
Union’s Hometown Newspaper Issue 1 • December 2011

FREE

UNION’S HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER

R
en
na
M
ed
ia
,L
L
C

20
2
W
al
nu
tA
ve
nu
e,
C
ra
nf
or
d,
N
J
07
01
6

PO
ST
AL

PA
TR

ON

PEARL HARBOR DAY MEMORIAL CEREMONY
The Veteran’s Alliance of Union

held its annual Pearl Harbor Day
Memorial Ceremony on Sunday,
December 4th. This ceremony was
held at the post home of the Michael
A. Kelly Post 2433, Veterans’ of
Foreign Wars. In addition to the
Kelly group, members of theAlliance
include Connecticut Farms Post 35,
American Legion and the I.D. Harris
Chapter 40 and the Disabled
American Veterans.
Union High School's JROTC

cadet Sergeant First Class Matt
Tremaine, cadet Second Lieutenant
Richard Arce, cadet Captain Tiffany
Gois, and cadet Captain Nicholas
Deitrich participated in the Color
Guard along with the Color Guard
Unit from the Civil Air Patrol’s
Teterboro Composite Squadron
consisting of C/CMSgt Cyrl Rojas
Wahl, C/A1C Charlie Hesse, C/2d Lt
Lenny Komar, C/TSgt Alex Sisco,
and C/TSgt Chris Lacarno.

BE PART OF THE
JANUARY
ISSUE OF

SPIRIT OF UNION.

CONTACT US
THROUGH OUR
WEBSITE:

SPIRITOFUNION
.COM

TO SUBMIT
NEWS, PHOTOS

AND ADS

(above) Color Guard made up of Union High School's JROTC and Civil Air Patrol’s Teterboro Composite Squadron.
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Spirit of Union is published by Renna Media.
Five thousand newspapers are printed

monthly and 4,000 are mailed free to businesses
and residents in Union and distributed free at
distribution sites throughout town.
Although great care has been taken to ensure the

information contained within is accurate, Renna
Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.

Advertising
in this newspaper
Each month 5,000 newspapers
are printed and 4,000 are mailed
free to businesses and residents
with the balance being distributed

free throughout town.

Reserve your space
in the next issue.
Call Tina today
at 908-418-5586

or email info
@rennamedia

.com

• Comprehensive Eye Examinations
• Glaucoma Testing and Cataract Evaluations
• Treatment and Management of Ocular Disease
• Variety of Eyewear including Designer Brands
• Contact Lens Examinations
• Variety of Contact lenses
• Eyeglass Repairs

INSURANCES: Please call if you do not see your insurance plan listed.
• Eyemed
• VSP
• Aetna
• Avesis
• Qualcare
• Davis Vision

EYES ONYOU
FAMILY EYECARE AND OPTICAL

Our Office Hours:
Mon: 10am to 6pm
Tues: 10am to 6pm
Wed: Closed
Thur: 10am to 6pm
Fri: 10am to 6pm
Sat: 9am to 2pm
Sun: Closed
Late appointments are

available by request.

Dr. M. Williams
Optometric Physician

Lic#. 27OA00565300/27OM00062400

• Medicare
• Medicaid
• NVA
• Block Vision
• Superior Vision
• Oxford

• Optum Health Vision (formerly Spectera).
• United Health Care
• Blue Cross Blue Shield of NJ
• Vision Benefits of America
• Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield

and many more.

1535 Irving Street, Rahway, NJ
732-388-3900

www.primaryecp.com/eyesonyou

PERSONAL COUNSELING and
ADDICTION INTERVENTION

SERVICES, LLC
1457 Raritan Road, Suite 201 • Clark, NJ 07066

(908) 347-4897
Psychotherapy for

Adults, Adolescents and Couples.
Intervention Services for Families
with an addicted loved one.

