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THIS SPACE IS NOW AVAILABLE FOR ADVERTISING!!!
Demand for advertising in this space has been high. It is now available on a first come first served

basis. Call Tina today to reserve the space in this or other Renna Media publications.
Each month 5,000 newspapers are printed and 4,000 are mailed free to businesses 

and residents with the balance being distributed free throughout town.
Reserve space in the next issue. Call Tina today at 908-418-5586

or email info@rennamedia.com

DERBY, CONCERT AND FIREWORKS CELEBRATES JULY 4TH
Submitted by: Viktoria Morozovska

(above, l-r) Jimmy Bense, Tony Gallino, Kenny Vance, 
Chip Degaard and Johnny Gale.

As part of the 2013 Summer Concert Series,
Hannah Caldwell Elementary School hosted
Kenny Vance and the Planotones on July 18th.
While the audience sacrificed a starry night for
air conditioning, no one seemed to mind. During
his time filming American Hot Wax, Kenny
Vance created the fictional Planotones.
However, after leaving Jay and the Americans,
Vance brought The Planotones to life. And what
a lively group they are! Vance, Kurt “Frenchy”
Yahjian, and Jimmy Bense showed off their
dance skills during their rendition of “I’m So
Happy (Tra-La-La-La-La-La).” While
performing “In the Still of the Night” Vance
joked with the audience suggesting, “This might
be a bit risqué for you, but I remember hearing
this song at a make out party. I knew this song
was sensual before I even knew what the word
meant.” The fully packed hall laughed and sang
along with the boys as they charmed the crowd.  

NEW FLAGS FOR UNION SENIOR CENTER
The destruction brought about by catastrophic events like

Sandy is widely reported and described in vivid detail by
news media and personal experience. Many, many small but
important losses also become part of the total picture. Some
are never replaced for any one of many reasons, while others
just go unnoticed.

One of these Sandy losses was felt by the Union Senior
Center when the American and MIA flags on the large pole at
the Center’s entrance were destroyed. Director of the center,
Phyllis Monguso, recognized the problem and promised to
have it addressed. Amid the multitude of other related and
unrelated issues this loss was on a back burner for a while, but
never forgotten. Earlier this year she contacted Leo Graf,
Commander of the VFW Post 2433, Veterans of Foreign Wars
of Union and Bob Johnsen, Post Quartermaster who provides
liaison between veterans groups and township officials. They
made arrangements for the Post to donate the new flags which
now fly majestically at the center.

At the presentation Monguso and Johnsen emphasized the
long standing working relationship that exists between the (above) Commander Leo Graf, Senior Center Director

Phyllis Monguso and Quartermaster Bob Johnsen.

seniors and the veterans groups. Graf spoke to the
importance of displaying flags wherever possible, and the
responsibility to keeping them properly maintained.
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Spirit of Union is published by Renna Media. 
5,000 newspapers are printed monthly and

4,000 are mailed free to businesses and residents
in Union and distributed free at distribution sites
throughout town.

Although great care has been taken to ensure
the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.

Tina & Joe Renna, Publishers
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016

(908) 418-5586
Fax: (908) 709-9209

E-mail: info@rennamedia.com

908-258-0173
1000 Stuyvesant Avenue • Union, NJ

metroPCS
Authorized Dealer

PLANS START AT $25
UNLIMITED TALK & TEXT

Reserve space in the next issue. 
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com

RENNA MEDIA ALSO PUBLISHES 
8 MONTHLY NEWSPAPERS

MAILING OVER 35,000
With ads starting at $50 our communty newspapers

are the best value for your advertising dollar!

DEATH OF THE FIGHTING PARSON
At the Caldwell Parsonage, 909 Caldwell

Avenue, Union, on Sunday, September 15, 2013,
at 2:30 p.m., Sid Frank will present his unique
program, “Death of the Fighting Parson” about
the murder of Rev. James Caldwell, a hero of the
American Revolution. 

Mr. Frank has been a museum educator and
tour guide at Liberty Hall Museum on Morris
Avenue in Union, since 2002.  Earlier in his
professional career, he was a journalist, a song
writer, and a playwright.  Mr. Frank was inspired
to create his current presentation by the poem,
“Caldwell of Springfield,” by the noted
American poet, Bret Harte, who spent time in
Morristown in 1871 and learned of Rev.
Caldwell there.

