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CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT ISSUE
Call Tina today to reserve the space in this or other Renna Media publications.

Each month 4,800 newspapers are printed
mailed free to every home and business in Berkeley Heights.

Reserve space in the next issue. Call Tina today 
at 908-418-5586 or email info@rennamedia.com

THE SUBURBAN 
CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE

is proud to present it’s

3RD ANNUAL
STREET FAIR,
“A SUMMER

CELEBRATION!”
Springfield Avenue,
from Snyder to 

Plainfield Avenue
Berkeley Heights 

SUNDAY

JUNE 26TH
10AM -5PM
RAIN OR SHINE

EAGLE SCOUTS GIVE BACK TO GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON’S 
THEATER AND MUSIC PROGRAMS

Peter Illis, a Junior and Andrew Stecher, a Senior at
Governor Livingston recently completed their Eagle Scout
projects with Troop 368. Peter's Eagle Scout project came
from his work in the GL theatre and GLTV.  He designed and
built shelves and a workbench in the theatre backstage area
prop room. He also designed and funded a dedication plaque
to the former technical director, Mr. Kenneth Stiefel, a staple
member of the high school theater community who
unfortunately passed away due to cancer last year.
Herb Horwath, Peter’s Eagle Advisor said, “It has been my

pleasure to work with Peter. He faced a few challenges during
his project, some of which were last minute, and was able to
come up with great solutions.  I am very impressed by his
growth and leadership.”
Peter is a member of Stage and TV crew at the Governor

Livingston School and has been involved in theatre
productions since 6th grade.  He has regularly filmed school
events, including concerts, assemblies, and football games.
He is now working with the Berkeley Heights Township
Council to film meetings, and broadcast them on GLTV.  He
is also working with TAP to produce videos for their YouTube
channel.
He volunteers his time to video Board of Education events.

In recognition for all his contribution to the community, Peter
was recently awarded the Union County’s “Unsung Hero”
award.
Peter has been involved with scouting since he was a Tiger

Scout in Pack 468. His High Adventure trips took him to the
Bahamas and Philmont. Peter has worked the last three
summers at the Scouting Camp, Sabattis and will return there
this year to be on the COPE staff.
Andrew Stecher, baritone player and bagpiper for the

Governor Livingston Highlander Marching Band wanted to
give back to his school and the band, where he found immense
camaraderie and support. In addition to the Marching Band,
Andrew plays trombone for the school’s Jazz and Concert
Band, he also performs with the Concert Choir. Andrew is also
a member of the Stage Crew and plays in the pit orchestra for
the school's musical productions. Outside of school, Andrew
plays bagpipes for the Saint Columcille United Gaelic Pipe
Band, a competing band dedicated to Gaelic pipe music and
culture.
For his Eagle project, Andrew took charge of refurbishing

the trophy shelving and 300+ trophies of his award winning
school band. His project involved cleaning and fixing all the
trophies, then tearing out the old shelves, and then building

and installing new decorative shelves for the trophies. As a
result of his project, the trophies in the Governor Livingston
Band Room are now organized by year on newly constructed
display shelves.
Mr. Nicholas O’Sullivan, Band Director at the Governor

Livingston High School said, "For the past 55 years, the
Highlander Band is a tradition of performance and excellence
that the community of Governor Livingston is most proud of.
Andrew Stecher's Eagle Scout Project is something that
preserves this legacy for years to come. The new shelves are
both sturdier and more visually attractive.  Additionally, all of
the trophies were dusted off and organized by year and
decade. The trophies in the Band Room date back to the sixties
all the way to today.  I am most pleased with the work Andrew
and his team have done and on behalf of the band, the band
parents, and the communities Governor Livingston represents,
I can say that we are all very grateful."
Andrew has enjoyed the outdoors since he was a Tiger in

Cub Scout Pack 368. His Boy Scout High Adventure trips
have already included hiking & backpacking at the Philmont
Scout Ranch in New Mexico, sailing and snorkeling in the
Bahamas, and whitewater rafting in the Gauley Mountains of
West Virginia. He is heading to the Grand Canyon this
summer and Philmont again next year as an adult scout
advisor. Andrew would like to major in Engineering.
Only 5% of all Boy Scouts make the Eagle rank, the highest

rank, a prestigious accomplishment that they can proudly wear
as a badge for the rest of their lives. Congratulate these young
men for their determination and hard work. For more
information about joining Troop 368, please reach out to
Scoutmaster Howard Lee at howard@h-lee.com.

(above, l-r) Peter Illis and of Troop 368.



Berkeley Heights News is published by Renna
Media. 4,800 newspapers are printed monthly
and mailed to every business and resident in
Berkeley Heights.
Although great care has been taken to ensure

the information contained within is accurate,
Renna Media assumes no liability for errors or
omissions.
© 2016 Contents of this newspaper cannot be
reproduced without written consent from Renna
Media LLC.

Berkeley Heights News • Page 2 • June 2016

Advertise in this 
newspaper

Reserve space in the next issue. 
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com

4,800 papers
are printed 

monthly 
and mailed 

to every home 
and business 
in Berkeley

Heights. 

To submit content
call Lori at 908-858-4012
Email: lori@rennamedia.com

Berkeley Heights News
is online at 

www.rennamedia.com
like us on 

facebook.com/Berkeley Heights News

OUR 2015 STATISTICS: 

CENTURY 21® is a registered trademark owned by Century 21 Real Estate LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity. 
Each office is independently owned and operated. Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

73 Summit Ave • Summit, NJ 07901
908-273-1900 • info@theemmateam.com

LOOKING TO SELL

OR BUY A HOME?

Timing is Everything!

Summer Selling Season 

is a great time to get 

TOP DOLLAR for your home. 

• Average List to Sale Price
Ratio: 97%

• Average Days on Market: 
43 days

• We sold over $12,000,000
in real estate in 2015

• 5 Star Rating on zillow.com 
• 2015 NJ REALTORS® Circle 
of Excellence award recipient

WHAT IS YOUR HOME WORTH?
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE EVALUATION!

