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North Plainfield 
SENIOR CITIZENS 

GROUP
meets 

EVERY TUESDAY 
at 10:30 am 

at the 
COMMUNITY 
CENTER 
located at 

614 Greenbrook Rd
North Plainfield. 
Senior Citizen Bus is 
available to all North 
Plainfield Seniors. 

To arrange to ride the
bus and for more info,
call 908-753-0707.
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STUDENTS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE LAUNCHES NEW CLUB
Submitted by Julissa Ramirez

We vow to stand in the gap for women who were
silenced by sexual assault & abuse. No more excuses.
November 25th is the International Day for the
Elimination of Violence Against Women. #wearorange
#studentsforsocialchange #thisisusweareone." This
statement went public only a few days before the
International Day for the Elimination of Violence
Against Women in North Plainfield High School.
Instagram photos, tweets on Twitter, morning
announcements, snapchats, and emails throughout the
town were all the ways this new and determined group
had decided to publicize not only this one important
day, but gave a heads up to North Plainfield because
these boys and girls are ready to start a change. 
"The Students for Social Change club is for students

to empower themselves and each other by confronting
issues of social inequality within the school and
community," says Nora Leary when asked about this
new club. Every Friday, students are asked to think
critically about the attitudes and assumptions that are
present in their environment and to in turn educate and
raise awareness within the school. Students are asked to
think about issues concerning race, gender, and class
inequality in such a way that they gain confidence in
themselves as advocates for change. "Last spring, we
[Nora Leary, Argie Kantilierakis, Jane Heinzelmann
and Cara Colabelli] recognized a number of
gender/social issues in our classrooms. We discussed
ways to address these problems and developed the
Students for Social Change club as a potential solution.
Our goal for the club is for our students to raise
awareness concerning issues of social justice within the
school. By the end of the year, we would like for the
students to choose a specific cause for which to raise
awareness in the school and even fund-raise for this
particular cause," explains Leary.
Because the Students for Social Change club is so

diverse, there are more perspectives and opinions
leading to more ideas for the club. Throughout the year
the Students for Social Change club plans to continue
raising awareness as successfully as they did for the
Elimination of Violence Against Women. The members
of Students for Social Change also plan to hold many

fundraisers throughout the year such as National Freedom Day
on February 1st and End It Movement on February 27th.
If anyone is interested in helping or contacting Students for

Social Change email Nora Leary at nora_leary@nplainfield.org. 

(above) Students for Social Change members gather together to
take their first photo as a club.Photo Credit: Nora Leary.

SENIOR CITIZENS HAPPENINGS
The North Plainfield Senior Citizens group

meets every Tuesday at 10:30 am 
at the Community Center 

614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield. 
The Group also sponsors a bus trip to the
Golden Nugget Casino in Atlantic City the

second Wednesday of each month. 
For reservations call Elsie at 908-755-9347. 
For more information regarding membership
and transportation call Frank 908-757-6353.



The Pride of North Plainfield is published by
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PROMOTE YOUR
COMMUNITY EVENT
Community service organizations and

sports teams are encouraged to submit news
of upcoming events or highlights and photos
on recent events.

Organizations 
who are interested 
in submitting 
content can 
email Lynn Sjurset 
at 
lynn@rennamedia.com.

ADVERTISE IN
THIS NEWSPAPER
Each month 6,500 newspapers

are mailed to every home 
and business in the North
Plainfield 07060 zip code.

Reserve space in 
the next issue. 

Call Joe Renna 
at (908) 447-1295
Email: joerenna@
rennamedia.com

COMMON INTERESTS
With An Eye Toward Our Future

Robert J. Goellner, CFP, ChFC, CLU
Financial Planner

rgoellner@sagepointadvisor.com
www.commoninterestsfinancial.com 

SagePoint Financial, Inc. 732-710-4934
160 Durham Avenue, Suite 105 • Metuchen, NJ 08840

