
Guido M. Guidi was one of the first Italian physicians in the City of Elizabeth.
His general practice served the Peterstown community for over thirty-six years

starting in 1911. He was blinded accidentally midway through his career but
continued to practice, including delivering a total of 465 babies as an obstetrician.
Guido Guidi was born on August 15, 1876 in Assisi, Italy, in the province of Perugia located on Mount

Subasio in the Apoenine Mountains. He entered Royal University in Naples where, in 1900 he received a
degree in medicine and surgery. Guidi spent five years honing his skills as an assistant physician working in
clinics at the University. His research and work on malaria patients earned him an award. He was following
a proud tradition, for it was Italy that gave the world the first medical school in Salerno in the 1100’s. 
He immigrated to America in 1905 and lived in Ohio before he settled in the Peterstown section of

Elizabeth, New Jersey, setting up his practice at 212 Christine Street, a beautiful two story home, that he
designed himself, with porches on each level supported by four columns. He saw patients in his home office
as well as making customary house calls. Doctor Guidi was well respected by the diverse population of
Elizabeth residents but was beloved by the Italian Americans who populated the Peterstown neighborhood.
For them, he was a doctor that spoke their language along with being a friend and counselor.
Doctor Guidi’s grandson Gerardo Caprario submitted to Renna Media, publisher of the Peterstown

newspaper, the original memorandums of the birth reports that his grandfather completed. The records were
digitized and can be viewed on the website www.RennaMedia.com. The records contain information in
accordance to the State of New Jersey, Bureau of Vital Statistics including, name of child, sex, color, date
and place of birth; names, ages, birthplace and occupations of parents, including the mother’s maiden
name. The records indicate the number of children living and dead by that marriage. Some reports also
contain notes about the birth that did not pertain to the vital statistics, such as time of delivery, duration
of delivery, complications and if forceps were used. Sadly, there are also reports of still-births included in
the archive, nineteen in total. Some have cause of death indicated while some causes were marked unknown. The first Record of Birth in the
collection is from October 26, 1912, Joseph Anthony Di Mino. The most recent is marked February 27, 1948, Antoinette Colicchio, daughter
of Angelo Colicchio, 59 and Carmela Crincoli, 40. The couple had three children at that time.
Gerardo also supplied other documents of interest, including Guidi’s naturalization certificate, his physician’s and surgeon’s certificate, and

his marriage license to Laura Retunno. She was a midwife in Ohio and both she and Guido were widowed before they were married on
November 16, 1908. They had five children together, Maria Louisa, Otto, Americo, Fides, and George. Laura had three children from her
previous marriage, Lucile, Vincent and Ann. Laura’s new career in Elizabeth was as the long-time secretary to School #3 Principal Mable

Holmes.
Doctor Guidi’s blindness in one eye

was caused by the effects of radiation
from a faulty medical apparatus. He
lost sight in the second eye in an
accident in his home. He continued in
his practice in spite of his lack of
vision for well over a dozen years. He
retired in 1948 at the age of 73. He
was honored by the Medical Society of
New Jersey in 1949. The testimonial
praised him as a humanitarian, stating,
“He exemplifies the true doctor whose
life’s mission is not a means to an end
but rather is an end itself.”
His accomplishments as a baby

birthing blind physician gained
notoriety outside the community when
Ripley’s Believe It Or Not featured
Doctor Guidi in one of its syndicated
cartoons that, at the peak of its
popularity, was read daily by about 80
million readers. 
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(above, l-r) Doctor Guidi’s
grandson Gerardo Caprario
preserved his grandfather’s
records.

(above and left) Dr. Guido M. Guidi and some sample records of
births from his career as an obstetrician. Copies of all his birth
records can be found on-line at www.RennaMedia.com
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I’m writing this on
 Thanksgiving and

as I look at my gro
wing family, I know

what I am most th
ankful for. I think a

bout

the family member
s who have passed

away. Keeping the
m in mind, means

 just

as much. They are
 here in our memo

ries and in the stor
ies

we share about the
m. My grandchildr

en will get to know

my parents throug
h these stories and

 photos.

We lost some clos
e friends recently a

nd their families

will be gathering fo
r the first time for 

Thanksgiving

without their loved
 one. Holidays are 

difficult for those

who are in mourni
ng and as Christm

as approaches, my

thoughts are with 
them also.  

As sad as it is that
 my friends and lo

ved ones are gone

I am thankful that 
they were a part of

 my life for so long
.

Family and friends
 are really the only

 things that matter
. I

realize that very fe
w were taught this

 and consider othe
r

stuff more importa
nt. They have no s

ence of “Home” or

“Family”. It is why
 I am thankful for m

y parents and for

growing up in the 
Burg. 

God bless,

John Sacco, Presi
dent 
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Hi Joe,
My Aunt grew up in that area and was familiar with some

of the people in your October issue. She is now 91-years-old
and she thoroughly enjoyed reading it. We live in Texas and I
would love to make it possible for her to receive this on a
continuous basis.
Thank you and God Bless,
Tina Casano
El Paso Texas

Dear Joe,
Many thanks for the October 2014 issue of the Peterstown

Newspaper. I really appreciate it and enjoyed reading the
articles. My favorite was MY OPINION, which tells me
what kind of person you are, You're to be commended.  Keep
it up. Your Catholic Values are important to you and to your
readers.
May I continue to be on your mailing List? I assure you,

the bills will be paid by my prayers and those of the Sisters, as
we pray for our Past Pupils everyday.
God bless you.
Your friend, and former Principal.
Sister Domenica, FMA

Dear Joe,
I was reading the October 2014 copy of the Peterstown

News, I check it out occasionally because a lot of my family
lived in Peterstown when I was a little girl growing up in
Elizabeth. My grandparents lived at 210 John Street. 
I read that Albert Parinella is looking for cousins to try to

piece together his family history and saw the picture of my
Uncle Johnny and Aunt Mary, Al’s parents. My
grandmother, Fillippa Grillo, lived across the street from her
sister Rose. John’s father was their brother.  My grandmother,
Fillippa, had 10 children but only my Aunt Carmela is left.
She is 96-years-old and has short term memory loss but she
supposedly remembers a lot from her childhood. 
My mom's maiden name was Grillo her married name was

Gassera. 
Thank you for connecting me with Albert. I can tell him

the little bit I know. Also thank you for connecting me with
my cousin Phyllis. I remember her and her kids very well. Her
parents used to come to see my mom quite often. He was my
favorite uncle.Thank you for your help. I'm glad I saw the
article it could be fun learning about my grandmother's side of
the family.
Sincerely, 
Theresa Gassera-Stokes
Willow Grove, Pa. 

