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TONY AWARD WINNER RUPERT HOLMES VISITS SPFHS

CHELSEA HOSTS NETWORKING EVENT FEATURING PLUS FACTOR

Members of the cast and crew of the Scotch
Plains Fanwood High School production of The
Mystery of Edwin Drood got top-level advice and
a glowing review from Tony Award-winning
writer and lyricist Rupert Holmes Wednesday at
the high school.
Holmes, who wrote the script and the music

for the play, dropped by to talk with the cast and
crew, answer questions and to listen to several
songs. He's a friend of a Scotch Plains family and
heard the group was putting on the production
and asked if he could visit before the show is put
on next month.
The Mystery of Edwin Drood is a hilarious,

interactive whodunit mystery musical that allows
the audience to enter the action and become the
ultimate detectives. The March shows are
produced by the SPFHS Repertory Theatre.
The show is based on Charles Dickens’

unfinished novel of the same name. In a small
town in England, Edwin Drood has been
mysteriously murdered. But, who did it? There is
a long list of suspects. Dickens died before he
was able to reveal the culprit, so the audience
finishes the story Dickens didn’t! It can end
differently every night, depending on what the
audience decides.
Performances will be held on Friday, March

11, at 8 p.m.; Saturday, March 12, at 8 p.m.;
Sunday, March 13, at 2 p.m.; Thursday, March
17, at 7 p.m.; Friday, March 18, at 8 p.m.; and
Saturday, March 19, at 8 p.m. All shows take
place at the Manya Ungar Memorial Auditorium

at the high school, 667 Westfield Rd., in Scotch Plains.
Tickets are now on sale online at Droodspfhs. brownpapertickets.com.

Select your show (day/time) and seat and print out your ticket. Prices are
$17 for adults, $14 for students and $14 for seniors (age 60 and up).
Scotch Plains/Fanwood residents who have Senior Citizen "Gold Passes"
will be able to receive one free ticket. Contact Kathleen Sheehy (908-342-
0856) for questions about “Gold Passes” or handicapped seating.
Tickets may also be purchased at SPFHS on Tuesday, Feb. 23, 7-8 p.m.

and Wednesday, March 2, 7-8 p.m., in the auditorium lobby at the high
school.

(above) Tony Award-winning author and lyricist Rupert Holmes sings a
song from the musical "The Mystery of Edwin Drood" with the cast of
the play at Scotch Plains Fanwood High School in Scotch Plains, NJ.

WESTFIELD 
CHAMBER

NETWORKING
HAPPY HOUR
AT THE BAR

METHOD
TUESDAY,
MARCH 22

6:00pm - 07:30pm
METHOD

105 Elm Street,
Westfield NJ 07090

Light bites and
refreshments will be
provided. Prospective
members welcome!

Preregistration:
$10 members,

$15 prospective members.
At the door: $5 additional.

Info@
westfieldareacamber.com

On Feb 24, the Chelsea in Fanwood hosted a networking event
sponsored by The Chelsea & the Neighborhood Networking Group (NNG)
featuring Terry Viney of the Plus Factor and his presentation titled Network
with Power. 
This was the Chelsea’s third networking event. These events are open

to local businesses and give ample opportunities to network during the
evening. The Chelsea is located at 295 South Avenue in Fanwood. The
event was free to all.
If you are interested in finding out more about The Chelsea’s upcoming

events, please contact Danielle Fisher, Director of Community Relations
by phone at 908-654-5200 or feel free to visit their website at
www.chelseaseniorliving.com.

(above, l-r) Patrick Cicala of NNG
and speaker Terry Viney.
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Fanwood Post is published by Renna Media.
3,000 newspapers are printed monthly and
mailed to every business and resident in
Fanwood.
Although great care has been taken to ensure

the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.
© 2016 Contents of this newspaper cannot be
reproduced without written consent from Renna
Media LLC.
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Advertise in this 
newspaper

Reserve space in the next issue. 
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com

11,800 papers
are printed 

monthly 
and mailed 

to every
household 

and business 
in Westfield. 

