" personal disconnect. The daily interaction between neighbors was disappearing, and

he Peterstown Book is a compilation of articles published in the Peterstown

Newspaper over the past 14 years. It is a the 100 year history of an Italian-
American neighborhood, preserving the rich culture through articles and images of
families who weaved into American society their old-world traditions and values.

Four generations of my family lived in the same corner house in the Peterstown

section of Elizabeth, N.]., and when I sold it and moved out of the neighborhood I was BOOK I- AUNcH P ARTY

filled with emotion and nostalgia, and probably guilt. It was the end of a way of life for

me and, especially, my daughters. The close-knit neighborhood was slowly disbanding, SAT_ Nov_ 1 6, 201 3
at least physically. It was only natural that as generations grew, the housing stock could ST ANTHONY c AFETERIA

not accommodate the populous. The ease of mobility and the ability to upgrade to

home ownership were big factors in the exodus from the neighborhood. It was the 6:00 PM
realization of The American Dream. The reason our forefathers immigrated in mass a FOOD o DRINK o MUSIB
hundred years ago. The greatest loss to the community as families moved away was the Event is free and open to the public.

Books will be available to purchase.

with it the sharing of information, old and new. It was the prospect of losing that oral , .
If you can’t make it see page 3

history of the neighborhood that prompted me to start writing. . .
Y & promp & to order books by phone, mail or on-line.

My wife Tina and I collaborated in putting a newspaper together. We called it

Around About Peterstown. Tina was managing the operation, which included the
burden of trying to corral me, who created the content in a free-wheeling way with mistakes abounding. It was designed first as a newsletter for
the new social club that guys of my generation formed, The Sons of Peterstown. I started gathering stories from my old neighbors and taking
photos. The first run was 3,000 newspapers, but the floodgates soon opened with requests for the newspaper and people submitting news to
share. Circulation soon peaked to 15,000 newspapers with subscribers from all over the country, and a few overseas. The newspaper was not
only popular with people who were from Peterstown or Elizabeth, we had readers from all over and of many ethnicities: German, Irish, Jewish

etc. The themes that [ wrote about resonated with many folks who went through the same experiences, immigration, The Great Depression,

World War II, etc. The stories were universal, but I used Peterstown to illustrate them. One person told me that the newspaper reminded him

' of a real-life version of Lake Wobegon.

As the paper grew we published up to 28 pages every two months. We were never short for material and always had stories in reserve. It
remained a labor of love of mine for 14 years. An inordinate amount of time went into putting each issue together. Cost for printing was
covered by a stable of steady advertisers. The positive response, especially from senior citizens, was motivation enough for me to continue. The
biggest motivator was the recording of the oral history, my original inspiration.

There were so many great people to come from the neighborhood who would probably be forgotten, or whose stories
would never be told again. Some of the greatest stories are about people who were not celebrated but did great things
privately, and quietly. It is the butterfly effect in full operation. The success and prosperity of the current generation is
directly tied to the culture that was developed by our forefathers, who first immigrated to America. They took the best
aspects of their culture with them from Italy and wove them into the fabric of their new society in America. Love of
God, love of family, love of county, love of neighbor all played a key role in the lifestyle of the community. These values,
along with a work ethic based on fairness and integrity, was practiced and taught.

Our forefathers had pride in themselves; that elevated everything to a higher
standard. This is evident in many of the stories. It can be seen in each chapter,
whether you are reading about craftsmanship, sports or cooking. Though the
teacher / apprentice aspect of the parent / child relationship is evident, what
makes the child achieve is the work ethic and moral compass that is instilled in
him. A carpenter cannot teach his son how to be a doctor, but he can show him
how to make the right decisions to be anything he wants. This is the greatness
of the Peterstown community. The first wave of immigrants came with little but
the clothes on their backs, yet they were able to reach the heights of The
American Dream through integrity and hard work. They could never have
immigrated to the world as it is today. Their focus was giving their children an
opportunity for a better life. It is what I strive for today, a hundred years after

my grandfather arrived from Italy and settled in Peterstown. ¥:35

(left, I-r) Joe and Tina Renna look over the 776 pages
of The Peterstown Book that they will officially
release at a launch party on November 16, 2013.
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Twelve thousand newspapers are printed and distributed
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tion contained within is accurate, Around About Peterstown as-
sumes no liability for errors or omissions.
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PRESS RELEASES
Press Releases that benefit the community of Pe-
terstown are offered free of charge. Every effort will
be made to accommodate appropriate articles when
time and space allows. Send any info in early.