Dear Joe,
Thank you for publishing the wedding portrait of John and

Ninfa Grillo in the October 2014 issue of your Peterstown
newspaper. I thought we would never find any descendants of
their’s, but your newspaper did. I am happy to have found
cousins from my mother’s side of the family. I feel that portrait
belongs with their children and grandchildren.
Thank you also for publishing that beautiful article about

my family’s history. The photos also capture the beauty in the
story you wrote. Because of this article I have now spoken to
Phyllis (Grillo) Lindquist, the daughter of John and Ninfa
Grillo. 
My wife Jeannette also received a call from Joyce (Petrillo)

Sutera who was in our wedding party 54 years ago. She lived
next door to my wife Jeannette. I also received another call
from Cape Coral Florida from a childhood friend, Vince
Tallo, who lived on Amity Street also.
Your newspaper travels news a long distance.
You are to Peterstown what Ken Burns is to PBS Channel

13 with his documentary reports.
Thanks again.
Jeannette & Albert (Bob) Parrinello
Elizabeth, NJ

Hi Joe,
Just finished reading my October 2014 edition of the

Peterstown newspaper with an article about Albert Parrinello
looking for relatives.  
John Grillo and his wife, Ninfa, lived right across the street

from me on Palmer Street. I lived in that house for 29 years
and they were there before I was born and after I moved out.
The address was 28 Palmer Street. Directly across from me
was the Nigro family at 30 and I was at 29 Palmer Street.
John and Ninfa had two daughters, a little older than me,
Phyllis and Maryann. 
Dot Daley Chillemi 
Toms River, NJ
PS. Thanks for the invite to meet with the Parrinellos and

Phyllis Grillo, but I don't think I'll be able to make it. Hope
your meeting will be informative and please tell Phyllis that I
send my regards. Tell her "Dorothy, the Di Bella's
granddaughter".  Hopefully, she will remember me.  I lived
there since I was born. Again, thanks.

The Peterstown Book is in stock!
ORDER YOUR’S TODAY FOR CHRISTMAS GIFT GIVING

SHIPPING IS FREE - CALL JOE 908-447-1295
details on Page 3

Hi Joe,
Here is a picture of my

parents, Vito and Evelyn
Festa, from their 50th
anniversary. They were
married in Newark on
November 25, 1950
during the great storm.
They just celebrated their
64th wedding anniversary. 
My father was born in

1925 in Elizabeth and
grew up in Peterstown on
the corner of Forth Avenue and Spenser Street. He continued
living there after he married my mom along with my brothers
and sisters, Diane, Vito, Michael, the twins (Anthony and
Patrick), until 1964 when they moved to North End. They
live in Toms River now.
Thanks for including this in the Peterstown Newspaper. I

love all the nostalgia, even though I never lived in Peterstown.
I was born after they moved to North End. I do remember
Peterstown though. I used to go to your house a lot with my
mother. Your mom and her were very close friends. 
Thank you,
Debby Festa 
Somerville, NJ
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On August 12, 1964, Elizabeth, New Jersey erupted
into a race riot. Today, 50 years later, we see riots in
Ferguson, Missouri. Like those in Ferguson, the riots in
1964 were a backlash from people protesting a police
killing, back then it was a 15 year old in Harlem. It was a
national issue with protests and riots happening in
several states. That hostility, like todays, co-existed in
contrast with other pop-culture events. 
The World’s Fair was in Queens in 1964, just a few

miles away from the Harlem uprising. And that was the
year President Johnson launched us into a war with
Vietnam while at home we enjoyed a “British Invasion”
featuring the Beatles. I can’t help but draw parallels
between the past and present. It seems that things will
never change. 
We are battling a worldwide attack of Muslim

extremists at the same time we are enjoying advances in
technology that improves our quality of life. What a
dichotomy, the most technically advanced civilization in
history challenged by the most primitive thinking
barbarians. 
Extremists have hijacked the Muslim religion for their

own self-serving purpose. The leaders are securing power
by controlling an ever-increasing army of desperate
followers, whose desperation is cultivated through
oppression and poverty, tactics used by dictators
throughout history. What makes the Muslim extremists
worse is that they apply sharia law to their societies
where it is ok, for instance, to publicly stone a woman to
death who is accused of adultery.
This worldwide dilemma is being played out on a

smaller scale in America. The civil rights organizations
are being high jacked by extremists. The minority
communities are not being served honestly by their
leadership. Racial agitators are using the poor and
desperate to create strife instead of promoting unity.
Instant celebrity comes to those who stoke the fire of
inequality, and it pays well. 
Ferguson is burning while equality has advanced right

up to and into the White House. The advances in race
relations have come a remarkably long way. Perfect? No.
Getting there? Yes. This is not good for those who trade
on adversity, including the media, community leaders,

Not for Nothing But...
Calling Muslim

extremists barbaric is an

insult to barbarians.

The Peterstown Book is the 100 year history of an
Italian-American neighborhood told through stories
about the people and families who lived there. The book
records the oral history in danger of being lost and
illustrates the traditions and customs of the community
through thousands of photos, hundreds of recipes, and
antidotes shared by residents past and present.

• 776 Oversized Pages
• Thousands of Photos
• Hundreds of Recipes

ORDER NOW!
- On line at PeterstownNJ.com

- By phone 908-418-5586

- Mail Check and form to:
Renna Media
202 Walnut Ave., 
Cranford, NJ 07016

- Email inquiries to:
info@rennamedia.com

Cent’Anni
The 100 year history 
of an Italian-American 
neighborhood

The
PETERSTOWN

Book

By Joe &Tina Renna

Number  of Books: ______

Total check/charge amount _____________

Credit Card: ___Visa ___MC ___Discover

Credit card number ___________________

Exp. date____/____( mm/yy ) Code______

Exact name as it appears on the credit card: 

Name ______________________________

Billing Address _______________________

___________________________________
(If shipping address is different from billing please supply both.)

Phone ______________________________

Email_______________________________

$45 + Sales Tax ($3.15 for NJ purchases only.)
Buy 5 and get 1 FREE
FREE Shipping

and the so-called civil rights activists; some are no more
than race baiters, rabble-rousers and opportunists. Like
the Muslim extremists they highjack good and worthy
causes for self serving results, causing more suffering to
the people they purport to help. 
I feel bad for the honest civil rights advocates who are

tangled in this Ferguson mess. They are on the wrong
side of this case and can’t admit it. We saw this in the
Tawana Brawley rape hoax also. There are plenty of
righteous causes to take up without having to
manufacture one. For now all the pundits and
spokespeople are enjoying their celebrity until a new
stage is set.
How some people can justify the violence in Ferguson

is beyond me. Arson and looting does not help any cause.
There are protests happening in New York City in the
wake of Ferguson in order to bring awareness to the issue
of police and minority relations after a man died while
being arrested for selling loose cigarettes. Engaging in
civil disobedience is a powerful tool for protestors, but I
must criticize when those actions harm innocent people.
Those protestors must also be willing to take
responsibility for their actions. They are deliberately
breaking the law and should cooperate in getting
arrested. The point is not just the action of civil
disobedience but the consequenses it brings. This puts
the protester into the very system they are hoping to
change. This is much more effective and yet non-violent. 
There are ills in society that have to be corrected. No

civilization has done more to even out inequality than
America.  Civil rights have been elevated in America
more than any other country in the world. Slavery,
womens rights, classism, and the like, have been staples
of every great empire. 
We need to recognize the greatness of our past leaders

that made this possible and continue on that path. The
so-called civil rights leaders don’t want equality. That
would put them out of business. Politicians and
community leaders work not to elevate those in poverty
but to grow their ranks. It is their best source of power.
There are no easy answers and no ultimate solutions

to combating evil in the world or the ills of society but at
the very least let’s not exacerbate them. 

STUFF YOUR STOCKING
WITH A PETERSTOWN HAT

Baseball Cap
$15 FREE

with
purchase
of Book

or

While supplies last.
So order soon!