Fanwood Post
is online at 

www.rennamedia.com
like us on 

facebook.com/Fanwood Post

• 2 ½ through 4 year old classes
• Monday-Friday 7:00am-6:00pm

• Full and Part-Time Summer Sessions
• Full Day Kindergarten

• Pre-Care/After-Care
• Lunch Bunch

Leslie A. Scott, Director (908) 322-9187
spbcds@verizon.net www.spbcds.org
Facebook: Scotch Plains Baptist Christian Day School

333 Park Ave. • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

• Income Tax Preparation & Compliance
• Strategic Tax Planning for Individuals & Businesses

• Full Service Accounting & Bookkeeping Services
• Business Development & Management Consulting Services

www.mlcpanj.com                 908-680-6185
1906 Westfield Ave., Ste B, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

• Lawn Maintenance 
• Landscape Design
• Paver • Patio & Walks • Fencing

908-889-6211
Fanwood, NJ

Certified by Interlocking Concrete Pavement Institute NJHIC# 13VH02551800
Certified by Cook College, Rutgers

Vincent Vuono
Dennis Vuono

Partners

Residential and Commercial 

FANWOOD “GOES RED FOR WOMEN’S HEALTH”
Again this year, Borough Hall staff and

Fanwood women wore red to show their support
of the American Heart Association’s “Go Red”
for women’s heart health event on Feb. 4th. 
The annual national observance was held to

raise awareness of women's heart health. It
focused on recognizing symptoms of heart

attacks in women and promoting a healthy
lifestyle. In addition, an event was held Friday
evening Feb 5th, hosted by the Chelsea and co-
sponsored by Little Hearts, Big World.
The event offered free chair massages, blood

pressure screenings, light food, a raffle and
giveaways.

(above l-r) Fanwood Borough Administrator Eleanor McGovern, center in front, and the Borough
Hall staff pose in support of the American Heart Association's "Go Red" event. The staff includes,
from left, Joy Veeck, Colleen Huehn, Fred Tomkins, Doreen Caccholi, McGovern, Lisa Halloran,

Pat Hoynes, Patricia Celardo and Donna Zucker. Photo by Brian Horton

PROMOTE YOUR
COMMUNITY EVENT

Community service 
organizations, schools 
and sports teams are 

encouraged to submit news of 
upcoming events or highlights 
and photos from recent events.

Organizations who are 
interested in submitting

content, please
email Lori Theiss at

lori@rennamedia.com
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ARE YOU CONSIDERING REPLACING YOUR 
AIR CONDITIONING THIS SPRING?

877.893.0084
WeltmanHomeServices.com

PLUMBING • HEATING • ELECTRIC • AIR
Service You Can Trust Since 1962.

D.Weltman Plumbing Lic. #6440
G. Nowicki Elec. #6808

Elec. Bus. Permit #6808-A
HIC#13VH04948800 HVAC #1228

Good News! It’s FREE FURNACE time at Weltman Home Services.
Due to the warm winter we are overstocked with inventory. 
We will GIVE you a FREE FURNACE with the installation 
of a new air conditioning system.

We are also offering 36 month 0% APR* financing
on all new system installations.

THIS OFFER WON’T LAST CALL TODAY!

*36 Months with equal monthly payment, 0% APR financing 
through 3rd party provider. Subject to credit approval.

TICKETS ON SALE FOR HIGH SCHOOL
PRODUCTION OF THE MYSTERY OF EDWIN DROOD
Get ready to enjoy a fantastic performance by

the SPF Repertory Theatre of The Mystery of
Edwin Drood, a hilarious, interactive whodunit
mystery musical that allows the audience to enter
the action and become the ultimate detectives.
The show is based on Charles Dickens’
unfinished novel of the same name. In a small
town in England, Edwin Drood has been
mysteriously murdered. But by whom? His
leering romantic rival, John Jasper? The
infamous purveyor of opium and vice, Princess
Puffer? The mysterious Landless twins, newly
arrived from Ceylon? Or someone else even more
dastardly and villainous? Dickens passed away
before he was able to reveal the culprit, so you
finish the story Charles Dickens didn’t! It’s the
only show in town that ends differently every
night, depending on what the audience decides.
Tickets for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood 
High School Production in March 
are on sale online starting February 5th 
at Droodspfhs.brownpapertickets.com.
Performances will be held on Friday, March

