
Aunique characteristic of the Catholic Church is its devotion to Mary, the
mother of Jesus. In May, St. Anthony's Church celebrated her feast day with a

procession through the streets of Peterstown. The event brought together factions
of the neighborhood united by the consummate model of a mother's love.

St. Anthony's pastor, Fr. Patrick Angelucci, could not be more pleased with how the feast
of Mary Help of Christians unfolded. He acknowledged the work of all the parishioners,
individuals and businesses that volunteered and donated to the cause. He especially
recognized the young folks for taking the initiative in organizing the events of the day. Father
Pat credits Ben Farina with the idea of bringing back the celebration in a big way, as it was
done decades ago, before Ben was even born. Ben spearheaded the planning, organizing and
promotion of the event. He also reached out to parishioners of all backgrounds to work
together on the liturgy, procession and feast. 

Father Pat could not begin to name everyone individually, those who prepared and served
the food, and the men who literally took on their shoulders the privilege of carrying the
statue of the Blessed Mother. The throne that was used to carry the statue was built by
Daniele Crincoli and Ignacio Farina. A taditional Italain brass band fronted the procession
and the many residents who came out of their homes ot pay tribute to Mary. Many followed
along to enjoy the feast back on the church grounds. It was truely a family day. 

The feast day is not only important to catholics but even more so for the Salisian order of
priests and nuns. The founder, Don Bosco, dedicated his life to helping disadvantaged youth.
His devotion to the Mary Help of Christians was rooted in what the story of Mary
represented, unconditional love. He used her example to guide his own actions and teachings.

Don Bosco began his work on December 8, 1841 and his order has developed into an
organization of nearly 16,000 brothers and priests throughout the world. On December 8, 1923,
the first Salisians came to Elizabeth to work at St. Anthony's parish. Of course, the Peterstown
neighborhood that the church serves had changed dramatically over the past ninety years. The
families of Italian immigrants that made up the vast majority of residents have gentrified and
made room for a new wave of latino immigrants. The predominate trait of both communities is
their allegiance to the Church and it was on this common ground that Ben sought to bring the
groups together. The results were noticeable to many as the procession snaked through the
neighborhood singing and praying in three languages, English, Italian and Spanish. 

A true devotion to Mary means following her example. Two points in particular that Father
Pat made in his lectures are: Mary's accepting God's will; and her role as the first disciple. He
instructed his parishioners to also be as available and open to accept the events in their lives no
matter how extraordinary. Mary showed a tremendous amount of trust in dealing in something
that was not easy to understand. As a disciple she taught how to act as Jesus acted. 

The message is simple and universal, sometimes rejected by those of other faiths and non-
believers as being religious dogma. The message has a lot to do with what it means to be a good
mother, how to make the tough choices, to always do what is right and just, to have hope and

faith, acceptance and grace. These are all traits attributed to
Mary. 

The images of Mary are prominent in and round the church.
The procession took the image to the people, where they live,
work and play. At one point, as the procession passed the
School #3 playground the soccer game halted. Players and fans
lined the fence to join in prayer as the statue moved down
Third Avenue. 

An old time parishioner described the day to Father Pat
well, saying “We all came together as a family, Americans,
Italians and Hispanics, to pray, work and celebrate.” Every
mother should be like Mary in uniting her family. Every child
should honor and praise thier mother. 
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(above) Angela Quaglia had the special
honor of placing the crown on the Blessed
Mother at the start of the procession.

(left) Parishioners of St. Anthony’s church carry the statue
of the Blessed Mother through the streets of the Peterstown
section of Elizabeth, NJ in celebration of the feast of Mary
Help of Christians.
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o processions pas
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young and this wa
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The May crowning
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l it, was a big
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Joe & Tina, 
On behalf of our Alma Mater, St. Anthony School, thank

you so much for all the time you take to be present at events
related to our school. Thank you also for the photos and
articles regarding our school that you print in your great
newspaper. It was great seeing you in May at one of our fund
raisers. I can tell you that although I live in Louisiana, and am
not able to be present at every school event, I am always so
thankful for the times I am able to attend. I feel a very close
affinity to both the school and all my old classmates.

God bless you Joe and Tina.
John Nocera
Calhoun, LA

Dear Friends,
In honor of the first Mother's Day without ours, last week

Dareen and I held the unveiling of a memorial garden bench
and area at Phoenix Mountain Nursing Center dedicated in
her memory with the funds donated to the Doris T. Mariano
Memorial fund. Thank you to everyone who helped make this
happen. Happy Mother's Day to all who helped us became
the people we are. Hug your mom today if she is still with
you.

Fran Reeher,
Scottsdale, AZ

HAPPY 25TH ANNIVERSARY 
TO THE LOVE OF MY LIFE
Tina and Joe Renna, June 23, 1989

Tina,
I love you more each day. I can’t wait for tomorrow.

Happy 25th Anniversary. Looking foward to another twenty
five that are even better. With all my love,  Joe

(above)
A framed full
color of the
Doris Mariano
tribute from
the
Peterstown
newspaper
hangs in a
place of 
honor.

(above) Fran and Doreen sit on the bench
under a tree dedicated to their mom at the

Phoenix Mountain Nursing Center.



Editor’s Opinion
everybody has one - this is mine - by Joe Renna
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More times than I can count I get a request to write
an article about the nicknames of the people from the
neighborhood. In the sixteen years of publishing the
newspapers it was very rare for me to use a nickname in
an article. The times when I did use a nickname was
when the subject or family endorsed it. In this issue I
write an obituary for Anthony Ciaramella. Some know
him as Tony but almost everyone knew him as G-man. 

No one really knows where his nickname came
from. He had it since he was very young. My father,
Pete, was one of Tony’s best friends for the past seventy
years and he said that when they met at the age of 13
he already was known as G-man. You may have noticed
that I referred to him as Tony and that was after years
of calling him Mr. Ciaramella until his wife Mary told
me it was alright to call him G-man.

Even though I knew everyone’s nickname I didn’t
dare call my elders by their nickname. It was always Mr.
then their surname. I was more comfortable as an adult
addressing elders by their first names as I became their
peers in organizations and in work situations. But I still
maintain the Mr. and Mrs. address to some old timers as
a sign of respect. It was the way I was brought up. 