See below
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ADVERTISERS’ INDEX
If you like the paper, please thank an advertiser. The

businesses that advertise in this paper make it possible to
print. You can show your appreciation for their support by
patronizing their business's. If they keep advertising, we
will keep printing.
Advertising starts at $60 for a business card size ad, up

to $600 for a full page. Anyone interested in placing an ad
can contact Tina Renna at (908) 5418-5586. 
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Roselle Seafood.................................................................10
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Torna Di Sorento ..............................................................11
Twin’s Masonry.................................................................12
Villani Bus Company ........................................................ 6
Weichert Realtors ............................................................. 7
Weltman Home Services .................................................. 5

Advertising in this 
and other 
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Reserve space in the next issue. 
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com

Our readers
make the best
customers for

your business.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Don’t miss an issue! Have Around About Peterstown

delivered to your home or office. 
Fill out the form below and mail it 
along with a check for $15.00 

for 1 year subscription (6 issues) payable to:
PETERSTOWN NEWSPAPER

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Name_____________________________________

Company__________________________________

Address ___________________________________

_________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________

Email: ____________________________________

GK Tax Service LLC
625 Elizabeth Avenue
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07206

(908) 289-1000
fax: 908-289-1001

Graciela “Grace” Ayudant
Email: gktaxservicellc@yahoo.com

• Registered Tax Return Preparer •
• Member of New Jersey Association of Public Accountants •
• Member of National Association of Tax Professionals •

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALIST
• Bookkeeping • Tax returns • Payroll 

• Sales Tax • Electronic Filing 
• New Business Registration
• Notary Public • Translations
• Worldwide Money Transfer
Year-round or Quarterly service

24 years experience     •     Se habla español

COMMUNITY
FINANCIAL SERVICES

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
149 E. St. George Ave., Roselle, NJ 07203

CFSFCU.com
908-245-1650

We cater to the working people 
in our community! 

“Better Banking All the Way Around”
BETTER Service, BETTER Checking, 

BETTER Savings and Certificate Rates:
No Monthly Account Fees. No Gimmicks.
At CFSFCU we offer full access to all financial services 
for a minimum balance of just $5.00.
Unlimited access to:
• ATM – 50,000 surcharge free ATM’s worldwide
through the “Allpoint” network.
• Online banking-Free.
• Electronic billpayer - 24 hour access and unlimited
transactions per month.
• Auto-phone - 24 hour access and unlimited transac-
tions per month.
• Free checking account-no monthly fees.
• High Yielding Savings, IRA and Certificates insured
up to $250,000 by the NCUA.

Loan: First Mortgage, Home Equity, Personal,
Student, Overdraft Protection, Auto, Boat, Credit 
Card-classic-Gold (rewards) and Platinum (rewards).

CHECK OUT OUR VISA INTRODUCTORY OFFER
5.99% FOR SIX MONTHS*

*subject to credit approval-restrictions may apply.

ELIZABETH FIREFIGHTERS GIVE THANKS AND
DONATIONS TO COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

The Elizabeth Firemen’s Mutual Benevolent
Association of New Jersey, Branch No. 9, Inc. (FMBA
Local 9), partnered with local community organizations
this Thanksgiving holiday to help feed those less
fortunate in the City of Elizabeth with turkeys and hams.
“It is not about Elizabeth firefighters being able to help
hundreds of Elizabeth residents on this single holiday,
but the fact that these organizations help thousands of
Elizabeth families throughout the year,” said David
Bialas, Local 9 Vice President.
This year FMBA Local 9 donated turkeys and hams

to Missionaries on a Mission and St. Joseph Social
Service Center. Missionaries on a Mission are based out
of the New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church on E.
Jersey St. and are headed by President Missionary Cerise
Simmons. This year their goal was to distribute over 200
Thanksgiving food baskets.
The St. Joseph Social Service Center is located on

Division St. and is under the direction of the renowned
Sister Jacinta Fernandes, OSB. “Sister Jacinta is a staple
of the Elizabeth community and has helped countless
residents during her years of service,” said President
Michael Guarino Jr. He continued, “Her soft voice yet
charismatic activism accompanied by her selflessness is
an inspiration to all of our members as we carry out our
civic mission.”
In addition to making contributions of food, Local 9

cooked and donated turkeys to the Salvation Army
Elizabeth Temple’s turkey meals. President Guarino
stated, “This has become a yearly tradition for our
organization and our members always enjoy meeting the
staff who graciously donate their time preparing for an
event that helps so many citizens.” FMBA Local 9 will
also be donating turkey dinners to the St. Patrick’s

Church soup kitchen on Thanksgiving Day.
“The City of Elizabeth is lucky to have these

organizations in our community and as Thanksgiving
starts the holiday season we ask that you remember them
and their missions come Christmas and the New Year,”
urged Vice President. 

(above, l-r) Making donations at St. Joseph Social
Service Center Firefighter James Yelverton; Captain
William Feehan; Sister Jacinta Fernandes, OSB; FMBA
Local 9 Vice President David Bialas; FMBA Local 9
President Michael Guarino Jr.

WHERE TO DONATE
Missionaries on a Mission
New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
856 E Jersey Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey 07201
Phone (908) 527-9115

St. Joseph Social Service Center
118 Division Street, Elizabeth, NJ 0720
Phone: 908-353-1045
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Our Lady of Guadalupe is proud to announce that the
Academy took First Place honors at the Union County
Catholic League of Forensics competition held at St.
Theresa's School in Kenilworth.
There were six schools that participated including St.

Joseph's in Roselle, St. Theresa's in Kenilworth, St. John
the Apostle in Clark, St. Bartholomew's in Scotch
Plains, St. James in Springfield as well as Our Lady of
Guadalupe Academy.
This was the first time that the Academy participated

in the Forensics competition and are very proud of Imani
Jackson, an eighth grader who came in First Place. 

(above, back, l-r) Nazia Fenelus, Carlos Arias, 
Imani Jackson, Genesis Quinones, Marisol Rodrigues, 
Brian Campos, (front, l-r) Evan Morales, Mia Mazza,

and Julia Santiago. Absent but also a member 
of the Forensics Team is Garbhaelle Saint-Victor.

(above) OLGA students celebrate with their dictionaries, 
gifted by Elizabeth Rotary Club.

(above, l-r) Mr. Ken Richuso, Deacon Joe, Eighth Graders, Garbhaelle Saint-Victor, Beautiful Prince, 
Angus Gonzalez, Jaylen Rose, Monique Audige and Brian Campos standing in the truck.

OLGA STUDENTS TAKE
FIRST IN FORENSICS

OLGA IS AN ASSET TO THE COMMUNITY

Not for Nothing But...
I used my dictionary 

to look up 

the word Google.

The students from Our Lady of Guadalupe Academy
in Elizabeth, NJ held their annual Thanksgiving Food
Drive led by the school’s Early Act Club. All the students
from the Academy have spent the month of November
collecting canned goods, blankets, turkeys and other

items in an effort to make a contribution to those less
fortunate. With help from the Elizabeth Rotary Club, who
purchased the turkeys, the students provided dozens of
Thanksgiving dinners to St. Joseph’s Social Service
Center as well as needy families in the neighborhood. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Academy provides a Catholic education from k-8. It is located at 227 Centre Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202.
Call to inquire about opportunities to support its mission in the way of donations 908-352-7419. Visit www.olgaacademy.org



ROTARY CLUB SALE OF LITHOGRAPH DEPICTING HISTORIC 
PETERSTOWN MARKET WILL BENEFIT EHS SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Dec 14

6

732-636-6677
1256 St. Georges Avenue, Avenel, NJ 07001

Missing teeth?   Make your smile complete!
A missing tooth is no laughing matter. We make getting 

implants easy and inexpensive. From a single tooth to 
several teeth, a complete smile is just a phone call away.

We work with all dental insurance plans.

908-276-4116
Arthur F Haliczer, DDS

108 N. Union Avenue • Cranford, NJ 07016
Member of Cranford Business Alliance.org

www.arthurfhaliczerdds.com

SPECIAL OFFERS FOR NEW PATIENTS
• FREE Implant Consultation
• Dental Implant: $1,150 (reg. price $2,150)
When abutment and crown are done at the same time. 
• Exam & Oral Cancer Screening
Digital X-Ray, Cleaning: $99*

Mention this ad. 
*Unless gum disease is present.

