FREE
Union’s Hometown Newspaper

UNION’S HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER

GARDEN STATE RYDERZ MOTORCYCLE CLUB JULY FUNDRAISER

On July 18,2015 Garden State Ryderz Motorcycle Club
held their Christmas in July fundraiser at the Indian
Motorcycle dealership located in Union, New Jersey.
Fifth Annual
Participants were asked to donate $10 with a new toy, and
MAYOR’S DAY $20 without a toy. The money raised that day will be sent to
the Garden State Ryderz MC fallen brother Manny Ruivo,
5K RUN
wife and two children. Ruivo had passed away in November
Sunday
of a massive heart attack. Ruivo was honored during event.
SEPT. 20, 2015 This year’s ride also honored WWII Navy Veteran, Walter
start at
Woytowicz. A Linden resident who served his country from
UNION HIGH SCHOOL 1944 -1946. Mr. Woytowicz passed away on February 3,
2015 and was not given a full military funeral because his
on Cooke Drive.
official records were missing. After they were found,
Registration begins
members of the club worked to give Woytowicz the honor he
at 7:45 a.m.
rightly deserved.
with race commencing
Walter was born in Elizabeth, N.J., lived in Linden and
at 9:00 a.m.
Colonia and resided in Point Pleasant since 1974. He was
self-employed and was the owner of Woyts Tavern in Linden,
DETAILS ON and
he also owned Woyt Trucking Co. in Linden.
PAGE 2
The United States Navy sent a full Honor Guard, they
traveled all the way from New London, Connecticut, to pay
tribute to Walter Woytowicz, an American hero, and
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presented his family with the American Flag during a
ceremony.
The Garden State Ryderz is a non-profit family oriented
motorcycle club that organizes fund raisers throughout the
year to help those in need.

(above) Union Police Officer David Popick presented the
flag to Walter’s son and grandson.

ECRWSS

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PHILA PA 191
PERMIT NO.7575

UNION TOWNSHIP
CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

Issue 56 • August 2015

(above, l-r) Union Police
officers David Popick and
Robert Leamy folding the flag.
Leamy also played bag pipes.

(above) Manny Ruivo's family in attendance for his memorial.

Photo albums of this and other events can be found online at Spirit of Union is on line at www.rennamedia.com Also
on facebook.com at Spirit of Union. Feel Free to “Like” “Tag” and “Share”.

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT ISSUE
Call Tina today to reserve the space in this or other Renna Media publications.

Each month 5,500 newspapers are printed.
5,000 are mailed free to homes and businesses in Union.

Reserve space in the next issue. Call Tina today
at 908-418-5586 or email info@rennamedia.com
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Spirit of Union is published by Renna Media.
5,500 newspapers are printed monthly and
5,000 are mailed free to businesses and residents
in Union and distributed free at distribution sites
throughout town.
Although great care has been taken to ensure
the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.
Tina & Joe Renna, Publishers
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 418-5586 • Fax: (908) 709-9209
E-mail: info@rennamedia.com

Like us on Facebook!
Facebook.com
/SpiritOfUnion
View, share and download
photos of Union events
and others at

www.RennaMedia.com

UNION TOWNSHIP CHAMBER PLANS FIFTH
ANNUAL MAYOR’S DAY 5K RUN

Get up, grab your running shoes and join the
Union Township Chamber of Commerce again
this year at its Fifth Annual Mayor’s Day 5K
Run on Sunday, September 20, 2015. A
committee has been actively working over the
summer to plan and expand this year’s event.
Held rain or shine, the event will start at
Union High School on Cooke Drive.
Registration begins at 7:45 a.m. with the actual
race commencing at 9:00 a.m. Participants will
traverse a USATF – certified course beginning
and ending at the high school. This year’s course
is being updated and redesigned.
Eugene Mitchell of Spencer Savings Bank
and Hayley O’Connor of Electro America, Inc,
both of Union, have been named co-chairs of
this year’s 5K.
“This year marks the fifth anniversary of this
popular community event, and we are working
to make it our biggest and better ever,” said
Chamber Executive James Masterson. “We are
grateful to the Township of Union Board of
Education for generously hosting this event, and
we are holding it on a Sunday this year, based
upon feedback from last year.”
Prizes will be awarded for various categories,
and t-shirts and gift bags will be distributed to
participants.
Masterson added that a portion of the
proceeds will go to benefit a local resident, 10-year-old Benjamin Duvelson of Union, who was
diagnosed with sickle cell anemia, and has
endured multiple hospitalizations and
treatments. “We are so pleased that Union

Mayor Manuel Figueiredo shared Ben’s story
with us, and we are thrilled to be able to help
him in some way through this event,” Masterson
said. “We encourage our community to come out
in support of this boy and his family, while
enjoying a fun day with their own families as
well.”

TO REGISTER, GO ONLINE TO
WWW.RUNSIGNUP.COM
and enter Mayor’s Day 5K.
Further information is available
by contacting the Chamber directly
at 908-688-2777,
visiting www.unionchamber.com
or emailing the Chamber at
executivedirector@unionchamber.com.

The day will also feature a Kid’s Run for
grades K through 5 at the high school’s Cooke
Memorial Football Field. This event will begin
at 9:00 a.m., with registration from 8:00 a.m. to
8:45 a.m. The cost to participate is $5.00,
payable at the gate. There will be no
preregistration – all participants must register
that morning. The Kid’s Run is sponsored and
coordinated by the Gateway Family YMCA.
Businesses wishing to become a sponsor may
contact Masterson at executivedirector@
unionchamber.com for a listing of the various
levels of support. All sponsorships include a
table at the event for businesses to showcase
their companies.
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KENILWORTH
COMING SOON!

Franchises now available!
Call our office for details.