When the person was not in my company then it
was fine to use their nickname. In fact no one would
know who I was talking about unless I did. Sometimes a
person was only known by their nickname. In the same
vein, I would never refer to someone by nickname with
anyone outside of the community. 

To me a nickname is very personal. Unless the
person wants to promote it himself then it is not my
place to expose it. Plenty of jokes have been made
about the Italian culture and the use of nicknames.

Not for Nothing But...
if you don’t know what

the real name is behind

a nickname then you

aren’t suppose to know.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Don’t miss an issue! Have Around About Peterstown

delivered to your home or office. 
Fill out the form below and mail it 
along with a check for $15.00 

for 1 year subscription (6 issues) payable to:
PETERSTOWN NEWSPAPER

202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Name_____________________________________

Company__________________________________

Address ___________________________________

_________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________

Email: ____________________________________

There is truth to that but not for the reasons made
popular in the movies. The use of nicknames is a way to
operate without any ties to a persons legal name. That
may be true but it is true for criminals of every
nationality. The term G-man is credited to Machine
Gun Kelly who used it to address the federal agents who
came to arrest him, as in “Don’t shoot, G-man!” 

The nickname used in the Italian culture exist on a
personal level not the public arena. In my experience
the names derived from the need to distinguish between
so many folks with the same first and/or last name. In a
close knit community like Peterstown this occurred
dozens of times. The tradition of naming children in
honor of their grandparents and parents was the main
cause of this. 

Other nicknames refered to the trade or craft that
the person worked in, or it derived from an athletic
skill. Mostly though it was a short reference to a
physical attribute. 

The nickname could have originated from the family
or from friends, but for whatever the reason the person
was tagged their name it was done with affection, and
usually with the approval of the person. 

The origin of most nicknames can never be known
outside of the few friends who were around when it was
first used. Some people have a list of several names used
in a variety of social circles. 

It’s inappropriate to use these names outside of the
social circles in which they were created. As
entertaining as the list may be to read, please stop
asking me to publish them. 

(above, on right) G-man Ciaramella

SAVE THE DATE 
NIGRO FAMILY REUNION
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

MERRILL PARK
COLONIA, COLONIA, NJ
Visit the events page for on Facebook
for Nigro Family Reunion hosted by 

Angela Rose Bayak

The Peterstown Book is the 100 year history of
an Italian-American neighborhood told through
stories about the people and families who lived
there. The book records the oral history in dan-
ger of being lost and illustrates the traditions
and customs of the community through thou-
sands of photos, hundreds of recipes, and anti-
dotes shared by residents past and present.

• 776 Oversized Pages
• Thousands of Photos
• Hundreds of Recipes

ORDER NOW!
- On line at PeterstownNJ.com
- By phone 908-418-5586
- Mail Check and form to:
Renna Media
202 Walnut Ave., 
Cranford, NJ 07016

- Email inquiries to:
info@rennamedia.com

Cent’Anni
The 100 year history 
of an Italian-American 
neighborhood

The
PETERSTOWN

BookBy Joe &
Tina Renna

Number  of Books: __________

Amount of check ____________________________

Name______________________________________

Address ____________________________________

___________________________________________

Phone _____________________________________

Email: _____________________________________

$45 + Sales Tax ($3.15 for NJ purchases only.)

FREE Shipping

GREAT GIFT FOR 
MOTHER’S DAY

BUY A BOOK AND GET
A FREE SUBSCRIPTION
TO THE NEWSPAPER!
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ADVERTISERS’ INDEX
If you like the paper, please thank an advertiser. The

businesses that advertise in this paper make it possible to
print. You can show your appreciation for their support by
patronizing their business's. If they keep advertising, we
will keep printing.
Advertising starts at $60 for a business card size ad, up

to $600 for a full page. Anyone interested in placing an ad
can contact Tina Renna at (908) 709-0530. 

ADVERTISER PAGE

AAA All Car Auto Salvage ...............................................14
American Plumbing & Heating Supply ........................... 8
Bella Gina's Italian Deli & Restaurant ............................13
Bob & Richies Sunoco .....................................................14
Cafe Gallo .........................................................................12
Candelino Kitchens.......................................................... 8
Carmen’s Italian Bakery ...................................................11
City Tavern Restaurant..................................................... 9
Cleveland Auto & Tire .....................................................14
Colton’s Pharmacy............................................................ 4
Community Financial Federal Credit Union .................. 8
Corsentino Home for Funerals ........................................ 8
DiCosmos Italian Ices.......................................................11
Dimensions Hair Salon .................................................... 8
Don Alex Restaurant ........................................................13
Dr. Nicholas Cicchetti, D.M.D. ....................................... 4
Dr. Nicholas Palmieri, Chiropractic Sports Medicine ..... 4
Dr. Frank Paternostro, D.M.D. ........................................ 4
Dr. Richard A. Lewis, DMD............................................. 4
Drew Memorial Company................................................ 8
El Quincho Agrentinian Style Barbeque..........................13
Elizabeth Auto Glass.........................................................14
Elizabeth Chiropractors.................................................... 4
Elizabeth Yellow Cab ........................................................ 9
Galluzzo Construction......................................................14
Goodman's Restaurant & Deli.........................................10
Hollywood Carpet ............................................................ 8
Il Gabbiano, An Italian Bistro ......................................... 9
Jersey Lanes....................................................................... 9
Jersey Uniforms ................................................................ 9
John’s Caffe ......................................................................10
Larry’s Generators ............................................................14
Magic Fountain.................................................................11
Michelino's Pizzeria...........................................................12
Park Line Condominiums................................................15
Parkview Restaurant..........................................................12
Petruccelli Funeral Home................................................. 8
Pinho's Bakery...................................................................11
Red Cadillac......................................................................13
Richard Lucas Chevrolet Subaru...................................... 5
Rocco Auto Service...........................................................14
Sacco's Meat Market..........................................................11
Santillo's Brick Oven Pizza................................................10
Team Law ..........................................................................16
Tequila's Grill.................................................................... 9
TG Basile Mason Contractor & Waterproofing ......8 & 14
The Insurance Centers ..................................................... 8
Three Guys From Italy......................................................10
Torna Di Sorento ..............................................................11
Twin’s Masonry.................................................................14
Villa Vosilla Intimate Italian Boutique Resort ...........6 & 7
Villani Bus Company ....................................................... 9
Weichert Realtors ............................................................. 8

Advertising in this 
and other 

Renna Media 
newspapers

Reserve space in the next issue. 
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com

Our readers
make the best
customers for

your business.