THE EMMA
TEAM

Patricia Sharkey 
908-230-1302

Christina Bove 
908-416-6364

• Driveways • Patios• Walkways
• Retaining Walls • Belgian Block

- Clean-up & Disposal -
Licensed & Insured
John Busler

908.917.7072

SPRING SALE ON!

BERKELEY HEIGHTS ANNUAL GOLF OUTING
Submitted by: The Berkeley Heights P.A.L.

Retired and active police officers joined
coaches, parents, and community members at the
Oak Hill Golf Course, 15 Fernwood Drive in
Milford, New Jersey for the Berkeley Heights
Police Athletic League (BH P.A.L.) annual golf
outing on Monday, May 16th.
Golfers enjoyed lunch before the 12 PM

shotgun start. Participants in this year’s event had
their choice between three different Ray Ban
sunglasses styles as well as a cigar bags
sponsored by JR Cigars. Dinner and program
followed golfing.
The Berkeley Heights P.A.L. has been the

primary financial partner, improving Board of
Education and Township fields. The annual
outing is the prime fundraiser for the
organization. Current improvement projects
include Hendrick and Upper Columbia softball
fields, as well as a partnership with Union County
that developed three new baseball fields at the
Sansone site.

P.A.L. President Joe Graziano added, “parents
and residents are usually surprised to hear that the
P.A.L. financially contributes most of the
maintenance and improvement on our fields.”
“In the last few years, we also have expanded

the programs offered and launched a running
club, volleyball program, and field hockey
clinics. All three were new to the P.A.L,” said
Graziano.
The organization has brought on a volunteer

field maintenance expert to its Board in 2016.
They are also fitting out the Columbia Middle
School gymnasium to accommodate more courts,
hoping to expand the already successful
volleyball program. Upcoming plans include
possible improvements to Passaic Field to
increase soccer playing time.
“This is our biggest fundraiser of the year and

we need our golfers to come out and support this
event,” concluded Graziano.
The BH P.A.L. would like to thank and

acknowledge its golf outing sponsors, who have
made the event possible: JR Cigars, AST
Development, Connell Co, Investor’s Bank,
Keywood Strategies, Cornerstone Analytics,
Don-Tre Driving School, Berkeley Heights
Rotary Club, V.A. Spatz and Sons, Berkeley
Heights Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, East
Restaurant, Berkeley Plaza, Ippolito Funeral
Home, Allstate Insurance, Campano Fence,
Mazza Landscaping and Berkeley Development.
For more information about our programs,

please visit the website, www.bhpal.org. 
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Offices at:

PRACTICE AREAS INCLUDE: 

• Matrimonial and Domestic Violence 
• Chancery Litigation
• Real Estate Closings and Landlord & Tenant 
• Trusts and Estates/Probate Litigation 
• Personal Injury

LAW OFFICE OF 
DAVID C. BENDUSH, ESQ.
www.berkeleyheightslawyer.com

Call or Email us today

(908) 771-0550
Email:

dcbendush@msn.com

• Over 28 years of experience 
• Licensed New Jersey and U.S. Supreme Court 
• Appointed by Superior Court of NJ Arbitrator

and ESP Panelist

310 Springfield Avenue • Suite 10
Berkeley Heights, N.J.

34 North Main Street • 2nd Floor
Marlboro, N.J. (by appointment only)

Not ready for assisted living?
Come enjoy the CHC way of life!

FOR SENIORS: The Residences at Warren

You’ve lived alone, you’ve lived with family, now live with friends!

• Independent and Supportive Living for seniors age 62+

• Income: up to $58,800

• Private, spacious room with full bath

• Shared great room, dining room, den, porch and hobby room

• Food preparartion and housekeeping included!

• Additional support services available

BEAUTIFUL. AFFORDABLE. AVAILABLE NOW!

Mark Your Calendars For The

ANNUAL BERKELEY HEIGHTS
STREET FESTIVAL!

Sunday, June 26, 2016
10:00 AM – 5:00 PM

rain or shine!

The Suburban Chamber of Commerce
is proud to present it’s

3RD ANNUAL STREET FAIR,
“A SUMMER CELEBRATION!”

Join us on Springfield Avenue,
from Snyder to Plainfield Avenue

We expect a large crowd, as we have had the
past two years with over 18,000 visitors lasts
year. Booths are available for businesses and
not for profits.Sponsorships are available.

Email for more information

info@suburbanchambers.org.
Website: http://suburbanchambers.org

13TH ANNUAL BERKELEY HEIGHTS RUBBER
DUCKY FESTIVAL , JUNE 11TH

The 13th Annual Berkeley Heights Rubber
Ducky Festival is taking place on June 11th from
12 Noon to 4 p.m. at the Passaic River Park
soccer fields at 151 Springfield Avenue, in
Berkeley Heights.
The feature event will again be the Rubber

Ducky Race, when thousands of tiny ducks float
down the Passaic River in their quest to be the
first to the finish line for their respective owners.
This year’s hot food will be cooked by the

members of the Berkeley Heights VFW veterans
organization. Carnival-type games will be on site
for all to play. Local businesses and community
organizations will also have exhibits at the
Festival. Try out your pitching arm at the “Dunk
Tank” with local celebrities being dunked! Other
exciting happenings during the event are a hot
DJ, Scout-O-Rama, Moon Walk, water balloons,
and kids games. Admission is free. Enjoy seeing
friends and neighbors and coming together as a
community.
Adopt ducks for only $5 each for a chance to

win fantastic prizes donated by local businesses.
First Prize this year is a Weber Spirit Grill valued
at $649.00, provided by the Rotary Club. Tickets
are being sold by Scouts in front of local
businesses; a limited number will be available at
the Festival.
Funds raised go to Governor Livingston High

School Senior Scholarships and support
providing Student Dictionaries to every Berkeley
Heights 3rd-grader, Medic-Alert for over 200
area solo senior citizens, and helping over 500
local Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts.
The Rubber Ducky Festival is run by the

Rotary Club of Berkeley Heights in cooperation
with the Suburban Chamber of Commerce
Foundation and the Berkeley Heights Recreation
Department.
For more information, visit

www.bhrubberducky.org/ or call Julianne
Simmons at (908) 377-6641 or Tiffany Escott at
(908) 464-8373.
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For more information, please call

908-490-1600
Fax: 908-490-1601

www.hibachigrillandbuffetnj.com
BLUE STAR SHOPPING CENTER

1701 U.S. Highway 22 West • Watchung

Serving

LOBSTER
 or CRAB

 LEGS

with othe
r Special

 Items

Every Ho
liday

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 7/10/16.