Locations in:
• JCC of Central NJ

• Scotch Plains
• Hampton

• Roselle Park • Springfield
• Boonton
• Howell
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LIBERTY HALL MUSEUM
FARMERS MARKET
1003 MORRIS AVE. , UNION
Directions:
Across Morris Ave. from Kean University.
Entrance at Liberty Hall Center

THURSDAYS
MAY 8TH - OCT. 30TH, 2014
12:00 am - 6:00 pm:

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION

The Township of Union held its Annual
Independence Day Celebration on Saturday, July
4, 2015. The Festivities began with Union’s 8th
Annual Soap Box Derby on Stuyvesant Avenue.
The 1st Place winner was Catarina Guimaraes
with Nicholas Quinones taking 2nd Place. The
festivities continued in the evening with the first
of our “Summer Concert Series” with the band
“John Christian & Soiree”. They provided the
entertainment at Biertuempfel Park followed by a
Fireworks Spectacular.

Hours change after Sept. 1st to 11am-5pm

(908) 352-8915/ Susan Beddia
Fax: (908) 352-8915
Email: lhmcfm@gmail.com
Variety of Jersey Fresh produce plus Wine,
cheese, breads, honey, trail mix, ready to go
foods, pickles, olives, nuts, dried fruit, natural
skin care products, olive oil, Middle Eastern
foods, lemonade.

Children events 4th Thursday of the
month, register by e-mail, $3.00 fee
WIC/FMNP vouchers accepted by some farmers

Kathleen Gwaldis
EXPERIENCE, COMMITMENT
INTEGRITY, RESULTS
Full-Service Realtor for 29 years.
Union Specialist.

Call for a FREE Market Analysis Today!

Realtor Associate

(908) 400-8409
Office

Weichert President’s Club

973-376-5579 x 165

505 Millburn Avenue, Short Hills, NJ 07078

(above l-r) Catarina Guimaraes, Mayor Manuel
Figueiredo and Nicholas Quinones.
Photo albums of this
and other events can
be found online at
Spirit of Union is
online at
www.rennamedia.com
Also on facebook.com
at Spirit of Union.
Feel Free to
“Like” “Tag”
and “Share”

Spirit of UNION • Page 5 • August 2015

Spirit of UNION • Page 6 • August 2015

UNION RESIDENTS EARN NURSING DIPLOMAS

A class of 46 completed the co-operative League for Nursing (NLN) Accrediting
nursing program offered through Trinitas School Commission, Inc. through Fall 2020. The NLN's
of
Commissioners’
extended
of Nursing and Union County College (UCC) Board
this spring.The graduates now hold nursing accreditation is based on the School's
diplomas and Associate in Science degrees designation as an NLN Center of Excellence; the
Clean out your house, fill up your soul! Do you
granted at graduation. exercises held recently at length of employment of the faculty, all of
have clothing, toys and small housewares
the UCC campus in Cranford. Four men were whom hold certification as Certified Nurse
gathering dust in your house? Your de-cluttering
among the graduates who hail from Cape May, Educators (CNE); the School's fostering of
can do so much good in our community! Please
Essex, Middlesex, Monmouth and Union excellence among students with English as a
bring your donations of clothing and accessories
Counties, as well as the Bronx, Brooklyn and second language; the School's nurturing
(men's, women's, kid's and maternity), gently
Staten Island, New York. The following Union environment for student support that encourages
used toys, small housewares and Halloween
residents graduated: Carlo Castro, Maria Jose success among the entire student body, and the
costumes to The Jumble Store, 110 Walnut Ave,
excellent relationships among the Trinitas
Heredia, and Maria Frances Martino.
in Cranford. "Donation Days" are every
Trinitas School of Nursing currently holds Regional Medical Center nursing staff, clinical
Wednesday through August 26 from 4:00pmfull continuing accreditation from The National unit managers, faculty and students.
6:00pm.
If you cannot make it to one of these days but
have items to contribute to the store please
contact
Donna
Laterza
atinformation@jlepnj.organd we will be glad to
make alternate drop off arrangements.
The Jumble Store is owned and operated by
The Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
(JLEP). The Junior League of ElizabethPlainfield is a non-profit women’s organization
dedicated to achieving lasting community impact
through the efforts of our volunteers and to the
development of the leadership potential of
women. The JLEP currently runs theCareer
Closet,which provides free business clothing to
women re-entering the workforce in need of
career wear. In the past 12 years, we provided
free suits, shoes and accessories to over 1400
women. The JLEP is pleased to announce our
newest community service project,The Teen
Closet, which provides resume, college essay
editing services and career clothes to high schoolaged teen girls. Visitwww.jlepnj.orgfor more
(above) Union residents Carlo Castro, Maria Jose Heredia, and Maria Frances Martino. were
information on how you can help!
among the graduating class of Trinitas School of Nursing. Photo by Trinitas School of Nursing

DONATION DAYS AT THE
JUMBLE STORE
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MEET BENJAMIN….THIS YEAR’S RECIPIENT
OF A PORTION OF THE 5K PROCEEDS

Ten-year-old Benjamin was born healthy at
seven pounds and two ounces. It was at 10 days
old when Benjamin’s parents received notice
from the State to make an appointment because
the State-mandated sickle cell screening came
back positive. Sickle Cell Anemia is a hereditary
disease in which the red blood cells are crescent
moon shape instead of round. Due to their
crescent shape the red blood cells are rigid and
sticky which can slow or block blood flow and
oxygen to vital parts and organs. This often
creates intolerable pain.
Ben’s first hospital admission was at seven
months for a fever. Since then, he has been
admitted for Vaso occlusive crisis, pneumonia
and fevers numerous times. When he was
younger, his arms/legs would swell up -- helping
the family to identify the reason for his
crankiness and tears. The disease required him
to have surgeries, frequent tests, blood
drawings, multiple blood transfusions and
hospital admissions. There is only one cure for
this illness: a bone marrow transplant, which can
be very dangerous. The illness continues to
claim lives in early adulthood.
In September 2014, Ben was diagnosed with
Stage IV Avascular Necrosis to the left hip
resulting from loss of blood flow to the femur
head. This has left Ben unable to walk without
pain or assistance. Being too young for a hip
replacement, he has endured many procedures
followed by months of hospitalization and
rehab. Ben has been recovering well; however,
he still has days ofpain and fatigue from the
anemia.
Ben is an intelligent youngster wholoves to