CALLING ON THE BATTIN HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1949
65th year reunion to be held on Wednesday, September 10, 2014

Call joan Gleemen Aboff at 732-229-2922 or Grace McLain at 908-624-1510 for details.

(above) The Battin High School class of 1949 at their 64th “annual” class reunion in 2013.

Nicolas W. Cicchetti, D.M.D.
Haleh Kossari, D.M.D.

Family Dentistry
Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

18 East Westfield Ave.
Roselle Park, NJ 07204

(908) 245-9463
Fax: (908) 245-0969

cicchettidmd.dentistryonline.com

DR. NICHOLAS F. PALMIERI
Chiropractic Physician

Chiropractic Care
Sports Medicine Services

(908) 925-0030
1711 North Wood Avenue,

Linden, NJ 07036

Richard A. Lewis, DMD
120 Elmora Avenue v Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Complete dental examination & treatment

• Dental cleanings • Fillings • Root canal treatment

• Full and partial removable dentures

• Crowns Fixed • Bridges • Implant restoration

Adults and Children Welcome

Call today 908-352-1558
www.elmoradentistry.com

FRANK A. PATERNOSTRO, D.M.D.

230 West Jersey Street
Office Hours Suite 310, Elizabeth, NJ
By Appointment 908-353-2316

ELIZABETH CHIROPRACTIC
& REHABILITATION, P.A.

Sokratis G. Dragonas, D.C.
Ernesto J. Marticorena, D.C.

Tel: (908) 355-3358
Fax: (908) 355-6614

560 Newark Ave., Elizabeth, NJ 07208

Se Habla Español
Parla Italiano
Fala-Se Portugues

(908) 353-6653
Fax: (908) 353-7340

Free Parking & Delivery

851 Elizabeth Ave. (Corner Smith St) Elizabeth, NJ 07201-2755

All Prescription Plans Gladly Accepted

Naren (Nick) Yasa - Pharmacist
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As a proud resident of Peterstown, it has been my pleasure 
to have serviced the community’s car and truck buying needs. 
Together with Richard Lucas of  Richard Lucas Chevrolet & Subaru, 
we have been satisfying area residents for many years. 
With the excellent reputation of the Lucas family, we promise 
to keep you a very satisfied customer for many years to come. 

Thank you,
Angelo Strazzella

RICHARD LUCAS
CHEVROLET SUBARU 
732-694-3848

1077 US - 1  •  Avenel, NJ 07001

Natalie Santillo has always played competitive sports
from a very young age. Her dad, Joe, was always her
biggest supporter. When she lost her dad in 2009, she felt
like she had lost her biggest fan. 

Natalie played softball at William Paterson University,
and when she stopped playing she felt like the inner
athlete in her was lost . . . until she discovered the sport
of powerlifting. She had actively competed in the sport of
crossfit, but found that the weightlifting and power
movements sparked her interest most. During one of her
chats with a colleague, George Samuelson, she jokingly
said "I want to do a powerlifting competition." His initial
response was, "Alright, when are we starting?” He was
filled with enthusiasm and it was contagious, so Natalie

ran with it. She planned to compete in the World
Natural Powerlifting Federation (WNPF) NJ State
Championships on June 8, 2014. 

Natalie works as an Exercise Physiologist at
Hackensack University Medical Center Fitness and
Wellness facility. She writes exercise programs and
trains people for a living, but when it came to her own
training, she needed a coach. 

George stepped up and made Natalie believe that
winning was possible. Then about six weeks prior to the
WNPF competition Natalie injured herself sprinting
and wound up with a Grade 2 hamstring sprain. The
injury set her training back four weeks and she wanted
to give up. She remembered her dad always telling her
to finish what she started, regardless of the situation.
With her father as inspiration and George’s “It’s a grind”
mentality ingrained in her mind - Natalie had all the
tools needed to succeed. 

The meet took place the weekend before Father’s
Day. Going into the competition, she was hungry to
win. She took first place in the 18-23 Junior Raw
Classic division. She also set three New Jersey state
records in the squat, bench press, and deadlift
categories. She finished with a 300 lb squat, 145 lb
bench press, and 330 lb deadlift. Natalie also set a new
National record with the 300 lb squat and qualified for
the WNPF National competition in July. 

Needless to say, Natalie had a “GREAT day!” and
said “I was proud to represent my gym, my coach, my
family, and most importantly myself. Without the great
support system I had, this would not have been at all
possible. Although my father couldn’t be there, I knew
he was watching. And I knew he was still my number
one fan. 

(above, l-r) Natalie with her brother Joe and her dad.

(left) Setting the new state deadlift record- 330 lbs!
(above, r-l) Natalie Santillo 

and her coach George Samuelson

NATALIE SANTILLO SETS NATIONAL AND 
THREE STATE POWERLIFTING RECORDS 
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MARY AND MIKE MOSCATIROLO CELEBRATE 7O YEARS OF MARRIAGE 7

June 14

AUNT MARY & UNCLE MIKE
Submitted By Joe & Josie's kids, Angela, Joey & Lisa Faccone

They lived in the same neighborhood since 1928 in
Elizabeth. They could not avoid seeing each other in
their teen years walking to and from the neighborhood
stores and attending the young teens ten o’clock Sunday
Mass at St. Anthony’s Church. Some people wait a
lifetime to find the right person but not Mr. & Mrs.
Michael Moscaritolo. On June 24th, 2014 they
celebrated 70 years as husband and wife. Mike attended
Thomas Jefferson’s all-boys high school and Mary
attended Battin’s all-girl high school. They never really
had a conversation together and only said “hello” while
passing by each other.  