$125 OFFADULT BUFFET
With purchase of a beverage per person

Watchung • 908-490-1600
Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other

offers or discounts. Expires 7/10/16.

$250 OFF
2 ADULT
BUFFETS

With purchase of a beverage per person
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 7/10/16.

$500 OFF
4 ADULT
BUFFETS

Of $100 or more. Monday - Thursday Only.
Watchung • 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 7/10/16.

$10 OFF
ANY ONE
PARTY

Dinner 3:30pm - 10:00pm
Adult ..........................$11.59
Kids 7-10......................$6.99
Kids 3-6........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

Lunch 11am - 3:30pm
Adult ...........................$7.99
Kids 7-10 .....................$5.99
Kids 3-6 .......................$3.99
2 & Under..................FREE!

Dinner 3:30pm - 10:30pm
Adult ..........................$11.59
Kids 7-10 ......................$6.99
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

Lunch 11am - 3:30pm
Adult ............................$7.99
Kids 7-10......................$5.99
Kids 3-6........................$3.99
2 & Under...................FREE!

11am - 10pm
Adult...........................$11.59
Kids 7-10 ......................$6.99
Kids 3-6 ........................$5.99
2 & Under ...................FREE!

MONDAY - THURSDAY

FRIDAY - SATURDAY

SUNDAY ALL DAY DINNER

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

SUSHI
Fantastic range of freshly prepared sushi. 

Most selection and top quality among all competitors. 
It is far from the typical “buffet quality” sushi. 
At HIBACHI, you don’t sacrifice taste for price.

BUFFET
Elegant, modern, fresh, executed with care and 

confidence. HIBACHI Grill Supreme Buffet brings together 
250+ of fresh-made Asian dishes in eleven buffet bars.

HIBACHI
Choose your favorite ingredients from dozens of seafood, 
meats and vegetables. Watch our chef preparing them in 
our special hibachi sauce to create a full-flavored dish.

ASK US ABOUT CATERING YOUR NEXT EVENT!
We have a large party room available for birthday parties, office meetings & weddings.

Large Parking Lot to
Accommodate our Customers

10% DISCOUNT
Seniors 60+, Military,
Police, College Students

Hibachi Grill Supreme Buffet (Show ID)
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BERKELEY HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS EDUCATORS OF THE YEAR
On May 19th, the Berkeley Heights Board of

Education honored six staff members as the
Educator of the Year in their respective schools
for the 2015-2016 school year. The honorees are:
Mrs. Susan Poage - Mary Kay McMillin Early

Childhood Center
Mrs. Ann Bird - Thomas P. Hughes School
Mrs. Gina Holzmann - Mountain Park School
Mrs. Kathryn Finkelstein - William Woodruff

School
Ms. Ashlee Smith - Columbia Middle School
Ms. Sharon Leahy - Governor Livingston High

School.
2015-2016 “EDUCATORS OF THE YEAR”
MRS. SUSAN POAGE
Grade 1 Teacher,
Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center
Susan Poage started her career in the Berkeley

Heights Public Schools in September 2000 as a
Substitute Teacher.  She was hired as a
Classroom/Special Education Teacher Aide at
Hamilton Terrace School in March 2001 and then
served as a HELP Teacher at the Early Childhood
Center during the 2001-2002 school year.  Mrs.
Poage was first employed as a Kindergarten
Teacher at Hamilton Terrace in September 2002,
and she taught Kindergartners at the school
through the 2013-2014 school year.  Susan has
been teaching First Grade at the Mary Kay
McMillin Early Childhood Center for the past
two years.
“Mrs. Poage is a highly-effective teacher who

applies content-area knowledge to instructional
practices that connect big ideas to meaningful,
independent exploration and practice, providing
multiple avenues to success,” explained Anne
Corley-Hand, Principal of Mary Kay McMillin
Early Childhood Center. “Upon entering her
classroom, however, you might think you had
entered K-Mart after a blue-light special, as there
will be materials and children taking up all
available table and floor space.  Her child-
centered, project-based classroom is alive with
enthusiastic students who are motivated and
encouraged to use their talents and gifts to be the
best that they can be.”
Mrs. Poage earned her Bachelor of Arts

Degree in Elementary Education from the State
University of New York at Cortland and she
received her Master of Arts Degree in Early
Childhood Education from Kean University.
Well-known for her outstanding ability to teach
scientific concepts to the youngest of learners,
Susan was presented with a Presidential Award
in Mathematics and Science Teaching by the
National Science Foundation in 2009.  During
her career at the Early Childhood Center, Mrs.
Poage has served as a member of the Strategic
Planning Committee, Science Curriculum
Committee, Science Textbook Review
Committee, Grammar Committee and Council on
Instruction.  Susan has also been a workshop
presenter and an active participant in the annual
Berkeley Heights Education Foundation
Basketball Game for many years.
One of her nominators has written that “Mrs.