Leo J. Battenhausen, LCSW, LCADC,
Author of the Award-Winning book,

"Defeating Depression: The Calm and Sense Way
to Find Happiness and Satisfaction"

brings 20 years of experience in Mental Health
and Addiction Treatment

to a new location in Clark, NJ.
Visit his website at

www.personalcounselingservices.net
or www.defeatingdepression.net

“Find the Time to Mend Your Mind!”

RITA SURGICARE
FULL LINE OF SURGICAL & HEALTHCARE SUPPLIES

ISELIN: 1195 Green St.
(Across from Iselin Pharmacy)

732-283-1711

LINDEN: 937 S. Wood Ave.

(908) 862-4444

www.ritasurgicare.net
www.southwoodritarx.com

Hours: Monday to Friday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

TWO LOCATIONS:

• Bath Safety
• Bariatrics
• Wound Care
• Orthopedic Supports
• Nebulizer supplies
• Wheelchairs
• Ambulatory Aids
• Diabetes Centre
• Incontinence Care
• Braces
• Vascular Supports
• Scooters

The Township of Union Police Department
and P.B.A. Local #69 are once again conducting
the “Santa in Blue” Program for the 2011
Holiday Season. The “Santa in Blue” program,
established in 1995, utilized police officers,
who, on their own time, collect toys throughout
the Township and wrap each item with the
assistance from the P.T.A. The toys are then
hand delivered to needy families by uniformed
officers on patrol.
All toys collected will be donated to local

charities and the United States Marine Corps
Toys for Tots Program. After toys have been
collected, they will be sorted and categorized for
age appropriateness, wrapped and distributed to

local charities in time for holiday giving to
children in need.
Toys can be for any age child. Sporting goods

and games for older children are also in need.
Anyone having toys to donate may drop them

off until December 30th at the lobby of Police
Headquarters, 981 Caldwell Avenue, Union.
Anyone required additional information

should contact Sgt Boll (973) 332-1556.

SANTA IN BLUE COLLECTING TOYS
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The Township of Union’s Business of the Month for November
was AVE. AVE opened its elegant facility in April 2008 located at
Union Station at Morris Ave and Green Lane. Mayor Joseph Florio
presented the Business of the Month award to Lea Ann Welsh,
President of AVE last week during the Township Committee
meeting.
AVE guests enjoy all the luxurious features of hotel living while

residing in beautiful residence. AVE presents luxuriously appointed,
fully furnished one and two bedroom suites accompanied by
gourmet kitchens with top of the line appliances and housewares,
walk in closets and spacious elegant bathrooms. AVE participates
annually in multiple outreach and philanthropic events.
Communities run blood-drives through the Red Cross, collect
canned foods for those in need, and participate in the Toys for Tots
program during the holidays. Additionally, AVE sponsors and
participates in run/walks for MS, bike rides for theAmerican Cancer
Foundation, and locally supports ventures within our towns.

AVE RECEIVES BUSINESS OF THE MONTH AWARD



Spirit of UNION • Page 4 • December 2011

Kathleen Gwaldis
25 Years of Experience

cell: (908) 400-8409

Realtor Associate - Weichert President’s Club
185 Elm Street, Westfield NJ, 07090
Office: (908) 654-6560, x 162

Union Real Estate Specialist
FREE MARKET ANALYSIS

Restoration Pharmacy LLC
• Nutritional Supplements
• MoneyGram • Payment Center
• Home Health Care Supplies
• Fax • Copy
• Most Insurance Accepted
• Prescriptions filled in 5 minutes

908-688-8866 • Fax: 908-688-7575
1385 Stuyvesant Avenue • Union NJ

Store Hours
Mon-Fri 9am-8pm
Sat 10am-6pm
Sun Closed

THE
CHILDREN’S ACADEMY
A MONTESSORI SCHOOL

“Awakening the spirit in your child”

Proudly Presents
An

OPEN HOUSE
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Thursday, January 26, 2012
37 Church Mall, Springfield