Se habla
español

Richard A. Lewis, DMD
120 Elmora Avenue v Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Complete dental examination & treatment

• Dental cleanings • Fillings • Root canal treatment

• Full and partial removable dentures

• Crowns Fixed • Bridges • Implant restoration

Adults and Children Welcome

Call today 908-352-1558
www.elmoradentistry.com

Nicolas W. Cicchetti, D.M.D.
Haleh Kossari, D.M.D.

Family Dentistry
Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

18 East Westfield Ave.
Roselle Park, NJ 07204

(908) 245-9463
Fax: (908) 245-0969

cicchettidmd.dentistryonline.com

FRANK A. PATERNOSTRO, D.M.D.

230 West Jersey Street
Office Hours Suite 310, Elizabeth, NJ
By Appointment 908-353-2316

Se Habla Español
Parla Italiano
Fala-Se Portugues

(908) 353-6653
Fax: (908) 353-7340

Free Parking & Delivery

851 Elizabeth Ave. (Corner Smith St) Elizabeth, NJ 07201-2755

All Prescription Plans Gladly Accepted

Naren (Nick) Yasa - Pharmacist

JERSEY UNIFORM
Industrial Wear
NEW & USED UNIFORMS

We Do Embroidery & Silkscreening

Bob Barraco, Proprietor
908-862-7737     Fax: 908-862-2877
918 South Wood Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036

50 Years
In Business

VILLANI BUS COMPANY

Buses for all occasions
ECONOMICAL • COMFORTABLE • SAFE

908-862-3333
811 E. Linden Ave. •  Linden, NJ 07036

1920-2009 “Serving the Public for 90 Years”

Dee Villani President

Elizabeth Yellow Cab
24 Hours

7 Days a Week
• Door to Door Service
• Local and Long distance
• Transportation to Airports
• Commercial Centers, 
Night Clubs, 
Casinos, Etc.
• Clean Late 
Model Cars

• Door to Door Service
• Local and Long distance
• Transportation to Airports
• Commercial Centers, 
Night Clubs, 
Casinos, Etc.
• Clean Late 
Model Cars

Tels: (908) 354-4444 • (908) 354-0350

With the recent discovery of several copies of “The Elizabeth Market”
lithograph, here’s your chance to finally own a long sought after piece of
Elizabeth History! Part of the beloved “Elizabeth Treasures of the Past” series,
these lithographs were commissioned over 30 years ago by the Rotary Club of
Elizabeth and sold in limited numbers to help establish a scholarship granting
organization that’s known today as the Albert & Louise Davis Scholarship Fund.
These colorful depictions of Elizabeth created by the late artist Frank

McGinley, now adorn office suites and homes throughout our area and were
cherished by many who remember Elizabeth “back then”. A limited run of only
500 copies were made of each lithograph.
The “Elizabeth Market” lithograph recreates the open air fruit, produce,

seafood and meat markets that stood on Elizabeth Avenue. Set in 1930, the scene
shows vendors working on cobblestone-lined streets among a number of
recognizable buildings that still stand today. The market occupied the northern
portion of the Peterstown Neighborhood which was the home to many of its
vendors. 
These numbered and hand signed lithographs will make perfect gifts for

anyone looking to bring a touch of old time Elizabeth to their home or office. 
The cost is $95.00.  All proceeds will go to Davis Scholarship fund which

since 1986 has granted $465,000 in scholarships to 311 Elizabeth High School
students.
Supplies are extremely limited, so please reserve your copy today by calling

Bill Mealia at (908) 352 7300. 
(above) Numbered Lithograph of “The Elizabeth Market - Circa 1930” 

by artist Frank McGinley, for sale by the Elizabeth Rotary Club.
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Kathleen Gwaldis
27 Years of Experience

cell: (908) 400-8409

Realtor Associate - Weichert President’s Club
185 Elm Street, Westfield NJ, 07090
Office: (908) 654-6560, x 162

Elizabeth Real Estate Specialist
FREE MARKET ANALYSIS

Jersey Diagnostic Imaging offers the following exams. • Digital Mammography 
• Digital X-Ray • Ultrasound • Bone Density (DEXA) • EKG • Echocardiogram

• No Appointments Necessary
• On-site Radiologist

• Most insurances accepted
• Open 6 days a week

(908) 241-5222
www.JerseyDiagnosticImaging.com

OCTOBER IS BREAST CANCER 
AWARENESS MONTH. 

Early detection is the best 
detection. Call today to 

schedule your mammogram.

929 N. Wood Ave., Linden, NJ (Across from Walgreens)

ELIZABETH CHIROPRACTIC
& REHABILITATION, P.A.

Sokratis G. Dragonas, D.C.
Ernesto J. Marticorena, D.C.

Tel: (908) 355-3358
Fax: (908) 355-6614

560 Newark Ave., Elizabeth, NJ 07208

DR. NICHOLAS F. PALMIERI
Chiropractic Physician

Chiropractic Care
Sports Medicine Services

(908) 925-0030
1711 North Wood Avenue,

Linden, NJ 07036

CranfordBistro.com PARTIES & CATERING AVAILABLE  

10 SOUTH AVE, CRANFORD, NJ 07016  (908) 497-1990

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY.
Accepting reservations for 

Christmas Eve
New Year’s Eve

BYOB

GETTING TOGETHER
TO TALK ABOUT
PETERSTOWN

the public is invited to attend a book discussion

UNION COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MONTHLY MEETING

GUEST SPEAKER JOE RENNA
Author of The Peterstown Book

SUNDAY, DEC 14, 2014
2:00 pm

- CRANFORD -
HANSON HOUSE 

Home of the Cranford Historical Society

38 Springfield Ave • Cranford, NJ

(908) 276-0082

ELIZABETH  LIBRARY HOSTED PETERSTOWN BOOK DISCUSSION
Thanks goes out to Elizabeth Public Library Director

Mary Faith Chimiel and her staff for hosting a book
discussion for The Peterstown Book on November 3rd.
Refreshments and snacks were served and a lively

discussion took place. 

Next event will be Sunday, December 14th at 2:00 pm
at the Hanson House located at 38 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, NJ, hosted by the Union County Historical
Society. Any organization that would ike ot host a
discussion can call Joe Renna at 908-447-1295. 
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(above) Wedding photo of Ninfa and John Grillo from
September 3, 1933 that appeared in the October 2014
issue of the Peterstown newspaper.

PARRINELLO AND GRILLO COUSINS MEET
Albert (Bob) Parrinello and his wife Jeanette were on

a mission to find out more about Albert’s family history.
He had just a few clues to go help him, one of which was
the wedding photo of John and Ninfa Grillo taken on
September 3, 1933. He suspected that the woman in the
photo was his father’s first cousin. He thought that if
someone knew John and Ninfa they could provide him
with the information needed to find his cousins.
Albert submitted the photo to the Peterstown

Newspaper for publication in the October 2014 edition

in hopes someone from the community would recognize
the couple and reach out to him. He thought it was a
long shot, but worth a try.
It turned out not to be a long shot at all. Phyllis

(Grillo) Lindquist contacted Joe Renna, the publisher of
the newspaper, via email to explain that John and Ninfa
were her parents. Albert, who doesn’t do email, arranged
to meet Phyllis at Joe’s home so she could bring photos
and go over some family history for a follow up story.
Phyllis has one sister, Mary Ann Luciani.
Another of Albert’s cousins contacted the newspaper

also. Theresa Gassera-Stokes also saw the photo and
wrote to say that John and Ninfa were her aunt and
uncle. Her mother was Francis, John’s sister. As it turns
out, Albert can expect quite a few contacts to be made.
Phyllis explained that John was one of ten children and
that there are thirty-four first cousins including Theresa
who is one of five.
Technically Albert and Phyllis are second cousins.