UNION HIGH SCHOOL
CLASS OF 1972
LET’S GET TOGETHER FOR A BBQ!!
Saturday

SEPTEMBER 19, 2015
4:00 – 10:00 pm
The menu is as follows:
Pulled Pork * Ribs * Chicken *
Hamburgers * Hot Dogs * Baked Beans
Corn on the Cob * Potato Salad * Cole
Slaw * Macaroni Salad * All the Fixings’
* Dessert * Soda * Water & BYOB

AMERICAN LEGION HALL POST 35

make people laugh. He is the fourth son od
parentsEmmanuel and Perette Duvelson. His
three older brothers have traits of the illness. His
younger brother shows no sign of illness. They
have learned to adjust to many changes that this
illness has cause to the family.
The Union Township Chamber of Commerce
is pleased to donate a portion of this year’s
Mayor’s Day 5K proceeds to help defray some
of the medical expenses associated with Ben’s
treatment. We are grateful to Union Mayor
Manuel Figueiredo for sharing the family’s story
with us. Join us in helping Benjamin and his
family by running, walking or becoming a
sponsor of this community event!

3 Bond Drive, Union, NJ 07083
Limited number of tickets available!!
Tickets will be reserved once your check
is received. No paying at the door.
Please send an email to:
unionhs1972@gmail.com
letting us know if you will be attending!
Please send again if you already
expressed a yes.
**IMPORTANT**
Send a check for $38 per person
Payable to: “Class of 1972 UHS Reunion”
Mail to: Carol Nagy
134 Wyoming Ave, Union, NJ 07083
To reserve your ticket.

RELAX...We’ll Fix the Air!
AUGUST ONLY!
$800 INSTANT CASH REBATE
ON NEW INSTALLATIONS
Limit one coupon per transaction. Must hand in coupon during time of service
appointment. Applies to qualifying systems only. Expires 8/31/15

7915

$50 SAVINGS
On Plumbing, Cooling or Electric Work
Limit one coupon per transaction. Must hand in coupon during time of service appointment.
8015
Expires 10/15/15

FREE SERVICE CALL
Monday-Friday During Normal Business Hours
Limit one coupon per transaction. Must hand in coupon during time of service appointment.
8115
Expires 10/15/15

D.Weltman Plumbing Lic. #6440
G. Nowicki Elec. #6808
Elec. Bus. Permit #6808-A
HIC#13VH04948800 HVAC #1228

888-603-2182
WeltmanHomeServices.com
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BALLOONS TO HEAVEN….

On December 15, 2014, the students of
Jefferson School Room 213 suffered a
tremendous loss. Crystal Scretchen, a beloved
friend and mentor passed away in a tragic
accident leaving those who knew her with a void
in their hearts. To the students of 213, Miss
Crystal, as they called her, was a constant in
their lives for more than 3 years, looking out for
them, making them laugh, and constantly
supporting them. It’s been a difficult school year
dealing with such a loss, but on the last day of
school, the students decided on a tribute that was
fitting for Miss Crystal.
Scretchen was a beloved employee of the
Union School district for over twenty-seven
years. She devoted herself to care for the
students she has helped over the years, and had

a smile that could light up any room. She loved
music, and could be heard singing through the
halls at any given moment. The students were
eager to pay one final tribute to Miss Crystal
before the school year ended, and one of the
students approached their teacher Mrs. Minnoia
about writing special messages to Miss Crystal
and sending them up in the air using colorful
balloons. The idea was born, and on the last day
of school students and teachers wrote special
notes that were placed in balloons that would be
sent up into the sky. Mrs. Minnoia shared “Miss
Crystal was an inspiration and a shining light.
Her presence is still all around us. The students
were excited to write messages to Miss Crystal
as a tribute, she will always remain in all of our
hearts.”

OPEN EVERY DAY

WE DELIVER
All entrees
are $9.95

BYOB

Huge gourmet
Pizza display!

to our brand
new dining room
Join the
“Lil’ John’s
Rewards
Club”
Come in for details.

(908) 688-7500
1424 Morris Ave. Union, NJ
www.liljohnspizza.com

25% OFF ENTIRE BILL
With this coupon. Not to be combined
with any other special offers or discounts. Exp. 9/10/15.

(above) Students sent balloons to heaven with notes for a beloved teacher.

SENIOR PROM CELEBRATED AT THE
GATEWAY FAMILY YMCA – FIVE POINTS BRANCH

The Gateway Family YMCA –Five Points
Branch hosted a “Senior Prom” this Spring,
celebrating the senior members and their
vibrant, healthy lives.The Five Points Branch,
located at 201 Tucker Avenue, Union, NJ,
provides specialized programs focusing on
Families, Youth, Teens and Senior members,
along with traditional YMCA programs and
child care. “Much like our youth and teen
members, our seniors begin to see the Y almost
as a second home.There is a great sense of
belonging here for them and I wanted to create
an environment in which they are associating
coming to the Y as a place to do something fun
and enjoyable to better their lives. It’s these
types of events that allow the seniors to feel
comfortable and create lasting memories,”
stated Thomas Galuppo, Health Living Director.
The Senior Prom was designed to celebrate
senior members with an afternoon of music,
dancing
food
and
good
company.
Approximately 50 people attended this year’s
Senior Prom in the YMCA’s gymnasium. There
was a DJ playing a variety of music, including
popular line dances and songs on request.A
Prom King and Queen were crowned by the
fellow attendees at the end of the event. Props
were available for photos, and members were
happily commenting on the posts to the Y’s
Facebook page. One YMCA member, Linda
Greer, stated, “Thank you to the wonderful
directors and staff for a great afternoon at the
Senior Prom! It was so much fun. I love dancing
and had a blast! You guys know how to party.”
For those who attended the prom, there were
a lot great memories made, friendships forged
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(above) Approximately 50 people attended this
year’s Senior Prom held in the YMCA’s
gymnasium. A DJ played a variety of music,
including popular line dances and songs on
request.

