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BIDDING FARE WELL TO JOE THE BARBER

O

n December 3, 2011 Joe DiMaria closed the doors of his barber shop for the final
time, and with it, another era of “the way things were.” Besides the dates on the
magazines there was little evidence that any time has passed over the forty four years
he was there. Like many old institutions, Joe's Barber Shop can not be replicated.

Joe The Barber, as he was commonly known, was cutting hair in his shop located at
293 Morris Avenue in Elizabeth for 44 years. Too much of what made it special is tied
directly to Joe, his larger than life mustache and his even larger smile. The haircut was
secondary to the experience of waiting to be next. No one minded if they had to wait
an hour because what they got for their patience was a one man vaudeville act. His
audience would be entertained by one-liners, stories and sight-gags. Once in a while
he would take a break and snip the locks of the customer sitting in the chair. Many
times the patron would stay after his haircut to listen to the end of a bit.
Funny is just a part of Joe's persona. What made Joe special was his compassion
and generosity. He acted on both with almost complete anonymity. His involvement
with St. Anthony's Church and the Knights of Columbus were noteworthy but his
real spirit of giving was found in the kindness he showed individuals, those
(above, l-r) Working at LaSalle’s Barber Shop, 1960,
impoverished and afflicted. Joe befriends people who need help that are not
Tom Colicchio, Joe DiMaria and Henry LaSalle.
particularly versed in asking for it. His friendship for these people is a Godsend.
A regular customer could get a sense of Joe's altruism by observing him interacting with the pedestrians on Morris Avenue. Lost souls would
shuffle in and out of his door periodically and he would build relationships with them. If he couldn't help them directly he would direct them to
a place where they could get help, it may be a bowl a soup or a call to an EMT. For some of these people, Joe was the only person to have ever
helped them. Joe also made house calls and continues to do so. A service that went to the way side decades ago, but is still vital to many people
who are home-bound or in a hospital. He will continue to be available for home and hospital visits in his retirement.
One person Joe helped was a fellow named Jimmy Testa, a WWII veteran. The shop became a regular hang out for Jimmy and he and Joe
became good friends. When Jimmy got ill with lung cancer, Joe looked out for him, ultimately calling the Red Cross when hospitalization was
inevitable. Jimmy eventually died in the Veterans' Hospital and because he had no next of kin the hospital thought it fitting to present Joe with
the flag used to drape Jimmy's casket in honor of his service to America. The flag then hung from ceiling to floor in the barber shop ever since.
The DiMaria family arrived from Ribera Sicily in 1959 and settled in the Peterstown section of Elizabeth, NJ. Joe was 21 years old and within
a year met Patricia Gallo, a neighborhood girl who's family was from Vallata Italy. They have been together for the last 51 years. They were
married in 1964 and have two sons, Carmine, an attorney and Nicholas who is in education. Joe says communication was the basis of his
successful marriage, he didn't speak English and his wife didn't speak Italian, they never argued about anything. Joe learned to cut hair from his
father Carmelo who cut hair in the basement of his Peterstown home. His first job was with LaSalle's Barber Shop where he worked until 1968
when he opened his own place on Morris Avenue.
At 73 years old Joe still has a lot of vim and vigor racing around his body. He
shows no indication of slowing down but the demands of operating a shop is more
suited for younger folks. Joe is happy with the thought that he's not confined to
the regular shop hours. He will have more time to socialize around the
neighborhood. His bellowing voice shooting out one-liners through a thick accent
can wake up any mundane setting. His antics also earned him the moniker "Joe Lu
Pazze", affectionately, of course, he's not really crazy.
Joe's comedy did hide his serious side to those not looking. It was fitting that
the last person to leave his shop before he turned the key for the final time was an
old timer named Sylvester. He sat while Joe waited for his brother Charlie to
truck the final boxes away. Sylvester sat in a folding chair, the last piece of
furniture left behind in the middle of the empty room. Joe was talking to him but
not getting much of a response. Sylvester just needed a place to rest his legs and
keep warm. Joe's Shop was able to provide that to the very end. It is a wonder
where Sylvester will be the following day. Store owners around Morris and
Westfield Avenues lost a great neighbor. The sense is that there will be many
more lonely people around, more people looking for help who can't find any, and
a lot less laughter echoing out into the streets.

(left) Joe “The barber” DiMaria before closing his
barber shop on 293 Morris Avenue in Elizabeth, NJ
for the last time in 44 years on December 3, 2011.
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Joe,
What a privilege and an honor to be able to attend the St.
Anthony's Memorial Dinner Dance on November 12, 2011.
It was such a joy to see all my old classmates. In addition, to
seeing Brother Jerry and Sister Domenica. These people
trained us and helped us be the persons we are today. We
owe St. Anthony’s so much and we all love her so very
much. We will never forget the values she instilled. I think all
my classmates would agree; we love our alma mater and we
want her to continue to educate and influence young minds.
Special thanks to the committee that orchestrated this great
event: Ray Masters, Joe Tedde, Vicky (Carta) Miller, Jackie
Salemi, Anthony Bartone, Susan (Guido) Jax, Joanne
(Pareso) Megill. You all worked so hard and so tirelessly. You
inspired me to do more to help others.
Everything went so well and we all had a great time.
If you are an alumnus of St. Anthony’s you have a proud
heritage. One that makes you special and unique. Trust me
when I say we are a blessed people. May we never forget our
alma mater and may we do all we can to hold her high!
God bless and Merry Christmas,
John Nocera
Calhoun, LA
It’s good to see the Burg has a newspaper. Thirty years
ago I lived and hung out down the Burg by Spirito’s with guys
like George Mallone, the Collinci’s, Jo Jo, etc. I also hung
outside John & Joe’s Fountain Store on the Avenue. I’m 64
now, but the Burg never left my heart.
All my best,
Richard Tuttle
East Stroudsburg, PA
Dear Joe:
I received the front page of your October 2011
newspaper in a round about fashion. Mel Baker, a life long
resident of Elizabeth, mailed the front page to my brother in
Arizona, who in turn mailed it to me back here in New
Jersey. He highlighted a portion of Jack Joyce's letter - the
part about Father Hillary and Blessed Sacrament Grammar
School. I attended Blessed Sacrament in 1947, before moving
the following year to Jackson Avenue. While living there I
attended Sacred Heart for grades 2 through 3, Lafayette for
grades 4 through 9 and Thomas Jefferson for grades 10
through 12. I should also mentioned that I attended Battin
High School as a junior because TJ did not offer third year
Spanish. Because TJ was on a split schedule I walked to
Battin for my afternoon class.
Getting back to Blessed Sacrament, I recall Father Hillary
coming into our first grade class on Mondays and asking
questions about the Sunday gospel. He always offered a
nickel for each correct answer. While I was in the 9th grade I
delivered groceries for Badel's Grocery store (near the corner
of Jackson Avenue and North Avenue). Every Saturday I
had a delivery to the Blessed Sacrament Rectory. Often times
I had the pleasure of running across Father Hillary. He was
truly a great man.
Sincerely,
George Miller
Ringoes, NJ

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT:
NICHOLAS & EUGENE CONFORTI
On September 27, 2011 identical twins Nicholas
Patrick Conforti and Eugene Christopher Conforti were
born in Boston, Massachusetts at Tufts Medical Center.
Weighing 3 lbs 5oz and 5 lbs 6oz, Nicholas and Eugene
were welcomed into the world by proud, first-time
parents Kristin and Patrick Conforti. Now residing in
Andover, Mass, Patrick (of Toms River) is a scientist and
Kristin (of Garden City, NY) is now a stay-at-home
mom after working in public relations for 8 years.
The boys join a loving family including great
grandmother, Theresa Colicchio Schade of Edison,
grandparents, Patricia & Eugene Conforti of Toms River
and Helen & Nicholas Capece of Garden City, NY as
well as many adoring aunts, uncles and cousins.