One evening Mike was visiting a buddy who was a
baker at his father’s bakery shop when Mary entered the
store to purchase a loaf of Italian bread. Actually, the
bakery was located on Centre Street directly behind
Mary’s house. Mike’s friend invited her to come in to the
back where he was baking the bread to meet a friend of
his. Mike said “Hello Mary” and Mary’s response was
“Oh, I know Mike!” They chatted for about 10 minutes.
It was the very first time they actually exchanged a few
words. Previously, Mike really only noticed her light
brown, long, wavy hair and her cute little nose.
However, this time he noticed her pretty face and lovely
voice and he thought she looked gorgeous up close.

Mike’s high school prom was coming up in May 1941
and, from that day on; he knew there was only one
person he wanted to invite. It was Mary! She graciously
accepted his invite. They were both 18 years old and the
prom was their very first date.  

In September 1940, Mary attended Drake Business
College. Mike would meet her and carry her books home
for her. During the day, Mary was employed as a secretary
in the main office at Singer Sewing Machine Company.
Mary never had a boyfriend prior to Mike’s prom and has
never had another boyfriend again. She was Mike’s first

girlfriend and they have been together ever since.
Mike was an apprentice at a barbershop and worked

long hours. He finally convinced his dad he could make a
lot more money by opening his own barbershop, which
he did in 1940 on Elizabeth Avenue. Each month that
went by, Mike was busier and busier in the barbershop.
On December 7, 1941, Japan attacked the United States
and World War II started. Mike had to sign up for the
military draft and perhaps go to war. He had been seeing
Mary twice weekly and on Sunday they would both
continue to go to the 10 o’clock Mass at St. Anthony’s
Church but from this point on always together. There
was no one else for Mike and he had been dating Mary
now for approximately two years when he asked Mary to
marry him. Of course, Mary said “maybe”. Mary never
responded with a yes or no. Anytime Mary was asked
anything, it was always a “maybe”.

(above, l-r) Mike and Mary in 1943.

(above, l-r) Paul and Mae Netta, Red and Elvera Deiso, 
Ray and Fil Manganelli, Jack and Marie Thomas 
and Mike and Mary Moscatirolo in 1995 at the 
50th wedding anniversary party for friends Fil & Ray.

(above, l-r) Mike and Mary Moscatirolo in 1993.
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TARANTELLA
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COMMUNITY
FINANCIAL SERVICES

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
149 E. St. George Ave., Roselle, NJ 07203

CFSFCU.com
908-245-1650

We cater to the working people 
in our community! 

“Better Banking All the Way Around”
BETTER Service, BETTER Checking, 

BETTER Savings and Certificate Rates:
No Monthly Account Fees. No Gimmicks.
At CFSFCU we offer full access to all financial services 
for a minimum balance of just $5.00.
Unlimited access to:
• ATM – 50,000 surcharge free ATM’s worldwide
through the “Allpoint” network.

• Online banking-Free.
• Electronic billpayer - 24 hour access and unlimited
transactions per month.

• Auto-phone - 24 hour access and unlimited transac-
tions per month.

• Free checking account-no monthly fees.
• High Yielding Savings, IRA and Certificates insured
up to $250,000 by the NCUA.

Loan: First Mortgage, Home Equity, Personal,
Student, Overdraft Protection, Auto, Boat, Credit 
Card-classic-Gold (rewards) and Platinum (rewards).

CHECK OUT OUR VISA INTRODUCTORY OFFER
5.99% FOR SIX MONTHS*

*subject to credit approval-restrictions may apply.

Kathleen Gwaldis
27 Years of Experience

cell: (908) 400-8409

Realtor Associate - Weichert President’s Club
185 Elm Street, Westfield NJ, 07090
Office: (908) 654-6560, x 162

Elizabeth Real Estate Specialist
FREE MARKET ANALYSIS

HOLLYWOOD
CARPET AND FLOORING

• Carpet • Hardwood • Vinyl • Ceramic • Resilient •
Over 13 years 
of experience

We speak English, Italian and Spanish.

Warehouse Prices • All Major Brands
Residential • Commercial

908-353-3500 Fully insured
631 Fourth Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07202    Fax: 908-353-3505

FREE Estimates
Free Delivery In Elizabeth Area
10% Discount with this ad.

908-233-7078
Fax: 908-233-7075

www.tgbasile.com
236 Summit Road • Mountainside

• Brick and Blockwork
• Concrete Work
• Foundations
• Steps  
• Patios
• Walkways
• Retaining Walls

Free
Estimates

(908) 354-2288 fax: (908) 354-4901
461 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ 07206

www.apsplumbing.com

AMERICAN
Plumbing & Heating 
Supply Company

• Carpentry    • Marble
• Granite     • Ceramic Tile

candelinokitchens.com
664 Summer St. • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

CANDELINO
KITCHENS
• Carpentry    • Marble
• Granite     • Ceramic Tile

908-353-6094
candelinokitchens.com

664 Summer St. • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Since 1865

Family owned and operated.
THOMAS R. DREW, JR.

ALAN G. DREW
732-388-4396

16 INMAN AVE. • COLONIA, NJ 07067-1802
(Across from St. Gertrude Cemetery)

Monuments • Headstones • Markers
Granite - Bronze Cemetery Lettering
WE ERECT PRIVATE FAMILY MAUSOLEUMS

Memorial Craftsmen 

CORSENTINO
Home for Funerals
Carl C. Corsentino, Manager

NJ Lic. No. 2548

908-351-9595
620 Second Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

Petruccelli
Funeral Home

Family owned and operated for over 100 years!

Marie E. Belmont Baio
Manager, NJ Lic. No 3866

908-352-8167 • 908-352-0299
232 Christine Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

732-636-6677
1256 St. Georges Avenue, Avenel, NJ 07001

(right) Hoofers from School # 7 Second Grade.

(far right) Demetrios Vlahogiannis shows his form.

For  six years the Frank O. Mazza Civic Association
has produced the Festa Di San Vito Outdoor Street Fair,
which emphasizes the Italian-American culture. This
year attendees were treated to a dance performance of
the Tarantella by the second grade class of Elizabeth’s
Terence C. Reilly School No. 7, taught to them by their
teacher Francesca Ferrera. 
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JERSEY UNIFORM
Industrial Wear
NEW & USED UNIFORMS

We Do Embroidery & Silkscreening

Bob Barraco, Proprietor
908-862-7737     Fax: 908-862-2877
918 South Wood Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036

50 Years
In Business

(above, l-r) Gloria Nufrio, Esther Mariano, 
and Anna Carroll visiting at Greg’s house in Arizona.