Albert’s father, Giovanni Battista Parrinello and Phyllis’s
father Giovanni Battista Grillo were first cousins.
Phyllis brought along family records to the meet-up
including her father’s birth certificate that listed his
mother’s maiden name as Filippa Parrinello, the sister of
Albert’s grandfather. Filippa had a sister Rose who lived
across the street from her on Palmer Street, in the
Peterstown section of Elizabeth, NJ.
Albert’s father lived with Filippa (Parrinello) and her

husband Joseph Grillo upon arriving from Italy alone at
the age of 16. When that house got too crowed he
moved in with his aunt Rose who had only four children
compared with Filippa’s ten. Their names are Nicholas
Grillo, Frances Grillo Gassera, John Grillo, Virginia
Grillo Crincoli, Frank Grillo, Carmella Grillo Oskutis,
Victor Grillo, Rose Grillo, Baldasari (Sonny) Grillo, and
Anne Grillo. Only Carmella is still alive at 96-years-old.
Others have also reached out to share their memories

with Albert and Phyllis. As the contacts grow the Grillo
and Parrinello families promise to keep their connections
intact and will be sharing developments with their old
friends and old neighbors through the Peterstown
newspaper. 

(above) Ninfa and John Grillo in later years

(above) Filippa (Parrinello) Grillo,
with granddaughter Mary Ann Oskutos

(above) Joseph Grillo with grandson, 
Phyllis’s son, Stan Kozal.

(above) Frank and Nicholas Grillo

(left, l-r) 
Phyllis’s sister 
Mary Ann Luciani, 
Uncle Sonny Grillo, 
father John Grillo, 
son Stan Kozal, 
mother Ninfa 
and Phyllis. 
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(above, l-r) Albert and Jeanette Parrinello met with
Albert’s second cousin Phyllis Lindquest to learn about
his family’s history. Phyllis brought along family photos
and records to show Albert.

(left, l-r) John Grillo’s birth certificate 
and John and Ninfa’s Marriage Certificate.

(below, l-r) Death certificates for John and Ninfa Grillo.

Phyllis Lindquest supplied copies of her parent’s vital
records including her father’s birth certificate from
December 9, 1909, their marriage certificate from St.
Anthony’s Church from September 3, 1933, and both
their death certificates. Ninfa was born February 6, 1910.
John and Ninfa Grillo were both 93 years old when

BELLA
GINA’S
ITALIAN DELI
Where you are treated like family

Gina And Anthony Garofalo

Catering • Café
908-925-6868
Fax 908-925-5736

BLOCKBUSTER PLAZA
1025 W. St. Georges Ave. • Linden, NJ

ItAlIAN & SPANISh CuISINE
908.486.6110

LUNCH & DINNER • LUNCH SPECIALS AND HAPPY HOUR
Open 7 days – Outdoor dining on patio

2048 E. Saint Georges Avenue • linden, NJ 07036
Fax: 908.486.6112

Catering Available For Any Occasion
Private Party room with a view! 

For up to 30 peoples.

they passed away just five months apart in 2003. They
would have been married 70 years. They had ten
children, 34 grandchildren and countless great and great-
great grandchildren. 
Phyllis’s cousin John Parrinello lit a spark to find out

who they all are. Maybe one day he will. 
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FRESH AND FRIED SEAFOOD
Serving New Jersey for Over 30 Years

Hours of Operation:
Mon. - Wen.- Sat: 8:30 a.m.–6:30 p.m.

Thur. - Fri.: 8:30 a.m.–7:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday

Like us on Facebook for exclusive deals
(908) 241-5990

111 W. 2nd Ave.• Roselle, NJ
www.roselleseafoodmarket.com

Place
Your

Holiday
Orders 
Early!

Recipes
Submitted by Jeannette Parrinello

Butternut Ball Cookies
INGREDIENTS
2 1/2 cups flour
1/4 teaspoon salt
1 cup butter (1/2 pound) softened
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1 cup chopped walnuts
3/4 cups confectioner’s sugar 
(for use after cookies are baked)

PREPARATION
1) In large missing bowl combine all ingredients except
walnuts and confectioner’s sugar. 

2) Mix thoroughly then add chopped walnuts. 
3) Shape rounded teaspoons of dough into balls the size
of a whole walnut.

4) Place on greased cookie sheet and bake at 400 degrees
for 10 to 12 minutes (be careful not to burn).

5) While still warm roll cookies in confections sugar.

Copies of
AROUND ABOUT 
PETERSTOWN
Always Available

Sesame Seed Cookies
INGREDIENTS
2 cups butter (1 pound)
1 cup sugar
4 eggs
1/4 cup milk
3 tablespoons vanilla extract
1 tablespoon anise extract
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
3 teaspoons baking powder
1/2 teaspoon salt
7 cups flour
PREPARATION (DOUGH)
1) Melt butter then add eggs, milk, vanilla and anise
extract. 

2) Add dry ingredients. 
3) Mix dough until easy to handle.
(COOKIES)
1) Put 1/2 pound sesame seeds in large fine strainer and 
run water through the seeds (seeds must be moist).

2) Form cookies by rolling dough into elongated balls 
(about 1 ½ inch long).

3) Roll in moistened sesame seeds.
4) Place in ungreased (dry) cookie pans and bake at 375 
for 12 to 15 minutes (until lightly golden color).

5) Remove finished cookies from hot pans 
and place on wire cookie racks to cool.

Italian Pizzelles
INGREDIENTS
3 eggs beaten
¾ cup sugar
¾ cup unsalted butter (melted)
1 ½ - 2 cups flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1 teaspoon anise extract
PREPARATION
1) Add and beat ingredients together in order listed.
2) Use the smaller amount of flour for thinner pizzelles
and up to 2 cups flour for thicker pizzelles.

3) Drop batter by rounded spoonful onto center of
preheated pizzelle griddle.

4) Close lid and immediately lock handles together if
your machine has handle locking feature.

5) Allow to cook until steaming stops 
(about 30 to 60 seconds). Use your own judgment on
time with your pizzelle griddle.

6) Remove with fork and allow to cool on wire racks or
paper towels.

7) When ready to serve or display, dust with powdered
confectioner sugar. Early dusting of powdered sugar
may cause pizzelles to become softer and not as crisp.

To store them, place in an airtight container without
dusting of powdered sugar. Metal containers preferred.

INTERESTING TIDBIT ABOUT THE PARRINELLO AND GRILLO RELATIONSHIP
Albert Parrinello knew very little about his father’s

life growing up. He knew that his grandfather stayed in
Italy and that his father, John, came to America alone at
the age of 16 to live with Aunts. Albert never knew what
the aunts’ married names were until recently when he
explored a box of old photos left behind after his father
passed away. The names John and Ninfa Grillo were
written on one wedding photo and through that he was
able to locate their daughter Phyllis, his second cousin,
eighty years later.
Albert grew up in the North End section of Elizabeth,

New Jersey in a house his father bought when he first
married. John grew in the Peterstown section. John never
shared the details of his life growing up there and so
Albert never knew anything about who raised his dad or
that there were actual blood relatives his age, though
distant, acrosss town. 
Albert is married to Jeanette Cosenza, who was also

grew up in Elizabeth. She attended Battin High School
and began dating Albert during that time. Jeanette grew
up just behind the High School in as section known as
Pearl Oval, just acrosss the creek from Peterstown. 