The speaker at the Thursday, February 5th
meeting of the North Plainfield Citizens for
Community Rights (NPCCR) will be Robert K.
Graham; the topic will be "How to File a
Property Tax Appeal."  Mr. Graham has been
successful in helping our residents in filing their
appeals for the past 2 years.
Please bring the following with you to this

meeting: paper, pencil, calculator and your most
current green  "Notice of Property Assessment"
card that you received from the boro. If you
believe the amount of your taxes exceeds the
value of your property, Mr. Graham will be able
to assist you.
We meet at the North Plainfield Community

Center 614 Greenbrook Rd. at Clinton Ave. 7:00
PM. All are invited to our meetings.
You can view the current North Plainfield

Police Reports by going to npccr.org
You can view the North Plainfield Council

Meetings and find what your local elected
officials are doing for you or to you, at npccr.org

NPCCR’S HOSTS SPEAKER
ON “HOW TO FILE A

PROPERTY TAX APPEAL”

$2.00 OFF
ANY LARGE PIZZA

Ristorante and Pizza
Eat-in / Takeout Menu / We Deliver

Wishes you Buon Appetito!

Bringing you the very best Italian dishes. 
It is our pleasure to serve you. 

Feel free to bring your own beer or wine. 
Call Ahead for Fast Pickup

(We accept our competitor's coupons!)

393 Somerset St. 
(Somerset Square)

North Plainfield, NJ

(908) 561-7676
Fax (908) 561-7678

Call Ahead for Fast Pickup

BYOB

CHILDREN:
Littles and Bigs Yoga 
Saturday, January 17 

and February 14 at 2:00 pm- 3:00 pm
For ages 6 months to 7 years

Registration begins January 3 and January 31
Kids Game Day 

Thursday, January 15 at 3:30-4:30 pm
For grades 3-5 - No registration

Lego Club
Tuesday, January 20 

and February 17 at 3:30-4:15 pm
For grades K-5 - No registration

TEENS:
Tabletop and Board Game Day 

Wednesday, January 7 at 3:30-5:00 pm
For grades 6-12 - No registration

Teen Cooking
Wednesday, January 14 at 3:30-5:00 pm

For grades 6-12 - Registration begins
December 30

Teen Movie Afternoon: Guardians of the
Galaxy

Wednesday, January 21 at 3:30-5:00 pm
For grades 6-12 - No registration

Decades Day 
Wednesday, January 28 at 3:30-5:00 pm

For grades 6-12 - No registration
ADULTS:

Radical Self-Care
Thursday, January 15 at 7:00 pm

Vegan Cooking with Alana
Thursday, January 22 at 6:30 pm

Online Job Search Skills
Thursday, January 29 at 7:00 pm

NORTH PLAINFIELD
PUBLIC LIBRARY

6 Rockview Avenue, 
North Plainfield, NJ 07060

(908) 755-7909 • www.sclsnj.org
Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed and Thurs: 9:30-9, 

Fri and Sat: 9:30-5
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SUNSET DINER
& RESTAURANT

Rt. 22 East • Green Brook, NJ
732-356-2674 • sunsetdiner.net

With this ad. One per bill. Can not be combined
with any other offers. Expires 2/5/15

With this ad. From Children’s menu. Can not be
combined with any other offers. Expires 2/5/15

$5 OFF
ANY $30 BILL

With this ad. One per bill. Can not be combined
with any other offers. Expires 2/5/15

10% OFF
TOTAL BILL

CHILD EATS
FREE

with purchase of an entree

With this ad. One per bill. Can not be combined
with any other offers. Expires 2/5/15

With this ad. From Children’s menu. Can not be
combined with any other offers. Expires 2/5/15

$5 OFF
ANY $30 BILL

With this ad. One per bill. Can not be combined
with any other offers. Expires 2/5/15

10% OFF
TOTAL BILL

CHILD EATS
FREE

with purchase of an entree

“The Best Pancakes in New Jersey”
Since 1928

• DAILY SPECIALS
• FRESH BAKED GOODS
• FINEST INGREDIENTS
• HOMEMADE SOUPS
• DESSERT INCLUDED
• FRESH MEATS & FISH
• WHOLE WHEAT PANCAKES
WITH MOST ENTREES

• TURKEY SAUSAGE
• Serving Breakfast 
24 hours / 7 Days

GIFT
CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE!!

