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THIS SPACE IS NOW AVAILABLE FOR ADVERTISING!!!
Demand for advertising in this space has been high. It is now available on a first come first served

basis. Call Tina today to reserve the space in this or other Renna Media publications.
Each month 5,000 newspapers are printed and 4,000 are mailed free to businesses 

and residents with the balance being distributed free throughout town.
Reserve space in the next issue. Call Tina today at 908-418-5586

or email info@rennamedia.com

SANTA IN BLUE
Toy Collection

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 16TH
9:00 AM TO 3:00 PM

UNION HIGH SCHOOL
GYMNASIUM

All the toys and gifts 
collected will be donated 

to the victims affected 
by Hurricane Sandy.

The toy drive will continue 
after the event 

till December 31st.  
For more information 

contact Union Township
Police Sgt. Michael Boll 

at (973) 332-1556.

A large crowd turned out for Union Township’s 29th
Annual Holiday Celebration and Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony held on December 2, 2012 in front of Town Hall. 
Festivities included a live Nativity scene created by

Crossroads Christian Fellowship Church and families were
invited to pose for pictures. The church also handed out
snowman balloon creations. 
Holiday music was provided by the Union Municipal

Band Brass Ensemble directed by Dr. John Bunnell and
Chorale Groups from Franklin School’s 3rd grade and
Burnet Middle School. Instrumentalists performed from
Washington and Livingston Schools. 
After Santa’s arrival on a fire truck, children had their

pictures taken with Santa in the main meeting room of Town
Hall by Molina Photography. 

IT’S THE HAP-HAPPIEST SEASON OF ALL
There will be free Horse Drawn Wagon Rides on Friday

evenings from 5:00 to 8:00 PM on December 21 in front of
the Union Movie Theater. Christmas Carolers will also be
strolling through Union Center during the holiday season. 

(above) Saxophone solo
was played by Cassandra
a Franklin School student.

(above) Kayla &
Taylor enjoy their
snowman Balloons 

(above) Santa arrived by fire
truck and was escorted by

firemen.

(above) The Nyaku family pose with the living nativity scene, including
live stock, supplied by Crossroads Christian Fellowship, 

located at 2815 Morris Ave. in Union.

(left) Franklin & Livingston
4th grade band

(right) Township Directors
responsible for restoration

after Superstorm Sandy flipped
the switch to light the tree.
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Spirit of Union is published by Renna Media. 
Five thousand newspapers are printed

monthly and 4,000 are mailed free to businesses
and residents in Union and distributed free at
distribution sites throughout town.

Although great care has been taken to ensure the
information contained within is accurate, Renna
Media assumes no liability for errors or omissions.

SpiritofUnion.com
The website features up to date articles, a

calendar of events, archives of Spirit of Union
Newspaper, photo albums, and advertisments.

Businesses and residents are encouraged to
submit items for publication through the site.

Tina & Joe Renna, Publishers
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016

(908) 709-0530
Fax: (908) 709-9209

E-mail: info@rennamedia.com

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
HOSTS CHRISTMAS

PARTY & OPEN HOUSE
The officers, trustees, and members of the

Union Township Historical Society will gather
at the Caldwell Parsonage for their annual
holiday celebration on Sunday, December 16,
from 4 to 7 p.m.  The Christmas tree and mantel
in the meeting room were decorated for the
festivities by Marie Canarelli.
On Sunday, January 6, and Sunday, January

13, 2013, from 2 to 5 p.m. an open house will be
held at the Parsonage, 909 Caldwell Avenue,
Union.  The museum, once the residence of Rev.
James and Mrs. Hannah Caldwell, is listed on
both the National and State Registers of Historic
Places.  Lore Ullrich, a UTHS member, dressed
in authentic colonial attire, will serve as docent.
Admission is free.  More information is
available at one of the Society’s websites,
www.uniontwphistoricalsociety.webs.com or by
calling Barbara La Mort at 908-687-0048. 