ADVERTISERS: CALL TINA RENNA
908-709-0530

www.PeterstownN]J.com

LETTER POLICY

Around About Peterstown welcomes Letters to
the Editor at our postal, fax or e-mail addresses.

Letters must include sender’s name, address and
phone number (only name and town will be printed) .

Letters should be typed. Letters appear as space
permits. We reserve the right not to print a letter with-
out notifying sender.

by Fr. Pat Angelucci
reprinted from the
October 26, 2013

you on our celebration of Italian Heritage Month.

In these weeks I have been to a number of celebrations.

Naturally, as a first generation Italian American myself,

these celebrations fill me with a sense of deep pride in my

[talian heritage and gratitude for all that has come to me

from my Italian roots. At the same time, these

celebrations, as wonderful and important as they are, have

challenged me in my mind and heart. Has my (our)
Italian heritage been reduced to raising the Italian flag —
marching in the Columbus Day Parade — speaking some
[talian words and taking part in dinner dances? Again,
please don’t get me wrong, I appreciate these events; they
are important — but our Italian heritage is much more
than that — it has to be!

The Italians that came to this country were rooted in
their Catholic faith. They loved their Church; it was the
center of their lives and family activity. Is this really the
case today or have some of us become absorbed by a
secular culture that gives little or no attention to God and
faith in daily life? The Italians that came here held dearly
to the value and importance of family — family life,
children, Sundays as family days gathered around God’s
table at Mass and the family table at home. At a time
when “family” is so much under attack in our society, can
we, as Italian Americans, honestly say we value family
differently than the society in which we live? The Italians
that came to this country were proud to be Americans.
Many gave their lives in war to protect the freedoms of
our nation and they raised their children to take
advantage of the opportunities for education and work
that America afforded to them. In an America today that
sometimes shows no pride or respect for our flag and for
the sacrifices of those who died for it, are we Italian-

Americans also sometimes indifferent to our country?
The Italians that came to this country suffered and had to
overcome deep prejudices merely because they were
“Italian”; they were different. All of us have stories we can
tell of family members who suffered — perhaps some of us
even saw our family names changed because it was the
only way to get a job or an opportunity to get ahead. As
America faces the challenges of new immigrants today, do

we remember our suffering and reach out to them or do

Advertising in this
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Renna Media

newspapers

Our readers
make the best
customers for

your business.

Reserve space in the next issue.
Call Tina today at 908-418-5586
or email info@rennamedia.com

St. Anthony Church Bulletin.

This week I want to share a few random thoughts with

FR. PAT EXTOLS THE VIRTUES
OF HIS ITALIAN HERITAGE

“From the Desk of the Pastor” we forget what is was like for those early Italians?

Italian Heritage Month should be a time of pride, but
also of reflection and challenge for those of us who are
rightly proud to say: “I am an Italian American!”
Recently, our Holy Father, Pope Francis, spoke about
what he called “painted” Christians — they have a
superficial coating of Christianity with no substance. It
made me reflect not only on my Christian heritage —
but also on my Italian heritage. [ can run the risk of
being a “painted” Italian — the colors are there, but it is
a superficial coating, with no substance. My Italian
heritage calls me to deepen my Catholic faith and live
and practice it every day. My Italian heritage calls me
to renew my love and commitment to true family
values. My Italian heritage calls me to have a love for
America and a desire to safeguard our truest American
values of religious freedom and the right to work and
the dignity that comes from an honest day’s work. My
Italian heritage calls me to reach out and help and
support the new immigrants that come to our country

with their dreams and aspirations.

