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THE SALEM 
ROADHOUSE CAFÉ 

proudly presents 

PIKTOR’S 
METAMORPHOSIS 

SATURDAY
MARCH 9

Doors open 7:30PM. 
The music starts

at 8:00PM. 

TOWNLEY
Presbyterian Church.

829 Salem Road, 
Union, NJ

Admission is $15.00
$10.00 w/ students ID
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J (above) Director of Community
Center, Gemma Samper,
oversees the operation.

BINGO PLAYED VERY EVENING WITH SO MANY WAYS TO WIN
The players call it a mini-Atlantic City. Every

night up to 200 Bingo players from a 30 mile
radius gather in the Boys and Girls Club of
Union County hall to play Bingo along with
other games of chance.
Each night features a different big attraction

besides the regular Bingo game plus several
smaller side games like Horse Racing Cards,
Box Drawings, and Dabbers. The Bingo hall is
popular for other reasons besides the fact that
there are several ways to win. The hall offers the
use of computers that players can place in front
of them that shows all the action on the screen.
Players do not have to worry about missing a
called number or not being able to see the big
board. A photo of the ball that was called is in
full view along with a the accounting of the
numbers called.
Players like to come to Union also because it

offers games every night of the week. Some take
advantage of that and play several nights. There
are many regulars that have their special place to
sit.  The atmosphere is very upbeat and fun. One
can get the sense that the players have been
playing together for years and are more than
casual acquaintances. From the conversations
and kibitzing one can tell that good friendships
have been forged.
As complex as the operation can seem to an

observer the production is done with ease and
efficiency. Obviously years in development and
experience has gone into the operation.
Bingo is an enjoyable pastime and, though it

can be financially rewarding it can also a be

rewarding on a social level. Above all that, Proceeds from Bingo goes to
benefit the Boys & Girls Clubs of Union County which is housed next
door and funds its many programs that enable all young people,
especially those who need help most, to reach their full potential as
productive, caring, responsible citizens.
Bingo players, potential Bingo players or just those curious could take

in the action nightly around 7:00 pm at 105 Jeanette Avenue, Union. Call
908-687-2697 ext. 114 for more information.

(above) Nancy Grlyb comes from Bayonne
four nights a week and likes to plan Bingo in
Union because she is able to use the computer

sitting next to her.

(above) Judy Burrell and Cindy
Tarney both of Union share laughs

while they play.

(right) The progressive tally is up to $1,810
for anyone who fills the board in 56 calls. The
winner gets that amount plus 1/2 the take for
the evening. If no one wins the take is added
to the prize money and the next progressive

night the call would increase by one.

(above) Tuesday night caller 
Linda Hines.

(above) Working the counter are
Judy Simmons, Union; Luz

Fernandez, Union & Joan Gechtman,
Mapplewood. other nights they take

their turns at calling.

(above) Cindy Sheh of Union
Constance Jones of Newark

work the floor.
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Spirit of Union is published by Renna Media. 
5,000 newspapers are printed monthly and

4,000 are mailed free to businesses and residents
in Union and distributed free at distribution sites
throughout town.
Although great care has been taken to ensure

the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.

SpiritofUnion.com
The website features up to date articles,

a calendar of events, archives of 
Spirit of Union Newspaper, 

photo albums, and advertisments.
Businesses and residents 

are encouraged to submit items 
for publication through the site.

Tina & Joe Renna, Publishers
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016

(908) 418-5586
Fax: (908) 709-9209

E-mail: info@rennamedia.com

We Accept: CASH
w y [ t 
and Personal Checks

CELEBRAT ING  OUR  6 3RD  YEAR

JACOBSON’S
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY

An Elizabeth
Tradition
since 1949

725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth - 908-354-8533
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10 am 'Til 8 pm; Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10 am 'Til 6pm;

Open Saturday 10 am 'Til 5 pm; closed Sunday's 

SAVE MORE
WITH ONLY

31/2%
SALES TAX

BIG SAVINGS
IN OUR 
BEDDING 

DEPARTMENT

APPLIANCES • BEDDING • ELECTRONICS • AUDIO & VISUAL
Not responsible for typographical errors. Bring us your best deal from any authorized dealer and we will gladly beat their offer on any item we carry.

$25 OFF FOR UNION
RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES

ONE PER CUSTOMER. CAN NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. MINIMUM PURCHASE OF $299.00. 
MUST PRESENT THIS COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE. OFFER EXPIRES 3/18/13.

WE CARRY A FULL SELECTION OF GAS GRILLS, REFRIGERATORS, WASHERS, 
DRYERS, RANGES, DISHWASHERS, BIG SCREEN TV’S AND  BEDDING.