973-379-3524
thechildrensacademy@comcast.net

www.childrensacademy.net

In Kawameeh Middle School, Mrs.
Stempniewicz and Mrs. Hrdina’s class learned
about the rainforest. They studied the layers of
the forest, the animals living in each layer, and
the importance of the rainforest to our Planet
Earth. Each child was assigned an animal which
they did a project on. After the project was
completed, the students put together a bulletin
board, where each of their animals was
displayed in the proper layer. As part of the
lesson, the class took a trip to the Rainforest
Café where they had a tour of the different
animals there and were able to hear the many
sounds of the rainforest. Our class was
accompanied by Mrs. Zaleski’s class from
Burnett Middle School.

The Builders Club and the Student Council at
Burnet Middle School in Union, NJ brought
students and faculty together in the spirit of
Thanksgiving.

FIELD TRIP TO THE RAINFOREST

SIX FAMILIES IN UNION CELEBRATE A HAPPY THANKSGIVING
THANKS TO BURNET MIDDEL SCHOOL STUDENTS!

They collected food throughout November.
They prepared six food baskets with turkeys.
The baskets were then given to six needy
families in town.

$4999 COMPUTER REPAIR
Without The Tech Talk & Crazy Jargon

My name is Scott Mackie and as a Microsoft Certified
Professional I have the knowledge, tools and over 13 years of
experience to fix the most complicated computer problems. I
make the whole process simple and easy and I explain it in a
way you’ll understand. Whether you have a virus, the dreaded
“anti-virus” virus, or just a slow system, I can fix it.

No job is too big… or too small for us!

$4999 Computer Repair
90 Minute Max - 99% of

problems fixed within 90 min.
Excludes hardware & software.

With this coupon. Expires 1.15.12.

MS-I Consulting
home & office
technology experts
908-512-8030 • Union, NJ



Follow us on Facebook
and Twitter

Wishing Everyone A
Happy, Healthy Holiday

OPEN Christmas Eve
and New Year's Eve.

Our regular A la carte menu will be available
coupled with some great Specials".
Complimentary Champagne for All

Gift Certificates are a great gift idea and
are available in any denomination!
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All American
� Bar & Grill �
All Day Christmas Party

December 17th

908-851-9615
2032 Morris Avenue • Union, NJ

*Specials available thru December. Cannot be combined w/ any other offers,
Early Dining or Restaurant.com coupons.

$10.00 NEW YEARS DAY BRUNCH
12:00 - 3:00 $2.00 Mimosas and Bloody Mary's

Hours of operation: Happy hour 3-6
Wed, Thu & Sat: 1pm-2am, Fri 11:30am-2am, Sun 1pm-9pm

2258 Morris Avenue
Union New Jersey 07083

908-349-8411
www.The RedCadillacNJ.com

BOOKING HOLIDAY
OFFICE PARTY’S

& NEW YEARS EVE NOW
LIVE MUSIC FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS

Follow us on

� � � �

AS SEEN IN THE NEW YORK TIMES!

Thanks to
all our loyal customers

for their support and friendship
throughout the years!

Week of Respect was observed by the
students at Kawameeh Middle School in a
variety of ways. Our students first voted for the
school’s anti-bullying motto – and chose, “It
isn’t big to make others feel small.” Purple wrist
bands with the motto printed on them have
arrived and are available for purchase.
Our students also “tied together against

bullying.” Neck ties were donated and tied
together in a display in our lobby as a visual
reminder of our commitment to end bullying in
our school.
Los Angeles Clipper star guard and Newark

native Randy Foye addressed the student body
on the topic of respect and education. Randy’s
story of overcoming obstacles on his journey to
the NBAwas inspiring. He encouraged all of our
students to work hard in school, and to surround
themselves with people who have their best
interests at heart, and to never give up on their
dreams!
A contest was conducted to see which

homerooms had the most students wearing
purple, the anti-bullying color, on Wednesday of
the week of respect. Three homerooms were
awarded a munchkin breakfast for being awash

WEEK OF RESPECT AT KAWAMEEH MIDDLE SCHOOL!