Mr. Frank’s program will be part of the
monthly meeting of the Union Township
Historical Society, which begins at 2 p.m.  Non-
members are cordially invited to attend.
Refreshments will be served.  Admission is free;
donations are greatly appreciated.  Go to
www.uniontwphistoricalsociety.webs.com or
call Barbara La Mort at 908-687-0048 for more
information.

(above) Artist’s rendering of Rev. James
Caldwell, nicknamed “the fighting parson,” at
the Battle of Springfield, in June 1780.  He was

shot dead a little more than a year later..
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MAYOR’S DAY KICK-OFF IS THEME OF THE 
UNION TOWNSHIP CHAMBER’S AUGUST EVENT
A combined event between the Union

Township Chamber and the Union Special
Improvement District (SID) will focus on the
upcoming Mayor’s Day festivities scheduled his
fall.   The networking event will be held at AVE
Residential Living, Green Lane, Union, on
Wednesday, August 21, 2013, 5:00 -7:00 p.m.

“This marks the third year that the Chamber
and the Township have partnered to create a full
day of family-oriented activities,” said James
Masterson, Chamber Executive. “The Mayor’s
Day features a 5K Run in the morning of
September 21, followed by the Festival on the
Green in Friberger Park. Our networking event
at AVE will celebrate this synergy and build
awareness and participation.”

At the event, Union Township Mayor Clifton
People Jr. will provide an overview of the day,
and will join with the Chamber and SID in
honoring those businesses who have signed on
as sponsors. Additionally, representatives from

the charity, Operation Provide Comfort, will
make a presentation. A portion of the proceeds
from the 5K will go to this organization, which
provides vital assistance to the residents of
Union Beach, NJ, who were impacted by
superstorm Sandy.

Masterson expressed his appreciation to AVE
for hosting the event and providing
refreshments.

“We are grateful to AVE for their hospitality,
and look forward to kicking off the Mayor’s Day
beside their beautiful pool,” he added.

Admission is free to Chamber and SID
members. 

Pre-registration is required by contacting the
Chamber office at 908-688-2777 or by emailing
executivedirector @unionchamber.com.

The Union Township Chamber of Commerce
is a professional association organized to unite,
strengthen, represent and promote the growth
and success of its member businesses.

5K RUN/WALK ON
SEPTEMBER 21, 2013
The event is scheduled to start at 10:00 a.m. at

Union High School. Registration begins at 8:30
a.m. To register, log on to
www.compuscore.com/mayorsday5k. A special
Kid’s Run will also be held that day at 9:00 a.m.
For information on either event, contact the
Chamber at 908-688-2777.

A portion of the proceeds from this event will
go to Hurricane Sandy relief efforts, specifically
in Union Beach, NJ, through the work of
“Operation Provide Comfort, “ organized to help
residents of that town who suffered
tremendously from the storm to rebuild their
homes and community.

The Union Township Chamber of Commerce
is an association founded to unite, strengthen,
represent and promote the business growth and
success of its member businesses.

(above, l-r)  Emile Farina of Club Metro USA,
joins with Chamber Executive James

Masterson and Paul Mickiewicz of the YMCA
of Eastern Union County (Five Points Branch)
in reviewing promotional materials for the
upcoming Mayor’s Day 5K Run/Walk on

September 21, 2013. Both organizations have
signed on to be Sponsors of this year’s 5K.
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The Union Township Summer Camp was for children entering grades 4
or 5 this September. There were two three-week sessions with 35 children
per session. Some of the daily trips and activities the children enjoyed were
the Turtle Back Zoo, Lady Liberty Basketball at the Prudential Center,
Somerset Patriots Baseball, Bowcraft Amusement Park, Newark Museum,
Monmouth County Fair, Pump It Up, Monster Golf, Trailside Nature
Center, Liberty Science Center, swimming, bowling, roller skating, movie
day and face painting.

UNION TOWNSHIP SUMMER CAMP

Wed 10 am-7pm, Thr 10 am-7pm, Sat 9am-1pm

(908) 810-0076
1961 Morris Ave, suite B-7
Union, New Jersey 07083

go4dentist.com

IRENA BADZELEWICZ DDS, PHD DENTIST PROF. CO. Charlie “O” DJ Service
“Music the way you want it!”