FreeDelivery

SAVE THE DATE
The Taste of Union Committee

Presents the Sixth Annual

Taste of Union
April 25, 2013

6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

Knights of Columbus
1034 Jeanette Ave. Union, NJ

All proceeds to benefit Caitlin Goerlich
Sponsors

Lytwyn & Lytwyn Funeral Home      •     Galante Funeral Home

Cost: $25.00 in advance, $30.00 at the door
Admission provides the opportunity to sample food 
and wine from a variety of local establishments.

Tickets may be purchased 
at the Clerk’s Office (908) 851-8501 

at the Municipal Building,
1976 Morris Ave., Union, NJ.

For additional information you may contact
Karen Caulfield at (908) 851-5472 or
Phyllis Monguso (908) 851-5291 or

Peggy Gehrig at (908) 686-1925
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Without question, Union County has yet to see such a state-of-the- art, 
patient-centered FOUR STAR Rated facility specializing in 

Sub Acute Rehabilitative Care and Long Term Nursing Care. 
Alaris Health at Riverton boasts a broad array of services in our 

Sub Acute and Long Term units such as:

• Speech, Physical and Occupational Therapy
• Specialized Orthopedic Rehab
• Dementia & Alzheimer Care
• Tracheostomy Care

Be our guest and come for a tour to see first hand how Alaris Health At
Riverton  is leading the way for how care is delivered in Union County!

(732) 499-7927 
1777 Lawrence Street • Rahway, NJ 07065

OPEN HOUSE
February 28th 
from 2pm to 6pm

Door prizes for all attendees.
RSVP to Robert at 732 499 7927.

Refreshments served.

• CHF Program
• Stroke Program
• Respite Stays

• Wound Care
• IV Therapy
• Hospice Care
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Max Sr. & Paul Schoenwalder Corp. is the
Business of the Month for the month of January.
Max Sr. & Paul Schoenwalder Corp. has been in
operation for 101 years, 94 years here in Union
and 42 years of operation at the current site. 
Max Sr. & Paul Schoenwalder Corp. was

founded by Max Schoenwalder Sr. in 1912 in
Newark. He moved the family and business to
1226 Stuyvesant Avenue, Union in 1919 when
Stuyvesant Avenue was still a dirt road without
running water or street lights. Man
Schoenwalder Sr. was very active in the

Township. 
Max Schoenwalder Sr. served on the

Township Committee for 9 years and was the
mayor from 1932 to 1933. Max Schoenwalder
Sr. also held the positions of Township Engineer
and Police Commissioner during his public
career. He was also an early member of the
Union Rotary Club as was Paul Schoenwalder
Sr. and Paul Schoenwalder Jr. (his son and
grandson). Max Sr. & Paul Schoenwalder Corp.
also sponsored many local events and sponsor
the Township Calendar. 

MAX SR. & PAUL SCHOENWALDER CORP.
IS THE BUSINESS OF THE MONTH

Kathleen Gwaldis
27 Years of Experience

cell: (908) 400-8409

Realtor Associate - Weichert President’s Club
185 Elm Street, Westfield NJ, 07090
Office: (908) 654-6560, x 162

Union Real Estate Specialist
FREE MARKET ANALYSIS

WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT

732-381-2646
Night Towing 732-496-1633

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up

24 HR Service

10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 3/18/13.

Late Model Foreign & American New & Used 
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission 
• Auto Glass • Computers 
• Tail Lights • Doors 
• Fenders • AC Compressors



Spirit of UNION • Page 5 • February 2013



Spirit of UNION • Page 6 • February 2013

Seasonal
Gourmet Specials

Diner • Bakery

OPEN 24 HOURS - 7 DAYS
Call Ahead for 

Curb Side Pick-Up and 
Don’t Leave Your Car!

545 Morris Avenue Elizabeth, NJ
Tel: 908-351-7775                Fax: 908-351-1169

Visit Us on the Web At: www.tropicanadiner.com
or Look for us on Facebook

10% OFF ENTIRE CHECK 
With coupon. Expiration date 3/18/13.