and community bonding. “The event definitely
brought our seniors back in time and made them
feel young again,” added Danielle Cioffi,
District Executive Director. “So many seniors
went out of their way to let me know they had a
blast and looked forward to more events like this
at the branch.”
Admission to the prom consisted of a $2
donation to the YMCA’s Annual Support
Campaign, which provides financial assistance
for YMCA membership and programs. “Many
of the members who came to the events attend
our Active Older Adult and Water Exercise
classes on a regular basis, and many of their
friendships started right here at our YMCA,”
added Jessica Samolewicz, Associate Executive
Director.
The Gateway Family YMCA is a 501(c)(3)

“The authentic Peruvian kitchen
with original flavor”

(above) Theodore and Carolyn Thomas
(Hillside, NJ), Prom King and Queen.

non-profit, health and community service
organization of caring staff and volunteers
dedicated to strengthening the foundations of
community and stands For Youth Development,
For Healthy Living and For Social
Responsibility. The Gateway Family YMCA
impacts the community by providing quality
services to people of all ages, races, faith or
incomes. The Y doesn’t just strengthen bodies –
it strengthens people, families and communities.

625 North Michigan Avenue,
Kenilworth, NJ • 908-349-8060
Visit our other locations:
1988 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ
356 Rahway Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ

BYOB
www.DonAlexRestaurant.com
LIVE MUSIC
Fri & Sat
6 pm - 9 pm
Kenilworth Location

The Best
Chicken in
New Jersey

We Host Private Parties
& Corporate Events!
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HOUSES OF WORSHIP
SECURITY AWARENESS
SEMINAR PLANNED

The City of Linden will be sponsoring a
“Houses of Worship Security Awareness
Seminar” on August 19, 2015 from 6:30 pm to
8:00 pm at the JTG Recreation Center located at
330 Helen St. Linden. The seminar will open
with a message from Mayor Derek Armstead,
followed by a powerpoint presentation delivered
by Captain Jonathan Parhamdescribing the
current threats facing houses of worship. A
discussion on physical security measures for
houses of worship will follow, along with
identifying several resources parishioners can
utilize to conduct their own facility security audit,
or utilize the services of a Crime Prevention
Officer from the Linden Police Department.
While the seminar is designed for faith based
leaders whose facilities are located within the
City of Linden, everyone is welcome! To register
for the seminar, or if you have additional
questions regarding the seminar, please contact
Captain Jonathan Parham at jparham@lpdnj.org
or call (908) 413-1998.

EYES ON YOU
FAMILY EYECARE AND OPTICAL
1535 Irving Street, Rahway, NJ
732-388-3900
www.primaryecp.com/eyesonyou

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Glaucoma Testing and Cataract Evaluations
Treatment and Management of Ocular Disease
Variety of Eyewear including Designer Brands
Comprehensive Eye Examinations
Our Office Hours:
Contact Lens Examinations
Mon: 10am to 6pm
Variety of Contact lenses
Tues: 10am to 6pm
Wed: Closed
Eyeglass Repairs

Dr. M. Williams
Optometric Physician
Lic#. 27OA00565300/27OM00062400

INSURANCES:
• Medicare
•
• Oxford
• Medicaid
•
• VSP
• Qualcare
•
• Aetna
• Davis Vision
•
• Avesis
• Blue Cross Blue Shield of NJ •
• Vision Benefits of America
• Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield

Thur: 10am to 6pm
Fri: 10am to 6pm
Sat: 9am to 2pm
Sun: Closed
Late appointments are
available by request.

NVA
Block Vision
Superior Vision
Optum Health Vision
United Health Care
and many more.

Please call if you do not see your insurance plan listed.

Missing teeth? Make your
smile complete!

A missing tooth is no laughing
matter. We make getting implants
easy and inexpensive. From a single
tooth to several teeth, a complete
smile is just a phone call away.

908-276-4116

We work with all dental insurance plans.

Arthur F Haliczer, DDS
108 N. Union Avenue • Cranford, NJ 07016
Member of Cranford Business Alliance.org

www.arthurfhaliczerdds.com

• FREE Implant Consultation
• Dental Implant: $1,150 (reg. price $2,150)

SPECIAL OFFERS FOR NEW PATIENTS
When abutment and crown are done at the same time.

• Exam & Oral Cancer Screening
Digital X-Ray, Cleaning: $99*

Mention this ad. *Unless gum disease is present.

GATEWAY YMCA’S ANNUAL SUPPORT CAMPAIGN

In early June, Joanne Rajoppi, Union County
Clerk, presented a generous donation to The
Gateway Family YMCA’s Annual Support
Campaign. The donation, which was presented to
Krystal R. Canady, CEO, Joseph R. Venezia,
President, Board of Directors and Melynda A.
Mileski, EVP/COO of The Gateway Family
YMCA, will provide funding to the Y’s financial
assistance program for membership, programs
and community services.
Every day, The Gateway Family YMCA works
to support the people and neighborhoods that
need it most by addressing community issues
such as school readiness, chronic diseases and
food insecurity. The Gateway Family YMCA
uses financial gifts to help individuals and
families in need participate in programs such as:
Early Learning Readiness, Diabetes Prevention,
employment skills training, teen leadership
programs, supportive housing, and social services
in the communities surrounding the YMCA
branches in Elizabeth, Rahway and Union. “As a
charity, financial gifts help to strengthen our
community by allowing all individuals and
families to participate in programs and services
that support youth development, healthy living
and social responsibility. We are dedicated to
providing support to our neighbors,” stated

Krystal R. Canady, CEO of The Gateway Family
YMCA.
The Gateway Family YMCA is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit, health and community service
organization of caring staff and volunteers
dedicated to strengthening the foundations of
community and stands For Youth Development,
For Healthy Living and For Social
Responsibility.st EventsTo learn more about the
Y’s cause, please visit www.tgfymca.org/donate
or contact The Gateway Family YMCA –
Association Office at 908-249-4800.