FREE JOB READINESS
PROGRAM: “PROJECT READY”
Project Ready will be accepting applications for its
free six week job preparedness program on Tuesday,
January 3 at 9:30 sharp. Applicants should be prepared
to stay until 1:30PM. A six week program is offered to
people seeking to improve their skills as they search for
employment. Students receive training in basic business
and computer skills. They learn interviewing skills,
resume writing, Math and English. Upon completion of
the program, staff assists students with job searches.
The staff of "Project Ready" consists of a staff
director and several volunteers, most of whom are
retired business and education professionals.
Project Ready is located within
St. Joseph Social Service Center
118 Division St., Elizabeth. NJ
For more information please call (908) 353-1045,
email projectreadyprg@yahoo.com
or visit www.stjosephelizabeth.org

God bless,
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Doors open at 2:00 pm

St. Anthony’s Cafeteria
Get boxes
(20’s and 100’s)

at Sacco’s

(Corner of Third Ave. and Centre St.)
$35.00 at door
HOT & COLD BUFFET - OPEN BAR - HALF TIME RAFFLE

Editor’s Opinion
everybody has one - this is mine - by Joe Renna

JJoe the Barber always gave me the same regular boy's
haircut when I was young. But when I turned thirteen
and wasn't a kid any more I wanted to look cool like the
older kids in high school, that meant long hair parted in
the middle. I told Joe what I wanted and though my hair
was not that long he parted it and I left bopping around
feeling pretty good. The look was a big deal because my
class trip to Washington, DC was the next day and I
thought if I saw some protesters and I didn't want to give
the impression that I was a square, I was ready to throw
up a peace sign and join in.
The following morning I arrived at school in my bell
bottoms, blue corduroy sport coat and matching bow tie
with my hair blown out, parted down the middle just
touching the top of my ears. Some of my classmates were
boarding the bus and I went to get in line. Sister
Kathleen saw me approaching and I gave her a big smile.
But she frowned and pointing her finger at my head she
said "Mr. Renna, there will be none of that."
Bummer. My radical hair style was denied. She made
me part my hair on the side in order to board the bus.
There probably was a lesson she was trying to teach me
but to this day, I can't figure out what it was. Maybe she
thought the hair do was a gateway to becoming a full
fledge hippie burnout. We are the sum of our experiences
and so I'm thankful for whatever happened to me in St.
Anthony's Grammar School. The nuns who taught us
were from the Salesian order. The order started by St.
Don Bosco in 1859, was dedicated to helping troubled
youth through education, and it showed at St.
Anthony's. The nuns had a tough job and in hindsight
they handled it well.
Catholic Schools are in a struggle to survive. For too
many reasons, they are being phased out by the economy
and competition. Measures need to be taken to combat
the natural societal forces. Last year St. Anthony's Class
of 1970 took up the charge and established a Foundation
in memory of deceased alumni. This year they expanded
their scope and included classes from all the years that
the school existed, from 1958 to 2009, when it closed to

reopen as Our lady of Guadelupe Academy (OLGA).
Money raised will help keep tuition affordable, since
finances are the premier obstacle for families wanting to
enroll their children.
The benefits to receiving a Catholic education are
infinite, for the individual child and the community on a
whole. I also attended Roselle Catholic High School in
Roselle and must say the twelve years of Catholic
schooling was a life saver. I have a moral compass
embedded in me that I don't think I would have
developed otherwise. I had just too many distractions to
seek out the spiritual guidance that I received routinely.
The future health of our communities depends on the
education of our children. Not every child has to have a
religious based education but we do need a good
percentage of the population rooted in the experience.
Besides talent and ability people need a sense of values
and ethics.
Until there is a voucher or some other system is in
place to assist private schools, OLGA will have to rely on
the collective efforts of the community it serves and the
people who believe in their mission. I'd like to make an
appeal to the Peterstown newspaper audience to join in
the effort to help OLGA prosper. There are many
opportunities to donate with money and services. Call
Principal Joe Caporaso at 908-352-7419 for more
information.

Not for Nothing But..
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Merry Christmas
and a have a
Prosperous New Year
Thanks to all our advertisers and readers.
Joe & Tina Renna
RENNA MEDIA PUBLICATIONS
CLARK MONTHLY 6,500 printed
and mailed to every home
and business in Clark.
KENILWORTH BUSINESS LIFE

3,500 printed and mailed to
every home and business in
Kenilworth.
LIFE IN LINDEN 6,000 are

printed with 4,000 mailed to
businesses and residents and
2,000 papers distributed free
throughout Linden.
OUR TOWN RAHWAY 4,000 are

printed with 1,200 mailed to
every business. 1,800 are
distributed free throughout
Rahway.
SPIRIT OF UNION 5,000 are
printed with 4,000 mailed to
businesses and residents and
1,000 papers distributed free
throughout Union.
AROUND ABOUT PETERSTOWN

10,000 printed Bi-monthly
and distributed free
throughout Union County.
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Catholic

Guilt.

Advertising in
this newspaper
Our readers
make the best
customers for
your business.

Reserve space in the next issue.
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
Don’t miss an issue! Have Around About Peterstown
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for 1 year subscription (6 issues) payable to:
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202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016
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Company__________________________________
Address ___________________________________
_________________________________________
Phone ____________________________________
Email: ____________________________________
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JOE BARBER SHOP’S LAST HAIR CUT
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Joe Spallino remembers his father Giovanni taking
him as a young boy to go see Don Carmelo in his
basement barber shop in the Peterstown section of
Elizabeth, NJ. Joe remembers Carmelo DiMaria as one
of the finest dressed gentlemen of his day, with a sharp
pressed shirt and tie and well groomed hair and an “old
world” fine mustache. Italians would say that he was “un
uomo di respetto e Classe”.
When Don Carmelo passed on, Joe and his dad
continued their grooming with his son Joe DiMaria,
known throughout the neighborhood as “Joe da barber".
Joe has been Spellino’s barber for over forty years.
When Joe Spallino’s son Giovanni was ready for his first
hair cut he took him along to see Joe the Barber. It was

a very sentimental moment for the young dad.
Spallino would kid with Joe and ask “What will I do
when your not around to cut our hair?” Joe would reply
“There is only “ONE” Joe Da Barber and when he's gone
there won’t be no other.”
On December 3, 2011 Spallino stood there in Joe’s
half empty barber shop, his son sitting on a booster seat
in an antique barber chair. He reminisced about all the
jokes he heard and the old memorabilia that hung on the
walls. Photos of Joe with local celebrity Yankee Hall of
Famer Phil Rizzuto, Boxers Rocky Graziano and Mickey
Walker. Spallino felt a little sadness as Joe the barber’s
words were about to ring true.

(above) Giovanni Spallino and his grandfather “Nonno”. The photo
was taken in the Ribera Club Clubhouse in front of a diplay built by
the elder Spallino ro honor St. Joseph on the his name day celebration.

VILLANI BUS COMPANY

(top) Joe Spallino and his son Giovanni
before and after his last haircut from Joe
the Barber.
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Dee Villani President

Buses for all occasions
ECONOMICAL • COMFORTABLE • SAFE

908-862-3333
811 E. Linden Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036
1920-2009 “Serving the Public for 90 Years”

Tels: (908) 354-4444 • (908) 354-0350

JERSEY UNIFORM
Industrial Wear

DiBELLA Financial Group

NEW & USED UNIFORMS
We Do Embroidery & Silkscreening

Bob Barraco, Proprietor

Fax: 908-862-2877
918 South Wood Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036

908-862-7737

L&C

• Tax preparation • Mortgages • Annuities
• Financial Planning

(908) 686-7370
Notary Public • Life/Auto/Home Insurance
Anthony DiBella • Mario DiBella • Joseph DiBella
Thomas DiBella • Frank Locorriere
515 Springfield Road • Kenilworth, NJ 07033

NO APPLICATION FEE!
on your mortgage loans when you mention this ad.

Maintenance Free Aluminum Railings

IRON WORKS
915 East Hazelwood Ave.
Rahway, NJ

732-572-7871
Serving New Jersey &
Staten Island Since 1967
Visit Our Showroom
•
Shop-at-Home Service

Custom Designs and Colors

OLGA EARLYACT CLUB SERVES UP DINNER AND WARMTH
The Elizabeth Rotary Earlyact Club of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Academy, Elizabeth, donated 11 complete
Thanksgiving dinner baskets to St. Joseph's Social
Service Center. The baskets included turkeys, hams, and

5

all the trimmings. Each grade was responsible for
collecting a different food item. The students also
collected 20 blankets which were donated to the
Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless.