UNIVERSITY DINER IS NOW UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!!!
Owners of Tropicana are now owners of 

University Diner, 580 North Avenue, Union, NJ.
• DAILY SPECIALS
• ETHNIC LATINO DISHES 
• SEASONAL GOURMET

BREAKFAST MENU
Chipotle Chicken

Sandwich

To enroll Call:

(908) 241-2851
Email: 

summercamp@rpsd.org

Roselle Park Summer Camp

- Great Facilities

- Excellent Staff

- Affordable Prices

• Choice of 3 to 5 Days
Per Week

• Full or Half Day 
Schedules Available

• Convenient Weekly
Registration

Programs & Clinics for 2013
Softball, Tennis, Baseball, Basketball, Soccer

Register for any 2 clinics & get the 3rd free!!
Also offered

5-week Reading & Writing / Math Program 
from July 9th – August 8th – 3 days a week
Swim Lessons Available 

from June 24th – August 9th

Open Registration Nights: March 20 & May 9
6 pm to 8 pm at Roselle Park High School

Check our website: www.rpsd.org 

“A Great Camp Makes a Great Summer”
June 24 – August 16, 2013 – 8 am to 6 pm

7:30 AM Drop off available!

K-8 Camp and Pre-school Camp
Fun and educational activities for all, in a pleasant learning environment!!

OPEN HOUSE AT THE
CALDWELL PARSONAGE

Sunday, February 24 
Caldwell Parsonage

909 Caldwell Avenue, Union
Open to the public from 2 to 5 pm.  

Rebuilt on its original foundation in 1782, the
home had been burned by the British in 1780,
during the Battle of Connecticut Farms.  Now a
museum, it had served as the residence of the
"Fighting Parson," Rev. James Caldwell, and his
wife, Hannah, who was killed during the battle
in the presence of two of their nine children.  
The Parsonage is listed on both the National

and State Registers of Historic Places.  Lore
Ullrich and Anita Centeno, members of the
Union Township Historical Society, will be
dressed in authentic colonial attire and will serve
as docents.   
Admission is free; donations are welcome.

Information is available at one of the Society’s
websites or by calling Barbara La Mort,
Secretary, at 908-687-0048. Website address
iswww.uniontwphistoricalsociety.webs.com



Reserve space in the next issue. 
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com
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Hours of operation:                        Happy hour 3-6
Wed, Thu & Sat: 1pm-2am, Fri 11:30am-2am, Sun 1pm-9pm

2258 Morris Avenue
Union New Jersey 07083

908-349-8411
www.The RedCadillacNJ.com

Your favorite Mexican Joint, driven by your 
favorite Restauranteur, Joe Montes. Whether 
your looking for Killer Mexican Street Cuisine
or a Hip City Lounge to park for awhile with a
Cadillac Margarita or a Lobster Tail Fajita.

Follow us on 

AS SEEN IN THE NEW YORK TIMES!

1085 central avenue,
clark, nj 07066

732-388-6511

Sunday’s Prime Rib Special

Includes
Choice of Soup or Salad

Prime Rib with Potato and Vegetable
Coffee or Tea and Dessert
Queen Cut:   $16.99
King Cut:     $19.99

Monday through Friday

Join us for Our Sunset Specials
From 3pm to 6pm. All inclusive.

Choice of Soup or Salad. Choice of Entrée,
Coffee or Tea and Dessert
$15.99 per person

Monday through Thursday

½ Price ½ Price ½ Price
Buy One Burger and get a
Second Burger 1/2 Price!
Includes French Fries. Toppings additional.

18% gratuity will be added on the full price of the bill before promotion.

UNDER NEW
MANAGEMENT

THE ONLY RESTUARANT IN

UNION
FOR PORTUGUESE
& SPANISH CUISINE

10% OFF
ENTIRE CHECK 

WITH THIS COUPON. 
Expires 3/18/13. 

Township of Union
ARTS & CRAFTS FOR TOTS

3 to 5 years old – Mondays
Three classes available
(9:30 to 10:30 AM, 

Noon to 1:00pm, 1:30 to 2:30pm)
Tots must be accompanied by an adult

Classes are held at the 
RECREATION CENTER, 

1120 Commerce Ave,
behind Hannah Caldwell School. 

UNION MUNICIPAL
BAND CONCERTS

March 18
7:30 pm

Hannah Caldwell
School Auditorium
Free Admission

New Jersey Music and Dance Company will
hold their third annual open auditions on March
23-24, 2013 from 1:00 - 5:00 PM for full and
partial scholarships totalling $2500.00 to several
summer camps at the NJ Center for Media Arts
at 1203 W. St. Georges Avenue in Linden.
Students must pre-register for their audition time
slot by calling 908-587-2787 by March 20th.
Pictured are the 2012 Scolarship recipients
whose names and towns are listed on the
NJMDC website. For more information, visit
www.njmdc.org  for complete audition, camp
and scholarship information.NJ Music and
Dance Company is a non-profit organization
founded in 2002 whose mission is to promote
the arts and development of talent through
education, programs and performances.