(above, l-r) Joanne Rajoppi presents YMCA
leaders with a donation to the Annual Support
Campaign. Krystal R. Canady, CEO, Joanne
Rajoppi, County of Union, Joseph R. Venezia,
President, Board of Directors and Melynda A.
Mileski, EVP/COO of YMCA.

TRY-OUTS FOR GATEWAY FAMILY YMCA
2015-2016 RAPIDS SWIM TEAM

The Gateway Family YMCA is thrilled to
announce upcoming try-outs for our 2015-2016
Rapids swim team! After a very successful 20142015 season, the team is looking to grow even
more! Our diverse team currently encompasses
62 swimmers from fifteen towns in both Union
and Middlesex counties!
The competitive swim season runs from
September through March; with dual meets
starting in October, and Championship meets
starting in February. Our team will swim against
other YMCA’s in the Northern New Jersey Swim
League. Swim meets are held on Saturdays at The
Gateway Family YMCA Rahway Branch, or at
the site of the competing YMCA. This year we
are happy to announce that we will be adding
additional swim meets to enhance our swimmers’
development.
The Rahway Branch will be holding a Summer
Stroke Clinic from August 3rd through August
19th, 2015 that focuses on stroke techniques,
endurance, starts and turns, and other essential
skills. The clinic will meet on Mondays and
Wednesdays from 7:00- 8:00PM. The Summer

Stroke Clinic is a great way to get your swimmer
ready for the upcoming season!
Tryouts for the upcoming season will be held
at 6:00PM on the dates below:
Ages 8 & Under: August 25, 2015
25 yards Freestyle and 25 yards backstroke
9/10 year olds: August 25, 2015
50 yards Freestyle and 50 yards backstroke
11/12 year olds:August 26, 2015
100 yard Freestyle and 100 IM
(25 yards of each stroke)
Ages 13 & Over: August 26, 2015
100 yards of Freestyle and 200 IM
(50 yards of each stroke)

If a swimmer cannot make the dates above
please call Jaimie Hinshelwood at 732-388-0057
to schedule a make-up appointment.
The Rapids promotes commitment, teamwork,
sportsmanship- while striving to help each team
member be the best they can be in, and out of the
pool. Join us to make some waves in the 20152016 season!
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START OF NEW SESSION
OF PROJECT READY
AT ST. JOSEPH SOCIAL
SERVICE CENTER
TUES. SEP. 8, 2015

Project Ready is a free 6-week job readiness
and computer skills training class designed for
adults who are actively looking for work.
Volunteer tutors help students identify skills,
write resumes, practice interviewing, and search
for jobs. Basic computer skills, including
Microsoft Word and Excel, are also taught. The
program runs Tuesday through Friday from 9:30
am until 2:30 pm. The next session begins
September 8, 2015 and ends on October 15,
2015. For more information, please call us at
(908)
353-1045,
Ext
8,
or
email
Projectreadyprg@yahoo.com. If you are
interested in participating in this class, join us for
our Information session on Tuesday, August 18,
2015 at 1pm (118 Division St. Elizabeth, NJ).
Seats are limited –Student selection by lottery.

SUMMER FREE!
It’s not too late to feel great
and look your best this summer!

We open at 5 a.m.
everyday!

SIGN UP NOW AND THE REST
OF THE SUMMER IS FREE!

In Person Registration:
Tuesday - Aug 4th & Thursday - Aug 6th 4:00-8:00 pm,
Tuesday - Aug 11th & Thursday - Aug 13th 4:00-8:00 pm

First month dues don’t start until September 21st!
Existing members: Refer a friend, and join in on the fun your summer is free too!
Offer valid on 1yr, 2yr and Platinum Membership Plans only,
See Club For details. Offer Expires August 21st.

Tel: 908-349-8040 • ClubMetroUSA.com
2343 Morris Avenue • Union (Across from Union High)

Fall Classes Begin
September 14th

CELEBRATING
OUR 61ST YEAR
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UNION PUBLIC LIBRARY
1980 Morris Ave. • Union, NJ 07083
web: youseemore.com/UnionPL
Phone: 908.851.5450
E-mail: UnionPL@uplnj.org
LIBRARY HOURS: Mon – Thurs: 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. /
Fri: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. / Sat: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

VAUXHALL BRANCH LIBRARY
123 Hilton Ave. • Vauxhall, NJ 07088
Phone: 908.851.5451
LIBRARY HOURS: Mon: 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Tue & Thurs: 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Wed: 10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. / Friday: Closed
Saturday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Anthony Scaturro

908-337-0700

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Patios
Garages
Sidewalks
Brickface
Vinyl Siding
Decks
Trucks
And More...!

I
N
C.

AL-X
AUTO REPAIR & TIRE CENTER

MAIN BRANCH AUGUST EVENTS
BEDTIME STORYTIME:
August 3, 10 at 7:00pm to 7:30pm
Join us in the Children’s Department of the Union Public
Library for bedtime stories and sing-along rhymes and
songs. Dress in your pajamas and cuddle your favorite
stuffed animal as we get you ready for sweet dreams.
Children of all ages and their families, friends, and
caregivers are welcome. No Registration is required.
PRESCHOOL STORYTIME AND CRAFT:
August 4, 11 at 11:00am to 12:00pm
Join us in the Children’s Department of the Union Public
Library for a story and related craft.
Children of all ages and their families, friends, and
caregivers are welcome. No Registration is required.
FAMILY CRAFT: “Superhero Puppet”:
August 5 at 11:00am to 12:00pm.
Join us in the Children’s Department of the Union Public
Library to make a “Superhero Puppet” to take home.
Children of all ages and their families, friends, and
caregivers are welcome. No Registration is required.
LEGO CLUB:
August 5, 12 at 2:00pm to 3:30pm
Do you like playing with Legos? Join us in the
Children’s Department of the Union Public Library for
our Lego Club. Bring your imagination and we will
provide the Legos. Please note that all your Lego
creations must stay in the library so bring your camera to
take a picture. Children of all ages and their families,
friends, and caregivers are welcome.
No Registration is required.
FAMILY CRAFT: “Butterfly Mask”:
August 6 at 11:00am to 12:00pm.
Join us in the Children’s Department of the Union Public
Library to make a “Butterfly Mask” to take home.
Children of all ages and their families, friends, and
caregivers are welcome. No Registration is required.
COLOR AND SHAPE BINGO:
August 7, 14 at 11:00am to 11:30am.
Children of all ages and their families, friends, and
caregivers are welcome.
No Registration is required.