(above) OLGA Principal Deacon Joseph Caporaso (center) sorting food donations with students.

HUBIE BROWN VISITS HIS ALMA MATER, ST. MARY’S
In October, Hubie and Claire Brown visited St. Mary
of the Assumption High School. Hubie, Basketball Hall
of Fame inductee, former NBA Coach and current TV
Analyst, is a 1951 graduate of St. Mary’s. During his
visit, Hubie attended the blessing of the statue of St.
Mary on the school grounds and toured the school. He
also had lunch with students and alumni, as well as the
principal, Janet Malko, and other staff members. Hubie
entertained everyone at lunch with his many interesting
stories of his days at St. Mary’s and his career. The
students appreciated Hubie’s encouraging words, as well
as the time he spent with them.
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MILITARY MOMS
FROM ELIZABETH
The G.I. Go Fund Moms are a group of Military
Moms from Elizabeth and surrounding area. The purpose
of the group is to unite the military families in their
struggle to support and appreciate our Troops when
coming home from tours of duty. They are trying to raise
awareness of these heroes that live within our
community. Troops need to be acknowledged in many
ways. When troops return home the transition from war
to reality can be unbearable. They could use support,
mentally and financially.
The group meets once a month from March to
November. They support troops with care packages,
letters, post cards, and personal contact through
Facebook. They constantly encourage and support the
unselfish dedication the troops show to serve and protect
the Nation.
G.I. Go Fund Moms were incorporated and
information can be found on their website
www.gigofun.org.
At their 2011 Red & Blue Dinner Dance the group
honored six very special families who’s troop gave the
ultimate sacrifice. They also appreciated 26 active
soldiers from the city of Elizabeth and surrounding area.
There were over 300 people in attendance and they
received much support from local businesses, like
Hollywood Floors, Michelinos, Tropicana Diner, Joanne’s
Luncheonette, Larry’s Generators and DiCosmo’s Ices, to
name a few.

G.I. Go Fund Moms is looking for military
families from Union and Essex County
to join our team, we can be found on
Facebook or at www.gigofund.org.

SAVE MORE

C E L E B R AT I N G O U R 6 2 N D Y E A R

WITH ONLY

JACOBSON’S

31/2%
SALES TAX

An Elizabeth
Tradition
since 1949
APPLIANCES

DISTRIBUTING COMPANY

BIG SAVINGS
IN OUR
BEDDING
DEPARTMENT

725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth - 354-8533

We Accept: CASH

Open Mon. & Thurs. 10 am 'Til 8 pm; Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10 am 'Til 6pm;

wy[t

Open Saturday 10 am 'Til 5 pm; closed Sunday's

and Personal Checks

•

BEDDING

•

ELECTRONICS

•

AUDIO & VISUAL

Not responsible for typographical errors. Bring us your best deal from any authorized dealer and we will gladly beat their offer on any item we carry.

A PRESENT TO ALL
OUR CUSTOMERS
Season’s Greeting from all of us at Jacobson’s

$25 OFF

GOOD FOR ALL SALE AND
REGULAR PRICED MERCHANDISE
FREE DELIVERY
ONE PER CUSTOMER. CAN NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
MAXIMUM SAVINGS IS $100. MUST PRESENT THIS COUPON. OFFER EXPIRES 2/15/12

DINNER DANCE RECAP
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Submitted by the St. Anthony’s Alumni Memorial Fund Committee
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(above, seated, l-r) Committee members Joe Tedde,
Joanne (Pareso) Megill, Sue (Guida) Jackson.
(standing, l-r) Ray Masters (Mastapeter),
Vicky (Carta) Miller, Jackie Salemi, Anthony Bartone.

On behalf of the St. Anthony’s Alumni Memorial
Fund Committee, we would like to express our sincere
gratitude for the outpouring of love and support we
received for our First Annual Benefit Dinner Dance
honoring Deacon Joseph Caporaso.
After a preliminary accounting of the evening’s
events it has been determined that approximately
$15,000 was raised to help support our school, and more
importantly lifelong friendships and acquaintances have
been renewed and initiated. We hope next year we can
go above and beyond this effort.
Many thanks go out to all alumni, family and friends,
members of the clergy, The City of Elizabeth Officials,
The Elizabeth Board of Education, The OLGA School
Advisory Board, UNICO, and The Elizabeth PBA for

making this event a huge success. We hope we included
everyone that helped make this night possible, but please
forgive us if we forgot to mention anyone.
Remember after all is said and done this committee
was formed to keep Catholic education alive in the City
of Elizabeth and especially at St. Anthony's (Our Lady of
Guadalupe Academy) where our Italian ancestors worked
so hard to build such a beautiful school and church. We
hope we can count on your continued support.
May St. Anthony, Our Lady of Guadalupe, and the
Good Lord above continue to guide us in the coming
years.
We would like to hear from you. Please use this
email: staclass1970@gmail.com if you have any
questions, comments or suggestions. Thank you.

WITH APPRICIATION FORM OLGA
Submitted by Lorraine Cunningham, Chair of the OLGA Advisory Board

(above, l-r) Vicki Carta Miller presenting Principal
Deacon Joe Caporaso a check for $15,000 from the St.
Anthony Alumni Memorial Fund Dinner/Dance that
was held on November 12, 2011.

For those who were not able to attend St. Anthony's
Alumni Dinner honoring Deacon Joe, let me tell you it
was a huge success with over 300 people in attendance
at this well organized event.
Don't know yet how much was raised for the school,
but the spirit was strong and promising. Mayor Chris
Bollwage missed a family wedding to attend and, of
course, Joe Renna was there with his camera.
The Dinner Journal had ads from businesses all
around Elizabeth and beyond. There were 37 large
baskets with gifts donated, in addition to 5 choices in a
Silent Auction, a 50/50 and a Wish List.
Young and old were up there dancing. I sat at the
same table with Brother Jerry, a Salesian and former
teacher at St. Anthony's, who came from Connecticut
to join the celebration. Numerous times, alumni came
up to him to introduce themselves and thanked him for

the education he helped to provide. I could see he was
very moved by their appreciation...as I was just to see it.
In his acceptance speech, Deacon Joe mentioned that
the Middle States Evaluation team was at the school last
week and one of them commented on how happy the
students looked to be there. Well maybe one day, they
too will be dancing and celebrating their experience at
OLGA, brought to them by the added support of St.
Anthony's Alumni.
Those who volunteered their time, talent and
treasure to plan and work on this event are to be highly
commended. Their legacy will continue to bear fruit at
Our Lady of Guadalupe Academy. Perhaps the future
will bring alumni from other former Elizabeth Catholic
schools to come together as well.
We can all be very proud to be part of such a
wonderful team at OLGA.

Richard A. Lewis, DMD
120 Elmora Avenue  Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Complete dental examination & treatment
• Dental cleanings • Fillings • Root canal treatment
• Full and partial removable dentures
• Crowns Fixed • Bridges • Implant restoration
Adults and Children Welcome

Call today 908-352-1558
www.elmoradentistry.com

ELIZABETH CHIROPRACTIC
& REHABILITATION, P.A.
Sokratis G. Dragonas, D.C.
Ernesto J. Marticorena, D.C.
Tel: (908) 355-3358
Fax: (908) 355-6614
560 Newark Ave., Elizabeth, NJ 07208

Best Dental Group
George Umansky, DDS
FAMILY DENTISTRY

Jessie H. Sioco, DDS

Emergencies Seen Same day
• Extractions Root Canal Therapy
(nerve treatment)
• Crowns & Bridges
• Full & Partial Denture
• Implant Dentistry & Restoration
• Most dentures Repaired
the same day
• Cosmetic Bonding, Bleaching
Laminates

“Gentle Care”

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

908-355-8454
www.Bestdentalgroup.com

419 Rahway Avenue
Elizabeth

Mon. .......9-5
Tues. ......10-7
Wed..........9-3

•
•
•
•

State-of-the-Art Equipment
Steam Sterilization

Senior Citizen Courtesy
Tagalog
Se Habla Espanol

(2 blocks from Elmora Ave.
Thurs......10-7 Intersection, next to Wendy’s)
Fri. .........10-7
Sat. ...........9-3

aqy

$

EXAM • F.M.S.
X-RAYS
CLEANING
CONSULTATION
New Patients only

150
Special not valid with insurance.
Regular Price: $300.
Must present this coupon.
Expiration 2/15/12.

Nicolas W. Cicchetti, D.M.D.
Haleh Kossari, D.M.D.
Family Dentistry
Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry
18 East Westfield Ave.
Roselle Park, NJ 07204

FRANK A. PATERNOSTRO. D.M.D.

