
Sal Coppa made a full-time commitment to community service. Over the years he
volunteered for numerous organizations and helped countless causes. His  

generosity and dedication to the Peterstown community and the City of Elizabeth
is unmeasurable. Now, he is the one in need and the community is responding.

Sal Coppa never asked for anything in return and never took credit for
all the good that he did. He was never in the lime light. Most people
outside the neighborhood, even those that he has helped, don’t know who
he is or what he looks like. Sal is a low-key individual, quiet and
unassuming. His demeanor was one of patience, and measured control.
Tense situations do not fluster him. He faces challenges head on and
works toward solutions. Many of those challenges were centered on how
to help others. This is why it was so shocking to everyone who knew Sal
when he suffered a major heart attack at the age of 51.

It happened on the steps of Elizabeth City Hall. The occasion was the
raising of the Italian flag commemorating Columbus Day on October 9,
2013, and Sal had just stepped away from the podium after speaking when
he fell.

Luckily Sal was surrounded by friends who came quickly to his aid.
Steve Rinaldi fetched a public defibrillator from the City Hall lobby and
it is attributed with keeping Sal alive until the ambulance arrived. EMT
workers said that he red-lined twice while on the steps, meaning he had
no pulse. Sal was rushed to Trinitas Hospital, just a few blocks away. News
spread of Sal’s condition and soon the Hospital lobby was filled with
friends and neighbors. Sal’s wife Cindy got the call and nervously drove to
the hospital from Madison, NJ, about an hour away. She was thinking the worst and praying it wasn’t.

One could imagine her shock when she was greeted at the door of the hospital by not only her friends and neighbors but hospital personnel
from department heads to the president. You see, Sal touched so many lives with his charity that there was a great desire to give back.

Sal spent weeks in ICU. Infections complicated an already tense situation. A tooth that he swallowed caused an infection and had to be
extracted from his lung. Other infections ensued. Sal was not responding. The outlook was bleak and not many people thought that Sal was
going to survive. They hinted to Cindy to not get her hopes up. That advice, though, was ignored. If nothing else, Sal and Cindy had faith and
they had many people who loved them. A virtual army of people began praying for Sal day and night. Cindy spent a month at his bedside
while visitors relayed updates of Sal’s condition to waiting friends on Facebook. The news that Sal moved a finger resulted in great joy to many.

And so it was, minute by minute, day by day, another hint of progress was reported. There was a day when his doctor entered the room and
Sal looked at him and asked “What’s up?” Cindy said the doctor almost fell back like a prat fall in a slap stick comedy. From that point on more
people were believing that Sal’s recovery was possible, not just the faithful. This put the praying into overdrive, even one of the doctors told
Cindy that he was praying for Sal every day.

Sal went back and forth between floors in the hospital spending time in different departments depending on what the most urgent need
was, surgery, transfusions, ICU, etc.  

Over a month has passed and Sal is now in a regular hospital room. He has a
caregiver present so Cindy was able to return back to work. Cindy owns and
operates a landscaping design business. This allowed Sal to spend most of his day
volunteering. The only problem was that Cindy’s business could only afford to
cover her with health and disability insurance. Sal was not covered.

The ordeal has taken a toll on the Coppa family and it is nowhere near being
over. This has led to all those organizations and people that Sal helped wanting to
give back. A fundraiser is planned for Saturday, February 8, 2014, to be held in the
cafeteria of Our Lady of Guadeloupe Academy on the grounds of St. Anthony’s
Church. The event is being sponsored by The Sons of Peterstown, Elizabeth
Chapter of UNICO National, The Elizabeth PBA Local #4, The Elizabeth FMBA
Local #9, Groundwork Elizabeth, Our Lady of Guadalupe School, and Elizabeth
Avenue Partnership. 

Anyone who would like to find out more about the event or would like to
donate can contact Vito Tropeano at 908-884-1000.  Donations of gift baskets are
being accepted for a Tricky Tray Raffle along with cash donations. Please keep Sal
and his family in your prayers as well. 
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(above, r-l) Sal Coppa with his fellow Unicans, Joseph Marretta, 
Rocco DiPaola, Anthony Zengaro, Paul Rinaldi, and Deacon 
Joe Caporaso during one of UNICOs service days which works
on cleanup and beautification projects in Elizabeth.
Photo by Darren Bryden - facebook.com/elizabeth.speaks

(left, r-l) Cindy Coppa attributes the power of prayer to her husband Sal’s
recovery from a heart attack. There has been an outpouring of love and support
for the Coppa family. An event in his honor is planned for February 8, 2014.



SONS OF PETERSTOWN

SUPER BOWL 
PARTY!

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2014
Doors open at 2:00 pm

St. Anthony’s Cafeteria
(Corner of Third Ave. and Centre St.)

$35.00 at door
HOT & COLD BUFFET - OPEN BAR - HALF TIME RAFFLE
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We are going to get together two

times in February on back-to-back

weekends. The first time will be Sunday

February 2nd for the Super Bowl. This

has consistently been the biggest party of

the year. This year the game will be played in the

Meadowlands. With all the hype surrounding the game

and the mass of people flying into the state, I think the

most fun will be had right here at home in St. Anthony’s

cafeteria. 
The following week we wil be getting together on

Saturday, February 8th, again in the cafeteria.  This will be

a fund raiser for Sal Coppa who is recovering from a heart

attack that he suffered on Columbus Day. The entire

community and many organizations are going to turn out

to support Sal, who is one of Peterstown’s most generous

and caring individuals. 

I’m treating this as a celebration though he is suffering

greatly he is recovering against all prognoses. We are all

hoping and praying that by February 8th there will be

more progress towards healing for us to be happy about.

Please try to attend these events. Reconnect with your

friends and neighbors.

God bless,

John Sacco, President 

Sons of Peterstown Sports Club

President’s Message

www.

www.PeterstownNJ.com
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. c o m

Dear Joe and Tina,
It is with utmost sincerity that I want to thank you for

allowing me to spend time with the beautiful families of
Peterstown, on November 16th, 2013. It was a day that will
always be remembered with my mind, heart, and soul. God
was really kind in letting me meet each and every one of you.
It was a humbling experience to say the least.

Visiting Peterstown was heavenly for me. It brought up
memories of my childhood in Ybor City, which is a part of
Tampa, Florida. The people treated me like a loving family
that knows how to penetrate the heart and soul in a powerful
way; I never felt like an outsider, the entire time. A primary
sign indicating how powerful the trip was for me was the
sadness I experienced upon leaving all of you.

I felt a genuine presence in every person I met and I carry
them within my heart; God was truly present in each person.
The authenticity that I tasted was like a shot of adrenaline. I
haven’t forgotten one single soul. The loyalty that the families
have toward each other is phenomenal. I would have given
anything to have had the opportunity to grow up in
Peterstown; being in that town rejuvenated me in a manner
that cannot be measured. 