BOOK BINGO
August 7, 14 at 2:00pm to 2:30pm.
Children of all ages and their families, friends, and
caregivers are welcome. No Registration is required.
SUPER SCIENCE DAY:
August 12 at 11:00am to 12:00pm.
Join us in the Children’s Department of the Union Public
Library for a fun day of science. Children of all ages and
their families, friends, and
caregivers are welcome. No Registration is required.
FAMILY CRAFT: “Summertime Fan”:
August 13 at 11:00am to 12:00pm.
Join us in the Children’s Department of the Union Public
Library to make a “Summertime Fan” to take home.
Children of all ages and their families, friends, and
caregivers are welcome. No Registration is required.

VAUXHALL AUGUST EVENTS
Bedtime Storytime
Monday, August 3rd at 7:00pm.
For children of all ages and their caregivers.
No registration required.
Make a “Superheroes to the Rescue: Dream Catcher”
Thursday, August 6th at 2:00pm.
At our School-Age Craft Program. This program is for
children, grades l and up and their caregivers.
Space is limited. Signup is required.
“Puzzle Me Friday: Fun and Games”
Friday, August 7th at 2:00pm.
For school-age children and their caregivers.
Space is limited. Signup is required.
“Firefighters to the Rescue”
Tuesday, August 11th at 11:00am.
Preschool Storytime and Craft Program for children,
ages 3 – 5, and their caregivers. Signup is required.
Join us for “Build It Up with Jenga”
Friday, August 14th at 2:00pm.
This program is for children in grades 1 through 6 and
their caregivers. Space is limited. Signup is required.

415 CHESTNUT STREET, UNION

(908) 964-7155 • (908) 964-7177

Thank You For Over
52 Years of Support
AL-X

52
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1963-2
015

15% OFF

qaut

SHOCKS & STRUTS

$50.00 OFF

Includes parts and labor. Must present coupon at time of service. May not
be combined with any other offer. Offer valid until 9/30/15.

ANY 4 WHEEL BRAKE
REPLACEMENT
OR

$25.00 OFF
PER AXLE

Includes trucks up to ¾ ton. Includes parts and labor.
Limited lifetime warranty on disc pads. May not be combined
with any other offer. Must present coupon at time of service.
Offer valid until 9/30/15.

PAYLESS ROOFING
ROOFING – SIDING – REPAIRS
• Same Phone # for 15 Years
• No Phony discounts or salesman
• 30% to 50% less than competitors
• Many references

Call 908-486-0866
PaylessRoofingServices.com
Lic # 13VH00418100

PREMIER DESIGN + BUILD GROUP, LLC BREAKS
GROUND FOR 263,415 SQ FT FACILITY IN UNION

A groundbreaking celebration was held July 1,
2015, to celebrate the coming of a 263,415 sq ft
industrial speculative facility in Union, New
Jersey. Bridge Development Partners purchased
18 acres of land to house Bridge Point Port West
at 750 Union Avenue and selected PREMIER to
lead design and construction. This site was
previously home to Tuscan & Lehigh Dairy,
which has remained unoccupied since 2006.
Demolition is underway to clear the site to make
room for the new construction.
In attendance were Union Township
representatives, as well as representatives from
Bridge Development Partners, LLC, PREMIER
Design + Build Group, LLC, Jones Lang LaSalle,
CIT and MidAtlantic Engineering Partners.
“Bridge Point Port West meets the demand for
new industrial buildings with class A amenities
in the Northeast. This is one of several PREMIER
sites in the area that will exceed tenant
expectations,” says Alec Zocher, Executive Vice
President of PREMIER Design + Build, LLC.
Bridge Point Port West tenants will have
convenient access to neighboring sea and

airports. These businesses will also be able to pull
from a local labor pool from surrounding towns.
Building envelope materials will consist of
load-bearing, precast wall panels and aluminum
frame storefront entrances. The facility will be
equipped with a 60 mil TPO roofing system. A
complete storm drainage system and sanitary
system will be constructed as well.
Bridge Point Port West will feature 36 ft clearheight warehouse spaces, 44 truck dock
positions, 2 drive-in doors and an ESFR fire
protection sprinkler. Additionally, a new lot with
153 car stalls, 76-onsite and 26-offsite trailer
parking spaces will be provided.
Julie Piszczek of PREMIER Design + Build
Group, LLC is the project manager overseeing
construction and Matt Robson is the field
superintendent. Joel Lubin, Blake Chroman and
Chris Hile of Jones Lang Lasalle are representing
the building. Cornerstone Architects are
providing the architectural design and
MidAtlantic Engineering Partners, LLC are
providing civil engineering services.
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FREE CAREGIVERS
PROGRAM OFFERED BY
CATHOLIC CHARITIES

If you’re a caregiver of an individual over age
60 you may feel: Anxious, Overwhelmed,
Fatigued, Resentful, Angry, Frustrated, Sad,
Isolated, Lonely, Depressed.
These are normal feelings for caregivers to
experience, but they can be difficult to manage.
Our Caregiver’s Program is available for free for
Union County, NJ adults. We provide free
guidance, support, referrals and mostly an ear to
listen and a shoulder to lean on. Up to 8 free
sessions are available including phone
counseling, home visits and on the site sessions.
For more information contact Catholic
Charities of the Archdiocese of Newark, 505
South Ave East, Cranford NJ 07016, 908-4974011, ewojciechowska@ccannj.org.