Poage’s classroom is one of excited learners

whose individual needs are met through unique
and engaging learning centers, as well as many
hands-on activities. Children are encouraged to
be creative and their learning can be
demonstrated in a variety of ways.” A colleague
added that “Susan has always been a vocal
advocate for students who were out of the
mainstream in our community. Through
classroom lessons, bulletin boards, and parent
visitations, she has supported all students who
don’t fit the norm, championing and supporting
various cultural differences.”
MRS. ANN BIRD
Speech-Language Specialist
Thomas P. Hughes School
Ann Bird began working in the Berkeley

Heights Public Schools as a Supplemental Speech
Correctionist during the 1978-1979 school year.
She was then hired to her first full-time Speech
position, working with students at Thomas P.
Hughes and William Woodruff Schools, on
September 1, 1979.  Since that time Mrs. Bird has
worked tirelessly with students in Grades Pre-
Kindergarten through 8 throughout our school
district, helping them to develop their speech and
language skills.
“Ann Bird is the kind of teacher that you wish

YOU had as a child,” said Jessica Nardi, Principal
of Thomas P. Hughes School.  “She has the innate
ability to connect with kids and not only
effectively helps students with their speech and
language needs, but she also helps students have
an overall positive school experience.  Children
feel good about themselves when they are with
Mrs. Bird, and this helps foster their academic
and social growth across their school day.
On a personal note, it always brightens my day

when Mrs. Bird brings her students to the office
to tell me jokes!”
Ann earned her Bachelor of Arts Degree in

Speech from Douglass College of Rutgers, The
State University; and she received her Master of
Science Degree in Speech Pathology from the
Rutgers Graduate School of Education.  An active
member of numerous Speech-Language and
Hearing associations, Mrs. Bird has helped
enlighten her fellow staff members as a workshop
presenter, has been a member of the district’s
Wellness Committee, and has served as a
cooperating professional for college students
completing their internships.  Also, during the
1994-1995 school year, Mrs. Bird was chosen as
the Teacher of the Year at William Woodruff
School.
Her nominators have said that “Mrs. Bird has

an excellent rapport with her students and she
develops and nurtures a love of learning in them.
She develops creative ways to help students
accomplish their speech and language goals.
While reading books, Mrs. Bird will bring in
manipulatives, pictures, or objects to help
students understand the language and the context
of the story.  Ann and her students put forth great
effort during these lessons, but the students hardly
notice that it is work.  Mrs. Bird also
communicates effectively with parents and she is
always available to teachers and parents to

discuss the progress being made by her students.”
MRS. GINA HOLZMANN
Grade 3 Teacher
Mountain Park School
Gina Holzmann has been employed in the

Berkeley Heights Public Schools for the past 15
years.  She started as a Grade 5 Teacher at
Thomas P. Hughes School in September 2001
and moved to Grade 3 at Hughes before
becoming Assistant Principal at Columbia
Middle School in July 2008.  Mrs. Holzmann
served as the CMS Assistant Principal for nearly
three years before returning to the classroom and
her current position, Third Grade Teacher at
Mountain Park School, in September 2011.
"Mrs. Holzmann combines the use of the

creative aspects of teaching that students enjoy
with a very structured and thorough approach,”
said Jon Morisseau, Principal of Mountain Park
School. “By employing technology,
differentiation, and cooperative learning, she is
able to teach the whole child. Her annual efforts
to obtain grants which fund special projects and
learning opportunities further enrich her students’
educational experiences.  In addition, Mrs.
Holzmann serves as an integral part of the
district’s K-5 Language Arts Committee, where
her knowledge of writing instruction is an
extremely valuable asset.”
Gina earned her Bachelor of Arts Degree in

English from Douglass College of Rutgers, The
State University; and she received a Master of
Arts Degree in Early Childhood/Elementary
Education from the Rutgers Graduate School of
Education as well as a Master of Arts Degree in
Educational Leadership from Fairleigh Dickinson
University. Recognized as the 2006-2007 Teacher
of the Year at Thomas P. Hughes School, Mrs.
Holzmann has served her school and the district
as a member of the Council on Instruction,
Language Arts Committee, Spelling Committee,
Textbook Review Committee, Safety Committee
and Strategic Planning Committee.  Earlier in her
career, Gina served as Writing Club Advisor at
Hughes School and as Assistant Softball Coach
at Governor Livingston High School.
Mrs. Holzmann’s nominators have described

her as “an exceptional educator who personifies
the best qualities that we look for in individuals
that teach in our schools every day.”  Those who
observe her classes have commended her for
“creating a classroom environment that is
welcoming and structured with established
routines and expectations for students.  Her
friendly smile and encouraging comments help
foster an atmosphere of support and success.” 
MRS. KATHRYN FINKELSTEIN
Teacher of Special Education
William Woodruff School
Kathy Finkelstein started her teaching career

in her hometown of Hasbrouck Heights, working
there for six years before coming to the Berkeley
Heights Public Schools in September 1991.  She
has been teaching at William Woodruff School
for the past 25 years, having educated students in
various settings including Primary Perceptually
Impaired classes, self-contained Language and
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Learning Disabilities classes, and in her current
role as a Resource Room and In-Class Support
Teacher.
“Mrs. Finkelstein is an exceptional teacher; a

rare gem of a person who was given the gift to
teach,” explained Patricia Gasparini, Principal of
William Woodruff School. “She looks at each day
as an opportunity to help her students gain
confidence, learn skills, and further acquire new
strategies to help them find success.  Kathy’s
ever-present smile, calm manner, and constant
encouragement inspire her students to believe,
reach, and achieve.   Mrs. Finkelstein is vested in
her students, their lives, and their interests.  She
uses this to develop hands-on, high-interest, and
motivating lessons that build on success.  All of
the students, staff, and school community
celebrate Mrs. Finkelstein’s passion, creativity,
collegial style and willingness to support all.”
Kathy earned her Bachelor of Science Degree

in Special Education from Trenton State College,
now The College of New Jersey.  During her
years in Berkeley Heights, Mrs. Finkelstein has
served as a member of the District Special
Education Monitoring Committee, Social Studies
Curriculum Committee, School Objective
Committee, Differentiated Supervision
Committee, and as a Workshop Presenter and
Summer School Teacher.  Kathy was chosen as
the Teacher of the Year at William Woodruff
School for the 1995-1996 school year.
One of Mrs. Finkelstein’s nominators, a