Specializing in Birthday/Anniversary Parties,
Class Reunions, Fundraisers, and Award Dinners

Affordable Rates

Charlie Oliva
908-245-9446

CharlieODJService@yahoo.com

www.charlieodj.webs.com
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$2 OFF
ANY PURCHASE

Of $20 or more
“Don Alex” Restaurant

Limit 1 per customer. Cannot be combined 
with other offers or discounts. Exp. 9-15-13

$5 OFF
ANY PURCHASE

Of $50 or more
“Don Alex” Restaurant

Limit 1 per customer. Cannot be combined 
with other offers or discounts. Exp. 9-15-13

Visit our other locations: In UNION at 1988 Morris Ave. • In ELIZABETH at 356 Rahway Ave.

www.Donalexrestaurant.com 908-349-8060
625 NORTH MICHIGAN AVE. KENILWORTH

“The authentic Peruvian kitchen 
with original flavor”

“The authentic Peruvian kitchen 
with original flavor”

LIVE MUSIC
Fri & Sat

6 pm - 9 pm
Kenilworth Location

We Host Private Parties & Corporate Events!
BYOB

Celebrating the
GRAND OPENING

of our 
Kenilworth Location!

Kathleen Gwaldis
27 Years of Experience

cell: (908) 400-8409

Realtor Associate - Weichert President’s Club
185 Elm Street, Westfield NJ, 07090
Office: (908) 654-6560, x 162

Union Real Estate Specialist
FREE MARKET ANALYSIS

UNION PUBLIC LIBRARY
1980 Morris Ave. • Union, NJ 07083 • web: youseemore.com/UnionPL

Phone: 908.851.5450 • E-mail: UnionPL@uplnj.org
LIBRARY HOURS: Mon – Thurs: 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. / Fri: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. / Sat: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

VAUXHALL BRANCH LIBRARY
123 Hilton Ave. • Vauxhall, NJ 07088

Phone: 908.851.5451
LIBRARY HOURS: Mon: 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Tue & Thurs: 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Wed: 10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. / 
Friday: Closed / Saturday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
VAUXHALL BRANCH 

No registration required unless indicated.
Family Movie Matinee: “The Smurfs”
Wednesday, September 4th at 11:00am

Children of all ages and their caregivers are invited.
“Meet and Greet” the staff at the Vauxhall Branch

Library as we celebrate Library Card Month
Wednesday, September 4th from 4:00 – 7:00pm

Family members will design a bookmark and library card
holder for themselves.  All are welcome to attend.

“Grandparents Wall Art” Storytime and Craft Program 
Friday, September 6th at 11:00am

for school age children thru 6th grade and their
caregivers.  Space is limited.  Signup is required.
“Back-to-School” Storytime and Craft Program

Tuesday, September 10th at 11:00am
children, ages 3-5, and their caregivers. Space is limited.

Signup is required.
“Kids Make a Difference” discussion and craft program

Wednesday, September 11th at 3:30pm
about the importance of giving back to your community 
September 11th has been designated as the National Day

of Service and Remembrance. This program is for
school-age children thru 6th grade and their caregivers.

Space is limited. Signup is required.
After School Game Day

Thursday, September 12th at 3:30pm
for children in grades 1 through 6 and their caregivers 

Space is limited.  Signup is required.
Bedtime Storytime

Monday, August 12th & September 16th at 7:00pm
children of all ages and their caregivers will be held on.
“Self Expression Sun Visor” School-Age Craft Program

Wednesday, August 14th at 2:00 pm
This program is for children, grades 1 and up and their

caregivers. Space is limited. Signup is required.
The film, “The Ant Bully”

Friday, August 16th at 2:00 pm
This program is for children of all ages and caregivers.

Our After School Movie Presentation of
“Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs”
Thursday, September 19th at 3:30pm

Children of all ages are welcome to attend.  
Space is limited.  Signup is required.

Game Day
Tuesday, September 24th at 11:00am

for children ages 3 – 5 and their caregivers
Space is limited. Signup is required.

“Back to School” School-Age Craft Program
Thursday, September 26th at 3:30pm

This program is for children, grades 1 and up, and their
caregivers.  Space is limited.  Signup is required.