Please know that you are in my prayers. I am so thankful
for having Tommy Renna and his family in my life. You all
represent what God desires in each and every one of us. May
the Lord bless you.

Sincerely,
Michael Gonzalez
Tampa, Florida

Dear Joe,
Thank you so much for putting the book together. My dad

will love it for Christmas. He moved in with us two years ago
from Elizabeth and really misses it. I have great memories of
our home on Fourth Avenue and my years at St. Pat’s.

Sincerely,
John Mariano, Jr.
Princeton Junction, NJ

Dear Tina and Joe,
I received my Cent’Anni book last week and I am amazed

at the professional look, stories, Letters to the Editor, Johnny's
President messages and all of the articles that I can relate to.

I even envisioned volleyball being played in the pool, the
goings on in the playground house and the first little league
game played at O'Brien's Field.  I still have a long way to go
before I read through it the first time but please know your
work and dedication to the up keep of the greatest
neighborhood that we were fortunate to be a part of reminds all
of us how happy and proud we are to say "I grew up in the
Burg".

Vinny Malta

Joe,
My pop Frank Mazzarella was born and raised in Elizabeth

and is an avid reader of the Peterstown Newspaper.  My
parents moved to Florida around six years ago to be closer to
me and my husband, unfortunately my mom Gloria passed
but my dad is the greatest. 

He is a WWII Veteran and recently went on an “Honor
Flight” from Fort Lauderdale to Washington DC to see the
war memorials and Arlington National Cemetery. The
organization, HonorFlight.org, transports veterans to visit and
reflect at their memorials. This was the first time the service
was used from our airport. Vets in every state can call and
arrange a trip!

My dad was an engine room mechanic on the USS Roche
(DE-197) and was in Tokyo Bay on September 29, 1945
when his ship was struck by a floating mine. He lost some
mates and it is an experience he will never forget.

He had a wonderful day. A volunteer picked him up from
his home at 5:00 am and stayed by his side as his personal
guide for the day, making his plane ride and other
transportation run smoothly. He was very impressed with the
monuments and the entire day. One of his favorite parts of the
trip was the surprise he got when he and his fellow travelers
were greeted by 800 people, complete with banners, upon their
return to the airport. The welcome home party was
unexpected.

Sincerely,
Lisa Mazzarella Kocik
Weston, FL

(above, r-l) Frank Mazzarella and his volunteer guide
Ashton Charles from HonorFlight.org

(above, l-r) Frank in front of the New Jersey Column of
the WWII Memorial and during the war.
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The Peterstown Book has some unexpected benefits
for me. The greatest being the new and renewed
relationships I am forming. Since the launch party held
on November 16th I have heard from so many old friends
and met new people destined to be friends, even distant
relatives who have fun figuring out our connections.

Debbie Carl grew up in Cranford, NJ but her family is
from Peterstown. He mother is Angela Alfano, daughter
of Lucy (Ferranti) and Charlie Alfano, originally from
Ribera, Sicily. Her cousin is Tom Fowler, who is a fellow
member of UNICO with me. Tom is the son of Liboria
(Alfano) and Joe Fowler. 

Tom mentioned the book to Debbie, who is an
associate producer for the Uncle Floyd internet radio
station. She in turn mentioned it to Uncle Floyd, who’s
show is focused on New Jersey culture and people.
Unbeknownst to Debbie, Floyd and I had crossed paths a
few times over the years and was a fan of the Peterstown
Newspaper. He even appears in the book twice. Needless
to say, the show arranged an interview with me about the
book and can be heard by visiting his website
UncleFloydRadio.com. The show was recorded live and
will be featured on the home page until December 17.

Visit PeterstownNJ.com to find the clip after the 17th.
So I was able to reconnect with Floyd and now know

all about the Alfano clan after chatting to Tom’s sister,
Joanne. That is a story for another time (the February
2014 issue of the Peterstown newspaper to be exact). 

The Peterstown Book is the 100 year history of an
Italian-American neighborhood told through stories
about the people and families who lived there. The book
records the oral history in danger of being lost and
illustrates the traditions and customs of the community
through thousands of photos, hundreds of recipes, and
antidotes shared by residents past and present.

GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT

FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

• 776 Oversized Pages
• Thousands of Photos
• Hundreds of Recipes

ORDER NOW!
- On line at PeterstownNJ.com

- By phone 908-418-5586

- Mail Check and form to:
Renna Media
202 Walnut Ave., 
Cranford, NJ 07016

- Email inquiries to:
info@rennamedia.com

Cent’Anni
The 100 year history 
of an Italian-American 
neighborhood

The
PETERSTOWN

Book

By Joe &Tina Renna

Number  of Books: ______

Total check/charge amount _____________

Credit Card: ___Visa ___MC ___Discover

Credit card number ___________________

Exp. date____/____( mm/yy ) Code______

Exact name as it appears on the credit card: 

Name ______________________________

Billing Address _______________________

___________________________________
(If shipping address is different from billing please supply both.)

Phone ______________________________

Email_______________________________

$45 + Sales Tax ($3.15 for NJ purchases only.)
Buy 5 and get 1 FREE
FREE Shipping

ORDER ON-LINE TODAY FOR CHRISTMAS GIFT GIVING - FREE SHIPPING!

CHECK OUT
MY INTERVIEW ON THE
UNCLE FLOYD SHOW 
ON-LINE AT 
UncleFloydRadio.com
(right, l-r) Ogie and
Uncle Floyd Vivino.

Visit UncleFloydRadio.com
between November 10th and November 17th

to hear his interview with Joe Renna
about The Peterstown Book.

The show is produced by Joe Lemire, who is also the
Co-Host. Joe met Floyd when he produced his show on
New Jersey 101.5 Radio. The two launched the internet
show in January 2013. Joe also runs his own network of
shows on the internet at www.dreamstreamradio.com 

(above, l-r) Photo taken October 2006 at Tom and
Maria Fowler's 25th wedding anniversary party, shows
three generations of Alfano women: Debbie Carl, her
sister Jill Carl, her mom Angela Alfano Carl, her aunt
Anne Marie Alfano, and her grandmother Lucy Ferranti
Alfano (seated). 

FROM
THE 6 DEGREES OF SEPARATION FILE
YOUR AUNT FRANCES IS MY AUNT FRANCES

Tina and I have an “Open Door” policy at our home
office for people dropping by to purchase The Peterstown
Book. Marie Styler dropped by one day and ordered a
book for her son in Arizona. She asked who my father
was and when I told her Pete she said we were kind of
related, “Your Aunt Frances is my Aunt Frances.” And
went on to explain how her mother Lucy (Riggi) Buffa is
the sister of Emanuel Riggi who was married to Frances
Nufrio, sister of Maria Nigro, my mother’s mother. She
continued to say how she played with my mom and all
her cousins in Peterstown. She shared a lot of fond
memories with me. My grandmother lived upstairs from
me on the corner of Fourth Avenue and Niles Street so
her many visitors would make a pit stop to see my mom
on the way up, including Marie. 