11th at 8:00pm, Saturday, March 12th at 8:00pm,
Sunday, March 13th at 2:00pm, Thursday, March
17th at 7:00pm, Friday, March 18th at 8:00pm
and Saturday, March 19st at 8:00pm. All shows
take place at the Manya Ungar Memorial
Auditorium at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, 667 Westfield Road, Scotch Plains.
To purchase tickets: Go online at

Droodspfhs.brownpapertickets.com.
Select your show (day/time) and seat and print

out your ticket Prices are $17 for Adults, $14 for
Students and $14 for Seniors (age 60 and up).
Scotch Plains/Fanwood residents who have the
Senior Citizen "Gold Passes" will be able to

receive 1 free ticket. Contact Kathleen Sheehy for
questions about “Gold Passes” or Handicapped
Seating.
Onsite Ticket Ordering at SPFHS is available

on Wednesday, 2/10 prior to the Choral Caberet
concert from 6:30 to 7:30, Wednesday, 2/17 7pm-
8pm, Tuesday, 2/23 7pm - 8pm and Wednesday,
3/2 from 7-8pm. in the auditorium lobby of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School, 667
Westfield Road, Scotch Plains. Any questions,
please call Kathleen Sheehy 908-342-0856.

NATIONAL MERIT
SCHOLARSHIP

FINALISTS ANNOUNCED
The National Merit Scholarship Program has

announced that two Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School seniors, Shona Jain and Daniel Zheng, are
Finalists in the 2016 Competition for National
Merit Scholarships.
This is one of the most coveted honors that can

be bestowed on a high school student and is
shared by less than 1% of graduating seniors. To
qualify as a National Merit Scholarship Finalists,
the National Merit Scholarship Corporation
reviews each student’s academic record,
information about the school’s curricula and
grading system, two sets of test scores, the high
school official’s written recommendation,
information about the student’s activities and
leadership, and the Finalist’s own essay.

(above, l-r) Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School seniors, Daniel Zheng and Shona Jain.
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908-241-1035

www.tgbasile.com
136 E. Westfield Ave. • Roselle Park

• Brick and Blockwork
• Concrete Work
• Foundations
• Steps  
• Patios
• Walkways
• Retaining Walls

Free
Estimates

NEEDLE NITERS UNITE AT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
People attending Needle Nite at Fanwood

Presbyterian Church make many lovely items for
charities. At the January meeting 40 quilts were
ready to be displayed at the Harvest Quilter’s
Show on April 2nd at Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church. Also, collected were several crocheted
afghans, knit sweaters and hats and booties for
the new born and hats and scarves for the
Seafarers on cargo ships.
Nancy Bassman, co-chair of Needle Nite

demonstrated the new pattern for 2016 named “9
Patchtastic”, a variation of the classic “9 Patch”.
The next Needle Nite at Fanwood Presbyterian

Church is scheduled for March 4th at 7:30pm in
Westminster Hall on Marian Ave. The April

Needle Nite is now scheduled for the second
Friday on April 8th.
All are welcome to come and see what is being

done and to join the group. If fabric, batting or
yarn is needed, Needle Niters may e-mail their
request to needlenite@fanwoodpc.org. The
donated materials used end up in many forms
usable by the charities that receive them. The
Needle Nite Participants then take their newly
learned skills for their use at home.
For further information about these projects or

directions to Fanwood Presbyterian Church
please call the office at 908-889-8891 or e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org or check the web
www.fanwoodpc.org.