HARMONY DANCE CENTER

• Ballet • Modern • Jazz • Tap
• Hip Hop • Yoga • Pilates • Salsa
Register Now for
Fall 2015 Classes!

908-688-7224

1422 Morris Avenue, Union NJ
www.HarmonyDanceNJ.com

(above l-r) Alec Zocher, PREMIER Design + Build Group, LLC; Tony Pricco and John Porcek,
Bridge Development Partners, LLC; Union Mayor Manuel Figueiredo, Union Committeeman
Joseph Florio, Union Committeeman Clifton People Jr.

UNION RESIDENTS RECEIVE 10% OFF
With this ad. Contract must be signed by August 31, 2015.

WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT
Late Model Foreign & American New & Used
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission
• Auto Glass • Computers
• Tail Lights • Doors
• Fenders • AC Compressors

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up
24 HR Service
732-381-2646

Night Towing 732-496-1633
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 9/10/15.
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908-688-8333
528 N. Michigan Ave. Kenilworth, NJ

Hours:
Mon - Sat: 7:30 am - 5 pm

SERVICING LANDSCAPERS,
MASONS & HOME OWNERS

Largest Display of
Cambridge Pavers
in Union County

See above display and others at www.cambridgepavers.com
Prices
per yard

Black Topsoil ................................$34
Jersey Brown Soil .........................$34

SOIL

Black Dyed ....................................$30
Brown Dyed ..................................$30
Red Dyed .......................................$32
Hardwood ......................................$20
Play Ground ..................................$34

MULCH

Concrete Sand ...............................$46
3⁄4 Clean Stone ...............................$38
Stone Dust .....................................$34
QP ....................................................$34

QUARRY BASE MATERIALS

3⁄8

Red Stone...................................$66
Red Stone...................................$64
3⁄4 Pearl Pebble ..............................$82
2-4 Pearl Pebble ...........................$82
3⁄4 Arctic White ..............................$82
3⁄8 Riverbed / Pea Gravel .............$56
1 Riverbed......................................$58
2-4 Riverbed ..................................$58
3⁄4

DECORATIVE STONE

Prices subject to change without notice.

We accommodate
the trade
as well as the
do-it-yourselfers!
We are always
ready to assist.

FREE
Same Day D
elivery
5-Yards or m
ore

Pipe • Catch Basins

Cement

HARDSCAPE

Concrete
Block

Brick

Belgium
Block
Diamond
Blades

DRAINAGE

Curbing
Limestone
Treads

Polymeric Sand
Paver Sealer
Paver Cleaner

Grass – Seed
Fertilizers
Peat Moss

LAWN & GARDEN

Mason Tools • Shovels •Rakers

TOOLS
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For more information, please call

908-490-1600
Fax: 908-490-1601

10% DISCOUNT
Seniors 60+, Military,
Police, College Students
Hibachi Grill Supreme Buffet (Show ID)

www.hibachigrillandbuffetnj.com

BLUE STAR SHOPPING CENTER

Large Parking Lot to
Accommodate our Customers

1701 U.S. Highway 22 West • Watchung

MONDAY - THURSDAY
Lunch 11am - 3:30pm Dinner 3:30pm - 10:00pm
Adult ...........................$7.99 Adult ..........................$11.59
Kids 7-10.....................$5.99 Kids 7-10......................$6.99
Kids 3-6.......................$3.99 Kids 3-6........................$5.99
2 & Under..................FREE! 2 & Under...................FREE!
FRIDAY - SATURDAY
Lunch 11am - 3:30pm Dinner 3:30pm - 10:30pm
Adult ............................$7.99 Adult ..........................$11.59
Kids 7-10......................$5.99 Kids 7-10 ......................$6.99
Kids 3-6........................$3.99 Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE! 2 & Under...................FREE!
SUNDAY ALL DAY DINNER
11am - 10pm
Adult...........................$11.59
Kids 7-10 ......................$6.99
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under ...................FREE!
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

SUSHI
Fantastic range of freshly prepared sushi.
Most selection and top quality among all competitors.
It is far from the typical “buffet quality” sushi.
At HIBACHI, you don’t sacrifice taste for price.

BUFFET
Elegant, modern, fresh, executed with care and
confidence. HIBACHI Grill Supreme Buffet brings together
250+ of fresh-made Asian dishes in eleven buffet bars.

HIBACHI
Choose your favorite ingredients from dozens of seafood,
meats and vegetables. Watch our chef preparing them in
our special hibachi sauce to create a full-flavored dish.

ASK US ABOUT CATERING YOUR NEXT EVENT!
We have a large party room available for birthday parties, office meetings & weddings.

$ 25 OFF $ 50 OFF $

1

ADULT BUFFET

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600
Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 9/10/15.

2

2 ADULT
BUFFETS

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600
Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 9/10/15.

10

OFF $ 00 OFF
ANY ONE
PARTY

Of $100 or more. Monday - Thursday Only.
Watchung • 908-490-1600
Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 9/10/15.

5

4 ADULT
BUFFETS

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600
Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 9/10/15.
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
THE MAIN LIBRARY
No registration required.
Preschool Storytime
May 7, 14, 21, and 28 at 10:30am-11:00am.
for children 3 ½ through Kindergarten
Bedtime Storytime
May 4, 11, and 18 at 7:00pm-7:30pm
Come in your pajamas for songs, stories and games.
Children of all ages and their caregivers are invited.
LEGO CLUB
May 21 at 3:30pm-4:30pm
Children of all ages and their families, friends welcome.
SATURDAY STORYTIME AND CRAFT
May 9 and May 23 at 11:00am-12:00pm.
Children of all ages and their caregivers are invited
“Cats” Storytime and Craft Program
Thursday, April 9th at 11:00am
Children of all ages and their caregivers are invited

ADULT PROGRAMS
Tuesdays at Two Movies Series Continues
Tuesdays, May 5th, 12th, 19th, and 26th.
Join us every Tuesday at 2:00 PM in the second floor
Activities Room for screenings of new movies released
in 2014. May’s film selections include roles by this
year’s Academy Award-winning actor, nominated
supporting actress and nominated actress in films you
won’t want to miss.