colleague, stated that “Kathy dedicates herself to
foster the highest level of understanding in her
students.  She has an excellent rapport with those
in her classes, is highly regarded by parents and
colleagues, and participates extensively in
professional development opportunities.  Kathy
taught me so much in the early years of my career
and I am still learning from her many years later.
She tirelessly searches for methods which can
help any and all children learn and she readily
shares those ideas with her peers.  I would call
Kathy a ‘teacher’s teacher.’”
MS. ASHLEE SMITH
Teacher of French
Columbia Middle School
Ashlee Smith is in her fourth year of teaching

the French language to students at Columbia
Middle School.  She arrived in Berkeley Heights
after having taught French at Bedminster
Township Public School for two years.
“Ms. Smith seeks ways to fully immerse her

students in the French Language; she has gone as
far as to ask me to throw away the desks in her
classroom and install a sidewalk café,” said Frank
Geiger, Principal of Columbia Middle School.
“In her classroom, students often take the lead,
sharing their discoveries perhaps dressed as
Claude Monet while Ms. Smith conferences with
others in the target language.  Ms. Smith plants
the seeds early, visiting the elementary schools to
promote her course of study. A student who
completes three years of French with Ms. Smith
has seen the sights of France through online
virtual tours, studied the country's culture,
prepared and tasted French food as members of
the French club, and speaks the language with
confidence.”

Ms. Smith earned her Bachelor of Science
Degrees in World Language Education-French
Language, French and Francophone Studies-
Applied French, and International Studies from
The Pennsylvania State University.  She is
currently pursuing graduate studies in the Master
of Arts in Teaching program at the Rutgers
Graduate School of Education.  Ashlee has served
as faculty advisor to the CMS French Club and
Student Council during her employment at
Columbia Middle School; and she co-founded the
Ski and Snowboard Club through the Berkeley
Heights YMCA, which has proven to be a very
popular organization with the middle school
students.
Her nominators wrote that “Ms. Smith loves

the French language and sharing her excitement
for it with her students. She creates a warm,
welcoming and fun environment in her classroom
and she helps to do the same at Columbia Middle
School as a whole.  Ashlee’s students write to pen
pals in France, send out holiday greetings to their
teachers in French, and learn about food, fashion
and culture in French-speaking countries
throughout the world.  She also takes the time to
create an accepting climate in her classroom by
teaching students about tolerance.  Ms. Smith
listens to her students, gets to know them and
their interests, learns about what is going on in
their lives, and that truly resonates with the girls
and boys in her classes.”
MS. SHARON LEAHY
Teacher of Social Studies
Governor Livingston High School
Sharon Leahy has been teaching Social Studies

at Governor Livingston High School for the past
13 years, providing instruction in courses such as
Advanced Placement (AP) World History,
Sociology, World History Honors, and Global
Studies.  She first arrived in the Berkeley Heights
Public Schools in 2003 after having worked in the
private sector for over 10 years.
“Sharon Leahy is so much more than just a

great educator,” said Robert Nixon, Principal of
Governor Livingston High School. “The ultimate
professional, Ms. Leahy is a top-notch coach and
advisor in addition to being a master teacher.
Students love to take her class because they know
that they will learn in a highly-engaging
environment. The way Ms. Leahy runs her
classroom fosters inquiry. She challenges her
students to substantiate their claims and to prove
the validity of their opinions to their classmates.”
The 2010 Teacher of the Year at Governor

Livingston, Ms. Leahy earned her Bachelor of
Arts Degree in History from Providence College
and she received her Master of Arts Degree in
Teaching from Fairleigh Dickinson University.
She currently serves as the Head Coach of the
Governor Livingston Golf Team and as Assistant
Coach of the GL Swimming Team, in addition to
being one of the faculty advisors to the school’s
Interact Club. During her years at Governor
Livingston, Sharon also has been a member of the
district’s Council on Instruction, Technology
Committee and Strategic Planning Committee, in
addition to serving as National Honor Society
Advisor.  Outside of school, Ms. Leahy’s subject-
area expertise has led to her employment by The
College Board as a Reader for AP European
History Examinations as well as being a
contributor of questions for the new AP Exam.   
One of Sharon’s nominators for Educator of

the Year wrote that “Ms. Leahy is the type of
teacher who makes it look easy. When you watch
her teach, she is in complete command of the
classroom.  Her lessons are marvelous – they are
always clever, well-constructed, student-
centered, on-point, and rigorous.  Although she
makes teaching look easy, Sharon is constantly
working to improve and looking to incorporate
new ideas and practice into her instruction; she
will often work with other teachers both within
and outside the Social Studies department in
order to achieve this goal.  She is a credit to her
department, GL, and the entire district.”

(above l-r) Mr. Scott McKinney, Assistant Superintendent; Mrs. Tara Oliveira, Assistant Principal
at Governor Livingston HS; Mrs. Susan Poage, Mrs. Ann Bird, Mrs. Gina Holzmann, Ms. Ashlee
Smith, Ms. Sharon Leahy, Mrs. Kathryn Finkelstein, and Mrs. Judith Rattner, Superintendent of

Schools.
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CRUISE FOR A CAUSE
Bikers For Brooke

Motorcycle
Run & Family BBQ

Fundraiser to Benefit The Brooke Healey
Foundation Fighting Pediatric Brain Cancer
Cool, Classic, Vintage, Cars or Trucks

Welcome for Display!

Sunday, June 12, 2016
12:00 - 4:00pm

Mt. Carmel Hall
56 River Road • Berkeley Heights, NJ
Entry Fee: $10 per Driver; $10 per Passenger

• Vehicles must arrive between 9:30 & 11am
• Parking is not accessible after 11am
• First 50 vehicles receive goody bags
• “Family’s Choice” Trophy awarded to favorite
vehicle chosen by the Healey Family

Cruise Contact: Diane Wolfe,
Dwolfe145@aol.com

908-898-1516
ALL ARE WELCOME!