(above, l-r) Me and Marie in my kitchen.
(left, l-r) Grandma Upstairs 

and Aunt Frances.

By Joe Renna

BUY THE BOOK AT:
John Sacco’s Meat Market
806 Third Ave., Elizabeth
908-355-5469
John’s Caffe
574 Second Avenue, Elizabeth
908-354-5260
Michelino’s Pizzeria
169 Washington Ave., Elizabeth
908-355-8393
Bella Gente
508 Boulrvard, Kenilworth’
908-272-9741
Renna Media
202 Walnut Ave., Cranford
(Call first 908-418-5586)
PeterstownNJ.com
Order in time for Christmas
delivery.
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ADVERTISERS’ INDEX
If you like the paper, please thank an advertiser. The

businesses that advertise in this paper make it possible to
print. You can show your appreciation for their support by
patronizing their business's. If they keep advertising, we
will keep printing.

Advertising starts at $60 for a business card size ad, up
to $600 for a full page. Anyone interested in placing an ad
can contact Tina Renna at (908) 709-0530. 

ADVERTISER PAGE

AAA All Car Auto Salvage ...............................................14
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Carvel ................................................................................14
City Tavern Restaurant .....................................................11
Cleveland Auto & Tire .....................................................14
Colton’s Pharmacy............................................................ 6
Corsentino Home for Funerals ......................................... 4
Dimensions Hair Salon ..................................................... 7
DJ Charlie “O” ................................................................. 5
Don Alex Restaurant ........................................................12
Dr. Nicholas Cicchetti, D.M.D. .........................................4
Dr. Nicholas Palmieri, Chiropractic Sports Medicine ...... 5
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Elizabeth Yellow Cab ........................................................13
Galluzzo Construction......................................................14
Goodman's Restaurant & Deli ........................................ 7
Gourmet Deli....................................................................10
Hollywood Carpet.............................................................14
Il Gabbiano, An Italian Bistro ......................................... 6
Jersey Uniforms.................................................................13
John’s Caffe ......................................................................12
Magic Fountain.................................................................11
Michelino's Pizzeria............................................................ 8
Miracle Plaza .....................................................................16
Mr. Dependable ................................................................14
Parkview Restaurant..........................................................11
Petruccelli Funeral Home.................................................. 4
Pinho's Bakery...................................................................10
Red Cadillac ..................................................................... 9
Richard Lucas Chevrolet Subaru...................................... 7
Rocco Auto Service...........................................................14
Roselle UPS Store.............................................................13
Sacco's Meat Market .........................................................10
Santillo's Brick Oven Pizza................................................12
Slices Pizzeria ....................................................................12
Team Law......................................................................... 15
Tequila's Grill....................................................................10
The Insurance Centers .....................................................13
Torna Di Sorento ..............................................................11
Total Hearing Care ............................................................ 5

Robert A. "Bob" Belmont, 79, of
Elizabeth, N.J., passed away on Sunday,
November 24, 2013, 

Bob was born in Atlantic City, N.J.,
and moved to Elizabeth in 1962, where
he lived the remainder of his life. He
worked for the Petruccelli Funeral
Home in Elizabeth from 1962 until

1994, when he became the proprietor with his wife,
Marie, and remained so until the present. He was also
employed by the Haeberle and Barth Funeral Home in
Union, N.J., and formerly of Irvington, N.J., from 1959

through 1984. 
Bob was a veteran of the U.S. Army and the U.S.

Navy. He was a past member of the Knights of
Columbus Council 3310 of Elizabeth. Bob also served as
a trustee and usher at St. Anthony's R.C. Church,
Elizabeth, and was a member of the church's Holy Name
Society. He was also a member of the Retired Men's and
Ladies' Club of Elizabeth. 

Bob was the beloved husband of Marie Belmont, his
wife of 51 years; loving father of Marie E. Belmont Baio,
and cherished grandfather of Louis Jr., Peter and
Elizabeth  

BOB BELMONT PASSES AT AGE 79

ELIZABETH CHIROPRACTIC
& REHABILITATION, P.A.

Sokratis G. Dragonas, D.C.
Ernesto J. Marticorena, D.C.

Tel: (908) 355-3358
Fax: (908) 355-6614

560 Newark Ave., Elizabeth, NJ 07208

Nicolas W. Cicchetti, D.M.D.
Haleh Kossari, D.M.D.

Family Dentistry
Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

18 East Westfield Ave.
Roselle Park, NJ 07204

(908) 245-9463
Fax: (908) 245-0969

cicchettidmd.dentistryonline.com

Richard A. Lewis, DMD
120 Elmora Avenue v Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Complete dental examination & treatment

• Dental cleanings • Fillings • Root canal treatment

• Full and partial removable dentures

• Crowns Fixed • Bridges • Implant restoration

Adults and Children Welcome

Call today 908-352-1558
www.elmoradentistry.com

Since 1865

Family owned and operated.
THOMAS R. DREW, JR.

ALAN G. DREW
732-388-4396

16 INMAN AVE. • COLONIA, NJ 07067-1802
(Across from St. Gertrude Cemetery)

Monuments • Headstones • Markers
Granite - Bronze Cemetery Lettering

WE ERECT PRIVATE FAMILY MAUSOLEUMS

Memorial Craftsmen 

CORSENTINO
Home for Funerals
Carl C. Corsentino, Manager

NJ Lic. No. 2548

908-351-9595
620 Second Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

Petruccelli
Funeral Home

Family owned and operated for over 100 years!

Marie E. Belmont Baio
Manager, NJ Lic. No 3866

908-352-8167 • 908-352-0299
232 Christine Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

FRANK A. PATERNOSTRO, D.M.D.

230 West Jersey Street
Office Hours Suite 310, Elizabeth, NJ
By Appointment 908-353-2316

(above) The Earlyact Club at Our Lady of Guadalupe Academy led the School's annual Thanksgiving food drive.
Each grade was responsible for a particular food item and the results were 38 complete Thanksgiving dinners

which were delivered to local families and to St. Joseph's Social Service Center on Division Street in Elizabeth.

OLGA EARLYACT CLUB BENEFITS ST. JOSEPH’S

Advertising in this 
and other 

Renna Media 
newspapers

Reserve space in the next issue. 
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com

Our readers
make the best
customers for
your business.
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DR. NICHOLAS F. PALMIERI
Chiropractic Physician

Chiropractic Care
Sports Medicine Services

(908) 925-0030
1711 North Wood Avenue,

Linden, NJ 07036

(above, l-r)  Sr. Katherine and her ex-kindergarten
pupil, Tom Renna, reunited at the Salesian’s Convent in
North Haledon where she resides. 

(above, l-r) Tommy with Sr.
Antionette, also pictured in the photo
above as a chaperone for his trip to
Washington D.C. when she taught at
St. Anthony’s.