A PETERSTOWN MEETUP IN THE DESSERT
Submitted by Franceen Mariano Reeher

I knew that a Peterstown “Meet-Up” in the desert
would eventually happen – and it did. After reading
about my mother, Doris DeMarzo Mariano’s passing
(October, 2013), which was highlighted in the February
2014 issue of the Peterstown News, a family friend,
Gloria Nufrio, reached out to us. Since my mother grew
up in Peterstown on Second Avenue (between Amity
and Palmer Streets) and my father, Michael Mariano
grew up on Palmer Street (mostly between 3rd and 4th
Avenues), they shared some mutual friends. My father
and his two sisters, Esther Mariano Stankunas and Anna
Mariano Carroll always talked about the “Palmer Street
Gang” and were so proud to be a part of it – apparently so
was Gloria!!!!!

Well….about 30 years ago, my Aunt Ann and her
husband Tom left Elizabeth and moved to the Phoenix
area. We always visited them in Tempe so an eventual
move for me to Arizona was not a surprise. My mother
moved to Arizona with us in 2011 until she passed in
2013. Then after her husband died, Aunt Esther moved
to Scottsdale in 2012. This was monumental since she
lived within a 10-12 mile radius of Peterstown her entire
life but she realized that having family very close is
always great AND in Arizona there would be no more
snow!

One day in April, 2014, Aunt Esther got a call from a
“long lost friend” -  Gloria Nufrio who visits Scottsdale
annually to spend time with her niece and nephew,
Ivonne and Greg Gierwielaniec. They had moved to
Arizona on a job change. Greg’s mom was Gloria’s sister,
Rae Nufrio. Gloria read my mom’s memorial and saw that
Aunt Esther recently moved from New Jersey and so she
asked her nephew Greg to “track her down”. Turns out
that Gloria’s nephew lives about one mile from Aunt
Esther. Gloria, who knew my father and two aunts “from
the neighborhood” had not seen each other in almost 50
years – even though Gloria lives in Point Pleasant and
Aunt Esther lived in Elizabeth, Colonia, and Scotch
Plains until 2012.

So… Gloria, Esther, and Anna met up several times
over Gloria’s month long Arizona visit and talked and

reminisced about all the families who were part of the
“Palmer Street Gang” during the 1930’s-1940’s. Most of
the kids who were members of the Perrotti, Maringello,
Papetti, Mastriano, Rotolo, Busichio, Nufrio, Triano,
and Mariano families went to School 15, Cleveland,
Battin, Jefferson or Edison. They talked about all the
kids sitting on the Maringello’s porch or roller skating or
bike riding on Palmer Street every night between 6:00
p.m. and 9:00 p.m. Most kids had to be home by the
9:00 p.m. curfew and according to my aunts, their father
(and my grandfather) Charles Mariano, would “lock the
door” at 9:00 p.m. and if you didn’t make it back in
time, you had to sleep on the porch!!!! My father,
Michael, was one of those poor souls who got to sleep
on the porch!!!

Not sure everyone’s father was that strict, but Gloria,
Esther, and Anna talked for hours about how close they
all were as friends and even after 50 or so years, all the
memories of living in Peterstown came back to them
“just like it was yesterday”. They plan to “Meet-Up”
again when Gloria returns to Scottsdale for a visit
hopefully before year end 2014. Peterstown really does
travel! 

FROM
THE 6 DEGREES OF SEPARATION FILE

VILLANI BUS COMPANY

Buses for all occasions
ECONOMICAL • COMFORTABLE • SAFE

908-862-3333
811 E. Linden Ave. •  Linden, NJ 07036

1920-2009 “Serving the Public for 90 Years”

Dee Villani President

Elizabeth Yellow Cab
24 Hours

7 Days a Week
• Door to Door Service
• Local and Long distance
• Transportation to Airports
• Commercial Centers, 
Night Clubs, 
Casinos, Etc.

• Clean Late 
Model Cars

• Door to Door Service
• Local and Long distance
• Transportation to Airports
• Commercial Centers, 
Night Clubs, 
Casinos, Etc.

• Clean Late 
Model Cars

Tels: (908) 354-4444 • (908) 354-0350

q a u  t

“A casual place with exquisite food.”
The house of the Parrillada del Patrõn and the Meat Entraña.
Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner.
Weekdays: 11 am to 2 am, Weekends: 11 am to 3 am

(908) 353-7113
1109 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

City Tavern and Restaurant

PRIVATE PARTIES

Mediterranean & Mexican Cuisine
Check website for special menus:

www.tequilasgrill.org
Catering for all occasions

908.965.1002
Private parking available Fax: 908-965-1003

Check website for special menu: www.tequilasgrill.org

824 Pearl Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07208 

CranfordBistro.com PARTIES & CATERING AVAILABLE  

10 SOUTH AVE, CRANFORD, NJ 07016  (908) 497-1990

BYOB
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Try our          Kabobs and Salads!

908-662-3322 
Lunch and Dinner

Eat in or Pick up
701 Elizabeth Ave.

Elizabeth, NJ 07201
Corner of Seventh Street

Open 6 Days A Week
Sun - Thurs: 11 am to 10 pm
Fri & Sat: 11 am to 11 pm

Closed Tuesdays

Formerly Elin’s
Newly Remodeled!

Same owner for 32 years.

NEW

CALAMUSA MARKET WAS THE PLACE FOR MEATS,
GROCERIES AND WHATEVER ELSE YOU NEEDED
The A & V Calamusa was a premier butcher shop for

meats and a lot more. Calamusa’s was located at 466
Third Avenue, between South 5th and Loomis Streets in
the Peterstown section of Elizabeth, New Jersey. The
store supplied the Italian neighborhood with everything
from home goods to clothing along with meats and
produce. Calamusa prided itself on getting anyone
anything they needed. 