She had three classmates in her graduating class of
1959 with the last name Grillo who she was friends with.
Naturally they knew Albert also. What was peculiar was
that they did not know the family history as it pertained
to them, Albert, and his father. 

(above) Albert Parrinello’s 
wife Jeannette

(above) Albert’s cousin
Darlene, Ann’s daughter

(above) Albert’s cousin
Gloria, Nicholas’ daughter

(above) Albert’s cousin
Mary Ann, John’s daughter

Albert’s father once hinted to Jeannette that her
friends are John’s cousins but wasn’t very clear, or
forthright about it. It wasn’t until Phyllis mapped out the
family tree and identified the classmates as being all
second cousins to Albert. 

(left) Jeanette made Italian Pizzelles for her and her husband’s meet-up with cousin Phyllis for the article for the
Peterstown Newspaper. She shared the recipes and two other cookie recipes with the readers of the newspaper. 



11

Dec 14

“A real brick oven produces a fabulous crust”
Since 1918

check us out at merchantcircle.com, keyword: Santillo’s

908-354-1887
WE DELIVER

639 So. Broad St. • Elizabeth, NJ
Al & lorraine Santillo, Proprietors

State-wide winner Inside Jersey Magazine, Aug. 2011
Critic’s Choice: Best Pizza New Jersey Monthly, Aug. 2010/2011

NOW OPEN

ON MONDAYS

&TUESDAYS

574 Second Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ
John’s Caffé Pizza & Caterers

Eat-In • Take-Out • Delivery

908.354.5260
Fax: 908.354.0085

www.johnscaffe.com
Find us on Facebook @Johns caffe
Mon - Thur: 9:30 am - 9:00 pm
Fri: 9:30 am - 10:00 pm
Sat: 10:30 am - 10:00 pm
Sunday Closed

q a u t

10% OFF any catering
bill of $200 or more.

Pinho’s
Bakery

1027 Chestnut Street • Roselle, NJ

908-245-4388
tuesday - Saturday    5am - 7pm

Sunday    5am - 6pm

MAGIC FOUNTAIN
ICE CREAM & GRILL
www.magicfountaingrill.com

Like us on Facebook!
Ice Cream, Salads, Subs, Paninis, 

Burrittos, Pizza & more.
300 Williamson St. • Elizabeth, NJ

(908) 351-3133
FREE DELIVERY

q a u  t

“A casual place with exquisite food.”
The house of the Parrillada del Patrõn and the Meat Entraña.
Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner.
Weekdays: 11 am to 2 am, Weekends: 11 am to 3 am

(908) 353-7113
1109 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

City Tavern and Restaurant

PRIVATE PARTIES

On & off Premise Catering . . . 
Customized to fit 
your personal needs. 

Party Room available up to 70 people!
OPEN 7 DAYS - Mon. - Thurs. 11:30 am to 10 pm WE DELIVER
Fri.  Sat. 11:30 am - 11 pm Sun. 12 noon - 9 pm Min. $10

q a u  t Corporate accounts welcome. B.Y.O.B.

Café Gallo
Pizzeria & Restaurant
908-756-4745          www.cafegallos.com
1153 Inman Avenue • Edison, NJ 08820

(Plenty of parking located in the North Side Plaza)

Authentic Italian Cuisine. 
Serving... Italian Specialities 

including Fresh Seafood, Steaks, Pastas, etc.
Specializing In Family Style Portions

Hours of operation:                        Happy hour 3-6
Wed, Thu & Sat: 1pm-2am, Fri 11:30am-2am, Sun 1pm-9pm

2258 Morris Avenue
Union New Jersey 07083

908-349-8411
www.TheRedCadillacNJ.com

Your favorite Mexican Joint, driven by your 
favorite Restauranteur, Joe Montes. Whether 
your looking for Killer Mexican Street Cuisine
or a Hip City Lounge to park for awhile with a
Cadillac Margarita or a Lobster Tail Fajita.

Follow us on 

AS SEEN IN THE NEW YORK TIMES!

DECONSTRUCTING AN OLD PHOTO
By Joe Renna

My sister Lorraine (Renna) Kelly came across an old
photo that included our mom, Millie Nigro, and three of
her siblings, Mary, Nancy and Joe. Our Uncle Mike was
missing from the photo. The photo was tagged with their
names along with two other girls named Mickey and
Marie, with no last names offered. Lorraine wanted to
solve the mystery of who the girls were.
Lorraine lives in Linden, New Jersey next door to our

Aunt Nancy (Nigro) Gersick who was just a few months
old in the photo dated 1933. She said Mickey’s last name
was Scanelli and though she remembered the other girl,
she did not recall her last name and thought she was
Mickey’s sister, but was not sure. They gave me the photo
to see if I can find out who the girls were.
My only lead was the name Scanelli. I know Charlie

Scanelli and he still frequents the Peterstown
Community Center in Elizabeth, and John Sacco’s
butcher shop for morning coffee. I’m a regular at Johnny’s
every Friday and sat with Charlie over coffee, and a
potato, egg, and hot pepper sandwich. 
I didn’t plan on meeting Charlie that day so I didn’t

have the photo with me. Anyway, Charlie didn’t need
the photo. I asked if he was related to Mickey. The
question started a description of Mickey and her family

that was in such detail that it seemed like he was talking
about something that happened just yesterday. 
It turns out that there was cause for Aunt Nancy to

be confused. Charlie says Mickey and Marie, his aunts,
were half sisters, though neither was named Scanelli.
Charlie Scanelli, Sr. married Mickey’s sister Rose and
Aunt Nancy had the two confused. Their maiden name
was actually Collala.  
Mickey’s married name is Kusspiel, Rose married

Charlie Scanelli, Sr. Their parents were Lucy and Rocky
Collala who had five children together, Rose, Mickey,
Yolonda, Nick and Freddie. It was after Rocky’s death
that the widowed Lucy married Sal Manetta. They
added five children to the brood, Genny, Rachel, Anita,
Sal and Marie, who appears in the photo.  
The families were close growing up just two doors

apart on Niles Street. The Manetta’s in number 408 on
Niles Street and the Nigro family occupying the house
on the corner on Fourth Avenue. My grandparents Joe
and Maria Liberta were godparents to Mickey.
Charlie could go on for a long time talking about the

neighborhood, remembering names, dates and events
vividly. Future articles based on the oral history that
Charlie has to offer are in the works. 

(above, top, l-r) Mickey (Collala) Kusspier, 
Maria Manetta, Carmella (Nigro) Renna, 
(bottom, l-r) Mary (Nigro) DeLorenzo, 

Nancy (Frances Nigro) Gersick, and Joe Nigro Jr. 

Mediterranean & Mexican Cuisine
Check website for special menus:

www.tequilasgrill.org
Catering for all occasions

908.965.1002
Private parking available Fax: 908-965-1003

Check website for special menu: www.tequilasgrill.org

824 Pearl Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07208 

Owned and operated (908) 351-4060
by the Savarese family Ample Parking
since 1987

TORNA A. SORRENTO
RISTORANTE

•
Cocktails - Lunch - Dinner

54 Westfield Ave. • Elizabeth, NJ 07208
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CLEVELAND AUTO & TIRE
Tel:  (908) 352-6355 Fax:  (908) 351-2753

third Avenue & loomis Street
Elizabeth, NJ  07206

J. DeSalvo

WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT

732-381-2646
Night Towing 732-496-1633

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up

24 HR Service

10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 2/28/15.