(right) Chris Charles, Professional
Basketball Player, Serbia, Jill Hall, Student

Assistance Counselor/Anti-Bullying Specialist
Kawameeh Middle School, Coordinator of

Week of Respect Activities, Randy Foye, NBA
Player, Los Angeles Clippers.

in a sea of purple!
Anti-bullying activities will continue

throughout the year at Kawameeh and include
poster contests, evening parent workshops, and
ongoing classroom lessons. For more
information about Kawameeh’s anti-bullying
activities, contact the anti-bullying specialist at
kmsnobully@twpunionschools.org.

LaPiccola
PIZZERIA • SUBS • GRILL • CATERING
1382 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ

Fax: 908-687-4211 908-687-4200
WE DELIVER! Let Us Cater Your Next Affair!

q a
u t

Hours: Mon-Thurs: 9am-9pm / Fri: 9am-10pm
Sat: 10:30am-10pm / Sun: 11:30am-9pm

Breakfast Hours: Mon-Fri: 7am-9am / Sat: 8am-10am
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WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT

732-381-2646
Night Towing 732-496-1633

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

Junk Tow Away

Fast Pick Up

24 HR Service

Late Model Foreign &
American New & Used
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission
• Auto Glass • Computers
• Tail Lights • Doors
• Fenders • AC Compressors

SPECIALIZING
IN ALL TYPES OF
AUTOMOTIVE
REPAIRS

AUTO & TRUCK
ACCESSORIES Paul Carvalho

983 LEHIGH AVE.
UNION, NJ 07083

TEL: 908-687-1449
FAX: 908-687-9622

www.pauls-garage.net

Red-Light Safety Cameras will be activated in
the Township of Union on Saturday, December
3, ushering in a new level of protection for
motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists at three
intersections. A public education and 30-day
warning phase will accompany the start of the
program, giving drivers an opportunity to
become familiar with the system. Fines will not
be issued during the warning period, but
photographs will be taken and warning notices
will be mailed to the vehicle’s registered owner.
The Township of Union is one of almost 40

localities in New Jersey saying yes to red-light
safety camera programs, and for good reason.
Over the past decade, on average, red-light
runners have caused 885 fatalities and 165,000
injuries annually in the U.S. Two-thirds of the
time, the person who dies is someone other than
the red-light runner. National and international
research shows cameras reduce red-light
running violations and the life-threatening T-
bone collisions that can result when vehicles

TOWNSHIP OF UNION NEW LEVEL OF ROAD SAFETY ACTIVATED
WITH START OF RED-LIGHT CAMERA PROGRAM

collide in the middle of an intersection. This
year, an Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
study found Red-Light Safety Cameras saved
more than 150 lives in 14 of the country’s largest
cities.
Cameras along with warning signs will be

located at these intersections and approaches:
North, east, south and westbound approaches

at Stuyvesant and Morris Avenues; North, east,
south and westbound approaches at Salem Road
and Morris Avenue; and East, west and

southbound approaches at Morris and Liberty
Avenues.
Cameras will operate 24 hours a day and

capture images of every vehicle running a red
light. Persons who receive a ticket will be able to
review the collected evidence including the
photograph of the license plate and brief video
of the event. The program is administered by
American Traffic Solutions, and all violations
are issued and approved by the Township of
Union Police Department.
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We Accept: CASH

w y [ t
and Personal Checks

CELEBRAT ING OUR 62ND YEAR

JACOBSON’S
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY

An Elizabeth
Tradition
since 1949

725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth - 354-8533
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10 am 'Til 8 pm; Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10 am 'Til 6pm;

Open Saturday 10 am 'Til 5 pm; closed Sunday's

SAVE MORE
WITH ONLY

31/2%
SALES TAX

BIG SAVINGS
IN OUR
BEDDING

DEPARTMENT

APPLIANCES • BEDDING • ELECTRONICS • AUDIO & VISUAL
Not responsible for typographical errors. Bring us your best deal from any authorized dealer and we will gladly beat their offer on any item we carry.