A Norwegian who was attending an Italian cooking
school was told by his teacher that it was almost
impossible to find abbacchio in America. He was elated
when he was able to buy the baby lamb at Calamusa. As
was the Argentinian who wanted a cows head to roast
over coals. Nick Calamusa said that they would sell every
part of the animal except the lungs, which was not
allowed by law and came with a hefty $5,000 fine.

Nick and his brothers Angelo and Vito all worked in
the family business. They were joined by their wives and
another half dozen family members. It was truly a family
business. Even the non-family employees were related to
one another. For instance all three LaBrutto brothers,
Louie, Jack, and George all worked at the butcher shop.
Patrons got to know the staff at Calamusa who were all
locals, Vincent, Tony, Frank Guarsci, Mike Conoshenti,
Renee, Ann Marie Odde.

The Calamusa family came to Elizabeth in November
1955 from the Sicilian town of Marsala, Italy. Angelo
was 21, Vito was 17 and Nick was 15 when they arrived
with their parents Giovanni and Paula, and were
received by their Uncle Joe and Aunt Mary (Fichellli)
Calamusa. 

Nick worked for their cousin Simone’s pork store at 11
Centre Street and in the open air market. He and his
brother Angelo learned the butcher business, while Vito
was in the Army. In short time they knew enough to
venture out on their own and opened their own shop on
Third Avenue which they ran for the next forty years.

Angelo was a true salesman. Growing up in Italy he
would purchase things and sell them in his
neighborhood. When he left the store, he went to work
at Musco Food Corporation as a salesman, one of the
largest food suppliers in Italy. He won a contest for
selling the most Barilla pasta and won a trip to
California. 

During his travels, Angelo would purchase silverware,

vases, table cloths that he would send to his family still
in Italy. He had demitasse coffee pots and cups. He also
had shirts and jackets. He continued to find and
purchase items in the same manor for his butcher shop. If
he found something special that he thought his
customers would like he would buy it and offer it for sale
in the butcher shop. The shop was full of items like
spaghetti platters, umbrellas, espresso makers, and
clothing, many items were unique and hard ot find in
America. 

The attraction of these accoutrements were second to
the main reason why the customers loved Calamusa’s and
that was the quality of their meat and service of their
staff. Variety was the spice of life in the shop. Sausage
was made fres daily. In the summer there was specialty
sausage like parsley and cheese, pepper and onion,
broccoli rabe or just plain hot or sweet sausage. At
Easter, there was fresh nanny goat (caprette), baby lambs
and rabbits. There was also Perugina chocolate eggs with
a surprise inside. At Christmas, there was plenty of
baccala for the Christmas Eve meal. Calamusa’s had fresh
fruits and vegetables that Angelo picked up at the
farmer’s market. He would stock specialty items that he
knew his Italian customers would like, items like snails or
nespole.

“Poppa John” was the sausage maker and was one of
the best around. Upon his return from the Army Vito
became the deli man specializing in super-subs and party
platters. The entire family helped by doing their
specialty, Nicky was the butcher he made special cuts of
meat and seasoned the roasts. Vito made the olive salad
using an old recipe he got from his mother-in-law Anna.
The children cracked the olives for the fresh olive salad.
Angelo’s wife Isabella and Vito’s wife Nina made potato
salad several times a week. Nicky’s wife Johanna made
rice pudding. 

Angelo had three children, John, Nick and Paula;
Vito had two sons, Frank and Michael; and Nick had two
daughters, Pauline and Christine.

John Calamusa passed away in 1992 at 86-years-old
and Paula passed in 2000 at 88. The family sold the store
in 1991, ending a wonderful family business and an asset
to the community it served. 

Angelo now lives in North Carolina, Nicky and Vito
are still in New Jersey. They still hang around with their
old friends and play cards on a weekly basis. These
friendship s go back to when they first arrived to
America. They frequented the bowling allies in Elizabeth
and Linden, but on a daily basis they could be found
hanging out at the Cannon on Second and Elizabeth
Avenues. 

The family still see their old customers from
Peterstown who share memories of going to the store.
The Calamusa family wants everyone ot know “We
would never forget our customers and their families.
They are all wonderful people. They are what we miss
most. It was a wonderful part of our lives.” 

(above, l-r) 
Angelo and Isabella, 
Nicky and Johanna. 

(right) Vito and Nina

(above, l-r) Poppa John and Angelo

574 Second Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ
John’s Caffé Pizza & Caterers

Eat-In • Take-Out • Delivery

908.354.5260
Fax: 908.354.0085

www.johnscaffe.com
Find us on Facebook @Johns caffe
Mon - Thur: 9:30 am - 9:00 pm
Fri: 9:30 am - 10:00 pm
Sat: 10:30 am - 10:00 pm
Sunday Closed

q a u t

“A real brick oven produces a fabulous crust”
Since 1918

check us out at merchantcircle.com, keyword: Santillo’s

908-354-1887
WE DELIVER

639 So. Broad St. • Elizabeth, NJ
Al & Lorraine Santillo, Proprietors

State-wide winner Inside Jersey Magazine, Aug. 2011
Critic’s Choice: Best Pizza New Jersey Monthly, Aug. 2010/2011

NOW OPEN

ON MONDAYS

&TUESDAYS

10% OFF any catering
bill of $200 or more.

Three Guys
from Italy

• Appetizers
• Seafood
• Pizza

• Complete Dinners
• Hot & Cold Sandwiches
• Catering Done by Appointment

908-272-2553
19 North 20th Street • Kenilworth, NJ

Dino, Nick,
& Jerry
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Copies of
AROUND ABOUT 
PETERSTOWN
Always Available

Dicosmo’s Ices
Homemade
ITALIAN ICE
Since 1915

714 Fourth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ
John and Nancy DiCosmo

Pinho’s
Bakery

1027 Chestnut Street • Roselle, NJ

908-245-4388
Tuesday - Saturday    5am - 7pm

Sunday    5am - 6pm

Carmen’s
Italian Bakery

(908) 686-2490
609 Chestnut St. • Union, NJ

HOURS:
Closed Mondays
Tues-Fri 7:30 – 5:00
Sat 7:30 – 4:00
Sun 7:30 – 2:30

MAGIC FOUNTAIN ICE CREAM & GRILL
Open year round serving breakfast, lunch and dinner

FREE DELIVERY
DAILY SPECIALS

CATERING AVAILABLE
300 Williamson Street

Elizabeth, NJ
(908) 351-3133

MAGICFOUNTAINGRILL.COM

SERVING 
PIZZA,BURITOS, 

ICE CREAM & MORE

Menu Now Available

in Español

NOW FEATURING
A KIDS MENU

A & V CALAMUSA MEAT MARKET

(above, l-r) Michael Calamusa (Vito’s son), Vito Moscaritolo, Nick Calamusa, 
Vito Calamusa, Angelo Calamuso and Natale

(above, l-r) Angelo and Vito with a 450 lb 
hanging Provalone cheese. The store sold 
up to 1,000 pounds of cheese every two weeks.