SPF HS STUDENTS’ BARCELONA EXCHANGE
Eighteen students from Scotch Plains

Fanwood High School traveled to Spain on
February 10, 2016 to participate in a student
exchange program with students from Col. legi
Sagrada Familia in Barcelona. Our students
stayed in the homes of their pen pals in Barcelona
during the 10-day exchange, where they were
challenged to use their Spanish to communicate
while experiencing aspects of daily life.
Numerous exciting activities were packed into
their whirlwind travel experience.
Students spent a couple days in Madrid,

Spain’s capital, where they visited places of
interest such as the famous Prado museum, the
Reina Sofia Art Museum, and the Palacio Real,
attended (and participated in!) a Flamenco
performance, and enjoyed a traditional Tapas
dinner.
From there, students traveled by train to

Barcelona where they met up with their pen pals,
stayed with their host families, attended school
and facilitated presentations for classes in

Barcelona about life in Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School and experienced daily life as a
typical Spanish teenager.
Upon their return to the United States, our

student travelers will anxiously await the arrival
of their Barcelona pen pals, who will visit Scotch
Plains and Fanwood beginning on March 9, 2016.
Our families will then host the Barcelona
students during their 10-day stay here.

A DAY OF DISCOVERY
AT HOWARD BRUNNER
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
The Brunner School PT hosted a wonderful

science and engineering day at Brunner School
on Saturday, February 20th. Students explored
concepts in magnetism while they raced cars with
magnets using opposite poles, they also got a first
hand look at the inner workings of computers at
a “take apart station”, experimented with
electricity by making circuits, programed
computers, and much more.
Also a hit at Day of Discovery was the

opportunity to visit the Starlab Planetarium.
Starlab is an inflatable planetarium that students
and parents can enter and be taken millions of
miles away to the far reaches of our Solar
System. Mrs. Charlene Hall, third grade teacher
at Brunner School, led the explorations in Starlab
while Mr. Garrett Lesnevich led the parent
volunteers who facilitated inquiries in the multi-
purpose room. When Starlab was finished at
Brunner, it was packed up and taken to Park
Middle School where science teachers, Mrs.
Peggy Brown and Mr. John Scholtz, were able to
share this experience with their sixth grade
scientists.

(above) Brunner students in the picture are
Lucas Mirzwa and Meredith White.

INROADS TO OPPORTUNITIES AND MAGLEY FAMILY
PARTNER FOR A PERFECT DINING EXPERIENCE

Written by Michele Ford

On July 1, 2015, Inroads Enterprises LLC, a
division of Inroads to Opportunities, purchased
and began operating the Mara’s Café and Bakery
in Fanwood, New Jersey. Inroads Board of
Directors and the management staff had spent a
year investigating a franchise purchase as a way
to increase competitive integrated employment
opportunities for individuals with disabilities.
The Mara’s franchise seemed to be the right fit
and the Magley family, owners of the franchise,
were very receptive to this partnership. They are
also grateful to the town of Fanwood for helping
make the purchase a seamless one for the Café in
helping get through the paperwork. The Café is
located on South Avenue in the heart of Fanwood
across from the train station and provides a
comfortable dining experience for any time of
day. Since purchasing this business, the staff at
Mara’s have been working with the staff at
Inroads to develop a training and employment
experience for participants who traditionally have
been fearful of entering the competitive job
market.
According to Michele Ford, President of

Inroads to Opportunities, “We are fortunate to

have kept the staff intact at Mara’s and have been
able to retain the original owner to assist in
making this new venture a smooth and successful
one.” To date Mara’s has provided work
opportunities to 5 individuals facing employment
challenges. It has also given Inroads to
Opportunities staff some insight into the
changing landscape and expectations in
providing training and employment for
individuals with disabilities.
We hope that you will all come down to Mara’s

to check out the bakery, coffee, breakfast, lunch
and dinner offerings. We are also looking to
provide other activities at the Café. October
kicked off our Music Series, so now we have live
music on select Friday and Saturday nights
throughout the year. 
Our goal is to provide a place for the

community to enjoy live entertainment, which
will include all styles of music and an Open Mic
night. Check out Mara’s Fanwood Facebook page
or the Mara’s website calendar to see what new
and exciting offers are coming your way at
Mara’s Café and bakery, 250 South Ave. in
Fanwood.
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20% OFF
ALL SERVICES
Owner supervised work site