OPEN
24 HOURS
7 DAYS

Breakfast Specials
Just $3.95...................

Lunch Specials
Just $6.45...................

Discount Menu
Just

$11.75

Mon-Fri

6am-11am

Mon-Fri

11am-3pm

Monday - Sunday

11am - 9pm

2015 White Castle

Munsee                 District
Boy Scout Chess Tournament
Saturday, February 21, 2015

10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Sign-in/setup starts at 9:00 am

Cranford Community Center
220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ • 908.709.7283

Open to all registered Boy Scouts/Venturers/Explorers.
Limited to 40 players who must know how to play chess. Registration is $6 

Use Patriots' Path Council Munsee District Double Knot link to register on-line 
at ppbsa.doubleknot.com/event/1564572

Email Jim Parlapiano jim.parlapiano@bankofamerica.com for more info.

Trophies awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place finishers.
Commemorative ribbons and gift bags for all participants.
Lunch will be provided by White Castle for all players. 

This tournament meets the 6a requirement for earning a Chess merit badge.

Event Sponsored by 
Event coordinated by

2nd
Annual

THE PRIDEOF NORTH PLAINFIELD IS ON-LINE AT
WWW.RENNAMEDIA.COM 

like us on facebook.com/RennaMedia
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EDUCATION FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES WINNER 
OF 2014 TEACHER MINI GRANTS

Submitted by Robert J. Goellner President

The Education Foundation of North Plainfield
is pleased to announce that three of our teachers
have been awarded one of this year’s Education
Foundation’s 2014 Mini Grants!  Our Grant
Committee felt that their projects more than met
our criteria for interesting and innovative
education programs which expand the
educational experience of our students.  The
committee particularly appreciated the thought
that, as one winner said, “These (projects) will
provide today’s students with 21st Century
skills.”
The recipients are Cynthia Crawford for her

program entitled “Geocaching” involving the
use of GPS technology, Teresa Thompson for

the “Canuck Central Student Staff Pride”
program centered on the NPHS/MS school store
which promotes school pride, and Dr. Sarah
O’Donnell who is going to bring, “Trout in the
Classroom” to offer hands on learning about
environmental sensitivity and conservation
methods for our native species.
The Mini Grants will be awarded at the Board

of Education meeting on January 21st.  They
will receive their Mini Grant checks at that time
and will be asked to offer a short summary of
their program to the Board members.  They will
also be asked to share with the Foundation some
pictures and highlights of the program at its
conclusion.

MANY HANDS HELP OUR COMMUNITY IN 
STUDENT COUNCIL “PARTNERSHIP” FOOD DRIVE

Submitted by Donna Patton

The Student Council “Partnership” just
completed its 11th year with a very successful
food drive campaign.  The “Partnership” joined
together the Somerset School and Middle
School Student Councils to collect a large
bounty of food in their classrooms and
homerooms since mid-October, which was
earmarked for the North Plainfield Food Pantry.
Additionally, the Middle School held a “Student
vs. Staff” Kickball game to raise canned goods
and money for the food drive.
Mr.Jaime, vice-principal of Somerset School,

welcomed students, faculty, staff and family
members to this food sort and delivery event
where students from the North Plainfield Middle
School Student Council joined the Somerset
School Student Council to sort the donated food
items. Students, parents and faculty volunteers
worked together to sort, box, label, and load the
food into cars and then transported the food to
the local North Plainfield Food Pantry.
Throughout the whole process, students were
enthusiastic about helping their community and
local families.

Long time Food Pantry volunteer
coordinators, Martha and George Truxel, and
upcoming coordinator, Jessica Pratt, welcomed
this bounty of food with open arms and
expressed their deep appreciation for the
generosity of our donations. Between the two
schools, more than 2,300 items were collected!