CHILDREN’S PROGRAM
MAIN LIBRARY 
Homeschooling Meeting

Monday, September 23rd from 10:30am to Noon
for homeschooling families.  This will be a place to meet
and share information and ideas with others.  Families

are encouraged to bring their own board games.  
Please call or email Mary Pritting at mpritting@uplnj.org

or 908.851.5450 x3 for more information.
Color and Shape Bingo

Friday August 16th at 2:00 pm
for preschoolers and their caregivers. 

Book Bingo
Friday August 16th at 2:00pm
for children who can read well,

Saturday Storytime and Craft Program
Saturdays, September 14th and 28th at 11:00am

Children of all ages and their caregivers are welcome.
Come in your pajamas for songs, stories and games at
our Bedtime Storytime to be held on Mondays, August

12th and September 23rd and 30th at 7:00pm.

Mother Goose Time
Tuesday, September 24th at 10:30am

for children 1 ½ - 2 ½ and their caregivers
Toddler Time

Wednesday, September 25th at 10:30am
for children 2 ½ - 3 ½ and their caregivers

Preschool Storytime
Thursday, September 26th at 10:30am
for children 3 ½ through Kindergarten
“Dig into Reading” Scavenger Hunt
Tuesday, August 13th at 11:00am

Children of all ages and their caregivers are welcome.
Would you like to be a Scientist?
Tuesday, August 13th at 2:00pm

The Union Township Chem Club performs a program of
science experiments for your entertainment.  Children of

all ages are invited to attend.
“Owl Puppet” School-Age Craft program
Wednesday, August 14th at 11:00am.

This program is for children in grades 1 through 6
Circus Party and Craft Program

Thursday, August 15th at 11:00am
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More than 200 kids were taught how to be
safer in and around water by taking part in
YMCA Splash Week.  The YMCA of Eastern
Union County Five Points Branch delivered the
program to all 3rd Grade students at Harrison,
Polk and Washington Elementary Schools.
During the classroom portion of the event,
students learned about basic water safety and
swimming skills that can help prevent accidents
in pools, at the beach, while boating, or around
other water environments.  The week culminated
with a free swim lesson for all 3rd graders
followed by open swim for the children and their
families.

According to Ellen Daudelin, Aquatic
Director, the benefits of the program extend
beyond safety.  “We’ve noticed that when kids
learn to swim, it really boosts their self-esteem.
In some cases, they’re overcoming some major
fears.  That makes them feel proud.”

The Y offered YMCA Splash in response to
an important community need. Each year, an

YMCA SPLASH TEACHES KIDS HOW TO BE SAFER AROUND WATER
estimated 5,000 children ages 14 and under are
hospitalized due to near drowning.  Drowning is
the third leading cause of death for children
under age five.  

“We work to nurture kids’ healthy, successful
development all year long,” said Daudelin.  “So
naturally we’re concerned about their safety and
protection.  Plus, the Y has been teaching people
to swim for over a century.  What better
organization to teach kids how to keep safe
around water?”

The YMCA Splash Week was a free program
that included information on beach safety,
backyard pool safety, boating safety, and
character development.  YMCA Splash was one
more way for the Y to help parents as well as
kids.  Parents were invited to attend a meeting
where they received information on how to be
vigilant and keep their kids safe around water.
Families were also invited to attend the free
swim lesson and open swim so that they could
practice the skills they learned during the week.

THE YMCA OF EASTERN UNION COUNTY is a not-
for-profit community service membership
organization working to meet the health and
social service needs of the children, men and
women. Committed to our mission of building
healthy lives through programs that strengthen
spirits, minds and bodies for people of all ages,
religions and cultures, the YMCA serves over
15,000 through four branches located in
Elizabeth, Union (2)(Five Points) and Rahway.
We do this by providing programs and services
in Youth Development, Healthy Living and
Social Responsibility. Visit our website at
www.ymcaeuc.org to learn more about our Y.

UNDER NEW
MANAGEMENT

THE ONLY RESTUARANT IN

UNION
FOR PORTUGUESE
& SPANISH CUISINE

10% OFF
ENTIRE CHECK 

WITH THIS COUPON. 
Expires 9/15/13. 