230 West Jersey Street
Office Hours
Suite 310, Elizabeth, NJ
By Appointment
908-353-2316

DR. NICHOLAS F. PALMIERI
Chiropractic Physician
Chiropractic Care • Sports Medicine Services

(908) 925-0030

DR. DEBRA REICH-SOBEL
Family Practice • New Patients Welcome!

(908) 245-9463

908-486-1444

Fax: (908) 245-0969

1711 North Wood Avenue,
Linden, NJ 07036

cicchettidmd.dentistryonline.com

THE PRIVILEGE OF MAKING A SPEECH
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Joe Renna, Class of ‘74.
I had the privilege of saying a few words at St. Anthony’s
First Annual Alumni Memorial Fund Benefit Dinner Dance.
The committee thought it would be nice since I promoted the
event, and through my newspaper, had a relationship with
many of the folks who attented. I hope I didn’t abuse the
privilege.
The evening was very nostalgic and celebrated the great
times we had at school. It was a party atmosphere with the
entire evening filled with laughs. I took the easy way out to be
funny and made some jokes about nuns. I avoided looking at
the table of nuns and convinced myself they were laughing it
up. But Like Poe’s Tell-Tale Heart, weeks later the guilt it
gnawing at me. I need clap erasures to make things right.

Not for Nothing But..
jokes about nuns are
the

low

hanging

fruit

of

comedy.

(above, l-r) St. Anthony’s Past Principal Sister
Domenica De Peri and Sister Esther
from St. Theresa's in Kenilworth.

A FEW WORDS FROM JOE RENNA
I feel like Father Bosio making morning
announcements. Before I read the list of families that
haven’t paid this month’s tuition; Let me read the list of
students who must report to detention after school.
I think it was easier to call those students who didn’t
deserve detention. We would get detention for little
things like playing pinball at Malta’s during recess,
sneaking a sip of wine in the sacristy, not handing your
envelope in during Sunday mass. The girls used to roll
up the waist band of their skirts to hike the hem of
their dresses up. Sister would come around with the
yard stick and measure the distance form the bottom of
the uniform to the top of the knee. Any more than two
inches was detention worthy or one wack with the yard
stick.
I liked making a choice of punishment. Of course we
chose the yard stick. And I think the nuns were happy
we chose the stick too. They didn’t want us after school
as much as we didn’t want to be there. That goes for the
lay teachers also.
You have to give the lay teachers credit because they

got paid a lot less than the public school teachers. We
knew this because they would tell us every day. But the
compensation was that they got to use the stick. Now
the nuns they didn’t get paid, so they would wack you for
the love of God.
I know its a bad stereotype but how else could they
keep a class of 40 maniacs under control? The nuns had
to be tough. I had to once bring something to convent
and was one of the few kids to ever go inside. And in a
room off the kitchen was a speed bag. I swore I saw Sister
Mary shadow boxing.
Legend had it, maybe John Sacco can confirm this,
but his dad, Mr. Jim, would let Sister Josephine hit the
sides of beef in his walkin freezer in his butcher shop. My
mom would make gravy on Sunday and sometimes I
would grab a beef rib that was cracked and think of
Sister Josphine.
When I was a kid I would flinch every time I would
pass the penguin exhibit at the bronx zoo. Just a few
years ago a movie named March of the Penguins won the
Oscar and after watching it I had nightmares for a week.

What flash backs.
Of course I’m just kidding. The nuns were truly loving
and careing. It is a different day and age now . . . No
hitting allowed. So, of course, the nuns don’t teach any
more. But Our lady of Guadelupe still has to underpay
their lay teachers which is why we are here at this
fundraiser.
I don’t have to tell you the important roll Catholic
schools have in society as a whole. Every one benefits
from Catholic education. So we want to thank the class
of 1970 for starting the foundation. I guess they were the
class who felt the most guilt. Though we are raising
money tonite the foundation will continually be
soliciting funds. So let’s enjoy the night. It’s a little like
the battle of the bands we had in the cafeteria dances.
But that doesn’t mean tonight has to end in a fist fight,
that goes for the boys too.
Sister Martina told me that there will be public
school girls at the dance. Don’t let them corrupt you. So
every one remember to leave room between you and
your partner for the Holy Ghost.

More Than Looks
UNISEX BEAUTY SALON
HAIRCUTS • NAILS • HAIR COLORING • HIGHLIGHTS
PERMANENTS • WAXING • FACIAL • SKIN CARE • PERFURMES

732-636-6677
656 Third Avenue
Elizabeth, NJ 07202

908-352-0558

1256 St. Georges Avenue, Avenel, NJ 07001

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 9:30am - 7pm

Memorial Craftsmen

Since 1865

Family owned and operated.
THOMAS R. DREW, JR.
ALAN G. DREW
732-388-4396
16 INMAN AVE. • COLONIA, NJ 07067-1802

Petruccelli
Funeral Home

WE ERECT PRIVATE FAMILY MAUSOLEUMS

Se Habla Español
Parla Italiano
Fala-Se Portugues

Home for Funerals

Family owned and operated for over 100 years!
Carl C. Corsentino, Manager
Marie E. Belmont Baio
Manager, NJ Lic. No 3866

(Across from St. Gertrude Cemetery)

Monuments • Headstones • Markers
Granite - Bronze
Cemetery Lettering

CORSENTINO

908-352-8167 • 908-352-0299
232 Christine Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

(908) 353-6653
Fax: (908) 353-7340
Free Parking & Delivery

VILLAGE PHARMACY
Formerly Colton’s Pharmacy
All Prescription Plans Gladly Accepted
Naren (Nick) Yasa - Pharmacist

NJ Lic. No. 2548

908-351-9595
620 Second Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

RITA SURGICARE
FULL LINE OF SURGICAL & HEALTHCARE SUPPLIES
• Bath Safety
• Bariatrics
• Wound Care
• Orthopedic Supports
• Nebulizer supplies
• Wheelchairs
• Ambulatory Aids
• Diabetes Centre
• Incontinence Care
• Braces
• Vascular Supports
• Scooters
Hours: Monday to Friday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

TWO LOCATIONS:
ISELIN: 1195 Green St.
LINDEN: 937 S. Wood Ave.
(Across from Iselin Pharmacy)

732-283-1711

851 Elizabeth Ave. (Corner Smith St) Elizabeth, NJ 07201-2755

(908) 862-4444

www.ritasurgicare.net
www.southwoodritarx.com

ST. A’S MEMORIAL DINNER/DANCE PHOT ALBUM
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(above) Class of ‘80 alums Grace LaBrutto, Joanne
(Scicione) gazette, Peggy (Vereaux) DeRose.

(above) Eileen (Sciscione) Feminella, Mary Ellen (Giuliano) Basile (‘65), Sheryl (Giuliano) Feller (‘69),
Margo (Spirito) (‘69), Karen (Sciscione) Finne (‘69), Joanne (Pareso) Megill (‘70).

(above, standing, l-r) Class of ‘74 alums Anmarie
DeSanto, Manny Fortunato and Patti Dagro.
(seated) Larry Higgins.

(above, seated, l-r) Class of ‘75 alums Teresa Miceli (above, l-r) Class of ‘79 alums Tom Renna, Gina (Triola) Zagar,
Anthony Colletti (‘78), Rose (Pugliese) Cruz, Donna (Mercado)
and Maria Territo. (standing, l-r) Grace Carta,
Nugent, Ileana (Chappotin) Booker, Jackie (Melchione) Nitti,
Phil Renna, and Maria Ragusa (‘71).
Billy Melillo, Michele (Migliaccio) Miller.