The Student Council “Partnership” was
established in 2004 by Ms. Patton, Somerset
School physical education and health instructor.
The mission of the “Partnership” has always
been to re-stock the shelves of the North
Plainfield Food Pantry for the upcoming holiday
season.  Students worked together in a
collaborative effort through this community-
based project with priorities to have middle
school students provide mentorship and
guidance to the grade 5 and 6 students resulting
in a co-existence of teamwork, cooperation,
leadership, respect and camaraderie.
The culmination of this food drive brought

together faculty, staff, administrators and
student members, and we are all particularly
proud of this community project and the
“Partnership.” 
Special thanks to Kate Moore, Elefthreria

Fiotakis, and Lindsey Mulry, student council
advisors from both schools, as well as all of the
classroom teachers, administrators, parents, and
students for their tireless efforts and wonderful
support.

PBA TOY DRIVE BRINGS HAPPINESS AND CHEER
Submitted by North Plainfield Police Department

(left, l-r): Parking Authority Agent Dana Biggs;
Dispatcher Hope Arthur and Police Officer
Michael Jean-Baptiste  

The North Plainfield Patrolman’s Benevolent
Association, Local 85, once again conducted its
annual Christmas and Holiday Season toy drive.
The program assists several local families in the
North Plainfield community by providing toys
and gifts to bring happiness and good cheer.
PBA President Conceicao said, “This connects
the PBA membership to local families by
assisting with both needs and children’s wish

lists.”
Officer Tim Boykoff orchestrated the drive

this year as he has done in years past.  He
received significant help from North Plainfield
Parking Enforcement Agent Dana Biggs,
Dispatcher Cynthia Cancel and Dispatcher Hope
Arthur. Each year PBA 85 modifies the toy
drive, endeavoring to maximize assistance to
local families in the Borough. Chief Parenti said,
“What started as a PBA project has expanded to
include all members of the North Plainfield
Police Department family; supporting the
community we proudly serve.”

#1 Choice for Garbage Servicein North Plainfield

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
www.marlindisposal.com
Located in North Plainfield

Owned by David & Michael Dellipoali, 
Proudly Serving North Plainfield for over 60 years.

SIGN UP TODAY



The Pride • Page 5 • January 2015HUNDREDS ENJOY BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
Submitted by Susan Durick

The North Plainfield Optimist club held their
annual "Breakfast With Santa" fundraiser on
Saturday, December 13 at the Vermeule Center
in North Plainfield. Santa Claus was joined by
hundreds of local excited children and their
families for a delicious breakfast and a picture
with Santa. 
The Optimist club prepared the breakfast, and

the serving was done by the ROTC "Elves" from
North Plainfield High School. Breakfast with
Santa has been a long standing community
activity and fundraiser sponsored by the North
Plainfield Optimists. If you would like to learn
more about the Optimists, please contact Sandi
Helck at 908-361-2152.

(above) North Plainfield Optimist Club
members at “Breakfast with Santa”

(above) North Plainfield High School ROTC working as Santa's helpers
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Submitted by North Plainfield Schools

Sponsored by a North Plainfield PRIDE in
Public Education Grant, 4th grade teacher,
Kathy Porter, invited relatives of her students to
come to East End Elementary School to spend
time together enjoying reading, reflecting on
past family memories, and creating new ones.
Learning about their country is a highlight of

4th grade social studies. Across our diverse
country lie traditions, landforms, products,
animals, plants, foods, and sights just waiting to
be discovered by inquisitive students.
“Studying authentic literature is a hands-on,

real-world way to discover and understand the
regions of our country,” states educator Kathy
Porter.
One book, in particular, spoke strongly of

family and became the basis for our event. The

(above) The Family is all here: including Mom,
Priscilla Castro; Dad, Fidel Castro; Cousin
Steven and Fourth Grader Ronald Castro

Relatives Came, by Cynthia Rylant, is a sweet
tale of simpler times. Two families, gathering in
Appalachia to reunite for an extended family
reunion, from different backgrounds and ways,
discover pleasures in their differences as they
work, play, and picnic together.
No less than 20 moms, dads, brothers, sisters,

aunts, uncles, cousins, godparents, and
grandparents surprised the students, giving a
whole new meaning to “the relatives came!”
Smiles, hugs, and kisses were exchanged as the
students came to understand why “ the relatives
came!”  Mirroring the picnic in the book, the
students and families enjoyed grapes,
watermelon, and bologna sandwiches while
relaxing and reading together, resulting in a
wonderful start to the Thanksgiving holiday.