I am proud to be an Italian American but I don’t
want to be a “painted” one, happy with superficial show
— that fades and is not “heritage”. No. [ want to be
Italian in my core, which means faith and family and
country and concern for others. This is my prayer for
all the members of the parish — but especially those of us
who, this month, celebrate what it truly means to be
Italian! God bless you! 35
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Editor’s

Opinion

everybody has one - this is mine - by Joe Renna

[t is impossible to thank everyone who helped produce
this paper over the past fourteen years. So many people
helped in little ways, but there were those who were
consistently generous in their assistance. | would like to
thank every one of the thousands of smiling faces that
appear in the book, the families and people who make up
The Burg. Tina and I always felt it was a privilege to have
them share their life stories with us.

The Peterstown Book has been a labor of love for me
and a very personal endeavor. I'd like to thank my family
for their support, and especially acknowledge those who
guided me to such a wonderful life, my mother,
grandmothers and my aunts. The women in our Italian-
American culture played the most important part in
raising the children and managing the family. I salute
them all.

[ always had the desire to be an artist and there were a
slew of teachers who taught me technique but no one
influenced me more than poet Bob Rixon, the only
person who I know personally that is a true artist.

Getting 15,000 newspapers produced and distributed
every two months was a daunting task. First and
foremost, thanks must be given to the advertisers.
Without their support there would have been no
newspaper. Thanks must also be extended to the readers.
The popularity of the newspaper prompted the
submissions from the community and interest from
businesses.

There were many friends who worked behind the
scenes. One of my key go-to people was Mike LoBrace of
Michelino’s Restaurant, who has an amazing knowledge
of language, culture and local history.

I cannot thank John Sacco enough. He has been at
the forefront of keeping the neighborhood intact. His
generosity in support of the Church and neighborhood is
unmatched. He has kept traditions alive and as the

BOOK LAUNCH PARTY SATURDAY NOV. 16 2013

president of the Sons of Peterstown Sports Club,
extended those traditions to another generation. The
newspaper would not have existed without his support.
His butcher shop has been my virtual office and served
as my distribution center.

The book is far from perfect, but it is the best I could
do. Through the years I struggled with spelling, names
and some facts that may be inaccurate, but that is the
nature of oral history. Lore, legend and memoirs tend to
be romanticized and embellished, for which, I am the
king.

It was only after I applied Voltaire’s aphorism “Perfect
is the enemy of good,” that [ was able to proceed. Any
resemblance to professionalism must be attributed to my
wife Tina, who not only had to deal with my proclivities
but had to make sense of what I was writing, sometimes
to no avail. By taking responsibility for every practical
aspect of the production and business, she allowed me to
run wild with my creativity. It was a perfect marriage of
my fantasy and reality.

Her initial concern that the newspaper would be too
esoteric was pleasingly dispelled, but she sill kept a
watchful eye on it. She worked with no fanfare and
allowed me to take all the credit. It is with extreme
gratitude to Tina that this book was made possible, and
that my life has been tremendous. ¥
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Anyone who would like to retail the book in their place of business should contact Joe at 908-447-1295 or email info@rennamedia.com

(above Tina Renna at age 14 climbing the Grease Pole
at the San Gennaro Feast in Little Italy, NYC.

Photo by: Susan Meiselas

THIS BOOK IS
DEDICATED TO TINA

The love of my life, my wife of 25 years.
Tina Renna (nee Grosso) at age 14 climbing the

Grease Pole at the San Gennaro Feast in Little Italy,
NYC. I love this photo because it shows how tenacious
she is. Tina approaches every aspect of her life with the
same intensity. She gives her all, as a wife and mother,
friend and neighbor, in running the house and the busi-
ness, and in charity and public rights advocacy. She may
be a long way from those days scampering around the
streets of Little Italy but the spirit of that scrappy little
rascal is 100% intact. ¥
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By Joe &Tina Renna
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Cent’Anni

The 100 year history
of an Italian-American
neighborhood

ORDER NOW!

- On line at PeterstownN].com
- By phone 908-418-5586

- Mail Check and form to:
Renna Media
202 Walnut Ave.,
Cranford, NJ 07016

A

- Email inquiries to: e’
info@rennamedia.com (&l

e 776 Oversized Pages
e Thousands of Photos
e Hundreds of Recipes

The Peterstown Book is the 100 year history of an
[talian-American neighborhood told through stories
about the people and families who lived there. The book
records the oral history in danger of being lost and
illustrates the traditions and customs of the community
through thousands of photos, hundreds of recipes, and
antidotes shared by residents past and present.