Season’s Greeting from all of us at Jacobson’s
A PRESENT TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS

$25 OFF
GOOD FOR ALL SALE AND

REGULAR PRICED MERCHANDISE
ONE PER CUSTOMER. CAN NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

MAXIMUM SAVINGS IS $100. MUST PRESENT THIS COUPON. OFFER EXPIRES 1/9/12

FreeDelivery

On December 1, 2011 Mayor Joseph Florio
proclaimed the date as Angelo Barber Shop Day
in the Township of Union commending Angelo
Ruggiero for his 40 years of service to the
community. Angelo started his barber shop in
Union in December of 1971. Angelo was also
honored with a Mayor’s Award in 2006. His son
Philip works in the shop with him andAngelo Jr.
worked in the shop for 28 years.

ANGELO BARBER SHOP
DAY PROCLAIMED

(above) Philip, Mayor Florio and Angelo.

UNION PUBLIC LIBRARY
1980 Morris Ave. • Union, NJ 07083

Phone: 908.851.5450
E-mail: UnionPL@uplnj.org
web: youseemore.com/UnionPL

LIBRARY HOURS: Mon – Thurs: 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. /
Fri: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. / Sat: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

VAUXHALL BRANCH LIBRARY
123 Hilton Ave. • Vauxhall, NJ 07088

Phone: 908.851.5451
LIBRARY HOURS
Monday: 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Tuesday: 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday: 10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Thursday: 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Friday: Closed
Saturday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Help check out hunger this holiday season
with donations to a Food Drive being sponsored
by the Libraries of Union County. From
December 1st through December 30th the Union
Public Library will be accepting donations of
non-perishable food items to benefit the New
Jersey Community Food Bank and other local
food pantries. Collection bins will be located at
both the Main Library and the Vauxhall Branch.
100% of all donations will be sent to these food
banks.
During these tough economic times, many

people in New Jersey have been left behind; low
income families; struggling single parents; the
elderly on a fixed income; the unemployed. The
New Jersey Community Food Bank assists these
families by supplying food to over 1,500 non-
profit charities in 19 counties, including soup
kitchens, food pantries, shelters, local food
banks, and after school programs and senior
centers.
Visit the Union Public Library and its

Vauxhall Branch this holiday season and help us
check out hunger by dropping off non-
perishable food items. The food items most

UNION TOWNSHIP LIBRARY JOIN TOGETHER
TO CHECK OUT HUNGER IN NJ

urgently needed are: canned meat and fish;
canned soups and stews; peanut butter in plastic
jars; boxed pasta and rice; powdered milk; infant
formula; and canned fruit and vegetables.
For more information visit the Union County

Public Libraries web site at www.luccnj.org.
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When A Wound
Won’t Heal.

New hope for your non-healing wound.
Has a wound kept your life at a standstill?

At the Wound Care Center, our medical experts provide you
with individualized treatment plans that include the most
advanced wound care therapies available today. And our
specialized approach offers treatments that radically speed
the healing process.

Start living again. Ask your physician or call us.
We’ll treat you well.

732.453.2915
www.RWJUHR.com

865 Stone Street • Rahway, NJ 07065
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Photo album can be found
on www.spiritofunion.com

and spirit of union
facebook page

Business Development USA
ONLINE TAX PREPARATION

Business Development USA
offers quick and easy

Online Tax Preparation
for your convenience.

Select the appropriate Federal Tax
or State Tax forms from our website

to begin your filing process. Additional
information such as Filing Requirements,
Exemptions, Itemized Deductions and
Federal Withholding is also available.

Visit us today at
http://prep.1040.com/bdusacorp