(above, l-r) Fr. Bosio and Tom Renna in Tampa at the Christing of his
daughter Gianna in 1999.

CATCHING UP ON THE
LAST 40 YEARS

(above) Carmela Marano pins a corsage on with Congressman Matthew Rinaldo on the steps of the Capital building
in June 1979 during her 8th Grade Class trip to Washington D.C. (l-r) Armando Ruiz, Antonio Giancroce, Patsy
D'anna, Sr. Francine, Tom Renna, Mike Camicia, Sal DeMaio, George Lopez, Billly Mellilo, Congressman Rinaldo,
Danny Clemente, Rocco Famglietti, Carmela Marano, Franca Genna, Sr. Antionette, Renee, Karen Lody.

When Tom Renna lived in the Tampa area in Florida
in 1994 he reconnected with Fr. Bosio who was assigned
to Mary Help of Christians parish in Tampa. The parish
was run by the Salesian order of nuns and priests and
many Salesians from St. Anthony’s grammar school in
Elizabeth, NJ spent some time in Tampa including Fr.
Bosio. St. Anthony’s parish was the cornerstone of the
Peterstown neighborhood in Elizabeth where Tom grew
up and went to school.

It was refreshing for Tommy to see a familiar face after
moving to a new state. It was Fr. Bosio who baptized
Tommy’s first daughter, Gianna Carmella Renna, on
January 16, 1999.

Over 15 years later Tom and family moved back to
New Jersey. A close friend of his from Tampa came up for
a visit and to attend the release party for The Peterstown
Book. While in Jersey, Michael Gonzalez wanted to visit
the Salesian residency in North Haledon, NJ to see Sister
Juanity who moved there from Tampa. Tommy took
Mike and was pleasantly surprised to meet his past
grammar school teachers from St. Anthony’s.  

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Don’t miss an issue! Have Around About Peterstown

delivered to your home or office. 
Fill out the form below and mail it 

along with a check for $15.00 
for 1 year subscription (6 issues) payable to:

PETERSTOWN NEWSPAPER
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Name_____________________________________

Company__________________________________

Address ___________________________________

_________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________

Email: ____________________________________

Charlie “O” DJ Service
“Music the way you want it!”

Specializing in Birthday/Anniversary Parties,
Class Reunions, Fundraisers, and Award Dinners

Affordable Rates

Charlie Oliva
908-245-9446

CharlieODJService@yahoo.com

www.charlieodj.webs.com
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(standing, l-r) Thomas Fowler, Deacon Joseph Caporaso, John Sacco, Charles Fatigati, Pasquale Arena, Louis M J Dileo, Anthony M. Zengaro, Joseph Chiari, Henry
Marcantonio, Arnold Ricerca, Joseph Manto, Joseph Marretta, James LaCorte* (UC Surrogate), George Marretta, Joseph Abitante Jr, Rose Rinaldi, Dino Amato, Jennifer

Conte Barrett, Anselmo Gabriele, Frances-Jean Conte Burns, Carole Cascio, Vito Tropeano, Dominick Nicatro* (UNICO-National 2nd VP), Susan Campolo-McNeil, Andre'
Dimino* (UNICO-National Executive Director), Jennifer Dimino*, Courtney Villani, Rocco DiPaola, John Pappetti* (2010 CoY), Nino Quaglia. (kneeling, l-r) Richard
Reda, Giacomo Sacca, Joe Renna, Andrew Bani, Steven P. Rinaldi, Louis A. Bani, Lino Siconolfi, Ralph Abbate, Paul Addessa, Thomas Fowler Jr, Christopher Rinaldi.
(seated, l-r) Luigi Marciante, Livio Mancino, Linda K Villani, Paul J. Rinaldi, Diodato Villani, Anthony Di Bella, Mario Di Bella, Virginia Navarro* (CoY 1990), Joseph

Amato, Joseph F Sutera, Ann Walko* (UNICO-National 1st VP) * Not a member of UNICO-Elizabeth.

(standing, l-r) Rocco DiPaola (2000), Livio Mancino (2002), Vito Troppeano (2012), 
John Sacco (2003), Deacon Joe Caporaso (2004), UNICO-Elizabeth President 

Lou Bani, Diodato Villani (2005), James LaCorte (2011), George Maretta (1996), 
Luigi Marciante (1998), Chuck Fatigati (2009) and John Papetti (2010). 

(seated, l-r) Jennifer Barrett (2008) and Virginia Navarro (1990).

(standing, l-r) Joseph Marretta (2008-2009), Rocco DiPaola (1995), 
Courtney Villani (2011-2012), Paul J. Rinaldi (1968, 1992-1993). 

(seated, l-r) Joseph F Sutera (2006-2007), Anthony Di Bella (1965-1966),
Louis A. Bani (Current), Mario Di Bella (1967), Luigi Marciante (2002-2005).

2013 MEMBERS OF UNICO ELIZABETH

UNICO PAST AND 
PRESENT PRESIDENTS

UNICO PAST CITIZEN 
OF THE YEAR RECIPIENTS

UNICO CELEBRATES 50 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
The Elizabeth UNICO celebrated its  50th anniversary

and recognized all the past Citizens of the Year at thier
annual Dinner Dance held on October 19, 2013, at
La‘Affair Fine Catering in Mountainside.  

Se Habla Español
Parla Italiano
Fala-Se Portugues

(908) 353-6653
Fax: (908) 353-7340

Free Parking & Delivery

851 Elizabeth Ave. (Corner Smith St) Elizabeth, NJ 07201-2755

All Prescription Plans Gladly Accepted

Naren (Nick) Yasa - Pharmacist
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CranfordBistro.com PARTIES & CATERING AVAILABLE  

10 SOUTH AVE, CRANFORD, NJ 07016  (908) 497-1990

BYOB

The Joseph Nugent Sr. Association of Union County
held its 80th annual dance on Saturday, November 16 at
the Kenilworth Veterans Center located at 33 South
21st Street in Kenilworth , NJ. This year’s recipient of
the Greta Sheridan Memorial Community Service
Award is Joe Colletti, Past Grand Knight of the Knights
of Columbus Council 253 in Elizabeth.  

The Joseph Nugent, Sr. Association is the oldest
independent Irish-American Association in the state of
NJ. It was founded in 1933 by Joseph & Nora Nugent,
proprietors of Nugent's Tavern on Newark Avenue in
Elizabeth. The Association is noted for its charitable
endeavors and each year sponsors an Irish picnic for the
benefit of the Make-A-Wish Foundation. It has also
made contributions to the Center for Hope Hospice and
the Deborah Hospital. They work continuously to "Keep
the Tradition Alive". 

Some of the traditions that the Nugent Association
wants to maintain is based in Irish culture. Dancing is
an important part of the events and celebrations in the
Irish community and the unique style has been passed
down for generations. The Nugent Association wanted
to make sure that tradition continued. 