! $45 + Sales Tax ($3.15 for NJ purchases only. )'
l Case of (6) $240 + NJ Sales Tax ($16.80)
| FREE Shipping Number of Books:

Total check/charge amount

Credit Card: Visa MC Discover
Credit card number
Expiration date / ( mm/yy )
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Billing Address

(If shipping address is different from billing please supply both.)

Phone
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ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

If you like the paper, please thank an advertiser. The
businesses that advertise in this paper make it possible to
print. You can show your appreciation for their support by
patronizing their business's. If they keep advertising, we
will keep printing.

Advertising starts at $60 for a business card size ad, up
to $600 for a full page. Anyone interested in Pl_gcing an ad

can contact Tina Renna at (908) 709-0530.
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HACE 75TH ANNIVERSARY LEGACY CAMPAIGN
TO SHARE SUCCESS STORIES: RAISE FUNDS FOR
LESNIAK RECOVERY HIGH SCHOOL

Legacy Reception to be held at MetLife Stadium on Thursday, November 14, 2013, 6pm

This fall, the Housing Authority of the City of Elizabeth
(HACE) will celebrate 75 years of service in the
community. From its inception in 1938, the organization
has provided affordable and low income housing and
services, to thousands of families and spearheaded over
$200Million in redevelopment projects. HACE will
celebrate the occasion with a 75th Anniversary Legacy
Campaign to share tenant success stories and highlight past
and current projects.

As a major part of the campaign, HACE has partnered
with Prevention Links, a 501¢3 organization, to raise funds
in support of opening the Raymond Lesniak ESH Recovery
High School with a special reception at MetLife Stadium

MetLife Stadium as preparations are made for the 2014
NYC/N] Super Bowl and live entertainment by Valarie
Adams & the Dimension Band.

“One of the central themes of our 75th Anniversary
Legacy Campaign will be to change the perception about
public housing programs and the people we serve. Many
of our residents go on to purchase homes, open businesses,
attend college, and give back to the community. These
success stories represent our legacy in the community, one
which we look to build upon in the future," stated
William Jones, Executive Director of HACE.

In addition to the fundraiser, HACE will dedicate all
of its fall programming to the 75th Anniversary Legacy

on Thursday, November 14, 2013, 6pm. The event,
entitled “HACE presents The Big Game Experience”, will
be attended by NY Giant Football Legend Harry Carson,
feature a 75-year timeline display, and provide the chance

Campaign, launch a new website, and hang
commemorative banners at housing sites. The business
and local community are encouraged to become involved
in the campaign by attending an event, becoming a

for guests to learn more about the charter high school. sponsor, or nominating a tenant (past or present) to be

Guests will also be treated to a behind the scenes look at featured in the history exhibit and legacy campaign. r;

For more information about the HACE 75th Anniversary Legacy Campaign or “HACE presents:
The Big Game Experience” contact Barbara Johnson, HACE Director of Administration & Finance
at 908-965-2400 x 113 or via email at bjohnson@hacenj.com.

158 Washington Avenue ® Elizabeth, NJ 07202 ¢ (908) 355-5535
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“The Study of Dance”
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e CONTEMPORARY e CREATIVE MOVEMENT
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* ZUMBA® FITNESS FOR ADULTS We Carry a Complete Selection of Dance Apparel.
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(908) 353-6653
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f& COLTON’S PHARMAGY

’ Serving the Community for Over 100 Years

All Prescription Plans Gladly Accepted

Se Habla Espafiol
Parla Italiano
Fala-Se Portugues

Naren (Nick) Yasa - Pharmacist

851 Elizabeth Ave. (Corner Smith St) Elizabeth, NJ 07201-2755




(above)
on FX’s “The Shield” for seven years, finishing up the last two seasons as Executive Producer. Kurt is the creator
of Sons of Anarchy on FX and writes, produces, directs, and performs for the series now in its 6th season. Sutter
has projects in development at Warner Bros and Paramount. He is married to Katey Sagal, star of the series.
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(f\ﬂ\"sg I(I)‘|I=' s7g ﬁﬂ'ﬂﬂﬁbﬁ ST. ANTHONY’S ALUMNI
Friday, Nov. 29, 2013