Offer expires April 30, 2016

Call Today!
908-322-8691

Free Inspection & Constultation

908-241-1035

www.tgbasile.com
136 E. Westfield Ave. • Roselle Park

• Basement Waterproofing
• Exterior Waterproofing
• Sump Pump Installation
• Foundation Repair
• Water Damage Repair
• Mold & Mildew Prevention

VOLUNTEER OF THE
MONTH ADAM KOIS

Longtime Fanwood Historic Preservation
Commission chairman Adam Kois, right, accepts
a handshake and a framed print of the borough's
historic north side train station from Mayor
Colleen Mahr at a borough council meeting
Tuesday night, Feb. 16, in Fanwood. Kois was
recognized as the borough's volunteer of the
month by the Mayor and Council.
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7TH GRADE U.S. STUDIES JUST GOT
INCREDIBLY INTERESTING

In an effort to make U.S. studies as immersive
as possible for their students, Mr. Litz and Mr.
Ritsko - Park Middle School’s 7th Grade U.S.
Studies instructors - have been selected to attend
a week long summer institute with the purpose of
integrating games with classroom learning. They
know that no matter who you are and what your
background, all people know what a game is.
Through participation in a game based
curriculum, students learn to take responsibility
for their own learning by interacting, engaging,
and working on the results that they set for
themselves. This approach teaches team building
and cooperation while making the social studies
curriculum approachable and accessible to all
students.
Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson HistoryQuest

Teaching Fellowship (a program created to
expose teachers to new educational philosophies
and techniques) has partnered with the Institute
of Play (organization devoted to creating game
like curriculums to simulate real world problems
and well-thought out solutions) to host a week-
long series of professional workshops designed
to provide teachers new educational techniques
with a focus on educational game design. Games
naturally require users to implement many skills
that are considered 21st-century learning
objectives. From practicing active listening and
peer-to-peer communication, to using constantly

changing data to make informed decisions while
problem solving, games offer an interactive
medium by which people (and in this case, our
students) get to improve their critical thinking
skills.
The addition of game-based learning to the

U.S. studies program is sure to make for a more
engaged student population and an incredibly
exciting learning experience here at Park Middle
School. Mr. Ritsko knows from his days as a
student at Park Middle School, the way students
learn has evolved and he, along with his
colleague Mr. Litz, are delivering hands on
experience with the outcome of history in a
student centered way!

(above) Students featured: Christian Estevez,
Ralph Ramos, Kotey Ashie, Hadley Moran,

Jade Glassman, Emma Philip.

CAREER DAY AT PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL
This year’s Career Exploration Day took place

at Park Middle School on February 19th. Eighth
graders participated in a series of presentations
from community members and parent volunteers.
Throughout the day students listened to, asked

questions, and discussed in small groups the
benefits of learning about different careers
starting in middle school. To highlight a few of
the day’s presenters: Dr. Karen Kulikowski
shared her career path in dentistry, Mr. Dan
Murphy shared his work at Verizon in the
Innovation Program, and Scotch Plains Detective
Brian Hayeck provided a look at the daily
decisions law enforcement makes.

At the conclusion of the day, students were
asked to think about which factors were most
important in choosing a career. One student’s
response was, “I believe the opportunity to ‘make
a difference’ is the most important. If you could
improve the world with your work, that is
fantastic!” Another student’s response was,
“Salary and benefits are most important because
I will need to be able to make money so I can live
the life I want.”
The presenters were thanked for sharing their

insights in career planning with our students as
they begin to consider their transition to high
school at the end of this academic year.