Hours of operation:                        Happy hour 3-6
Wed, Thu & Sat: 1pm-2am, Fri 11:30am-2am, Sun 1pm-9pm

2258 Morris Avenue
Union New Jersey 07083

908-349-8411
www.The RedCadillacNJ.com

Your favorite Mexican Joint, driven by your 
favorite Restauranteur, Joe Montes. Whether 
your looking for Killer Mexican Street Cuisine
or a Hip City Lounge to park for awhile with a
Cadillac Margarita or a Lobster Tail Fajita.

Follow us on 

AS SEEN IN THE NEW YORK TIMES!
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• Comprehensive Eye Examinations
• Glaucoma Testing and Cataract Evaluations
• Treatment and Management of Ocular Disease
• Variety of Eyewear including Designer Brands
• Contact Lens Examinations
• Variety of Contact lenses
• Eyeglass Repairs

INSURANCES: Please call if you do not see your insurance plan listed.
• Eyemed
• VSP
• Aetna
• Avesis
• Qualcare
• Davis Vision

EYES ON YOU
FAMILY EYECARE AND OPTICAL

Our Office Hours:
Mon: 10am to 6pm
Tues: 10am to 6pm
Wed: Closed
Thur: 10am to 6pm
Fri: 10am to 6pm
Sat: 9am to 2pm
Sun: Closed
Late appointments are 

available by request.

Dr. M. Williams
Optometric Physician

Lic#. 27OA00565300/27OM00062400

• Medicare
• Medicaid
• NVA
• Block Vision 
• Superior Vision
• Oxford

• Optum Health Vision (formerly  Spectera).
• United Health Care
• Blue Cross Blue Shield of NJ
• Vision Benefits of America
• Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield

and many more. 

1535 Irving Street, Rahway, NJ
732-388-3900

www.primaryecp.com/eyesonyou

RAPIDS SWIM TEAM ANNOUNCES TRYOUTS: AUGUST 26, 27 AND 28
The YMCA of Eastern Union County

“Rapids” Swim Team is back for its second
season. After a very successful inaugural season
the Rapids swim team is looking to keep on
growing!  Our team consists of 52 swimmers
from all over the area; Colonia, Clark, Linden,
Elizabeth, Union, Rahway, Roselle, and Roselle
Park.
In the Rapids first year, we had a dual meet

record of 3 wins and 3 losses, but had a great
championship meet season with 90% of the team
getting their personal best times at the
championship meets. We participated in 8/under

Championships, Bronze YMCA, and YMCA
State Championships. 
Our swim season runs from September

through March with dual meets starting in
October and the Championship meets starting in
February.  Our swim meets are on Saturdays and
can be home at the Rahway Brach of the YMCA
of Eastern Union County or at the site of the
YMCA team we are competing against that
week.  We will be attending additional meets
this year to give our swimmers more experience
and more competitiveness. 
Coach Ed Soder and Patt Krug believe that

the Rapids are more than just a swim team. They
strive to help each team member be the best they
can be in the pool and throughout their lives.
Coach Ed believes that every swimmer has
untapped potential that is waiting to come out.
One of the coaches key quotes is “If you believe
you will Achieve” and that is a focus during
every meet and every practice all season.
The Rahway branch of the YMCA of Eastern

Union County will be holding a Summer Tune-
up Clinic August 12 through August 22, 2013.
The clinic will meet on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 6:00 – 7:00
PM. This clinic is a great way to get ready for
the season as we will be working on endurance,
starts and turns. 
Tryouts for the Rapids will be held August 26,

27, and 28 (please choose one day to try out).
For the 10/under age groups tryouts will be 5:30
- 7:00 Pm and for the 11/older age groups it will
be 7:00 - 8:00 PM. The Rapids are looking to
make some waves in 2013-2014 - so come be a
part of something bigger-join the Rapids!

WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT

732-381-2646
Night Towing 732-496-1633

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up

24 HR Service

10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 9/15/13.

Late Model Foreign & American New & Used 
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission 
• Auto Glass • Computers 
• Tail Lights • Doors 
• Fenders • AC Compressors

NEED A
REALTOR?

Log onto:
WWW.SENDMEAREALTOR.COM

or email us at
info@sendmearealtor.com

Sellers & Buyers:
We will help select 

and screen the right agent 
for you and your property. 
Where do you want us 
to send the next agent?
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