OPEN SCHOLARSHIP
AUDITIONS ANNOUNCED

Advertising in this 
and other 

Renna Media 
newspapers

Our readers
make the best
customers for
your business.

Each month 5,000 newspapers are

printed and 4,000 are mailed free to

businesses and residents with the balance

being distributed free throughout town.
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• Comprehensive Eye Examinations
• Glaucoma Testing and Cataract Evaluations
• Treatment and Management of Ocular Disease
• Variety of Eyewear including Designer Brands
• Contact Lens Examinations
• Variety of Contact lenses
• Eyeglass Repairs

INSURANCES: Please call if you do not see your insurance plan listed.
• Eyemed
• VSP
• Aetna
• Avesis
• Qualcare
• Davis Vision

EYES ON YOU
FAMILY EYECARE AND OPTICAL

Our Office Hours:
Mon: 10am to 6pm
Tues: 10am to 6pm
Wed: Closed
Thur: 10am to 6pm
Fri: 10am to 6pm
Sat: 9am to 2pm
Sun: Closed
Late appointments are 

available by request.

Dr. M. Williams
Optometric Physician

Lic#. 27OA00565300/27OM00062400

• Medicare
• Medicaid
• NVA
• Block Vision 
• Superior Vision
• Oxford

• Optum Health Vision (formerly  Spectera).
• United Health Care
• Blue Cross Blue Shield of NJ
• Vision Benefits of America
• Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield

and many more. 

1535 Irving Street, Rahway, NJ
732-388-3900

www.primaryecp.com/eyesonyou

1980 Morris Ave. • Union, NJ 07083 
Phone: 908.851.5450

E-mail: UnionPL@uplnj.org
web: youseemore.com/UnionPL

LIBRARY HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
/ Fri: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. / Sat: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

VAUXHALL BRANCH LIBRARY
123 Hilton Ave. • Vauxhall, NJ 07088

Phone: 908.851.5451
LIBRARY HOURS: Mon: 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Tue & Thurs: 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Wed: 10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. / 
Friday: Closed / Saturday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

UNION PUBLIC LIBRARY MAIN LIBRARY
CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT

No registration required

VAUXHALL BRANCH
CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 

Game Day 
Tuesday, February 19th at 11:00am.  

for children ages 3 – 5 and their caregivers will be held 
Space is limited. Signup is required.

Game Day Part 2 
Thursday, February 21st at 3:30pm

for children in grades 1 through 6 and their caregivers 
Space is limited.  Signup is required.

Join us at our Movie Matinee showing of the films,
“Cat in the Hat Comes Back” and “Hop on Pop”

Tuesday, February 26th at 10:45am
Children of all ages and their caregivers are invited to

attend.  No registration required.
Our After School Movie Presentation of, 

“Dr. Seuss’s The Cat in the Hat”
Thursday, February 28th at 3:00pm.  

Children of all ages are welcome.  No signup required.

Toddler Time
Wednesdays, February 20th and 27th at 10:30am.  

for children 2 ½ - 3 ½ and their caregivers 
No registration required. 

Preschool Storytime 
Thursdays, February 21st and 28th at 10:30am. 

for children 3 ½ through kindergarten
No registration required.

“National Tooth Fairy Day” Storytime and Craft Program 
Tuesday, February 19th at 11:00am.  

This program is for children of all ages and their
caregivers. 

The Union Public Library Lego Club 
Thursday, February 21stat 3:30pm

for children, ages 5 through 12
This is an opportunity for kids to get creative and build
anything they choose. The library will provide the Legos,
while the kids provide the imagination! All materials

must stay at the library so bring your camera to
document your creations.  Caregivers are asked to stay in
the library and are welcome to assist. No registration

required.
The children’s film, “Cinderella” 

Monday, February 25th at 7:00pm
starring Brandy and Whoopi Goldberg

Children of all ages and their caregivers are invited to
attend.  No registration required.

On Tuesday, March 12th at 7 p.m., the
lecture/slide show program entitled, "History of
the Jersey Shore", will be presented by Kevin
Woyce at the Main Library, located at 1980
Morris Avenue. It will be a colorful tour of our
coastal history from long-ago pirates,
shipwrecks and lighthouses to the founding of
today's most popular summer resorts. 
Kevin Woyce is author of four regional books

including JERSEY SHORE HISTORY AND
FACTS. 