You do not have to enter a vehicle to attend.
Catered by Olsen’s BBQ, Live Music.
Local Fire Truck, 50/50, Kid’s activities
Vendor Village, Cash “Beer Garden”

General entry: $25 per person;
$10 child under 11; $50/family

FAMILY BBQ
www.brookehealey.com

2016 YOUTH ACADEMY 
POLICE-ORIENTED EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
The Police Youth Academy is an educational

program developed by the Berkeley Heights
Police focusing on the Township’s young
residents. This program is designed to provide
positive interaction between the children of our
community and the officers who serve them. The
Academy emphasizes professionalism,
teamwork, respect, and integrity in a disciplined
learning environment. Instructors will cover
military drill, physical training, self-defense
training, classroom activities, and host
presentations from various law enforcement
agencies. The Police Youth Academy will also
provide male and female participants with insight
on a career in law enforcement.
Classes will be held at the Berkeley Heights

Fire Department, 411 Hamilton Avenue, Berkeley
Heights, NJ.

The Youth Academy is open to any Berkeley
Heights student currently enrolled in grades 2
through 12. There is a $40 registration fee. Also,
all applicants must have their parents/guardians
sign all waivers, and obtain a medical release
note from their physician.
Applications may be obtained by calling 
Police Headquarters at (908) 464-1111 
or emailing egaffney@bhpolice.org.

Dates and Times:
Grades 8-12

July 5th – 8th (9 a.m.-3 p.m.)
Grades 2-4

July 11th – 15th (10 a.m.-1 p.m. )
Grades 5-7

July 18th – 22nd (9 a.m.-3 p.m.)
Grades 5-8

July 25th – 29th (9 a.m.-3 p.m. )



Berkeley Heights News • Page 9 • June 2016



Berkeley Heights News • Page 10 • June 2016

Why Repave?
Sealcoat & Save!

$50 OFFDRIVEWAY REPAIRor SEALCOATING

• Parking Lot Line Striping
• Driveways & Parking Lots
• Specializing in Large Parking Lots
• Hot Rubberized Crack Filling

WE WILL EDGE, CLEAN, PRIME OIL SPOTS & SEALCOAT YOUR DRIVEWAY!

MAKE YOUR ASPHALT GREAT AGAIN!

Minimum purchase $500. Limit one. No other discounts apply. Exp. 6/30/16.

backtoblacksealcoating@yahoo.com

FULLY INSURED!
Lic# 13VH06534400

BACK TO BLACK SEALCOATING

732-968-3646
backtoblacksealcoating.com

• Hot Asphalt Repairs • Tennis Courts
• Asphalt or Coal Tar (Emulsion Sealer)
• Pothole Patching • SNOW REMOVAL
• Power Washing • Asphalt Patch Work

We will beat any legitimate 
Sealcoat company’s written estimate.

Call for a
FREE Estimate 
& Receive a
FREE Gift!

5% DISCOUNT
FOR SENIORS
& VETERANS!

1-877-535-8660
WWW.KELTOMGUTTERS.COM

$15 OFF
GUTTER CLEANING

First Time Customers Only.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

GUTTER CLEANING
Formerly Affordable Tree Care

Tree Service - Masonry

10% OFF
ANY SERVICE

$300 maximum discount
Coupon must be presented at time of

estimate. Cannot be applied to previous
estimates or scheduled work. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Expires 7/10/16

FREE
STUMP GRINDING
With Any Tree We Remove.
Includes Removal of Up to 

1 Yard of Grindings
$300 maximum discount

Coupon must be presented at time of 
estimate. Cannot be applied to previous 

estimates or scheduled work. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Expires 7/10/16

FULLY INSURED • 24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Call Today For
A FREE Estimate

yaqr

We Will Beat Any Written Quote 
From A Reputable, Insured Tree Service.

908-414-4509

391 Springfield Avenue, Suite 2A
Berkeley Heights NJ 07922

908-898-1950
Fax:908-898-1960

www.berkeleyheightspt.com

Jeff Fitzgerald, PT, DPT
NJ License #40QA00847100

Serving The Local Community Since 2006

Most Major Insurance
Companies Accepted.

DAYS OF REALIZATION
The students of Governor Livingston High

School recently participated in the “Days of
Realization” program. Every 15 minutes,
someone in the United States dies as the result of
an alcohol related traffic collision. Due to this
startling fact, several TREND students at GLHS
organized this two-day program.
On the first day, students were taken from their

classrooms and an announcement was made over
the loudspeaker announcing their death. Their
faces were painted white and they were returned
to class; however, they were not allowed to speak
for the remainder of the day. After school, the 26
students and three staff members who suffered
this fate were taken to an undisclosed location for
the night. Here, they participated in activities and
heard from a guest speaker, who tragically killed
her friend as a result of an alcohol-related
accident.
During their time away, students and staff

members were asked to write letters to their loved
ones, saying what they would not have gotten to
say if this were in fact a real situation. The next
day, in an assembly program for the junior and
senior students, specific members of this group

shared their letters with the student body. In
addition, Maria Esteves of the Union County
Prosecutor's Office shared the heartbreaking
story of losing her 9-year old daughter due to the
actions of a drunk driver.
The program was a simulation of the impact

that traffic fatalities have on a community of
people. We hope that this program will help
students realize the true risks of reckless
behavior and understand the dangers of driving
under the influence.
This program was driven by GLHS students

with assistance and guidance provided by Mr.
Robert Segear, Berkeley Heights Student
Assistance Counselor. Also assisting and
providing leadership were School Resource
Officers, Officer Edward Gaffney of the
Berkeley Heights Police Department and
Detective Shaun Bendik of the Mountainside
Police Department. The program was completely
supported through numerous donations by the
generous people and businesses of Berkeley
Heights and Mountainside, as well as by the
Berkeley Heights and Mountainside Municipal
Alliances.
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1288 SPRINGFIELD AVE • NEW PROVIDENCE, NJ

908-464-0096

www.providencebarandkitchen.com

Offering a changing list of specialty cocktails, tap and
bottled beers and a wide selection of wines, Providence
is serving Modern American cuisine which includes an
all-day bar menu, lunch, dinner and a sit down brunch on
Sundays to come.

COME DINE ON OUR SPACIOUS PATIO

MONDAY - THURSDAY 11:30 am - 10 pm
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:30 am - 11 pm

SUNDAY 4 pm - 9 pm (Sunday brunch is coming!)