Greta Sheridan volunteered for the many charitable

(above, l-r) Joseph
Nugent Sr. Association
President, Kevin Dowling
presenting Joe Colletti
with the Greta Sheridan
Memorial Community
Service Award.

(left) Greta Sheridan

JOE COLLETTI RECEIVES GRETA SHERIDAN
MEMORIAL COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD

events that the association held throughout the year. Her
passion and talent lay in Irish Dance. She spent countless
hours teaching the craft to a new crop of girls year after
year.

Greta was certified by the Irish Dancing Council in
Ireland and soon many organizations were asking for her
assistance. She never refused to help, and most time she
donated her time, especially if the purpose of the dance
was to help a non-profit organization or a person in
serious medical trouble.

Greta started to feel sick during a dance competition
in 1997. It was eventually revealed that she had lung
cancer. She battled her illness for two years until she
passed away on September 28, 1999.

Her generosity and her record of community service
was notable and inspirational. So much so that the
Nugent Association has named an award in her honor.
Tha Greta Sheridan Memorial Community Service
Award is given out at the groups annual dinner dance to a
person who has proved to have excelled in community
service, though volunteering and generosity. The 2013
recipient Joe Colletti has a long history of helping those
in need in his personal life and as a member of the
Knights of Columbus. 

732-636-6677
1256 St. Georges Avenue, Avenel, NJ 07001

As a proud resident of Peterstown, it has been my pleasure to have serviced the community’s car
and truck buying needs. Together with Richard Lucas of  Richard Lucas Chevrolet & Subaru, 
we have been satisfying area residents for many years. With the excellent reputation 
of the Lucas family, we promise to keep you a very satisfied customer for many years to come. 

Thank you,
Angelo Strazzella

RICHARD LUCAS
CHEVROLET SUBARU 
732-694-3848

1077 US - 1  •  Avenel, NJ 07001

Happy Holidays!



(right, l-r) Ann (Colletti) Samiuk,
Lucy, Ann’s daughter Joann, Sebastian
and Willie. These photos were taken in

a hospital while Joann was being treated
for Polio.

(left)
County 
ID Card
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On & off Premise Catering . . . 
Customized to fit 

your personal needs. 
Party Room available up to 70 people!

OPEN 7 DAYS - Mon. - Thurs. 11:30 am to 10 pm WE DELIVER
Fri.  Sat. 11:30 am - 11 pm Sun. 12 noon - 9 pm Min. $10

q a u  t Corporate accounts welcome. B.Y.O.B.

Café Gallo
Pizzeria & Restaurant

908-756-4745          www.cafegallos.com
1153 Inman Avenue • Edison, NJ 08820

(Plenty of parking located in the North Side Plaza)

Authentic Italian Cuisine. 
Serving... Italian Specialities 

including Fresh Seafood, Steaks, Pastas, etc.
Specializing In Family Style Portions

COLLETTI’S A TROVE OF MEMORABILIA
At 85 years old Sebastian Colletti can tell stories of

his years growing up in the Peterstown section of
Elizabeth New Jersey with detail and insight. He has kept
photo and newspaper clippings going back seventy years.
He is a real font of history and an enjoyable story teller.

Nutsy, as he was commonly called, was the son of
Joseph and Concetta. His parents owned a deli on the
corner of Third Avenue and Palmer Street, before it
became Parinella’s in the mid-1930s.

He is one of eight siblings. It was a second marriage for
both his parents and each brought two children in to the
union. They then had four more children together. 

Nutsy worked at the Union County courthouse in the
Juvenile Detention Center  for 22 years under Sherriffs
Oriscello and Froehlich. He retired in 1990. He also

worked 10 years for Simmons Mattress Company, and did
a 5-year work stint with Universal Valve.

His local sports clippings are packed in with family
photos, his both loves. 

(above, l-r) Concetta, Joann, Lucy and Al Gottman.

(above) Sebastian Colletti
in 2013 at age 85.

(left) Nutsy at age 17. 

Elizabeth Yellow Cab
24 Hours

7 Days a Week
• Door to Door Service
• Local and Long distance
• Transportation to Airports
• Commercial Centers, 

Night Clubs, 
Casinos, Etc.

• Clean Late 
Model Cars

• Door to Door Service
• Local and Long distance
• Transportation to Airports
• Commercial Centers, 

Night Clubs, 
Casinos, Etc.

• Clean Late 
Model Cars

Tels: (908) 354-4444 • (908) 354-0350

VILLANI BUS COMPANY

Buses for all occasions
ECONOMICAL • COMFORTABLE • SAFE

908-862-3333
811 E. Linden Ave. •  Linden, NJ 07036

1920-2009 “Serving the Public for 90 Years”

Dee Villani President
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Hours of operation:                        Happy hour 3-6
Wed, Thu & Sat: 1pm-2am, Fri 11:30am-2am, Sun 1pm-9pm

2258 Morris Avenue
Union New Jersey 07083

908-349-8411
www.TheRedCadillacNJ.com

Your favorite Mexican Joint, driven by your 
favorite Restauranteur, Joe Montes. Whether 
your looking for Killer Mexican Street Cuisine
or a Hip City Lounge to park for awhile with a
Cadillac Margarita or a Lobster Tail Fajita.

Follow us on 

AS SEEN IN THE NEW YORK TIMES!

Holiday Party Time!
Parties

$19 95
pp

Includes 20 Items
On Premise Buffet

or Family Style

The Best Italian Cuisine
in New Jersey

9 West Westfield Avenue, Roselle Park
908-445-4520 • VintageItalianRestaurant.net

All Items 
Can Be made 
Gluten-Free

New Year’s Celebration
$75/PP All Inclusive Huge Buffet

DJ & Dancing All Night!
Wine, Beer, Champagne, Soft Drinks, Party Favors and Noise Makers.

OFF PREMISE
CATERING PACKAGE

ONLY $10 PER PERSON
Includes: Salads, Eggplant Rollantini, 

Choice of Two Pastas. Choice of 
One Entrée. Bread & Paper Goods.

ON PREMISE CHRISTMAS
EVE BUFFET

$19.95 PER PERSON
10 Hot and 10 Cold Dishes

(Fish and More!)
Reservations Required.

NUTSY COLLETTI’S SCRAP BOOK CONTAINS
70 YEARS OF LOCAL SPORTS NEWS CLIPPINGS

Sebastian Colletti was better known by his nick name
Nutsy when he was with his friends in Peterstown where
he grew up, but he was also known as Sibby by those who
knew him in bowling circles. Both names appear in
numerous articles about his bowling and softball playing
ability. He has kept those clippings along with many
other family photos and memorabilia in perfect condition
for over 70 years.

Nutsy was a fast-pitch softball pitcher for several club
and company teams. He worked for Simmons Mattress
for fourteen years and played with their team, he also
worked for Universal Valve, owned by Angie and Joe
Milo, for 5 years. The neighborhood club team from
Peterstown that he pitched for in the late 1940’s was The
Invaders, playing in the city’s Single “A” league and

(above) Playing
basketball for Edison
High School in 1948
on a team that made
it to the state finals.