On Sunday, December 16th, the Township of
Union Police Department will be hosting a Toy
Collection and Sorting Event from 9:00 am to
3:00 pm at the Union High School gymnasium.
The volunteer effort will feature appearances by
several notable celebrity guests such as radio
DJ’s and sports players. All the toys and gifts
collected will be donated to the victims affected
by Hurricane Sandy. “Over 75,000 people in
New Jersey were affected by Hurricane Sandy
and we are trying to help them out,” stated Sgt.
Boll who is organizing this event. 
The event is open to the entire state of New

Jersey a sizable turnout is expected. Everyone is
encouraged to attend sporting their individual
town or school colors. New or slightly used toys
will be accepted; especially certain
indispensable items such as video games,
bicycles, skateboards, and other types of athletic
equipment. The toy drive will continue after the
event till December 31st.  For more information
contact Union Township Police Sgt. Michael
Boll at (973) 332-1556.

SANTA IN BLUE
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We Accept: CASH
w y [ t 
and Personal Checks

CELEBRAT ING  OUR  6 3ND  YEAR

JACOBSON’S
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY

An Elizabeth
Tradition
since 1949

725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth - 354-8533
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10 am 'Til 8 pm; Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10 am 'Til 6pm;

Open Saturday 10 am 'Til 5 pm; closed Sunday's 

SAVE MORE
WITH ONLY

31/2%
SALES TAX

BIG SAVINGS
IN OUR 
BEDDING 

DEPARTMENT

APPLIANCES • BEDDING • ELECTRONICS • AUDIO & VISUAL
Not responsible for typographical errors. Bring us your best deal from any authorized dealer and we will gladly beat their offer on any item we carry.

Season’s Greeting from all of us at Jacobson’s
A PRESENT TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS

$25 OFF 
GOOD FOR ALL SALE AND 

REGULAR PRICED MERCHANDISE
ONE PER CUSTOMER. CAN NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. 

MAXIMUM SAVINGS IS $100. MUST PRESENT THIS COUPON. OFFER EXPIRES 1/9/13

FreeDelivery

On Saturday, November 17, a ribbon
ceremony was held to welcome a brand new
Walgreens to the township of Union. The new
store is located on the corner of Morris Avenue
and Salem Avenue and sits next to another fresh
addition to the community, the Northfield Bank.
A convenient retailer, Walgreens stores also

operate pharmacies and health centers which
provide immunizations and are recognized as
the number one provider of flu shots other than
the federal government. Mayor Joseph Florio
was proud to present Walgreens with a Mayor’s
Award at the ribbon cutting and wished the
business continued success.

UNION WELOMES A NEW WALGREENS
HIFE WILL CONDUCT
COLLEGE PLANNING

PROGRAM AT LIBRARY
The Heartland Institute of Financial

Education (HIFE), a national non-profit
organization whose mission is to promote
financial literacy across America, will conduct a
program providing families with college
planning solutions at the Union Public Library
on Saturday, December 22, 2012 at 1 PM.  This
is an admission free program. 
It is the goal of HIFE to help young

Americans obtain a college education. If you
have a student that is entering college or
currently in college, don’t miss this opportunity
to find out more about how to position your
student to qualify for grants, student loans and
scholarships. To learn more about how to “Fund
the Future” for your child’s education, please
join us on Saturday, December 22nd.  
The Union Public Library is located at 1980

Morris Avenue in Union, New Jersey
(www.youseemore.com/UnionPL/default.asp).
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Restoration Pharmacy LLC
• Nutritional Supplements
• MoneyGram • Payment Center
• Home Health Care Supplies
• Fax • Copy
• Most Insurance Accepted
• Prescriptions filled in 5 minutes

908-688-8866 • Fax: 908-688-7575
1385 Stuyvesant Avenue • Union NJ

Store Hours
Mon-Fri 9am-8pm
Sat 10am-6pm
Sun Closed

“Helping America Stay Green”     www.unioncountymulch.com
1455 St. George Avenue • Roselle, NJ 07203
(Near Warinanco Park)                                Fax: 908-620-9202

Happy Holidays

Come See Us This Season For...

We’re open 7-days a week until Christmas Day!