@ Kenilworth Inn

R.S.V.P. and send check for $78 per person
payable to RC/GC “78 Reunion to

= L Rocco DePaola, Esq. 312 North Avenue,

e e Cranford, NJ 07016

By far the most accomplished alum from RCs class of 78 is Kurt Sutter. In 2001, he became a staff writer

/

for putting
more green In
your pocket.

Open any Performance
checking account and get

150

Simply establish a qualifying direct deposit and make
at least one payment with PNC Online Bill Pay.

Get #150 at the new PNC Elizabeth Branch.

Thinking green? S0 are we. PNC has more newly constructed
LEED -certified green buildings than any company in the
world.” But being green is also about you: Stop in today

and ask how you can get ¥150. Mot to mention gquidance

to grow your money and a greener state of mind.

Be sure to stop by.

PNC Elizabeth Branch

928 South Elmora Avenue
lacross from Bayway Circle)

Elizabeth
Call: 908-354-3549

Branch Hours
M-F ?-6 = Sat 9-12

for the achiever in you*

& PNCBANK

*Mew Perfermance, Performance Select Chacking, ¥irtual Wallet with Performance Spend or Virtual ‘Wallst
with Performance Select must be cpened between 1001/13 and 10/31/13.

To gualsly Tor & S150 reward, a qualifying dire<t deposit mast be received and at least 1 payment must be
complatad via PHC Online Bill Pay withen &0 days of acoount opening. Far Yirlual Wallat accounts, paymiand
must be made from the Spend accound. Your chedking accownt must remain open in order for you to receive
the S50 reward, which will be credited to the ligible accoumt within 60 days after both conditions have besn
mat and will be iantihed as "Cash Trans Promoe Fesard” on your morthly statemant. & qualdying Direct
Deposit is defined as a recurring Direct Deposit of a paycheck, pension, Social Security or other regular
monthly incoms slectronically deposiled inlo & Perfarmance or Performance Select Checking sacccunl. ar Lhe
Spend account of 3 Wirtwal Wallet with Parformanse Spend or Wirtual Wallat with Parformance Salect. The
total amount of all qualitying direct deposits credited to your checking account mast be at least $2000. The
Direct Deposit musl be made by an empleyer o an oulside agency. Transfers from ene accounl 1o anolher,
or degosits made at a branch or ATH, do not qualidy as Dwect Daposits,

Mew account will mot be eligible for offer if any signer has signing avthority on an existing PHC Bank
congumes che<king aoteum! or has closed an scoun! within 1he pasq 70 days, or has besn pasd 8 promotional
pramium in the past 12 months, Limd one pramium per nes acocun. | mulliple aoceunts are apened with
the same signers, only one accound 'will be eligible for the premium. For this offer signing authority will be
defined by the custemer namads) and social security numberls] registersd on (e account.

Im ki avend that wa deferming in aur sole discration that yeur account dees nof meat The aligibility criteria ar
the activity on your account does not gualify as a Dualifying Direct Deposit, we will not be chligated to credit
wour account with the payoul.

**Laurce; U5, Grean Bullding Council, November 2010

02013 The PHNC Fimancial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PHC Bank, Mational Association
Member FOIC {T£745]
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BACK IN ACTION

After our second successful Fundraising
Dinner/Dance in October 2012 in which $10,000.00
was raised and donated to Our Lady of Guadalupe
Academy (formerly St. Anthony’s Grammar
School), and a restful summer for all our devoted
alumni, the call came out from Principal Deacon Joe
Caporaso for some cases of copy paper which the
school needs to function. A contact was made to the
St. Anthony Alumni Memorial Fund Committee
and within 24 hours 10 cases of much needed paper
was personally delivered to the school by alumni
members. Thanks to the thoughtful and generous
donations of our members and supporters they were
able to promptly help Deacon Joe and the school.
Many thanks to all involved. St. Anthony’s school

spirit is alive and well. %35

(left) St. Anthony Alumni
Memorial Fund member,
Anthony Bartone (Class
of 1970) and Our Lady of
Guadalupe Academy
Principal Deacon Joe
Caporaso receiving
donation by the St.
Anthony Alumni
Memorial Fund.