The Union Public Library earnestly
attempts to instill a love of learning and
reading in the children who visit. As such, the
staff plans a bevy of events that focus on
stories and crafts; the children experience the
story and are able to make it tangible. In honor
of Black History Month, Ms. Monica arranged
a reading of Angela Johnson’s story Violet’s
Music on Monday February 11th.
Accompanied by a project to design and
construct drums out of recycled materials.
Sadly, the unusually thick fog kept most
people at home, and the night did not go as
planned. Despite the weather, Ms. Monica
continued the program for the pair that did
manage to come, Janelle and her charming son
Shane. Janelle noted that they come every
week for story time, and Shane happily banged
on his drum with markers. The library has
many of these events coming up, the most
recent being on Saturday February 16. The
entire staff is very welcoming and it is easy to
see why they hold these events, the children
simply love them. 

(above) Janelle and Shane follow along with
Ms. Monica’s reading of Angela Johnson’s

story Violet’s Music.

(above) Janelle and son Shane create a craft
during as library honors Black History Month.

PROGRAM HONORS BLACK HISTORY MONTH
By Viktoria Morozovska

HISTORY OF THE 
JERSEY SHORE TO BE

PRESENTED AT LIBRARY
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Cell 908.296.1353
Toll Free 877.388.0909
Fax 732.388.3636 Sejo357@yahoo.com

1474 Main Street • Rahway, NJ 07065

JRS REALTY
Each Office is Individually Owned and Operated

Call me today for a FREE
market analysis of your home

Hablo Espanol

Jose Lino
Sales Associate

Restoration Pharmacy LLC
• Nutritional Supplements
• MoneyGram • Payment Center
• Home Health Care Supplies
• Fax • Copy
• Most Insurance Accepted
• Prescriptions filled in 5 minutes

908-688-8866 • Fax: 908-688-7575
1385 Stuyvesant Avenue • Union NJ

Store Hours
Mon-Fri 9am-8pm
Sat 10am-6pm
Sun Closed

When it comes to pharmacies, few of us think of anyone other than
Walgreens, CVS, or Rite-Aid and Union certainly has several of those.
However, for a different customer service experience, a place to consider
is the Restoration Pharmacy at 1385 Stuyvesant Ave. 
The owner, Charles Ezeonyim founded the business in 2007, after

having worked with large companies like Rite-Aid for twenty years.
While pursuing his degree, he realized that he was fascinated with the
packaging of drugs and the environment of a pharmacy. Coupled with his
penchant for chemistry, he decided that pharmaceuticals was where he
needed to be. With twenty years of experience in the industry, and
Charles feeling that he wanted something to call his own, Restoration
Pharmacy was opened two years after he moved to Union. In choosing
our lovely town as the location for his home and business, he comments
that while New York might have brought in more money, Union was just
as beautiful, but much safer and calmer. 
The most difficult part of his job is competing with the bigger chains,

who can provide lower prices, and insurance companies offering to send
medications directly to the customer’s home. In constant competition,
Charles says that what sets Restoration Pharmacy apart is the very
personal service he and his staff provide; the customers are treated like
family. He recounts the example of a woman whose co-payment on her
medications sometimes reaches one hundred and fifty dollars each. So he

RESTORATION PHARMACY DELIVERS GOOD OLD PERSONALIZED SERVICE
By Viktoria Morozovska

offered to let her pay in increments of twenty dollars a week, until her bill
was covered. The pharmacy also offers free blood pressure checks every
day.
When asked about his advice for future entrepreneurs, he says the three

things that made him successful are working hard, being honest, and
trusting God. He plans on remaining a permanent fixture in Union’s
business community as long as he has the strength. 

(above) Restoration pharmacy owner Charles Ezeonyim 
and the business’ quaint corner store appearance.
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$2 OFF
Any Purchase

Of $10 or more

“Don Alex” Restaurant
Limit 1 per customer. Cannot be combined 
with other offers or discounts. Exp. 4-15-13

$5 OFF
Any Purchase

Of $20 or more

“Don Alex” Restaurant
Limit 1 per customer. Cannot be combined 
with other offers or discounts. Exp. 4-15-13

$10 OFF
Any Purchase

Of $50 or more

“Don Alex” Restaurant
Limit 1 per customer. Cannot be combined 
with other offers or discounts. Exp. 4-15-13

Visit our other locations: In UNION at 1988 Morris Ave. • In ELIZABETH at 356 Rahway Ave.

www.Donalexrestaurant.com 908-349-8060
625 NORTH MICHIGAN AVE. KENILWORTH

“The authentic Peruvian kitchen 
with original flavor”

“The authentic Peruvian kitchen 
with original flavor”

LIVE MUSIC
Fri & Sat

6 pm - 9 pm
Kenilworth Location

We Host Private Parties & Corporate Events!
BYOB

Celebrating the
GRAND OPENING

of our 
Kenilworth Location!