• Christmas Trees
• Wreaths

• Grave Blankets
• Holiday Arrangements 

& Centerpieces
• Cemetery Cones

• Gift Baskets
• Firewood

• Ice Melt 
& Calcium Chloride

First Baptist was blessed at least twice a year
with remarkable paintings from Salvatore
DeCesare, a gifted artist. One for every
Christmas Candlelight Service and for each
Vacation Bible School. As a child of the
depression, Sal's canvas was the little cardboard
that he could scrape up as a kid. This grew to be
his means even as an adult. He still used
cardboard and other material that was discarded
and meant for the trash to create his art work.
Sal would often speak of how God takes such

broken people and turns them into treasures of
His heart. The Bible even says that we are jars of
clay, simple, breakable jars full of cracks and
blemishes, but that God places His light in us,
that we may shine forth brightly. Sal's art spoke
volumes, in the painting, on the canvas, and
from his very soul.
Dedicating what talents and time he could,

Sal threw himself into being our church video
librarian. No inappropriate movie sneaked its
way into that library. Screening every movie
carefully; never once using the budget, but
paying out of his own pocket for each one. A
recommendation for every person, a review on

every film, Sal did nothing half-heartedly.
Like the initials of an artist on his

masterpiece, like the telling of a painter in his
brush stroke, Salvatore DeCesare has left his
mark on First Baptist Church of Union. A
passion for God, a personality that everyone
enjoyed, an unbreakable spirit forged in war and
perfected in peace. We here at First Baptist
remember fondly our dear brother Sal, and
await to see him once more in God's heavenly
kingdom.
Our beloved Salvatore DeCesare was all

about redemption. With devotion both to art and
to his Lord Jesus, Sal used the gifts that God
granted him to paint pictures inspired by the

SAL DECESARE MADE TREASURE OUT OF TRASH
Submitted by Pastor Anthony Rodriguez First Baptist Church of Union

Bible itself. Baby Jesus lying in a manger while
shepherds adore the newborn king. Magi in
conference with Herod as the star peeks out just
outside the window. Even the angel Gabriel
taking Mary by such surprise by his appearance
that she drops her basket of fruit. These are the
paintings of a true artist, not looking to shock or
repel, but looking to inspire others.
Though this will be the first year in many that

Sal will not be with us for our Candlelight
service, we invite everyone to come see a
display his many works of art and celebrate
Christmas together at 5pm on December 23rd at
First Baptist Church of Union, 525 Thoreau
Terrace.
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• Comprehensive Eye Examinations
• Glaucoma Testing and Cataract Evaluations
• Treatment and Management of Ocular Disease
• Variety of Eyewear including Designer Brands
• Contact Lens Examinations
• Variety of Contact lenses
• Eyeglass Repairs

INSURANCES: Please call if you do not see your insurance plan listed.
• Eyemed
• VSP
• Aetna
• Avesis
• Qualcare
• Davis Vision

EYES ON YOU
FAMILY EYECARE AND OPTICAL

Our Office Hours:
Mon: 10am to 6pm
Tues: 10am to 6pm
Wed: Closed
Thur: 10am to 6pm
Fri: 10am to 6pm
Sat: 9am to 2pm
Sun: Closed
Late appointments are 

available by request.

Dr. M. Williams
Optometric Physician

Lic#. 27OA00565300/27OM00062400

• Medicare
• Medicaid
• NVA
• Block Vision 
• Superior Vision
• Oxford

• Optum Health Vision (formerly  Spectera).
• United Health Care
• Blue Cross Blue Shield of NJ
• Vision Benefits of America
• Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield

and many more. 

1535 Irving Street, Rahway, NJ
732-388-3900

www.primaryecp.com/eyesonyou

(left) First Baptist Church Pastor Anthony
Rodriguez preparing a display of paintings by
recently deceased parishioner Sal Decesare
as a memorial during the Christmas season.

(left) Bible camp
posters show a
bit of humor in
Decesare’s art.
Here, Jesus is
shown surfing.
(right) Debbie
Dennis reads
movie reviews for
young viewers
written by
Decesare who
managed the
movie library.

WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT

732-381-2646
Night Towing 732-496-1633

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up

24 HR Service

10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 12/31/12.

Late Model Foreign & American New & Used 
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission 
• Auto Glass • Computers 
• Tail Lights • Doors 
• Fenders • AC Compressors
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Seasonal
Gourmet Specials

Diner • Bakery

OPEN 24 HOURS - 7 DAYS
Call Ahead for 

Curb Side Pick-Up and 
Don’t Leave Your Car!

545 Morris Avenue Elizabeth, NJ
Tel: 908-351-7775                Fax: 908-351-1169

Visit Us on the Web At: www.tropicanadiner.com
or Look for us on Facebook

10% OFF ENTIRE CHECK 
With coupon. Expiration date 1/17/13.