Visit our website
for news and upcoming events:
www.StAnthonyfund.org

GARCESCSGRABLER

LA OFFICES

PASQUALE O. VELLA

Attorney At Law
Parlo Italiano

2 South Broad Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07202

pvella@garcesgrabler.com

Office (908) 436-0001
Fax (908) 436-0002

www.garcesgrabler.com

Basehall
& Softhall

=Training

' Facility
Where Stars Are made!

Climate Controlled Facility

o Facility rentals
 Batting cage rentals
o Pitching machine
with tokens
¢ Live pitching available
Also, ask about our training classes:
o Strength and conditioning
¢ Speed and agility o All star power training
o Little sluggers o Fastpitch clinics
¢ 5 tools program and training packages

All classes and clinics conducted by certified personal trainers
and coaches with experience at all levels.

908-469-7244
367 Reuter Ave. Elizabeth, NJ

www.TheHitFactoryBaseball.com
Hours of operation: Monday-Friday: 2pm-9pm,
Saturday: 9am-9pm, Sunday: 9am-6pm
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[ recently read that when a couple was asked for the
secret to their longstanding marriage, they answered that
they “grew up in and were married during a time that if
something was broken, you fixed it. Everything is
disposable today.” As I started to prepare myself to write
this, I thought how that statement really was so
appropriate for my mother-in-law and father-in-law.

On August 29, 2013, Ann (Nigro) and Russell Harris
celebrated 70 years of marriage. At the beginning of this
year, their children knew that such a milestone
demanded a special celebration. After all, not too many
people get a chance to celebrate a marriage of seventy
years. A party was planned and their 70th wedding
anniversary was celebrated with all of their children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, extended family and
friends on August 25, 2013 at the Galloping Hill Club
House.

Deacon Joe Caporaso of Saint Anthony’s Church was
invited to give a blessing and, amazingly, their best man
and maid of honor, Joe Urso and Sue Tomasso, were able
to once again stand by their side.

Ann tells the story of seeing Russell each day from the
window of her classroom at Battin High School. He
would be on his way to Thomas Jefferson High School
and would wave up to her. They began to run into one

another with their friends at the local Friday night dances

and before long, they were a couple. They were married

(above, sted, lt) Ann and Russ Harris with children
(standing, l-r) Patricia, Rusty and Kathy.

SEVENTY YEARS OF LOVE

Submitted by Debbie Harris
in 1943 in a religious ceremony in Saint Anthony’s
Church Sacristy. They both tell the story of how, when
they were talking to the priest in Saint Anthony’s about
their wedding plans, he immediately separated them and
spoke to them individually when he learned that Russell
was not Catholic. He tried to assure Ann that she could
find a nice Catholic boy to marry, but she wasn’t having
any of it. They loved one another and they were going
to be married.

Because of the difference in religions, they were not
permitted to have their marriage ceremony in the
Church itself, but were married in the Sacristy.
Thankfully, Ann did not take the priest’s advice.

For several years, the couple lived in areas around the
country in places where Russell was stationed while in
the Navy. Eventually the war came to an end and he was
discharged. They had their first child, Patricia, and a few
years later, added to their family with the birth of their
son, Russell (Rusty). Eight years later, their daughter,
Kathleen, was born. The family resided in Elizabeth and
Roselle Park before returning to Elizabeth when Ann’s
father passed away. They moved back to Ann’s
childhood home at 30 Palmer Street, where the couple
lives to this very day.

The years came and went and the couple’s lives
together withstood the pressures of the loss of family

members and sickness. Any problems they encountered

(below) Harris grandchildren and
(right) Great-grandchildren

only strengthened the bonds between them.