The Off the Shelf Book Discussion Group
Thursday, May 21 at 7:00 PM
This discussion groupmeets on the third Thursday of
each month in the second floor Activities Room at 7:00
PM. This month’s selection is White Teeth by Zadie
Smith. All who have read the selection are welcome.
Visit the Reference Desk for help in obtaining a copy of
the book. Light refreshments are served.

SENIOR RESIDENTS
PROGRAM REMINDER

The Township of Union’s Senior Center
wants to remind you about its “TELEPHONE
REASSURANCE PROGRAM”. As advertised
in the activities bulletin, the Senior Center will
provide a daily “check-up” service via telephone
call to any homebound person upon request. If
interested in receiving a phone call once daily to
make sure you are feeling well, simply sign up
to be on the calling list. Please call (908) 8515290 or if in residence, stop by the health desk
at the senior center and ask for an application.

Photos of this and other events can
be found at rennamedia.com and on
the Spirit of Union Facebook page.
Feel free to
“Like”, “Tag”, and “Share.”
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TOWNSHIP OF UNION NJ
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Now that the weather has warmed up, we
have had a sudden increase in burglaries to
unlocked cars. People wander around during the
overnight hours pulling on door handles of cars.
If your doors are locked, they move on. If it is
unlocked, you could be a victim. We have taken
reports in the last week in which people have
had a variety of electronics stolen.

UNION PUBLIC LIBRARY

1980 Morris Ave. • Union, NJ 07083 • web: youseemore.com/UnionPL
Phone: 908.851.5450 • E-mail: UnionPL@uplnj.org
RY HOURS: Mon – Thurs: 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. / Fri: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. / Sat: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

VAUXHALL BRANCH LIBRARY

The

123 Hilton Ave. • Vauxhall, NJ 07088 • Phone: 908.851.5451
LIBRARY HOURS: Mon: 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. / Tue & Thurs: 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
/ Wed: 10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. / Friday: Closed / Saturday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

PETERSTOWN
By Joe &
Tina Renna

Book
Cent’Anni
The 100 year history
of an Italian-American
neighborhood

• 776 Oversized Pages
• Thousands of Photos
• Hundreds of Recipes

R
GREAT GIFT FAOY
MOTHER’S D
ORDER NOW!

- On line at PeterstownNJ.com
- By phone 908-418-5586
- Mail Check and form to:
Renna Media
202 Walnut Ave.,
Cranford, NJ 07016
- Email inquiries to:
info@rennamedia.com

The Peterstown Book is the 100 year history of
an Italian-American neighborhood told
through stories about the people and families
who lived there. The book records the oral
history in danger of being lost and illustrates
the traditions and customs of the community
through thousands of photos, hundreds of
recipes, and antidotes shared by residents past
$45 + Sales Tax ($3.15 for NJ purchases
only.)
Number of Books: ________
Amount of check ____________________________
Name ______________________________________
Address ____________________________________
___________________________________________
Phone _____________________________________
Email: _____________________________________
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RENNA MEDIA NAMED 2015 SMALL BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
BY THE GATEWAY REGIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

The Gateway Regional Chamber of
Commerce is the largest business association in
the New York Metropolitan area with about
1,200 members. The group’s long history dates
back to 1911 when it was founded as the
Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce by John D.
Rockefeller and other New Jersey industrialists.
Commerce
Gateway
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twelve community newspapers that are mailed
BidisaRai@GatewayChamber.com
free to
58,000 homes and businesses on a
monthly basis. The focus of the newspapers is to
support the community service organizations in
the towns that they publish in. Non-profits can
promote events at no charge. The publications
also recognize individuals and businesses that
perform community service. The newspapers
also serve as a calendar of upcoming events for
the towns, schools, and libraries.

Renna Media launched their newest
publication Cranford Monthly in January of
2014, it is mailed to every home and business in
town. It joins other Union County publications
in Clark, Linden, Rahway, Kenilworth, and
Union, along with six newspapers in their
western zone, Warren, Watchung, Long Hill,
Green Brook, Dunellen, and North Plainfield.
Tina and Joe also publish Around About
Peterstown on a bi-monthly basis. This
publication is less of a business venture and
more of a labor of love. The Peterstown
Newspaper attempts to record the oral history of
the Elizabeth neighborhood Joe grew up in. In
September of 2013 they published The
Peterstown Book, a one hundred year history of
the Italian American Neighborhood.
The biggest benefit to being a Gateway
Chamber member is networking. The smallest
companies have access to the largest. The
Chamber hosts approximately 180 networking
events a year. Prospective members are invited
to events also. If a business is a member of one
group then they are automatically a member of
all groups.
The groups include:
Linden Chamber of Commerce
Clark Chamber of Commerce
Kenilworth Chamber of Commerce
Warren Chamber of Commerce
Somerset Hills Business Network
Irish Business Association
Gateway Association of Business Women
Workforce Education Committee

AWARDS DINNER:

Approximately 600 people from a broad
range of businesses attend the Gateway
Regional Chamber of Commerce annual awards
dinner. This year’s event will be held on
February 9, 2015
from 6:00 pm to -9:00 pm
at the Newark Airport Marriott Hotel,
1 Hotel Road, Newark, NJ
Anyone interested in attending
or becoming a member
can call Kate Conroy at 908-352-0900
email kateconroy@gatewaychamber.com
or visit the website at
www.gatewaychamber.com

RENNA MEDIA FAMILY OF NEWSPAPERS 58,000 MAILED MONTHLY

VISIT
WWW.RENNAMEDIA.COM
For all current and past issues to
download for free, and forward to
friends and family.
Photo albums of current and past
Community Events are available
to view, download and share.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
The next issue will be distributed
the week of December 8th. Ad
placement deadline is Nov. 19th.
Call Tina today to reserve
your space 908-418-5586.

Reserve space in the next issue. Call Tina today at 908-418-5586 or email info@rennamedia.com
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