Late Model Foreign & American New & Used 
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission 
• Auto Glass • Computers 
• Tail Lights • Doors 
• Fenders • AC Compressors

bob & richie
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE
PROFESSIONAL AUTO SERVICE
675 Newark Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ
Inspections $19.95 & up • Emission Repair

908-289-9797
American owned and operated

25% OFF LABOR
With this ad. Expires 2/15/15.

908-233-7078
Fax: 908-233-7075

www.tgbasile.com
236 Summit Road • Mountainside

• Brick and Blockwork
• Concrete Work
• Foundations
• Steps  
• Patios
• Walkways
• Retaining Walls

Free
Estimates

HOLLYWOOD
CARPET AND FLOORING

• Carpet • Hardwood • Vinyl • Ceramic • Resilient •
Over 13 years 
of experience

We speak English, Italian and Spanish.

Warehouse Prices • All Major Brands
Residential • Commercial

908-353-3500 Fully insured
631 Fourth Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07202    Fax: 908-353-3505

FREE Estimates
Free Delivery In Elizabeth Area
10% Discount with this ad.

ARE
STILL
HERE

SCHOOL UNIFORMS
OPEN 5 DAYS MONDAY THRU FRIDAY

8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
NEW MERCHANDISE ARRIVES DAILY

BLOWOUT SALE!

PADDOCK CLOTHING OUTLET STORE
5 Paddock Street, Avenel, NJ

(Right off Rahway Ave.)

CHILDREN, WOMEN,
MEN’S CLOTHES
from .99¢ to $9.99

------------------------Coupon------------------------
25% OFF ANY ONE ITEM

May not be combined with any other offer.
One coupon per customer. Expiration 2/15/15.   OT103114

UNICO DINNER DANCE HONORS 
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR ONOFRIO VITULLO

Ms. Ann Allen Johnson of Emmaus, PA, formerly of
Bloomsbury, NJ and Mr. Richard Johnson of Morrisville,
PA are pleased to announce the engagement of their
daughter, Elizabeth A. Johnson to Richard C. Bello, son
of Mr. & Mrs. Rich and Vita Bello of Bloomsbury, NJ
formerly of Elizabeth, NJ. Elizabeth is the granddaughter
of Mr. George E. Allen Jr. and the late Mrs. Jeanne Marie
Schatzman Allen of Bloomsbury, NJ. Elizabeth is a
graduate of New York University with a Masters Degree
in Publishing, and Shippensburg University with a
Bachelors Degree in Communications/Journalism. She is
employed at Wiley in Hoboken. Richard is a graduate of
Seton Hall University and holds a Masters Degree in
Strategic Communications and a Bachelors Degree in
Business Administration/Sport Management/Marketing.
He is employed as the Director of Team Business
Development with the ECHL in Princeton. A fall 2015
wedding is being planned and will be officiated at the
Church of the Annunciation in Bloomsbury. 

JOHNSON - BELLO

(above, l-r) Richard Bello and Elizabeth Johnson

(above) Photos of Elizabeth UNICO Awards Dinner
from Sunday, October 19, 2014 honoring their Citizen
of the year Onofrio Vitullo, Director of the Elizabeth
Fire Department. 

Photo from this and other events can
be viewed, shared, & downloaded 
on-line at RennaMedia.com



As a proud resident of Peterstown, it has been my pleasure to have serviced the community’s car
and truck buying needs. Together with Richard Lucas of  Richard Lucas Chevrolet & Subaru, 
we have been satisfying area residents for many years. With the excellent reputation 
of the Lucas family, we promise to keep you a very satisfied customer for many years to come. 

Thank you,
Angelo Strazzella

RICHARD LUCAS
CHEVROLET SUBARU 
732-694-3848

1077 US - 1  •  Avenel, NJ 07001

Happy Holidays!

THERE SHE IS MISS ITALIA
Clarissa Marchese of Ribera Sicily was crowned 2014

Miss Italia. It was a cause to celebrate for the Peterstown
community of Elizabeth, New Jersey where her
grandmother, Carmela “Mela” Fidanza, grew up and her
mother Marisa was born and raised. 
Mela moved back to Italy as a widow with her daughter

Marisa. Clarissa, age 20, was born in Sciacca, in the
province of Agrigento and grew up in Ribera. The long
distance relationship between family members here and
abroad has always been strong. The two sides would take
turns visiting one another. Clarissa has already spent time
in America visiting prior to her official visit as Miss Italia. 
One cousin that Clarissa has close ties with is Cristina

Guarraci who lives on Clark, New Jersey. They are
actually second cousins once removed, meaning Clarissa’s
great-grandmother Maria, married to Giuseppe Scaturro,
was sisters with Cristina’s grandmother Giroloma, who
was married to Amedeo Guarraci. This made Clarissa’s
grandmother, Mela and Cristina’s father’s Tony, with wife
Maria, first cousins. Cristina and Clarissa’s parents Pippo
and Marisa Marchese are second cousins. 
Mela has two daughters, Marisa and Anna Maria. She

has a brother Paul Scaturro who lives in Rahway, New
Jersey. Paul is an active member of the Ribera Club in
Peterstown. The club took the lead in hosting the newly
crowned Miss Italia during her international tour. 
Clarissa spent five days in the area, visiting New York

City and making appearances at hospitals, visiting
veterans and charitable organizations. She also attended
receptions at the Ribera Cultural Center and the
Peterstown Community Center. The Ribera Club, joined
by other Italian-American organizations held a gala on
December 8, 2014 honoring Miss Italia at the Renaissance
Hotel in Elizabeth. Cristina is a hair stylist and make up
artist and prepared Clarissa for the gala.
Cristina and Clarissa would spend much of their time

together when the families visited. Some visits lasted
weeks other months. In 2012 Clarissa spent a month in
America celebrating her eighteenth birthday staying with
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several cousins in the Guarraci, Sortizza, Scatorro, and
Hutnik families. Cristina made a two week long visit to
Italy in August 2014 just as Clarissa was preparing to
compete in the Miss Italia Pageant. 
The five-day whirlwind visit was exciting for Clarissa

and many of the folks who got to meet her, especially
friends of the family who knew Clarissa for many years. 

(right) Miss Italia Clarissa Marchese 
making an appearance 
in Elizabeth. Hair 
and make up was done 
by her cousin 
Cristina Guarraci.

(above, r-l) Cristina Guarraci, Miss Italia Clarissa
Marchese and Cristina’s brother Anthony 

at a December 8, 2014 gala held in Elizabeth.

(above, r-l) A selfie taken by Cristina Guarraci off the
ceiling of an elevator with Miss Italia Clarissa Marchese

and her parents Pippo and Marisa Marchese.

Cristina is a 
freelance stylist 
for wedding and 
special events, 
can be reached 
via email at
Cguarraci@
yahoo.com 
or by calling 
732 259 0301 
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Since 1865

Family owned and operated.
THOMAS R. DREW, JR.
ALAN G. DREW
732-388-4396

16 INMAN AVE. • COLONIA, NJ 07067-1802
(Across from St. Gertrude Cemetery)
Monuments • Headstones • Markers

Granite - Bronze Cemetery Lettering
WE ERECT PRIVATE FAMILY MAUSOLEUMS

Memorial Craftsmen 

CORSENTINO
Home for Funerals
Carl C. Corsentino, Manager

NJ Lic. No. 2548

908-351-9595
620 Second Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

Petruccelli
Funeral Home

Family owned and operated for over 100 years!