(left) Nutsy Colletti
at bat.

(above) Box score from a benefit game played on July 7,
1949 in O’Brian’s Field in Peterstown. The game was
the first to be played under lights. Funds raised went to
the Italian Welfare Association Recreation Building.

(left, l-r) Clipping from the Elizabeth Daily Journal of
Union County Holy Name Society League 1959 leaders,
St. Anthony’s “B” bowling team Joe Madrigano, John
Lang, Sebastian “Sibby” Colletti (Captain), Vincent Leo
and Anthony Coppa.

Sibby played in a Pro-Am tournament and out scored
the three pros he played with bowling 195, 269 and 236
for a 700 series versus a 622 total from his opponents
scores of Peter Hakim 187, Pete Weber 238, and Bill
Oakes 197.

tournaments.
Nutsy liked all sports, basketball, boxing, wrestling but

Sibby was especially fond of bowling. He has a collection
of box scores from when newspapers had beat reporters
covering bowling on a daily basis.

His series average of 755 was newsworthy at the time.
It is difficult to compare eras but a 800 series in the
1940’s was rare. Because of technology, modern bowling
scores are about 100 pins higher than the past. A good
indication of this can be seen in a clipping of when Sibby
set the alley record in 1959 at Elizabeth Lanes playing for
the St. Anthony’s squad in the Union County Holy
Name League. His series of 736 held the record for five
years. His personal best series was a 755. He never turned
pro but has played in Pro-Am tournaments. Nutsy can
still play ay the age of 85.

GIFT CERTIFICATES
BUY A $50 GIFT CERTIFICATE

AND GET $10 EXTRA
BUY A $100 GIFT CERTIFICATE

AND GET $20 EXTRA
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MAGIC FOUNTAIN ICE CREAM & GRILL
Open year round serving breakfast, lunch and dinner

FREE DELIVERY
DAILY SPECIALS

CATERING AVAILABLE
300 Williamson Street

Elizabeth, NJ
(908) 351-3133

MAGICFOUNTAINGRILL.COM

SERVING 
PIZZA,BURITOS, 

ICE CREAM & MORE

Menu Now Available

in Español

NOW FEATURING
A KIDS MENU

Seasonal Gourmet
Specials

Diner • Bakery

OPEN 24 HOURS - 7 DAYS
Call Ahead for 

Curb Side Pick-Up and 
Don’t Leave Your Car!

545 Morris Avenue Elizabeth, NJ
Tel: 908-351-7775                Fax: 908-351-1169

Visit Us on the Web At: www.tropicanadiner.com
or Look for us on Facebook

10% OFF ENTIRE CHECK 
With coupon. Expiration date 2/15/14.

UNIVERSITY DINER IS NOW UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!!!
Owners of Tropicana are now owners of 

University Diner, 580 North Avenue, Union, NJ.
• DAILY SPECIALS
• ETHNIC LATINO DISHES 
• SEASONAL GOURMET

BREAKFAST MENU
Chipotle Chicken

Sandwich

Copies of
AROUND ABOUT 
PETERSTOWN
Always Available

- Eat in / Take out -
- Hot & Cold Catering -

- Salad Bar -
- Daily Hot Specials -
- Sandwich Platters -

41 ALDEN ST. • CRANFORD, NJ 07016

(908) 272-3290
Fax (908) 272 5313

Open Daily From 
Mon Thru Fri: 7 am to 6 pm 

Sat: 7:30 am to 4:30 pm
Sun: 8 am to 1:30 pm

Mediterranean & Mexican Cuisine
Check website for special menus:

www.tequilasgrill.org
Catering for all occasions

908.965.1002
Private parking available Fax: 908-965-1003

Check website for special menu: www.tequilasgrill.org

824 Pearl Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07208 

Pinho’s
Bakery

1027 Chestnut Street • Roselle, NJ

908-245-4388
Tuesday - Saturday    5am - 7pm

Sunday    5am - 6pm

OVER 200 ATTEND
THE PETERSTOWN BOOK

LAUNCH PARTY!
Check out the photo albums of this and
other events at www.PeterstownNJ.com

(above) Rose Pacelli pointed out that she is the flower girl
sitting to the left of the bride and groom in the cover photo of
The Peterstown Book (below).

(right) Francesca, nee Merendino, the bride in the other cover
photo, attended with her husband, Gino Merendino and their

daughter, Lucia, a honeymoon baby.

(left, l-r) Kimberly Pigna, Rose
Pacelli, Dan Pacelli, Vic Alcano,
Kimberly Pacelli, and Rose Giacotore.

(above, l-r) Nancy Gersick and
Vincenzina Candelino.

Thanks to John Sacco and Staff
Greg and Michele Conway

Badisa Rai
DJ Charlie “O”
Santillo’s Pizza

Family and friends who pitched 
in to make the event a great success.

Love,
Tina and Joe Renna
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BELLA
GINA’S
ITALIAN DELI
Where you are treated like family

Gina And Anthony Garofalo

Catering • Café
908-925-6868
Fax 908-925-5736

BLOCKBUSTER PLAZA
1025 W. St. Georges Ave. • Linden, NJ

q a u  t

“A casual place with exquisite food.”
The house of the Parrillada del Patrõn and the Meat Entraña.
Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner.
Weekdays: 11 am to 2 am, Weekends: 11 am to 3 am

(908) 353-7113
1109 Elizabeth avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

City Tavern and Restaurant

PRIVATE PARTIES

Owned and operated (908) 351-4060
by the Savarese family Ample Parking
since 1987

TORNA A. SORRENTO
RISTORANTE

•
Cocktails - Lunch - Dinner

54 Westfield Ave. • Elizabeth, NJ 07208ITalIaN & SpaNISh CuISINE
908.486.6110

LUNCH & DINNER • LUNCH SPECIALS AND HAPPY HOUR
Open 7 days – Outdoor dining on patio

Mondays & Tuesdays 9 pm – midnight ½ off 
all appetizers, margaritas, & sangria

2048 E. Saint Georges avenue • linden, NJ 07036
Fax: 908.486.6112

Catering Available For Any Occasion
Private room with a view! 

(above, l-r) My dad, Pete Renna, was very impressed with me
when Elizabeth Mayor J. Christian Bollwage arrived at the
launch party. 

(above, l-r) Marie and Joe Miragliotta. (above, l-r) Marlene, Alison, and Adelene Santillo.

(left, l-r) Matteo and Joe D’Urso
enjoy Santillo Pizza while their
Aunt Barbara Delorenzo looks on.

(above, l-r) Sal Renna, Angela Renna,
Sal’s wife Fran, and Pete Renna

(above, l-r) 99-year-old Frances Gambino and her daughter
Frances Paparella.