UNIVERSITY DINER IS NOW UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!!!
Owners of Tropicana are now owners of 

University Diner, 580 North Avenue, Union, NJ.
• DAILY SPECIALS
• ETHNIC LATINO DISHES 
• SEASONAL GOURMET

BREAKFAST MENU
Chipotle Chicken

Sandwich

MARTY AND THE MARTIANS

“The best performance of the year!”

December 29, 2012
9pm

Men $10 Cover 
& Ladies FREE

1871 Vauxhall Road
Union, NJ 07083

1980 Morris Ave. • Union, NJ 07083 
Phone: 908.851.5450

E-mail: UnionPL@uplnj.org
web: youseemore.com/UnionPL

LIBRARY HOURS: Mon – Thurs: 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. /
Fri: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. / Sat: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

VAUXHALL BRANCH LIBRARY
123 Hilton Ave. • Vauxhall, NJ 07088

Phone: 908.851.5451
LIBRARY HOURS: Mon: 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Tue & Thurs: 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Wed: 10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. / 
Friday: Closed / Saturday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

UNION PUBLIC LIBRARY Tuesdays, December 18th, 
January 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th at 10:30am.

Mother Goose Time
for children 1 ½ - 2 ½ and their caregivers,

Wednesdays, December 12th, 19th and 26th ,
January 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th at 10:30am.

Toddler Time
for children 2 ½ - 3 ½ and their caregivers

Thursdays, December 6th, 13th and 20th, January
10th, 17th, 24th and 31st at 10:30am

Preschool Storytime
for children 3 ½ through kindergarten
Monday, December 17th at 7:00pm

Bedtime Storytime
Come in your pajamas for songs, stories and games.
Children of all ages and their caregivers are invited. 

Thursday, December 20th at 3:30pm
The Union Public Library Lego Club 
for children, ages 5 through 12. 

This is an opportunity for kids to get creative and build
anything they choose. The library will provide the Legos,
while the kids provide the imagination! All materials

must stay at the library so bring your camera to
document your creations.  Caregivers are asked to stay in

the library and are welcome to assist. 
Wednesday, December 26th at 7:00pm
New Year at our New Year’s Eve Party 

Children of all ages and their caregivers are invited to
partake of the fun, food and dancing. 

Thursday, December 27th at 11:00am
Color and Shape Bingo

for preschoolers and their caregivers.
Thursday, December 27th at 2:00pm

Book Bingo
for children who can read well, will be held on.

Friday, December 28th at 11:00am
The children’s film, “Dr. Seuss’s The Lorax” 

Children of all ages and their caregivers are invited.
Monday, January 14th at 10:30am

Homeschooling Group
This is a place to meet and share information and ideas
with other homeschoolers and also become familiar with
the Library and the resources we have to offer. Families

Call Library for more to register.
Wednesday, December 26th at 5:30pm.

Annual Community Kwanzaa Ceremony and Celebration
Entertainment, children’s activities and a community

table will be provided.  Space is limited.  Please register.
Tuesdays, Dec. 18th and Jan. 22nd at 11:00am. 

Game Day 
for children ages 3 – 5 and their caregivers.

Thursdays, Dec. 27th and Jan. 24th 3:30pm
Game Day Part 2 

for children in grades 1 thru 6 and their caregivers.
Monday, January 7th at 7:00pm.

Bedtime Storytime 
for children of all ages and their caregivers.

Tuesday, January 8th at 11:00am.
Preschool Craft Program  

for children, ages 3 – 5, and their caregivers.
Thursdays, January 10th at 3:30pm.

School-Age Craft Program
for children, grades 1 and up, and their caregivers.  

Tuesday, January 29th at 10:45am
Disney Movie Matinee 
“Beauty and the Beast”.

Thursday, January 31st  at 3:00pm
Disney Movie Matinee 

“Disney’s Brave”
Children of all ages and their caregivers are invited.

MAIN LIBRARY CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT

VAUXHALL BRANCH
CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 

are encouraged to bring their own board games to the
meetings. Please call or email Mary Pritting at

mpritting@uplnj.org or 908.851.5450 x3 for more
information.

Monday, January 14th at 7:00pm
“Martin Luther King’s” Storytime and Craft Program
Children of all ages and their caregivers are welcome.