(above, l-r) Fourth Grader Heily Jamie enjoys
special family time with her Aunt Karina, sister

Emely and mom, Evelyn Funes

(above) Fourth Grader, Naomi Pieters, enjoys
a snuggle with her mom, Nicole Pieters, when

the relatives came to read at East End.

(above) Fourth Grader Joffre Yumiguano has
fun reading with a friend and Theo's family. 

(l-r): Angelo Desipris, Susan Megaloudis, Theo
Desipris and Joffre Yumiguano

SOMERSET COUNTY BAR FOUNDATION “MAKING A DIFFERENCE”
Submitted by Submitted by Francine A. Gargano, ESQ

Each year the Somerset County Bar
Foundation presents a variety of awards to
community programs. This year $250.00 was
presented to the D.A.R.E. program in North
Plainfield
D.A.R.E, which stands for Drug Abuse

Resistance Education, has been taught in North
Plainfield since 1990 and by Detective Eric
Fowler since 1996. The program used by
Detective Fowler is the "Keeping It Real"
program which is taught to fifth grade students
at Somerset School. The program runs from
January to April and culminates in a
"graduation" where the students read essays and
receive gifts provided by Municipal Alliance
and Youth Services.
"I have taught 4500 kids and hope that I

provided them with the essentials to lead
healthy and safe lives," Detective Fowler stated.
Mayor Michael Giordano, Jr. and Lieutenant
Gerard Clyne were also present to receive the
award. The funds for the awards presented by
the Somerset County Bar Foundation come from
the annual Legal Runaround and the UCare
program offered by Unity Bank.
Anyone banking at Unity Bank can tell their

banker that they would like to support the
Somerset County Bar Foundation. The bank will
then make a donation according to the rules of
the program at no cost to the consumer. It is easy
and free and helps the Bar Foundation with its
mission.  For more information regarding the
UCare program, contact Charisse N. Allington at
(908) 769-0303.

The Somerset County Bar Foundation is a
non-profit organization that reaches out to the
public and local legal community to offer
programs, services and funding.  Formed as a
separate, charitable organization from the Bar
Association, the Somerset County Bar
Foundation currently offers or supports the
following annual programs and fundraisers: The
Vincent J. Apruzzese High School Mock Trial
Competition, Law Day/Court Night Program,
5K “Legal Runaround”, Bikes4Kids, and a
dinner with a  basket raffle.  The Foundation
uses a portion of the proceeds from the
fundraisers to support the Raymond R.
Trombadore Scholarship and local non-profit
organizations such as Legal Services, Middle
Earth, Project DARE, Community Hope,
S.T.E.P., Court Appointed Special Advocates,
Alternatives, Inc., and Central Jersey Housing
Resource Center among others.
The Annual 5K Legal Runaround is the major

fundraising event for the Foundation. Thee
event features kids dashes, a 3K poker walk and
a USATF sanctioned 5K run through the streets
of Somerville. This year it will be held on
May21st.  For more information contact Carol
Ann Winder, Executive Director of the
Foundation at (908) 685-2323.

(above, l-r) Somerset County Foundation
Immediate Past Chair Francine A. Gargano,

D.A.R.E. Officer; Detective Eric Fowler; North
Plainfield Mayor, Michael Giordano, Jr. and

Lieutenant Gerard Clyne .



The Pride • Page 7 • January 2015

For more information, please call

908-490-1600
Fax: 908-490-1601

www.hibachigrillandbuffetnj.com
BLUE STAR SHOPPING CENTER

1701 U.S. Highway 22 West • Watchung

Serving

LOBSTER
 or CRAB

 LEGS

with othe
r Special

 Items

Every Ho
liday

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 2/10/15.

$125 OFFADULT BUFFET
With purchase of a beverage per person

Watchung • 908-490-1600
Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other

offers or discounts. Expires 2/10/15.