To purchase The Peterstown Book see page 3 for list of 
retailers or to order on-line. Or call 908-418-5586. 

Order early to receive in time for Christmas gift giving!
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“A real brick oven produces a fabulous crust”
Since 1918

check us out at merchantcircle.com, keyword: Santillo’s

908-354-1887
WE DELIVER

639 So. Broad St. • Elizabeth, NJ
al & lorraine Santillo, Proprietors

State-wide winner Inside Jersey Magazine, Aug. 2011
Critic’s Choice: Best Pizza New Jersey Monthly, Aug. 2010/2011

NOW OPEN

ON MONDAYS

&TUESDAYS

Visit our other locations: In UNION at 1988 Morris Ave. • In ELIZABETH at 356 Rahway Ave.

www.Donalexrestaurant.com 908-349-8060
625 NORTH MICHIGAN AVE. KENILWORTH

“The authentic Peruvian kitchen 
with original flavor”

“The authentic Peruvian kitchen 
with original flavor”

LIVE MUSIC
Fri & Sat

6 pm - 9 pm
Kenilworth Location

We Host 
Private Parties 
& Corporate Events! BYOB

Celebrating the
GRAND OPENING

of our 
Kenilworth Location!

$2 OFF
ANY PURCHASE

Of $10 or more
“Don Alex” Restaurant

Limit 1 per customer. Cannot be combined 
with other offers or discounts. Exp. 2-15-14

$5 OFF
ANY PURCHASE

Of $20 or more
“Don Alex” Restaurant

Limit 1 per customer. Cannot be combined 
with other offers or discounts. Exp. 2-15-14

Recipe
Kathi Fiamingo, Mayor Borough of Kenilworth, NJ

Stuffed Hot Peppers

INGREDIENTS: 
For stuffing a 1 gallon jar of Hot Cherry Peppers (large or small)
1/2 Cup honey
1 Tsp. garlic powder
1/2 Cup vegetable oil
1 1/2 Cups seasoned bread crumbs
1/2 Cup tomato sauce
1/2 Tsp. oregano
Handfuls of raisins and pignoli (pine nuts) as much as you’d like.

PREPARATION
1) Clean and seed peppers.
2) Mix stuffing ingredients.
3) Stuff peppers and bake at 350 for 30 minutes.

One year, not feeling up to baking Christmas cookies,
I decided to give friends and family jars of stuffed hot
peppers instead. The following recipe is simple to follow,
and can be adapted easily to accommodate whatever
quantity you need.  

ALTERNATIVE TO CHRISTMAS COOKIE GIVING
Submitted by: Tina Renna

Unlike baking cookies, you can fudge with the
ingredient quantities in this recipe and they will still turn
out beautifully. Another plus is that the baked peppers
freeze well, and can be made ahead of time and thawed
before gift giving or serving. 

Merry Christmas
From the Renna Family,     Joe, Tina, Angela & Mia.

(right) Angela Renna
stuffing hot peppers
that will be put into 
decorative mason jars
for Christmas gifts to 
family and friends.

Try our          Kabobs and Salads!

908-662-3322 
Lunch and Dinner

Eat in or Pick up
701 Elizabeth Ave.

Elizabeth, NJ 07201
Corner of Seventh Street

Open 6 Days A Week
Sun - Thurs: 11 am to 10 pm

Fri & Sat: 11 am to 11 pm
Closed Tuesdays

Formerly Elin’s
Newly Remodeled!

Same owner for 32 years.

NEW

574 Second Ave. • Elizabeth, NJ

John’s Caffé
Pizza & Caterers

Eat-In • Take-Out • Delivery

908.354.5260
Fax: 908.354.0085

www.johnscaffe.com

Mon - Thur: 9:30 am - 9:00 pm
Fri: 9:30 am - 10:00 pm
Sat: 10:30 am - 10:00 pm
Sunday Closed

Find us on Facebook
@Johns caffe

SE HABLE ESPANOL

Please Call Ahead For
Prompt Delivery & Pick-Up
All Day Delivery To Elizabeth 
And Surrounding Areas -
Minimum $10.00

School & Corporate
Accounts Welcome

q a u t

Family Owned 
& Operated For 

Over 40 Years Serving 
The Neighborhood 

of Peterstown
Catering For 
All Occasions

Ask us for a catering menu The Best Paninis in Town!
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13JOE AND ALICE AMATO CELEBRATE 60 YEARS MARRIED
Joe Amato and Alice Palermo were married on

October 5, 1953 in Ribera, Sicily. Joe was 25-years-old
and Alice was 22. They moved to Peterstown the
following year where they raised two children, John and
Mamie. The have eight grandchildren. They celebrated
their wedding anniversary on the exact day sixty years
later at the Holiday Inn in Carteret, NJ. 

(right) Alice and Joe Amato dance during their
60th anniversary party on October 5, 2013.

(right) Alice and Joe Amato, October 5, 1953.

(below, l-r) Simone and Grace Pace celebrate the 60th
wedding anniversary of Alice and Joe Amato . Simone is
Alice’s cousin and best man her wedding when he was
eighteen years old.

(above) Joe and Alice Amato with daughter Mamie and husband Jeff Weiss (left) and son John and wife Kim.

Not for Nothing But...
why is it that the secret

to a happy marriage 

is the only secret that 

is not divulged in 

the National Enquirer.

www.bluestreakmotors.com
Specializing in late model cars

with low mileage
CARS/VANS/SUV’S

14 Elmora avenue • Elizabeth, NJ
(908) 965-1800

Fax: (908) 965-1804

MOTORS
Kathleen Gwaldis

27 Years of Experience

cell: (908) 400-8409

Realtor associate - Weichert president’s Club
185 Elm Street, Westfield NJ, 07090
Office: (908) 654-6560, x 162

Elizabeth Real Estate Specialist
FREE MARKET ANALYSIS

JERSEY UNIFORM
Industrial Wear

NEW & USED UNIFORMS
We Do Embroidery & Silkscreening

Bob Barraco, Proprietor
908-862-7737     Fax: 908-862-2877
918 South Wood Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036

o UPS Shipping
o Packaging Services
o Fax Services
o Freight Services
o Copying, Finishing 

& Printing Services

The Roselle UPS Store
At The Roselle Shopping Center

579-B Raritan Road, Roselle, NJ

908.298.1122
908.298.1110 Fax
Store5821@theupsstore.com

www.theupsstorelocal.com/5821
M–F: 8:30 am–7 pm / Sat: 9 am–3 pm / Sun: closed

o Mailbox Services
o Office Supplies
o Notary Services
o Passport Photo
o Packaging 

& Moving Supplies

BRING THIS AD AND RECEIVE 5% DISCOUNT 
ON ANY SERVICE.
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GALLUZZO BROS.
CARTING, INC.
One Call Hauls It All

1-40 Yard
Containers

(973) 424-9640
Fax: (973) 424-9643
galluzzobrothers@aol.com

Owned and Operated by
Anthony & Joe Galluzzo

WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT

732-381-2646
Night Towing 732-496-1633

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up

24 HR Service

10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 2/31/14.