BELLA
GINA’S
ITALIAN DELI
Where you are treated like family
Gina And Anthony Garofalo

Catering • Café
908-925-6868
Fax 908-925-5736
BLOCKBUSTER PLAZA

1025 W. St. Georges Ave. • Linden, NJ
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(left, l-r) Class of ‘65
Lorraine (Renna) Kelly
with her Benedictine
Academy H.S. ‘69
classmate Sr. Roberta
McDonald and her St.
A’s and B.A classmate
Celeste Pike.
(above) Tom Panteleo (‘78), Rick LaPolla (‘72),
Helen Cullen (‘69) and Vince Feminella.

(above) John Sacco (‘64), Joe
Sacco (‘70), Lou LaBrutto.

(above) Rocco DiPaoula (‘74),
Sr. Marrisa DeRose (‘77) and Joe DiPaola (‘74)

(above) St. Anthony Church
Pastor Fr. Tom Provenzano with
Br. Jerry Harasym who celebrated
his 75th birthday at the event.

(left, l-r) Anthony Bartone (‘70) Anthony Scicione (‘72), Frank Malta (‘62)
Pete Renna with son Nick Renna (‘72) and Danny Derose (‘66).
Special thanks go to the organizing committee Class of 1970:
Denise (Steele) Konca
Ray Masters (Mastapeter) Carolyn DeRose
Vicky (Carta) Miller
Nick Marich
Sue (Guida) Jackson
Pat Mele
Jackie Salemi
Mike LaPolla
Joanne (Pareso) Megill Cindy (Bryant) Erickson
Giuseppe “Joe” Tedde
Nancy Renna
Anthony Bartone
and many more.

(above) Current teaching staff of Our Lady of Guadalupe Academy.

Photos fo this and other events can be found
online at PeterstownNj.com and on Joe
Renna’s Facebook site.
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908.486.6110
Open 7 days – Lunch & Dinner • Lunch
Specials and Happy Hour
Outdoor dining on patio
2048 E. Saint Georges Avenue • Linden, NJ 07036
Fax: 908.486.6112
Catering Available For Any Occasion
Private room with a view!
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Servin

Open Christmas Eve
& New Year’s Eve
Call for
reservations.
Parties &
Catering
Available
BYOB
(908) 497-1990
10 South Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016
CranfordBistro.com

LA CAMPAGNOLA DELIVERS WORLD CLASS CUISINE
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Recipes
Submitted by Michelino Vastola from La
Campagnola Restaurant, Kenilworth, NJ

Chicken La
Campagnola
INGREDIENTS:
2 Chicken Breasts
(split and pounded)
Oil
Flour
3 Eggs
3 Tbsp Parmesan Cheese
2 cups of Bread Crumbs
8 leaves of Sage

8 spears of Asparagus
(blanched)
4 slices of nice mozzarella
Some Roasted Peppers
1 Cup of Heavy Cream
1 / 2 Cup of White Wine
1 / 2 cup of Onions (diced)
Worcestershire Sauce
Salt and Pepper to taste

PREPARATION:
1) Coat Chicken Breasts with Flour, then Eggs, then
with Bread Crumbs and Parmesan Cheese mixture.
2) Pan fry Chicken in oil on both sides and remove
excess oil
3) Throw in Onions, then add the Sage
4) Cook until Onions are golden
5) Bless with White Wine, then add Worcestershire
Sauce followed by the Heavy Cream
6) Add Salt and Pepper to taste
7) Top Chicken with Asparagus,
Roasted Peppers and Mozzarella
8) Put in oven until Mozzarella melts
9) Plate and serve 2 people

La Campagnola's chef Michelino Vastola is a bit
modest so it took some coaxing from the owner Angelo
Gencareli for him to share details of his background with
lunch guests from the local Chamber of Commerce. His
impressive career included cooking for Pope John Paul II
and President Clinton. Two items that would top any
resume but was offered casually by Michelino.
Michelino was born in Salerno Italy and grew up in
Rome. He attended middle school on the Vatican
property and went to culinary school after graduation.
When he returned on a visit to his old school the timing
was such that Michelino was available when plans were
being made for a dinner for the Pope. Michelino rose to
the occasion.
His culinary school was located in Monte Cassino.
The timing was right again for Michelino to get a call to
cook for the G8 Summit which was being held in town.
He got to cook for the President of the United States
and other world leaders.
In 2000 Michelino immigrated to the United States,
at first living in New York City for five years before

moving to the Peterstown section of Elizabeth, NJ, an
enclave of Italian Americans.
Michelino stepped in as head chef of La Campagnola
in November 2011. The restaurant, located at 520 South
31st Street in Kenilworth, NJ, was opened just seven
months ago. The addition of Michelino will assist
Angelo in offering a unique fine dining experience.
The menu is a superb mix of specialties from
Michelino's experiences in Italy and America. For
instance, he has introduced pasta with pistachios to the
menu. He learned to cook pistachio dishes from
associates who attended a culinary school located in
Nelson's Castle in Sicily, a region flush with pistachio
farms. The school developed a portfolio of recipes using
the local product. Michelino imports the pistachios he
uses from that region.
La Campagnola is highly recommended by their
cliental. Its ever changing special menu is a draw in
itself. The restaurant has a full bar and will have live
entertainment on Thursday evenings starting in January
2012.

Pasta with Pistachios
INGREDIENTS:
Onions (diced)
Pancetta (diced)
Butter
Heavy Cream
Green Pistachios (pureed)

Green Pistachios
(toasted and crumbled)
Parmesan Cheese
Cognac
Salt and pepper to taste

PREPARATION:
1) Fry Onions and Pancetta
blend in butter
2) Flame with Cognac
3) Add Heavy Cream
4) Add Puree
5) Add Salt and Pepper to taste
6) Cook Pasta (Penne suggested)
7) Add Paste to the Sauce
and toss over fire
8) Sprinkle in Parmesan Cheese generously
9) Dish out and toss Crumbled Pistachios on top
(908) 272-3290
Fax (908) 272 5313

(above, l-r) Staff of la Campagnola Restuarant, Head Chef Mechelino Vastola, Sous Chef Dario Cifuentes,
Server Captain Angelo Ianeoli, Hostess Jessica Gencareli, Server German Torres, owner Angelo Gencareli.

DiCosmos’
Italian Delicacies

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Open Daily From
Mon Thru Fri: 7 am to 6 pm
Sat: 7:30 am to 4:30 pm
Sun: 8 am to 1:30 pm

- Eat in / Take out - Hot & Cold Catering - Salad Bar - Daily Hot Specials - Sandwich Platters -

41 ALDEN ST. • CRANFORD, NJ 07016

Open year round serving breakfast, lunch and dinner

“Over 75 years of service”
OPEN DAILY:
Mon-Fri: 9:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Sat: 9:00 AM-.6:00 PM
Sun: 9:00 AM-.3:00 PM

Hot & Cold Subs
Mozzarella Made Fresh Daily
Famous Focaccia Bread Sandwiches
CLARKTON SHOPPING CENTER
1073 RARITAN ROAD, CLARK, N.J.

MAGIC FOUNTAIN ICE CREAM & GRILL

ITALIAN DELI
& CATERING

Garry DiCosmo
Proprietor

(732) 669-0388
Fax: (732) 669-0391

FREE DELIVERY
DAILY SPECIALS

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE FOR
Call Ahead for Speedy Pick-Up
CATERING AVAILABLE MENU AND DAILY
300 Williamson Street,
SPECIALS
Elizabeth NJ

(908) 351-3133

MAGICFOUNTAINGRILL.COM

SERVING PIZZA, BURITOS, ICE CREAM & MORE

OPEN 24 HOURS - 7 DAYS
Call Ahead for
Curb Side Pick-Up and
Don’t Leave Your Car!
“an Italian Restaurant”
520 South 31st Street
Kenilworth, NJ
908.241.9200
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Follow us on Face book:
Mon -Thur: 11-10 Fri: 11-11
Facebook.com/lacampagnolanj
Sat: 4 - 11 Sun: 3 - 9

HAPPY HOUR Mon - Fri: 4-6pm.
Daily specials • Full service bar
Catering on and off premises
Outdoor Patio Seating
Private Parking Lot

CHRISTMAS EVE
- Too many fish dishes to list NEW YEAR’S EVE
- Live Entertainment -

Diner • Bakery

545 Morris Avenue Elizabeth, NJ
Tel: 908-351-7775
Fax: 908-351-1169
Visit Us on the Web At: www.tropicanadiner.com
or Look for us on Facebook

Seasonal
Gourmet Specials

• DAILY SPECIALS
• ETHNIC LATINO DISHES
• SEASONAL GOURMET
BREAKFAST MENU

HALLOWEEN PARTY - THURSDAY OCTOBER 27th 4pm - 7pm
Kids under 12 in Costume Eat for Free. Wear a costume to enter FREE raffle!
Every kid in a costume wins a prize! Top prize of $25 gift certificate.
Up to 2 FREE kids meals for every adult entree purchased!