$250 OFF
2 ADULT
BUFFETS

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 2/10/15.

$500 OFF
4 ADULT
BUFFETS

Of $100 or more. Monday - Thursday Only.
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 2/10/15.

$10 OFF
ANY ONE
PARTY

Dinner 3:30pm - 9:30pm
Adult ..........................$10.99
Kids 7-10......................$6.99
Kids 3-6........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

Lunch 11am - 3:30pm
Adult ...........................$7.39
Kids 7-10 .....................$5.39
Kids 3-6 .......................$3.39
2 & Under..................FREE!

Dinner 3:30pm - 9:30pm
Adult ..........................$10.99
Kids 7-10 ......................$6.99
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

Lunch 11am - 3:30pm
Adult ............................$7.99
Kids 7-10......................$5.99
Kids 3-6........................$3.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

11am - 10pm
Adult...........................$10.99
Kids 7-10 ......................$6.99
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under ...................FREE!

MONDAY - THURSDAY

FRIDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY ALL DAY DINNER

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

SUSHI
Fantastic range of freshly prepared sushi. 

Most selection and top quality among all competitors. 
It is far from the typical “buffet quality” sushi. 
At HIBACHI, you don’t sacrifice taste for price.

BUFFET
Elegant, modern, fresh, executed with care and 

confidence. HIBACHI Grill Supreme Buffet brings together 
250+ of fresh-made Asian dishes in eleven buffet bars.

HIBACHI
Choose your favorite ingredients from dozens of seafood, 
meats and vegetables. Watch our chef preparing them in 
our special hibachi sauce to create a full-flavored dish.

ASK US ABOUT CATERING YOUR NEXT EVENT!
We have a large party room available for birthday parties, office meetings & weddings.

Large Parking Lot to
Accommodate our Customers

10% DISCOUNT
Seniors 60+, Military,

Police, College Students
Hibachi Grill Supreme Buffet (Show ID)
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Fresh Fruit &              Vegetable Market
Freshly
baked 
Portuguese
and 
Italian bread 
delivered daily!

908-757-7730 • 950 Route 22 East • North Plainfield, NJ

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat: 9:00 am to 7:00 pm

Sun: 9:00 am to 5:00pm

“We’re Not 
Just 

Produce”

q t u ] 

Top or Little 
Neck Clams
$399

/dozen

FRESH FISH
Available Thursday

to Sunday
Filleted, Steaked, 

Cleaned to your liking!

16/20
size

FRESH FRUIT OR VEGETABLE PLATTERS

COUPON COUPON COUPON

$2.00 OFF
your purchase of 
$20.00 OR MORE

Perfect for 
Special 

Occasions!

COUPON

FRESH COD FILLET 

$599
lb

16/20
size

COUPON

FRESH SHRIMP
$999

lb

Platters over stuffed with the best the season has to offer.
14 inch 24.99 • 16 inch 29.99 • 18 inch 39.99

somersetfarms@verizon.net
somersetfarmsnj.com

By the pound only. Limit 1 lb per customer per coupon per day.
Not to be combined with other offer. Offers good thru 2/15/15.

Must purchase 1 lb. Limit 1 lb. per coupon. Coupon may not be combined
with other offers. Limit 1 offer and coupon per day. Offer expires 2/15/15.

Excludes garden center and fish purchases. Limit 1 offer per customer
per day. Not to be combined with other offer. Offer expires 2/15/15.

Must purchase 1 lb. Limit 1 lb. per coupon. Coupon may not be combined
with other offers. Limit 1 offer and coupon per day. Offer expires 2/15/15.

By the pound only. Limit 1 lb per customer per coupon per day.
Not to be combined with other offer. Offers good thru 2/15/15.

NPF1

NPF1

NPF1 NPF1

Your
One-stop
Party Place

Fresh Mozzarella

$599
lb

Boar's Head
Imported Ham

$699
lb

NPF1

SUPER BOWL PARTY SPECIALS

Place y
ou

order to
day!

• 2 to 6 foot subs

• Veggie Platters
• Fruit Platters
• Cheese Platters
• Antipasto Platters