DONATE ONLINE
http://amzn.com/w/1d4rr1y12q2w7

HUNGER DOESN’T
GET A VACATION
SPRING FOOD DRIVE
TO BENEFIT THE FOODBANK

NETWORK OF SOMMERSET COUNTY

Begins May 21st
MOST NEEDED ITEMS

• Spaghetti Sauce in Plastic Jars
• Canned Tuna
• Peanut Butter
• Jelly
• Canned Meats
• Canned Stews
• Spam
• Macaroni and Cheese
• Laundry Detergent
• Cold Cereal
• Parmalat® Milk

RE/MAX INTEGRITY ADVANTAGE
501 Springfield Ave.
Berkeley Heights

Hours: M-F 9:30-5:30

COLDWELL BANKER
7Mt. Bethel Road, Warren
Hours: M-F 9:00-5:00

WEICHERT REALTORS
55 Stirling Rd.

Hours: M-F 9:00-9:00

DROP-OFF LOCATIONS

No Glass JarsPlease!

Landscaping • Excavating
Tree Service • Brick Patios & Walkways

908-755-6839
Family owned and operated since 1986.

www.bowmanlandscaping.com

Contractor License # 13VH01784700 PAINTING & MASONRY
• Exterior / Interior Painting
• Finish Carpentry
• Masonry / Stone / Concrete
• Patios / Walkways

908 343 4897
www.AffordableHomeImprovementNow.com

(above) To watch the Governor Livingston High School “Days of Realization” Day One Review,
please visit Youtube and search “Governor Livingston HS Days of Realization 2016 Day 1

Review.” The full video will be posted shortly on the GLHS website.
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WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT

732-381-2646
Night Towing 732-496-1633

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up

24 HR Service

10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 7/10/16.

Late Model Foreign & American New & Used 
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission 
• Auto Glass • Computers 
• Tail Lights • Doors 
• Fenders • AC Compressors

908-205-7932
www.obriensandsonspavingandmasonry.com

Email: info@obriensandsonspavingandmasonry.com

• Asphalt Paving• Concrete Stoops• Concrete Pavers• Paver Stoops
• All Styles of Stucco• Masonry Repairs• Masonry Walls• Hardscaping Patios• Paver Patios
• Water Fountains• Chimney Restoration

LIC #13VH08804600
Scotch Plains NJ 07076

QUALITY - EXPERIENCE - INTEGRITY
DESIGN PROFESSIONALS UPON HIRE!

N. Cocuzza Construction LLC
908-930-3123

10% OFF
PROJECT WITH AD BEFORE 7/20/16

35+ Years
of Satisfaction

Fully Insured - Reg# 13HV05372200

• New Construction

• Additions

• Renovations

• Kitchens

• Baths 

• Basements

FREE PAPER
SHREDDING EVENT

The Liberty Group is sponsoring their second
annual Paper Shredding event. This event is free
to the public and will take place on Saturday,
June 11th at 9:30 a.m. at Capital One Bank - 138
Central Ave, Westfield, NJ, 07090.
According to Liberty Group, the public is

invited to bring in any documents they need
destructed on-site by Liberty's state-of-the-art
shredding truck. The truck ensures complete
document destruction, producing the most secure
shred size in the mobile shredding industry. It has
a shredding capacity of a whopping 7,000 LBS.
The truck does not accommodate binder clips,
large paper clips, spiral binding, or any other
hazardous materials. After shredding, the truck
takes all the paper to a recycling plant in Newark,
NJ.
The Liberty Group stated that they understand

the vital need for document security services and
they are happy to support their community.

JUNE 23 - JUNE 25

TD Bank - Cranford Sunoco - Spencer Savings Bank
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Get Ready For
Summer Camps & Intensives

258 Springfield Ave.
Berkeley Hts., NJ 07922
908-508-1860

Accentsdancewear.com

20% OFF 
ANY 1 REG. PRICED ITEM
Good Thru 8/31/16 (Excludes Luggage).

We Are The Place
To Go For:

• Leotards
• Skirts/Tutus

• Tights
• Swimwear 

• Bags
• Accessories

• Shoes: Ballet, Tap, Jazz, 
Hip Hop, Pointe*

*Specially Trained Pointe Shoe
Fitters Available By Appointment.

• Dance Wear
• Gymnastics Wear
• Swim Wear For
Children & Adults 

CAP CADET PROGRAM IS OPEN TO STUDENTS
On May 14, 2016, teenagers from ages 12 to

18 participated in the Joint Base McGuire-Dix-
Lakehurst Open House Air Show as part of the
Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program for middle
school and high school students.
CAP members provided STEM

demonstrations, aircraft static displays, event
program sales, and some had the honor of
escorting distinguished visitors to the Center
Stage. In addition, CAP members provided
flight orientation training on computer

simulators to young visitors that stopped by the
CAP booth. 
Children also had the chance to pose in the

CAP F-16 model. During this event, CAP
members answered many questions from the
public about the CAP youth program in areas
such as Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Math activities (STEM), Cyber Security
activities, Robotics competitions, the
Orientation Flight program, basic customs,
courtesies, drills, and much more.

The Civil Air Patrol Capt. “Bud” Jackson
Squadron is open to the youth of Union County
(west area) and Morris County (south east area).
Cadets meet every Tuesday from 7:00PM to
9:00PM at the Chatham High School in room
L10. The CAP cadet program is open to students
from ages 12 to 18 years old. 
For more information about 
the Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program, 
please contact Mary Romany 
at 732-424-6484



RENNA MEDIA
NEWSPAPER RATE SHEET

WE MAIL
100,000

NEWSPAPERS
MONTHLY!