HISTORY & MUSIC OF
THE FIDDLE IN AMERICA

Monday March 21, 7:30-8:30 pm

The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
welcomes historian and working musician
Matthew Backes to discuss the origins, styles,
and interrelated histories of a range of fiddle
ttraditions while demonstraing technique.
Until the early twentieth century, the fiddle

was the centerpiece of American folk music and
folk culture. Since then it has been the focus of a
musical preservation impulse and a search for
authentic folk expression, often referred to as
“traditional” music. 
The program is free and open to the public.

The College Club’s mission is to support
education of our youth, local community and we
encourage you to bring your children, scouts, and
community groups to our meeting at The Chelsea
located at 295 South Ave, Fanwood, NJ.
Refreshments will begin at 7:30 pm with the
program to start at 7:45pm.
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RENNA MEDIA
NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET

WE MAIL
100,000

NEWSPAPERS
MONTHLY!

To place an ad call:  
Tina Renna at 908-418-5586 

or Joe Renna at 908-447-1295
email: info@RennaMedia.com

Fax: 908-709-9209
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BUSINESS PHOTOGRAPHY

DEHANES
PHOTOGRAPHY
mark.dehanes@verizon.net

908-403-8362
www.dehanesphotography.com

• EVENTS
• PORTRAITS
• PRODUCTS
• BUILDINGS

& INTERIORS

CALL US ABOUT 
OUR FULL COLOR 

PRINTING SERVICES
AND INSERTS.

JOE 908-447-1295

APRIL ISSUE
DEADLINES

April Issue in post office:
Friday, April 1st

Content deadline: 
Friday, March 18th

Ad placement deadline: 
Wednesday, March 23th
Art for insert deadline:
Friday, March 18th

Printed Insert deadline:
Friday, March 25th
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For more information, please call

908-490-1600
Fax: 908-490-1601

www.hibachigrillandbuffetnj.com
BLUE STAR SHOPPING CENTER

1701 U.S. Highway 22 West • Watchung

Serving

LOBSTER or CRAB LEGS

with other Special Items

Every Holiday

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 4/10/16.

$125 OFF
ADULT BUFFET

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 4/10/16.

$250 OFF
2 ADULT
BUFFETS

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 4/10/16.

$500 OFF
4 ADULT
BUFFETS

Of $100 or more. Monday - Thursday Only.
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 4/10/16.

$10 OFF
ANY ONE
PARTY

Dinner 3:30pm - 10:00pm
Adult ..........................$11.59
Kids 7-10......................$6.99
Kids 3-6........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

Lunch 11am - 3:30pm
Adult ...........................$7.99
Kids 7-10 .....................$5.99
Kids 3-6 .......................$3.99
2 & Under..................FREE!

Dinner 3:30pm - 10:30pm
Adult ..........................$11.59
Kids 7-10 ......................$6.99
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

Lunch 11am - 3:30pm
Adult ............................$7.99
Kids 7-10......................$5.99
Kids 3-6........................$3.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

11am - 10pm
Adult...........................$11.59
Kids 7-10 ......................$6.99
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under ...................FREE!

MONDAY - THURSDAY

FRIDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY ALL DAY DINNER

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

SUSHI
Fantastic range of freshly prepared sushi. 

Most selection and top quality among all competitors. 
It is far from the typical “buffet quality” sushi. 
At HIBACHI, you don’t sacrifice taste for price.

BUFFET
Elegant, modern, fresh, executed with care and 

confidence. HIBACHI Grill Supreme Buffet brings together 
250+ of fresh-made Asian dishes in eleven buffet bars.

HIBACHI
Choose your favorite ingredients from dozens of seafood, 
meats and vegetables. Watch our chef preparing them in 
our special hibachi sauce to create a full-flavored dish.

ASK US ABOUT CATERING YOUR NEXT EVENT!
We have a large party room available for birthday parties, office meetings & weddings.

Large Parking Lot to
Accommodate our Customers

10% DISCOUNT
Seniors 60+, Military,

Police, College Students
Hibachi Grill Supreme Buffet (Show ID)