Owned and operated (908) 351-4060
by the Savarese family Ample Parking
since 1987

TORNA A. SORRENTO
RISTORANTE

•
Cocktails - Lunch - Dinner

54 Westfield Ave. • Elizabeth, NJ 07208

Recipes
Submitted by: Angelo and Isabella Calamusa

Albachio
Baby lamb

INGREDIENTS
1 Lamb (cut into 4 pieces)
2 Onions (sliced)
4 Potatoes (cut into chunks)
2 Stalks of Celery (chopped)

PREPARATION
1) Place lamb into greased roasting pan.
2) Toss in Onions, Potatoes, Celery.with Olive Oil
3) Season with Salt, Pepper, and Nutmeg and toss again
4) Add Wine and toss again
5) Cover with foil and cook in oven for 1 hour at 450O

6) Remove foil, toss and cook for another 1/2 hour

Fesh Tuna

INGREDIENTS
6 Fresh Tuna Steaks
Flour
Olive Oil

PREPARATION
1) Flour and fry tuna steaks and remove from pan.
2) Sauté onion and garlic in the pan
3) Return tuna to pan and put onion and garlic on top

along with oil, vinigar and olives
4) Bake for 1 hour.

Olive oil
1/4 tsp Salt
1/4 tsp Black Pepper
1/4 tsp Nutmeg
1 cup White Wine

Onion
Garlic
Wine Vinigar
Dried Curried Olives
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ITALIAN & SPANISh CuISINE
908.486.6110

LUNCH & DINNER • LUNCH SPECIALS AND HAPPY HOUR
Open 7 days – Outdoor dining on patio

Mondays & Tuesdays 9 pm – midnight ½ off 
all appetizers, margaritas, & sangria

2048 E. Saint Georges Avenue • Linden, NJ 07036
Fax: 908.486.6112

Catering Available For Any Occasion
Private room with a view! 

On & off Premise Catering . . . 
Customized to fit 
your personal needs. 

Party Room available up to 70 people!
OPEN 7 DAYS - Mon. - Thurs. 11:30 am to 10 pm WE DELIVER
Fri.  Sat. 11:30 am - 11 pm Sun. 12 noon - 9 pm Min. $10

q a u  t Corporate accounts welcome. B.Y.O.B.

Café Gallo
Pizzeria & Restaurant
908-756-4745          www.cafegallos.com
1153 Inman Avenue • Edison, NJ 08820

(Plenty of parking located in the North Side Plaza)

Authentic Italian Cuisine. 
Serving... Italian Specialities 

including Fresh Seafood, Steaks, Pastas, etc.
Specializing In Family Style Portions

(above, l-r) Nick, Vito and Angelo in 1989 
at their “Olympia Square Reunion”

(right) The crew that hung out 
at the Cannon in the 50’s and 60’s

reunited in 1989.

THE CREW FROM OLYMPIA SQUARE
Angelo, Vito and Nick Calamusa arrived to America

in 1955 and made plenty of neighborhood friends who
still remain in contact with each other. Olympia Square
was their favorite local hang out. The Square was
established in 1889 and stood at the intersection at
Elizabeth Avenue, South Street and Second Avenue. In
1900 a connon was set as the center pice of the Square.
The 4’7”  Krupp gun and 40 cannon balls were captured
from a war cruiser in Manila Bay by the American fleet. 

The Square would be the start and the end of their
daily activities. Hang outs such as Olympia Square were
common in the neighborhood. They were the news
centers of the day and the hub of social circles. Nick
actually met his wife Johanna at the Connon when they
were still teenagers. 

In 1989 the guys who hung around the Cannon and
their wives had a reunion. Fifty guests reminisced about
their glory days in Elizabeth thirty years past. 

Not for Nothing But...
some high school

reunions don’t get this

big of a turnout.
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BELLA
GINA’S
ITALIAN DELI
Where you are treated like family

Gina And Anthony Garofalo

Catering • Café
908-925-6868
Fax 908-925-5736

BLOCKBUSTER PLAZA
1025 W. St. Georges Ave. • Linden, NJ

Hours of operation:                        Happy hour 3-6
Wed, Thu & Sat: 1pm-2am, Fri 11:30am-2am, Sun 1pm-9pm

2258 Morris Avenue
Union New Jersey 07083

908-349-8411
www.TheRedCadillacNJ.com

Your favorite Mexican Joint, driven by your 
favorite Restauranteur, Joe Montes. Whether 
your looking for Killer Mexican Street Cuisine
or a Hip City Lounge to park for awhile with a
Cadillac Margarita or a Lobster Tail Fajita.

Follow us on 

AS SEEN IN THE NEW YORK TIMES!

Visit our other locations: In UNION at 1988 Morris Ave. • In ELIZABETH at 356 Rahway Ave.

www.Donalexrestaurant.com 908-349-8060
625 NORTH MICHIGAN AVE. KENILWORTH

“The authentic Peruvian kitchen 
with original flavor”

“The authentic Peruvian kitchen 
with original flavor”

LIVE MUSIC
Fri & Sat

6 pm - 9 pm
Kenilworth Location

We Host 
Private Parties 
& Corporate Events! BYOB

Celebrating the
GRAND OPENING

of our 
Kenilworth Location!