To place an ad call: 
Tina Renna at 908-418-5586 

or Joe Renna at 908-447-1295
email: info@RennaMedia.com

Fax: 908-709-9209
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Sat June 11            "The Vinny's"                 9pm
Sun June 12           Bobby Byrne                  4:30pm
Fri June 17             "Sweet Chin Music"        10pm
Sat June 18            Pat Roddy                      10pm

JUNE 19th - FATHER'S DAY BLOWOUT!
Sun June 19           'Brian Kirk & the Jirks'  6pm
Sat June 25            Pat Roddy                      10pm
Sun June 26           Bobby Byrne                  4:30pm
Thu June 30           Backspin 50                   5pm

JULY 2016
Fri July 1                'Brian Kirk & the Jirks'  6pm
Sat July 2               Pat Roddy                      10pm
Sun July 3              Bobby Byrne                  4:30pm
                               Pat Roddy                      10pm
Mon July 4              "The Barksdales             5pm

Thu July 7              Backspin 50                   5pm
Fri July 8                'Waiting on Mongo'       10pm
Sat July 9               Pat Roddy                      10pm
Sun July 10            Bobby Byrne                  4:30pm
Thu July 14            Backspin 50                   5:00pm
Fri July 15              "Enjoy!"                          10pm
Sat July 16             Pat Roddy                      10pm
Sun July 17            Pat Roddy                      10pm
Thu July 21            Backspin 50                   5:00pm
Fri July 22              "Sweet Chin Music"        10pm
Sat July 23             Pat Roddy                      10pm
Sun July 24            Bobby Byrne                  4:30pm
                               'Brian Kirk & the Jirks'  10pm
Thu July 28            Backspin 50                   5:00pm
Sat July 30             "The Medicine Men"       6pm
                               Pat Roddy                      10pm

AUGUST 2016
Thu August 4          Backspin 50                   5:00pm
Fri August 5           'Waiting on Mongo'       10pm
Sat August 6          Pat Roddy                      10pm
Sun August 7         Bobby Byrne                  4:30pm
Thu August 11        Backspin 50                   5:00pm
Sat August 13        "Joebonanno and
                               the Godsons of Soul"     7pm
Sun August 14       'Brian Kirk & the Jirks'  TBA
Thu August 18        Backspin 50                   5:00pm
Sat August 20        "Enjoy!"                          10pm
Sun August 21       Bobby Byrne                  TBA
Thu August 25        Backspin 50                   5:00pm
Sat August 27        "Joebonanno and the
                               Godsons of Soul"           7pm
Sun August 28       'Brian Kirk & the Jirks'  TBA

SEPTEMBER 2016
Thu September 1   Backspin 50                   5:00pm
Sat September 3    Pat Roddy                      10pm
Sun September 4   Bobby Byrne                  4:30pm
                               Pat Roddy                      10pm
Fri September 16  Nicole & Denise             7pm

OCTOBER 2016
Sun October 2        'Brian Kirk & the Jirks'  TBA
Fri October 14        Nicole & Denise             7pm

NOVEMBER 2016
Sun November 6    'Brian Kirk & the Jirks'  TBA

Visit NorwoodInn.com for updates to schedule.

BRIAN KIRK & THE JIRKS JOBONANNO & THE GODSONS of SOUL

PAT RODDY

BOBBY BYRNE

ENJOY!

Entertainment Schedule

South 

North

AVON
BY THE SEA

Parkway

Rt 18

Rt 35

Sylvania Ave

R
t 33

Sylvan Lake

Norw
ood Ave

Main Street

2nd Ave

1st Ave

Ocean Ave

Corlies

Ave

Exit
100B

Exit
8A

618 SECOND AVENUE • AVON-BY-THE-SEA, NJ •  732-775-3900
www.norwoodinn.com • facebook: Norwood Inn • instagram: @the_norwood_inn

Mon-Fri 4pm - 2am / Sat/Sun 12pm-2am
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Fresh Fruit &              Vegetable Market
Freshly baked Portuguese and
Italian bread delivered daily!

908-757-7730
950 Route 22 East • North Plainfield, NJ

Store Hours: Mon-Sat:  9:00 am to 7:00 pm
Sun:  9:00 am to 5:00pm

“We’re Not Just Produce”

q t u ] 

16/20
size

FRESH FRUIT OR VEGETABLE PLATTERS

COUPON COUPON

COUPON
$1.00 OFF your purchase

of $20.00 OR MORE

COUPON
SICURRO SLICING

PROVOLONE
$499

lb

COUPON

FRESH SHRIMP
$999

lb

somersetfarms@verizon.net
somersetfarmsnj.com

By the pound only. Limit 1 lb per customer per coupon per day. 
Not to be combined with other offer. Offers good thru 7/15/16.

Excludes garden center and fish purchases. Limit 1 offer per customer
per day. Not to be combined with other offer. Offer expires 7/15/16.

Must purchase 1 lb. Limit 1 lb. per coupon. Coupon may not be combined
with other offers. Limit 1 offer and coupon per day. Offer expires 7/15/16.

By the pound only. Limit 1 lb per customer per coupon per day. 
Not to be combined with other offer. Offers good thru 7/15/16.

BER6

BER6

BER6

Your One-stop
Party Place

BOAR’S HEAD
GENOA SALAMI

$599
lb

Call Today To Order! 908-757-7730 • 950 Route 22 East North Plainfield
Open 7 Days Daily 9am-7pm / Sunday 9am-5pm

Strawberry Touchdown
Special  - Pick up only

Fresh Fruit Arrangements & 
Chocolate Covered Strawberries

Available For
Pick Up Or Delivery

PERFECT GIFT FOR
• Birthdays • Thank You

• Get Well
• Deepest Sympathy 

• I Love You
• Centerpieces

PERFECT DESSERT ADD ON

$5 OFF
YOUR

FRUITFUL
CREATION
$39.99
OR MORE
Offer expires 7/15/16.

Must purchase 1 lb. Limit 1 lb. per coupon. Coupon may not be combined
with other offers. Limit 1 offer and coupon per day. Offer expires 7/15/16.

BER6

16/20
size

BER6

Platters over stuffed with the best the season has to offer.
• 14 inch 24.99
• 16 inch 29.99 
• 18 inch 39.99

Perfect for Special Occasions!

Large selection of
annuals, perenniels, 
herb plants, trees, 

plant, shrubs 
& much much more. 

BER6

BOAR’S HEAD
AMERICAN CHEESE

$399
lb