Chipotle Chicken
Sandwich

10% OFF ENTIRE CHECK
With coupon. Expiration date 2/15/12.

NEWEST CHAMBER MEMBER

11

Owner of La Campagnola, Angelo Gencareli,
recently showcased his new menu including the chef’s
special Pasta with pistachios for Kenilworth Chamber
Chairperson Isabel Coronel of Access Self Storage, La
Campagnola is the Chamber’s newest member. The
Chamber is an affiliate of the Gateway Regional
Chamber of Commerce, the largest business association
in the New York Metropolitan Area with about 1,500
members. For additional event information
call the Chamber at 908-352-0900
or visit their website at www.gatewaychamber.com

Dec 11

(right, l-r) Owner of La Campagnola Angelo Gencareli,
Gateway Chamber Vice President Kate Conroy, Pam
Baur and Isabel Coronel of Access Self Storage, and
Kenilworth Library Director Dale Spindel.
Owned and operated
by the Savarese family
since 1987

(908) 351-4060
Ample Parking

TORNA A. SORRENTO
RISTORANTE

Cocktails - Lunch - Dinner
   
AS SEEN IN THE NEW YORK TIMES!

54 Westfield Ave. • Elizabeth, NJ 07208

City Tavern and Restaurant
“A casual place with exquisite food.”
Mediterranean & Mexican Cuisine
Check website for special menus:
www.tequilasgrill.org
Catering for all occasions
908.965.1002
Private parking available Fax: 908-965-1003
Accepting reservations for Thanksgiving.

824 Pearl Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07208

NEW

The
Restaurant
with the
Family
Atmosphere

The house of the Parrillada del Patrõn and the Meat Entraña.

Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner.
Weekdays: 11 am to 2 am, Weekends: 11 am to 3 am

(908) 353-7113
1109 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

PRIVATE PARTIES

qau t

(908) 241-1335
61 West Westfield Ave.
Roselle Park, NJ 07204

Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner
Specials
Open Thanksgiving

908-756-4745
www.cafegallos.com
1153 Inman Avenue • Edison, NJ 08820
Authentic Italian Cuisine. Serving... Italian Specialities
including Fresh Seafood, Steaks, Pastas, etc.
Specializing In Family Style Portions
Open Christmas Eve til 8 pm
Open New Year’s Eve All Day
Open New Year’s Day at 3 pm
Reserve Your Holiday Parties Now!
On & off Premise Catering...
Customized to fit your personal needs.
Party Room available up to 70 people!
Reserve NOW for New Year’s Eve!
OPEN 7 DAYS - Mon. - Thurs. 11:30 am to 10 pm
Fri. Sat. 11:30 am - 11 pm Sun. 12 noon - 9 pm

WE DELIVER
Min. $10

q a u t Corporate accounts welcome.

B.Y.O.B.

EVERY DAY IS SPECIAL
Fine Food • Cocktails • Salad Bar

Follow us on

LIVE MUSIC FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
Hours of operation:
Happy hour 3-6
Wed 3-2, Thurs 3-2 Fri 11:30-2, Sat 3-2, Sun 1-9

2258 Morris Avenue
Union New Jersey 07083
908-349-8411
www.The RedCadillacNJ.com

Café
Gallo
Pizzeria & Restaurant
(Pleanty of Parking located in the North Side Plaza)

Take-Out Orders Welcomed
Phone Ahead for Quick Pick-Up
or Free Deliveries

BOOKING HOLIDAY
OFFICE PARTY’S
& NEW YEARS EVE NOW

Monday: Early Bird from 4pm-6pm
Tuesday: Pasta Night
Wednesday: Kids Night from 5pm-9pm
Thursday: Prime Rib w/ Soup & Salad Bar
Friday: Barbecue - Smoked Ribs/Pork/Chicken
$2 Pints of Draft Beers
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY
3 PM - 5 PM
1/2 OFF ALL APPETISERS
$2 PINTS OF DRAFT BEERS
$4 HOUSE MIXED DRINKS

(732) 382-7755

Fax: (732) 382-3905

1030 Raritan Road • Clark, NJ 07066

956 St. Georges Ave. • Rahway, NJ
Tel: (732) 381-4477 • Fax: (732) 381-4737

www.valentinasrestaurant.com
NEW YEAR’S EVE
CHRISTMAS EVE
SPECIAL BUFFET
SPECIAL BUFFET
Shrimp Francaise
Sole Filet Francaise
Mussels Red Sauce
Mussels White Sauce
Veal Marsala
Chicken Parm
Zuppa Di Clams Red
Zuppa Di Clams White
Penne in Vodka Sauce
Cavatelli and Broccoli
Baby Back Ribs
Potato Croquettes
Salad, Soup, Bread & Butter

London Broil
Baby Back Ribs
Cajun Tilapia
Valentina’s Seafood Combo
Eggplant Rollantini
Veal Parm
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala
Tortellini Alfredo
Penne a La Vodka
Mixed Vegetables
Potato Croquettes
Salad, Soup, Bread & Butter

$2289 per person - Complementary Sangria
2:00 pm – 10:00 pm

RSVP Suggested

Parking In Rear

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS
OF MARRIAGE TO THE GIRL NEXT DOOR
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(above) Carmela and
Charles Tavormina on
thier wedding day,
November 26, 1961.
and (right)
Celebrating their
50th anniversary.

Pinho’s
Bakery
1027 Chestnut Street • Roselle, NJ

908-245-4388
Tuesday - Saturday 5am - 7pm
Sunday 5am - 6pm

Charles and Carmela Tavormina celebrated their
fiftieth wedding anniversary renewing the vows they
took on November 26, 1961. Looking back over her life
Carmela Davenia wonders how much divine
intervention played a roll in her finding her life-long
partner. She was Charlie’s next door neighbor but there
were a lot of things that happened resulting in her
meeting Charlie.
In times of turmoil people must react to extreme
circumstances and that was the case for Carmela growing
up in Sicily during World War II. Carmela’s family were
living in the town of Ribera which was heavily bombed
during the war. The area was devastated and food and
water were hard to come by. America offered an
opportunity for a better life but the process to immigrate
was challenging.
The United Stated had a program that relocated
orphaned children, of which there were many, to
America. The other immigrants had to wait for approval
before they could make the move. The system for doing
so was taking years to establish, both governments not
coming to terms.
Carmela’s Grandmother’s brother, Joe Davenia, and
his wife Anna were already in America, having moved
from Ribera to 33 Spencer Street in the Peterstown
section of Elizabeth, NJ. Peterstown was a haven for
Italian immigrants since the turn of the century
including many Rivilisi. In 1946 Joe and Anna received
a photo from his sister of the family and they were
inexplicably drawn to the image of 4 year old Carmela.
Joe and Anna offered to adopt Carmela and once
established in the States she would be able send for the
rest of the family. Policies in place at the time would not
allow for the adoption but it didn’t stop Joe and Anna
from trying. It took seven years before any headway was
made. It wasn’t through divine intervention, but through
political connections. Joe and Anna’s neighbor was
Carmine Bellino who was a Washington insider, an FBI
investigator who became a close advisor to John and
Robert Kennedy. Bellino looked into the case and even
traveled to Ribera to see what glitches had to be worked
out to expedite the adoption. He was successful and in
1953 Carmela came to live with her new adoptive
parents. Her family though could not make the trip.
Carmela attended Battin High School, an all girls
public school and when it time for her to ask a date to
the class of 1960 senior prom she asked her neighbor
Charlie Tavormina who lived at 37 Spencer Street. His
family was also from Ribera. Charlie was two years older
than Carmela and graduated Thomas Jefferson High
School the all boys public school.
There was a romance blooming between the two,
Charlie was the person who taught Carmela how to
drive. They dated which meant going out once a week
on Saturday night and being home by a curfew. A big