Marie E. Belmont Baio
Manager, NJ Lic. No 3866

908-352-8167 • 908-352-0299
232 Christine Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Free Inspection & Constultation

908-233-7078
Fax: 908-233-7075

www.tgbasile.com
236 Summit Road • Mountainside

• Basement Waterproofing
• Exterior Waterproofing
• Sump Pump Installation
• Foundation Repair
• Water Damage Repair
• Mold & Mildew Prevention

We Accept: CASH
w y [ t 

and Personal Checks

CELEBRATING OUR 65TH YEAR

JACOBSON’S
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY

725 RAHWAY AVE - ELIZABETH
908-354-8533

Open Mon. & Thurs. 10 am 'Til 8 pm; 
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10 am 'Til 6pm;

Open Saturday 10 am 'Til 5 pm; closed Sundays 

We carry a full selection of 
gas grills, refrigerators, washers, 

dryers, ranges, dishwashers, 
big screen TV’s and bedding.

FREE DELIVERY
SAVE MORE WITH ONLY
3 1/2% SALES TAX

$25 OFF FOR READERS
OF PETERSTOWN NEWSPAPER

One per customer. Can not be combined with any other offer. 
Minimum purchase of $299.00. must present this coupon 

at time of purchase. Offer Expires 2/16/15.

An Elizabeth 
Tradition

since 1949.

Heart is what drives most artistic souls, and so
determines their fate. That’s pretty much how Angela
Renna Teixeira ended up working as a painter and
ceramic artist, using her skills and vision to feed another
passion, animal rescue.
She is a dog lover with an insatiable obsession for

funny little short dogs. She has three pugs of her own but
also keeps others in her home, as she and her husband,
Paul, volunteer as a foster home for dogs in rescue that
are waiting to be adopted.
The dogs are Angela’s muses. Their clown-like natures

and expressive faces became the subject of her paintings
and clay creations. There was a growing interest in her
art from other dog lovers and so Angela started to sell her
work through the internet. Every piece she makes is
listed for sale through eBay’s Giving Works, where a
percentage of all sales go directly to non-profit,
volunteer-based (mostly), dog rescue groups.
Before she added a full pottery and art studio to her

home, she worked for many years as a dog portrait artist,

and still enjoys a long career in graphic design as an art
director in the publishing industry. 
Angela fostered her interest in art while attending the

Elizabeth public school system enrolled in the gifted and
talented program. She had excellent commercial and fine
art teachers who encouraged young artists like herself to
work with their strengths. Angela credits the system and
her teachers and says “It was a gift, without which I don’t
know where I’d be today. Thankfully, my early life in
Elizabeth, NJ handed me the opportunity to find out the
kind of person I really am.”
Angela is driven to the core by passion, kindness,

humor, and art with good intentions. She went on to
earn a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the School of
Visual Arts after graduating Elizabeth High School, Class
of ‘89.
Angela’s family moved to Union, where her mom, also

named Angela, still lives. Both Elizabeth and Union are
still very much a part of her life and what shapes her
sensibilities.  

THE A.R.T. OF RESCUE

WEBSITES:
www.ArtofRescue.com

facebook.com/ArtofRescue
www.theartunleashed.com

CONTACT:
Angela@artofrescue.com

(right) 
Angela Renna 

with her daughter 
and  namesake 
Angela Renna

Teixeria.

(below, l-r) 
siblings Paul 
(deceased), 

Angela
and Nick Renna.

(below) Dog portrait paintings

(left and below) 
Dog themed pottery

(above) Angela in her home studio with Jingles, a
rescue pug, wearing one of her many outfits. Yes, pugs
are very fashion conscience. 

Not for Nothing But...
I once painted a pug 

in my pajamas.

• Carpentry    • Marble
• Granite     • Ceramic Tile

candelinokitchens.com
664 Summer St. • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

CANDELINO
KITCHENS
• Carpentry    • Marble
• Granite     • Ceramic Tile

908-353-6094
candelinokitchens.com

664 Summer St. • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

(908) 354-2288 fax: (908) 354-4901
461 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ 07206

www.apsplumbing.com

AMERICAN
Plumbing & Heating 

Supply Company



Dec 14

15RENNA MEDIA NAMED 2014
SMALL BUSINESS OF THE YEAR BY THE 

GATEWAY REGIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
The Gateway Regional Chamber of Commerce is the

largest business association in the New York
Metropolitan arena with about 1,200 members. The
group’s long history dates back to 1911 when it was
founded as the Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce by John
D. Rockefeller and other New Jersey industrialists. Today
the Gateway Chamber serves as an umbrella organization
for a dozen regional and local chambers and networking
groups. 
Each year the Chamber selects three businesses as

their large, medium and small businesses of the year.
They have selected Renna Media as the small business of
the year for 2014. The honor of large company of the
year goes to Linden petroleum company Infineum USA
L.P. and Summit investment firm R Seelaus & Co. was
named as the medium company of the year. The Linden
Chamber of Commerce was named the Chamber of the
Year. 
Joe and Tina Renna were nominated and selected not

only for the success of their business but the community
service aspect of their business plan. Renna Media
publishes twelve community newspapers that are mailed
free to 58,000 homes and businesses on a monthly basis.
The focus of the newspapers is to support the community
service organizations in the towns that they publish in.
Non-profits can promote events at no charge. The
publications also recognizes individuals and businesses
that perform community service. The newspapers also
serve as a calendar of upcoming events for the town,
schools, and library.

Renna Media launched their newest publication
Cranford Monthly in January of 2014, it is mailed to
every home and business in town. It joins other Union
County publications in Clark, Linden, Rahway,
Kenilworth, Union; along with six newspapers in their
western zone, Warren, Watchung, Long Hill, Green
Brook, Dunellen, and North Plainfield.
Tina and Joe also publish Around About Peterstown

on a bi-monthly basis. This publication is less of a
business venture and more of a labor of love. The
Peterstown Newspaper attempts to record the oral history
of the Elizabeth neighborhood Joe grew up in. In
September of 2013 they published The Peterstown Book,
a one hundred year history of the Italian American
Neighborhood.
The biggest benefit to being a Gateway Chamber

member is networking. The smallest companies have
access to the largest. The Chamber hosts approximately
180 networking events a year. Prospective members are
invited to events also. If a business is a member of one
group then they are automatically a member of all groups.
The groups include:
Linden Chamber of Commerce
Clark Chamber of Commerce
Kenilworth Chamber of Commerce
Warren Chamber of Commerce
Somerset Hills Business Network
Irish Business Association
Association of Women in Business
Workforce Education Committee 

AWARDS DINNER:
Approximately 600 people from a broad range of

businesses attend the Gateway Regional Chamber of
Commerce annual awards dinner. This year’s will be held
on February 9, 2015 
from 6:00 pm to -9:00 pm
at the Newark Airport Marriott Hotel, 
1 Hotel Road, Newark, NJ

Anyone interested in attending or becoming a member 
can call Kate Conroy at 908-352-0900 
email kateconroy@gatewaychamber.com

or visit the website at www.gatewaychamber.com
for more information.

RENNA MEDIA FAMILY OF NEWSPAPERS 58,000 MAILED MONTHLY
Reserve space in the next issue. Call Tina today at 908-418-5586 or email info@rennamedia.com

(above, l-r) Joe and Tina Renna in their home office
looking over a copy of with The Peterstown Book.
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FREE UP YOUR DAY!!!
Drive in for a fast, friendly oil change, drop off your Laun-
dry & Dry Cleaning and get a quality hand car wash

All in less than 30 minutes.

908-353-4178             908-353-0418
1068-80 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

Open 7 days