$2 OFF
ANY PURCHASE

Of $10 or more
“Don Alex” Restaurant

Limit 1 per customer. Cannot be combined 
with other offers or discounts. Exp. 8-15-14

$5 OFF
ANY PURCHASE

Of $20 or more
“Don Alex” Restaurant

Limit 1 per customer. Cannot be combined 
with other offers or discounts. Exp. 8-15-14

PLEASE CONSIDER
SPONSORING A TROPHY
FOR UNICO CAR SHOW
or putting your company name on the back of

the Car Show tee shirt.
Over 20 Judging Classes.

Special Awards for Best in Show, Peoples
Choice and President’s Award.
Inquiries can be e�mailed to:

UNICOElizabethCarShow@gmail.com
Call Pat Arena 908-956-1910

or Tony Famiglietti 908-303-4162
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Free Inspection & Constultation

908-233-7078
Fax: 908-233-7075

www.tgbasile.com
236 Summit Road • Mountainside

• Basement Waterproofing
• Exterior Waterproofing
• Sump Pump Installation
• Foundation Repair
• Water Damage Repair
• Mold & Mildew Prevention

CLEVELAND AUTO & TIRE
Tel:  (908) 352-6355 Fax:  (908) 351-2753

Third Avenue & Loomis Street
Elizabeth, NJ  07206

J. DeSalvo

bob & richies
SUNOCO

PROFESSIONAL AUTO SERVICE
675 Newark Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

Inspections while you wait.
908-289-9797

American owned and operated

25% OFF LABOR
With this ad. Expires 6/15/14.

Starters, Generators & Alternators
Truck, Bus, Domestic & All Foreign Cars

Luigi Marciante - Owner Operator
245 Elizabeth Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07206
908-355-8815

I just wanted to take a few minutes to say a few words
about my beloved grandfather, “G-man.” Words cannot
even express what this man means to me. I can’t imagine
loving anyone the way I love my grandfather. He taught
me everything I know. I will never forget all the good
times I have spent with him. 

During our time together, he would boss me around,
telling me which way to turn and how to get places that
we’ve been to a thousand times before. It actually made
him happy!! I pretended I needed the help. Having him
by my side was the most fortunate gift.

One of the things he enjoyed most was indulging in
his favorite Italian foods, like my mom’s meatballs. It was
a rare occurrence that I would let him eat them because
he had to watch his diet and I wanted to hold on to him
as long as I could. While I realized this was unrealistic, I
do now have the feeling that his presence will forever be

in my heart. 
He looked forward to his Sunday mornings at my

Uncle Anthony’s house drinking coffee and what he
believed was the best coffee made by my Aunt Bridget.
Nothing meant more to him than love in our family. He
would always say that’s all that mattered. He enjoyed the
days where he drove to W.D. Snyder to meet Jr. to go for
a ride. It made him so excited that he spent the night
before laying out his clothes and preparing for an
adventure that meant so much to him. And for that I’m
forever grateful. T

here are so many memorable moments that he and I
shared together. I cherish every one. Our life talks are the
ones I found most rewarding. He always instilled in me
the importance in finding passion in my career. His
continuous support and belief in my gifted hands, which
he called magic, reinforced the belief in me. He would
smile and tell me how much he sees himself in me and
how proud he is of all my accomplishments. That is the
best complement anyone could have ever given me. 

However, it is me who holds pride in being able to call
him not only my grandfather but my father too… It is
because of him I am the person I am today. I know that
he is resting easy with my grandmother and their crew
having coffee, cake and playing cards in heaven.

Even though you are no longer physically with me
dad! I can still strongly feel your love and presence
around me now and forever.

Love you so much! My main man!! 

ANTHONY “G-MAN” CIARAMELLA PASSES AT 89

(left, l-r) 
Gina and Tony
Ciaramella in

1907.

Few people referred to G-man by his real name, Tony
Ciaramella, even in his eulogy his granddaughter Gina
referred to him by his popular nick name. Anthony J.
Ciaramella Sr. passed away on March 24 2014 at the age
of 89. He was an iconic figure in the Peterstown section
of Elizabeth, where he was born and raised and where he
spent most his life until moving to Clark, NJ to live with
his daughter Sandie after his wife Mary passed away in
1998.

G-man’s popularity spanned generations. He was
loved by all, young and old. He spent time playing cards
and hanging out with his lifelong friends who were
members of the Kingston Club as well as sitting in the
bleachers watching the local softball teams play. He was
the consummate fan of the youth and adult teams,
watching the young players advance to the bigger
leagues. 

Tony also enjoyed watching buildings being built. He
spent a lot of time riding along with Anthony Dimaio Jr.
to different job sites. Dimaio owned the construction
Company W.D. Snyder which he has run since his father
passed away. 

Tony was the son of Frances (Genovese) and Michael
Ciaramella. He had a brother, Alberto and a sister, Jenny
Saunders. Tony and  Mary were married on February 7,
1953. They had two children, Sandie and Anthony, Jr.
Sandie has one daughter named Gina Marie. Anthony
Jr., along with his wife Bridget, also has a daughter,
Alexis, plus two sons, Anthony III and Sabatino.

G-man had an engaging presence in every social
situation. Always upbeat and always the cause of a big
laugh. He stayed very active up until he passed. He died
at his home in the company of his family.  

A TOUCHING EULOGY READ BY GINA
(above, r-l) Anthony and Mary Ciaramella 
on their wedding day February 7, 1953

GALLUZZO BROS.
CARTING, INC.
One Call Hauls It All

1-40 Yard
Containers

(973) 424-9640
Fax: (973) 424-9643
galluzzobrothers@aol.com

Owned and Operated by
Anthony & Joe Galluzzo

WANTED:
ALL CARS & TRUCKS: JUNK OR NOT

732-381-2646
Night Towing 732-496-1633

1 Dudley Ct. & Rt. 1 South, Avenel, NJ
Across from Sansone Auto Mall.

Junk Tow Away
Fast Pick Up
24 HR Service

10% OFF ALL AC COMPRESSORS
With this ad. Expires 8/31/14.

Late Model Foreign & American New & Used 
Auto & Truck Parts:
• Motors • Transmission 
• Auto Glass • Computers 
• Tail Lights • Doors 
• Fenders • AC Compressors
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DON’T
MISS OUT!
OBLY A

FEW LEFT
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