treat was to be allowed to go to Stewarts on Elmora
Avenue during the week and have a California Burger
and Root beer.
Charlie joined the Army reserve following his
graduation and served at Fort Dix, New Jersey. All was
going along smoothly and Charlie proposed to Carmela
but not officially. It wouldn’t be official until Charlie’s
father flew from Ribera to ask the blessing of Carmela’s
father. Plans were finalized for their November wedding.
In June of 1961 the Cold War with the U.S.S.R
heightened with the Berlin Crisis. There was a good
chance that Charlie would be called to active duty and
sent to Germany. The assignment would probably last
into the following year. This meant he would miss his
wedding. The couple was frantic and growing more
anxious as the date approached.
Since Carmela first met Carmine Bellino in Ribera
she became his protégé. She reached out to him once
more and described her dilemma. She thought for sure he
could help her. It was October 1 and Charlie had to
report to Fort Dix full time waiting for his deployment
orders, orders that would never come. The crisis
culminated in November resulting in East Germany
erecting the Berlin Wall. Charles was still in full time
service but was able to get a nine day leave for his
wedding and honeymoon.
Carmela and Charlie got married in St. Anthony’s
Church and had their reception at Twin City located on
the Bayway Circle in Elizabeth. Charlie finished his
commitment in the service in August of the following
year and took over the family business, County Plumbing
and Heating Company. Carmela also worked in the
business. They had three children Phil, Jennie and
Joseph. Phil and his wife Denise took over the business
after Carmela and Charlie retired in 1996.
Phil and Denise have two children Charles, and
Gianna. Jennie and her husband, Edzio Tamburello, have
three children, Julia, Liborio and Charlie Boy.
Carmela’s biological parents never made the move to
America. Over time Ribera recovered from the damage
the war caused and they stayed put. Her father died
young but Carmela was able to visit her mother, sister,
three brothers and her nieces and nephews six times
through the years. Her mom passed away in 1975.
Over two hundred people celebrated the couple’s 50th
anniversary at the Venetian Catering Hall in Garfield,
NJ. Fr. Tom Provenzano, Pastor, and Deacon Joe
Caporaso of St. Anthony’s Church presided over the
renewal of vows ceremony.
Through all the strife Carmela always counted her
blessings. She and Charlie had a beautiful life together.
She said the help that allowed them to be together was
nothing short of miraculous. They could not control the
world events but they did have faith to pull through, be
it in Carmine Bellino or an even higher power..

TOMMY’S PIZZA
& RESTAURANT
Tony Paternostro
WE DELIVER
1063 Fairmount Ave.
Elizabeth, NJ 07201

908-289-2277

Fax: 908-289-4883

“A real brick oven produces a fabulous crust”
Since 1918

check us out at merchantcircle.com, keyword: Santillo’s

908-354-1887
WE DELIVER
639 So. Broad St. • Elizabeth, NJ
Al & Lorraine Santillo, Proprietors
State-wide winner Inside Jersey Magazine, Aug. 2011
Critc’s Choice: Best Pizza New Jersey Monthly, Aug. 2010/2011

Copies of
AROUND ABOUT
PETERSTOWN
Always Available
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(above, left) Bride and groom with Carmela’s parents Joe and Anna Davenia.
(above, right) With Charlie’s parents Phil and Jennnie Tavormina
(above) Battin High School 1960 prom photo of
Charlie Tavormina and Carmela Davenia

(above, l-r) Carmela and Charles Tavormina wedding party on the steps of St. Anthony’s Church.
Donna Bellino, Claudette Martinelli, Ninfa Orlando, Nancy Orlando, Connie Tavormina, Carmela and Charles,
Joe Barraco, Mike Caporaso, Tom Buckley, Joe Ferrara and Louie Formato. Ring bearer is Joey Palminteri.

(above) Carmela and Charlie’s grandchildren,
(standing, l-r) Charlie Boy, Liborio and Charles.
(seated, l-r) Gianna and Julia.

Happy Holidays!
As a proud resident of Peterstown, it has been my pleasure to have serviced the community’s car
and truck buying needs. Together with Richard Lucas of Richard Lucas Chevrolet & Subaru,
we have been satisfying area residents for many years. With the excellent reputation
of the Lucas family, we promise to keep you a very satisfied customer for many years to come.
Thank you,
Angelo Strazzella

RICHARD LUCAS
CHEVROLET SUBARU
800-928-4711
1077 US - 1 • Avenel, NJ 07001

A BIRTHDAY TRIBUTE TO OUR MOM “DOLLY” CHICHELE
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Submitted by Pat Mirabella, Diane Petrozziello & Jim Chichele
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(above) Antoinette “Dolly” Araneo Chichele.

Antoinette “Dolly” Araneo Chichele was born on
October 5, 1925. She was raised in the North End
section of Elizabeth, NJ and celebrated her 86th birthday
at the Clark Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, in
Clark, NJ, where she has been residing since December
2009. Her children Patricia, Diane and Jimmy want to
share insight into her life and what makes her so special.
Dolly was part of the Araneo clan that expanded in
many directions. Her dad was one of four brothers who
migrated from Pescopagano, Italy to Augusta Street in
Elizabeth. Her dad Peter Araneo and mom Frances (nee
Demarco) owned Araneo’s Tavern (now Terminal One)
and the Sunoco Gas Station. The businesses were
located on the corner of Augusta and Spring Streets
(now part of routes 1 & 9). The family lived on August
Street until Frances passed away in 1972. Peter had
passed ten years earlier in 1962.
Peter and Frances raised five children, Mary, Angelia,
Antoinette “Dolly”, John and the youngest Ann. John
was in the military during World War II and so when his
dad needed help with his gas station he had to turn to
one of his daughters for help. Dolly who was still in high
school was recruited to help in the family business. She
was very resentful and embarrassed at the time, she was
very young and it was an easy target for ridicule at
school. Dolly persevered though and did what she had to
in order to help her family. This strength in character is
what her children admire in her the most. Dolly’s choice
to do the right thing was tough on many levels. The
personal challenge was compounded by the physical one.

Female gas attendants were unheard of at the time. She
probably was among the first ladies to ever pump gas in
the Garden State.
Dolly may have been resentful at the time, but she
mastered the skills needed to maintain the cars. She
could check oil, tire pressure, car batteries, and other
fluids. It was a skill she taught her three children. No
daughter of her’s was going to be stranded because of a
flat tire. Her husband Rocco “Chick” Chichele took over
the business after her dad. He passed from a massive
heart attack on August 13, 1981 at 56 years old. It was
tragic time for her, a widow at 55. Her siblings John,
Mary Nahaczewski, and Angelia Bobertz have also passed
away.
Going forward she dedicated herself to her children,
grandchildren and many nieces and nephews. She
showed how tough she is by battling physical challenges
and recuperating in fine form. At 80 years of age she
suffered a stroke which affected her speech. Then at 84
she had a heart attack, had stents inserted in addition to
vascular surgery, surviving both surgeries spiritedly.
Three months later she fell and broke her hip. The
normal survival rate at 84 was not good but Dolly
rehabilitated and is doing wonderfully.
Her children give much credit for her quality of life to
the care that she is receiving from her doctors and staff
at the Clark Nursing Facility and more so to the love
that surrounds her from her family.
All were on hand including her sister Ann Todd to
celebrate her 86th birthday.

(left, l-r) Araneo sisters Angie , Dolly, Mary
and Ann in Communion Dress.

CLEVELAND AUTO & TIRE
Tel: (908) 352-6355

Fax: (908) 351-2753

Third Avenue & Loomis Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07206
J. DeSalvo

(above, l-r) Antoinette “Dolly” Chichele is seated in front of her family at the August 20, 2010 wedding of her
granddaughter, Frank Mirabella, Jr. and girlfriend Lisa Villaggio, Lisa Mirabella, Diane’s fiance Fred Winter,
Pat Mirabella, Diane Petrozziello, Diane’s daughter Christina and Chris Bitette, Jim Chichele,
Frank Mirabella, Sr. and Carolann Petrozziello.