Saturdays, Dec. 22, Jan. 5 and 19 at 11:00am.
Saturday Storytime and Craft Program 

Children of all ages and their caregivers are welcome.
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Hours of operation:                        Happy hour 3-6
Wed, Thu & Sat: 1pm-2am, Fri 11:30am-2am, Sun 1pm-9pm

2258 Morris Avenue
Union New Jersey 07083

908-349-8411
www.The RedCadillacNJ.com

Your favorite Mexican Joint, driven by your 
favorite Restauranteur, Joe Montes. Whether 
your looking for Killer Mexican Street Cuisine
or a Hip City Lounge to park for awhile with a
Cadillac Margarita or a Lobster Tail Fajita.

Follow us on 

AS SEEN IN THE NEW YORK TIMES!

UNDER NEW
MANAGEMENT

THE ONLY RESTUARANT IN

UNION
FOR PORTUGUESE
& SPANISH CUISINE

10% OFF
ENTIRE CHECK 

WITH THIS COUPON. 
Expires 1/17/13. 

Happy Holidays

1085 central avenue,
clark, nj 07066

732-388-6511

Sunday’s Prime Rib Special

Includes
Choice of Soup or Salad

Prime Rib with Potato and Vegetable
Coffee or Tea and Dessert
Queen Cut:   $16.99
King Cut:     $19.99

Monday through Friday

Join us for Our Sunset Specials
From 3pm to 6pm. All inclusive.

Choice of Soup or Salad. Choice of Entrée,
Coffee or Tea and Dessert
$14.95 per person

Monday through Thursday

FREE • FREE • FREE
Buy One Burger and get 
the Second Burger FREE!

Includes French Fries. Toppings additional.
18% gratuity will be added on the full price of the bill before promotion.

OUR STAFF AT ERA VILLAGE GREEN REALTORS
WISH ALL OF OUR PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE 
CLIENTS A SAFE & HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON.

Anthony D’Agostino, Broker/Owner and agents 
Bruce Amann, Annmarie Asch, Harry Brandt, Pat Brandt, 

Lisa Buchanan, Amando Canda, William Caruso, 
Janet Ciaramella,Angela Cymbaluk, Mary D'Agostino,

Matt Dobrowolski, Liborio Firetto, Grace Ginesi, 
Robert Gros, Kathryn Grunder, Robin Guinta, 

Margaret “Peggy” Knipfelberg, Janet Narcis Frazier, 
Augusto Ortiz, Bruno Patriarca, Fernando “Freddy” Rivera, 

Maria Rivera, Scott Schaefer, Karen Seaman, Maria Tamburino, 
John Whittle, Greg Yurick and Maryann Williams.

ERA VILLAGE GREEN REALTORS
732-381-7477
website: eravillagegreen.com

35 Brant Avenue • Clark, NJ 07066

Kathleen Gwaldis
25 Years of Experience

cell: (908) 400-8409

Realtor Associate - Weichert President’s Club
185 Elm Street, Westfield NJ, 07090
Office: (908) 654-6560, x 162

Union Real Estate Specialist
FREE MARKET ANALYSIS

TOWNSHIP BREAKS GROUND ON NEW PARK
Submitted by Bob Knecht

A new park, dedicated to Union. veterans,
will be built soon, and ground was recently
broken by the Township Committee am. local
veterans group representatives.
The town already has its Memorial Park;

which recognizes veterans who entered service
while residents of Union. The Township
Committee initiated a program to consider
adding to that a place to also honor long-time
citizens who moved to Union after they had
served. It approached and received whole-
hearted support from the Veterans’ Alliance
whose membership includes the Michael A.
Kelly Post 2433. Veterans of Foreign Wars, the
Connecticut Farms American Legion Post 35,

the I.D. Harris Post 49 Disables American
Veterans and the Milton Waldor Post 49, Jewish
War Veterans. A piece of township property at
the corner of Globe and Chestnut was made
available, plans for the park generally
formulated and authorization to go ahead was
finalized.
The park will contain names of veterans who

have lived in Union for over 25 years, but are
not recognized in the Memorial Park. Although
plans are still ongoing, funding will be provided
through donations and the sale of bricks,
honoring individual veterans, which will be
placed in the park area. The Township will
provide long term care of the facility.
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