Late Model Foreign & American New & Used 
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission 
• Auto Glass • Computers 
• Tail Lights • Doors 
• Fenders • AC Compressors

CLEVELAND AUTO & TIRE
Tel:  (908) 352-6355 Fax:  (908) 351-2753

Third avenue & loomis Street
Elizabeth, NJ  07206

J. DeSalvo

bob & richies
SUNOCO

PROFESSIONAL AUTO SERVICE
675 Newark Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

Inspections while you wait.
908-289-9797

American owned and operated

25% OFF LABOR
With this ad. Expires 2/15/14.

Painting, Carpentry, Electrical
All repair work….

MR. DEPENDABLE

No Job Too Small
CHARLIE (973) 258-9258

(908) 354-2288 fax: (908) 354-4901
461 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ 07206

www.apsplumbing.com

AMERICAN
Plumbing & Heating 

Supply Company

• Carpentry    • Marble
• Granite     • Ceramic Tile

candelinokitchens.com
664 Summer St. • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

CANDELINO
KITCHENS
• Carpentry    • Marble
• Granite     • Ceramic Tile

908-353-6094
candelinokitchens.com

664 Summer St. • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

HOLLYWOOD
CARPET AND FLOORING

• Carpet • Hardwood • Vinyl • Ceramic • Resilient •
Over 13 years 
of experience

We speak English, Italian and Spanish.

Warehouse Prices • All Major Brands
Residential • Commercial

908-353-3500 Fully insured
631 Fourth Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07202    Fax: 908-353-3505

FREE Estimates
Free Delivery In Elizabeth Area
10% Discount with this ad.

Any kid growing up in the Peterstown section of
Elizabeth could count on one thing: you can find just
about anything on, in or around “the Crick.” And then
some. From old coins, “dirty” books, and articles of food,
shelter and clothing, it was not only a haven for
scavengers, but also a time capsule for both distant and
recent ages past.

One of the more lively finds would be the animals
traveling through the marsh or mud, and many a house
pet began its life by getting rescued in time to save it
from a harsh winter or arid summer only to become
another member of one of the families in the ‘Burg.

Today, while the artifacts might change, one thing
remains constant, and even more prevalent. As youths,
we considered it playful to find a stray kitten and bring it
home to give it a saucer of warm milk and “adopt” it for
however long it decided to stick around the backyard.
But today, it has become a real problem – both for the
health of the animals and the health of the community.

“The new term for a ‘stray’ is now ‘community cat’,”
said Cathy Marangella Heineman, whose father, Joe
Mags, is a Peterstown resident. “As kids, we didn’t realize
the enormity of the problem – it was just fun to find a
little kitten and bring it home. But as adults we now view
it as an epidemic.”

Cathy first became interested in caring for felines as a
kid when her Aunt Jean Bellino, an avid animal lover,
would feed stray cats in her backyard in the 1960s. Now
54, Cathy and her husband, Mark, own four domestic
cats of their own, all rescued from either the street or a
shelter.

“I want to raise awareness of this problem because it
simply is not good for the community or the cats,” said
Cathy, who is a registered nurse. “Whenever I visit my
dad, I see colonies of feral cats in his backyard, and if you
walk just a little ways down the street, you’ll find more
numbers down by the river.”

Feral cats do have a home, but that home is the
outdoors. And while they do appreciate a plateful of
food, they are not the kind of cat that will cuddle up
with you on your couch.

Cathy has joined with volunteers Linda and Andrea
from Elaine’s Foundation for Homeless Felines and local
Peterstown resident and volunteer, Barbara Petrillo
Grecco, to spearhead an effort to trap and neuter
colonies of feral cats throughout the city and the state.

The rescue group traps many abandoned cats and
kittens in the Peterstown section of Elizabeth. Many of
the female cats are pregnant repeatedly (every 63 days)
and sometimes while their kittens are still only 8-10
weeks old.  Elaine’s Foundation takes them in; spays and
neuters them (except for the pregnant moms, they will
not abort the kittens); treats them for internal and
external parasites (fleas and worms); vaccinates and feeds
them; and works with the feral cats to socialize them and
find them forever homes.  This is not a
Trap/Neuter/Release (TNR) group — they do not turn
the animals back out into the cold — and they have a
no-kill policy.  

Many of the cats are tame, but scared, which indicates
that they were previously socialized and probably dumped
down at the river near Williams Field.  All that have
been trapped this past fall were not spayed and neutered.  

Even though the volunteers have rescued more than
30 cats and kittens, there is work to be done.  There are
large colonies at City Hall, the Social Services
Department on Westminster Ave., and more groups in
the north section of Kenilworth.  The volunteers are
trying to rescue all of them, but need the funds to help.
In addition, the rescuers at Elaine’s have a lofty goal: to
build an adoption center where the cats can roam free
and prospective owners can bond with their new pets
before taking them home.

The cost for veterinary care and shelter for each
rescued cat and kitten is about $150, so any contribution
to offset that cost is welcome. Online donations may be
made to:  www.elainesfelines.org/donation.html, with a
note that reads:  GIFT FOR ELIZABETH, NJ CATS.
Checks may be mailed to Elaine’s Felines at 139 Fern
Ave, Lyndhurst, New Jersey 07071. Elaine’s is a 501(c)3
charitable organization and all donations are tax
deductible. 

Cathy is the first to acknowledge that there are many
worthy places to direct our charitable donations these
days, but she is trying to address a local problem as well.
Her family has contributed to Elaine’s for each of the
Elizabeth cats they’ve “surrendered” through the trapping
program.

“I am sleeping better at night, knowing that I’ve
helped in some small way to help put these helpless
animals into good hands,” she said.

“I hope to do my Aunt Jean proud by having her know
that a simple act of kindness extended to our backyard
cats 45 years ago, has turned into a community initiative
that addresses a very real, growing societal issue.”

If anyone desires more information about how you can
join Cathy, Barbara, Linda and Andrea’s efforts, please
contact Cathy at: cmheineman@aol.com.

Other resources:
People for Animals – Low Cost Spay/Neuter Services

973-282-0890 or www.pfaonline.org
Ally Cat Allies – for more information on protecting

community cats www.alleycat.org

DEALING WITH CATS IN OUR OWN BACK YARDS
Submitted by Peter Busichio

(above, l-r) Jaclyn Marangella, Mark Heineman, 
Joe Marangella, Cathy Marangella Heineman 

and Joe Marangella, Jr.
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FREE UP YOUR DAY!!!
Drive in for a fast, friendly oil change, drop off your Laun-

dry & Dry Cleaning and get a quality hand car wash
All in less than 30 minutes.

908-353-4178             908-353-0418
1068-80 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

Open 7 days
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