MOTORS
www.bluestreakmotors.com

Specializing in late model cars
with low mileage
CARS/VANS/SUV’S
14 Elmora Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

(908) 965-1800
Fax: (908) 965-1804

bob & richies

SUNOCO

PROFESSIONAL AUTO SERVICE
675 Newark Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ
Inspection / Emission Repair Facility

WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT
Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up
24 HR Service

Late Model Foreign &
American New & Used
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission
• Auto Glass • Computers
• Tail Lights • Doors
• Fenders • AC Compressors

908-289-9797 • 908-355-4641

732-381-2646

American owned and operated

Night Towing 732-486-1633

10% OFF LABOR BILL

1 Dudley Court & Route 1 South

with this ad

Across from Sansone Auto Mall.
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ANTOINETTE DICOSMO MICHAEL F. NIGRO SR. PASSES AT 88
Antoinette DiCosmo (nee Cardone) was born in
Elizabeth, N.J., and lived there before moving to Clark
32 years ago. She passed away on Saturday, December 10,
2011 at the age of 86 surrounded by her family.
Antoinette was a member of the Ladies Vallatese
Club of Peterstown and the Cameo Social Club. She was
the matriarch of the family business, DiCosmo Italian
Deli originally in Elizabeth before moving to Linden and
then to its present location on Raritan Road in Clark.
She enjoyed cooking and socializing with her
customers. Prior to helping the family business, she was
employed as an assembler at Singer Manufacturing of
Elizabeth.
Her husband Michael DiCosmo Sr., had previously
passed. She was a devoted mother to Garry of Scotch
Plains, N.J., Anthony and his wife, Linda, of Clark, and
the late Michael A. DiCosmo Jr. She was the cherished
grandmother of Garry, Erica, Rocco, Marissa, Nikki
Anne and Michael A. III. She was predeceased by her
brothers, Pasquale and Frank Cardone, and her sister,
Lucy Angelone. Mrs. DiCosmo is survived by her sistersin-law, Rose Cardone, Phyllis Lobrace and Claire
DiCosmo, and many nieces and nephews.

Michael F. Nigro Sr. of Cranford, N.J., formerly of
Edison, N.J., and Elizabeth, N.J., passed away on
Monday, November 21, 2011 at the age of 88.
Mike lived in Edison from 1965 to 2004, before
moving to Cranford. He was employed by the Middlesex
County College as a career placement specialist for 15
years, retiring in 2005. Previously, he was the owner of
the General Welding Supply Co. in Edison, and before
that he worked in the sales and marketing department of
the Airco Welding Products Co. in Murray Hill, N.J.
Michael was an Army veteran of World War II from
1943 to 1946, and served in Panama as a welder. He was
an over 50-year member of the Westfield YMCA, where
he was an avid handball player. Michael was a former
lector and Eucharistic minister at St. Helena's Church
in Edison, and a member of the Vallatese Society in
Elizabeth, and the United Way, and Local 486,
Elizabeth.
Michael was predeceased by his wife Margaret
"Midge" (Pfund) Nigro who he was lovingly devoted to.
He was the loving father of Irene Mitta and her
husband, Morad, Michael F. Jr. and his wife, Lisa, Joseph
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and his wife, Pamela, and Mary Abitanto and her
husband, Peter; dearest brother of Joseph Nigro, Nancy
Gersick, and the late Mary DeLorenzo and Millie Renna,
and dearest grandfather of Soraya, Matthew, David,
Ryan, Megan, Michael, Brian, Daniel, Maggie, Sydney,
and Jack.

(above) Mike Nigro and his siblings, Millie Renna,
Mary Delorenzo, Nancy Gersick and Joe.

MARIA COLLETTI (NEE MIRABILE), 79

(above) Antoinette DiCosmo
and her sons Gary, Anthony and Michael.

CANDELINO
KITCHENS
• Carpentry • Marble
• Granite
• Ceramic Tile

908-353-6094
candelinokitchens.com
664 Summer St. • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Maria Colletti (nee Mirabile), 79, of Elizabeth, N.J.,
passed away on Monday, December 12, 2011. She was
born in Ribera, Italy, and came to the United States in
1961 settling in the Peterstown section of Elizabeth, NJ.
She was a homemaker who loved cooking for and
spending time with her family. She treasured her
grandchildren just as much as they treasured her. A
devoted and loving wife, mother, grandmother and
sister, she is survived by her husband, Gaetano Colletti;

• Carpet • Hardwood • Vinyl • Ceramic • Resilient •
Over 13 years
of experience

HOLLYWOOD
CARPET AND FLOORING

sons, Antonino "Chris" and his wife, Gisela Colletti, and
Michael Colletti; daughter-in-law, Linda Colletti; her
grandchildren, Justin and his wife, Cristina Colletti,
Michael Colletti and Michael Colletti Jr.; a sister,
Francesca D'Anna, and brothers, Calogero and his wife,
Louisa Mirabile, and Salvatore and his wife, Enza
Mirabile. Maria was predeceased by her son, Giuseppe
Colletti; her sister, Paola D'Anna, and brother, Guiseppe
Mirabile.

(908) 296-1353
(908) 469-5783

Residential • Commercial
Warehouse Prices • All Major Brands

FREE Estimates
Free Delivery In Elizabeth Area
10% Discount with this ad.
We speak English, Italian and Spanish.
Fully insured

908-353-3500
631 Fourth Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Fax: 908-353-3505

Kathleen Gwaldis
25 Years of Experience

cell: (908)

330 Christine St. Elizabeth, NJ 07202 ALL SIZES
www.linobedding.com
LOW PRICES
linobedding@yahoo.com
qty]

Josheila Construction
ROOFING & SIDING

400-8409

Realtor Associate - Weichert President’s Club
185 Elm Street, Westfield NJ, 07090
Office: (908) 654-6560, x 162

AMERICAN
Plumbing & Heating
Supply Company
(908) 354-2288

fax: (908) 354-4901

461 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ 07206

www.apsplumbing.com

CHIUSANO

Plumbing & Heating
VIDEO PIPE INSPECTIONS

VINYL
SIDING
SHUTTERS

Cell 908-337-2444
656 Third Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Fax. 908-344-6004

“SAVE UP TO 20% ON YOUR ELECTRIC BILLS”
WWW.VIRIDIAN.COM/TOMASSOENERGY
Family owned business Since 1946.

(732) 750-3131
Fax (732) 750-3555
Family Owned & Operated
State Lic. # 4117 • State Lic. # 8456

CARTING, INC.

908-355-8815

Free Estimates

199 Main Street, Woodbridge, NJ 07095

GALLUZZO BROS.
Starters, Generators & Alternators
Truck, Bus, Domestic & All Foreign Cars
Luigi Marciante - Owner Operator
245 Elizabeth Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07206

ATTIC
FANS

SHINGLES

Elizabeth Real Estate Specialist

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS

FREE
DELIVERY
• Recliners
• Bunk beds
• Dinette sets
• Living rooms
• Futons

One Call Hauls It All
1-40 Yard
Containers

(908) 518-7847
Fax: (908) 518-1714
galluzzobrothers@aol.com

Owned and Operated by
Anthony & Joe Galluzzo

HOME HEATING OIL
We Offer Peace of Mind, Comfort, Service and Value.
• Emergency Boiler and furnace Installations.
• Oil Tank Removal
• Installation and Testing
• Oil Tank Property search • Home Energy Audits

Up to $3,000.00 Rebate on
Heating / Air conditioning Replacement
$3,500.00 Oil Tank grants!
TomassoBrosEnergy.com

908-351-0313
Serving Union and Middlesex Counties for over 50 years
and enjoys a reputation for integrity and reliability.

16
Dec 11

Open 7 days

FREE UP YOUR DAY!!!
Drive in for a fast, friendly oil change, drop off your
Laundry & Dry Cleaning and get a quality hand car wash
All in less than 30 minutes.

908-353-4178
908-353-0418
1068-80 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