Patricia went on to marry Vic Guidetti of Berkeley
Heights and they had four children together. Rusty
married Debbie Steele of Elizabeth and they had three
children. Kathy married George Brophy of Elizabeth and
they had three children. Through those marriages, Ann
and Russell have been blessed with 10 grandchildren and
14 great-grandchildren. In February, they will be blessed
with their 15th great-grandchild.

Fifty years after their marriage, when they were about
to celebrate their Golden Wedding Anniversary, Russell
asked the priest whether or not Ann would finally be
allowed to walk down the aisle. Of course, the thinking
of the Church had changed drastically by that time and
his beloved Ann walked down that aisle in front of all
her family and friends with a beaming Russell by her side.
The couple’s marriage had not only survived, but had
thrived for 50 years, despite advice from that priest that
they should not marry. The difference in religions made
no difference in the love or commitment that this couple
had for one another. They would go on happily for
another twenty years to reach their 70th Wedding
Anniversary.

Yes, Ann and Russell have been blessed to be able to
live long enough to celebrate 70 years of marriage, but
again, | am reminded of the elderly couple who was asked
the secret to the longevity of their marriage. Ann and
Russell grew up in a time when something was broken,
you fixed it. You don’t reach 70 years of married life
without problems. You reach 70 years of marriage by love
and commitment to one another. This is exactly what
Ann and Russell have done. They stuck with the vows
they made all those years ago. God bless them with
many more years together. ¥

(left, l-r) Deacon Joe Caporaso administers a 70 year
anniversary blessing to the original cast of the 1943
wedding, best man Joe Urso, Bride Ann Nigro, Groom
Russ Harris and Maid of Honor Sue Tomasso.

DIRECTIONS fram Garden State Parkway
SOUTHEDUMD 1o Exit 136 Exil om ta Cemtennial Ave. A thind MORTHEDUND fo Exit 1
traftic gt make & rghl oibo Myrile Streal. Buarsr mile 18 Cambsmnial A, AL Thiv
Strast, Quartar mile 1o ad

#ildraas, on cornas At Gommeercs Drive,

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS

Warehouse Sale

Choose [rom a huge selection ol Artilicial Trees,
Wreaths and Garlands at Wholesale Prices!
PLUS: # Comiplee Lighting Departinen

# Lo ared Cotdion Diecvnitions,

s {rill Wrap — By Oae Gel Oig Free

# Largs seloctivn ol Ribheas nd Baws
Friday, November 29 to Friday, December 20
OPEN DAILY 9:00AM to 4:30PM

Located ai: 2 Commerce Drive, Cranford, N]

= Chpsements an<d Tricnmings [
Arvurud e Warld
¢ Fibier Cptie Light Desorativas
drte! much e ..

Kit &nd tarn adt &t trafiic 1Bght an ta
ghl maka & right omte Myrihs
o cormesr at Comnsarce Drive,




BATTIN HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1960
CELEBRATES 50TH CLASS REUNION

On September 11, 2010, the Battin High School Class Kathy came up with an idea for a "Battin Birthday
of 1960 celebrated its 50th reunion at Boulevard Five 72,  Bash" in 2012 to celebrate everyone's 70th birthday,

in Kenilworth. with a 55th reunion to follow in 2015. These events
Everyone enjoyed seeing their classmates, renewing were overwhelmingly approved by everyone there. The

old friendships and reminiscing the good times they evening proved to be an enormous success.

shared during their high school years. The night also Anyone who would like to contact the Class of 1960

presented a few surprises such as a booklet of pictures and  with information about classmates or for future events, e-
events from previous reunions along with a CD of mail sixtybattingrad@aol.com, kathyklmt@verizon.net,
popular songs of the '50s and '60s that was given to each  or 732 381-0118. ¥
gal in attendance.

In her opening speech, Kathy (Dowzycki) Kreshock
acknowledged departed classmates and those who wanted

to be there bur couldn't due to illness.

After an evening of delicious food and drink, singing

(above) Battin High 50th Reunion Comm1ttee

(standing, I-r) Lorraine (Flammia) Stinner, Geri
(Schwartz) Grohol and Joan (Fedin) Shyjan (sitting)
Committee Chairman, Kathy (Dowzycki) Kreshock.

and dancing to the 'old songs', members of the reunion
committee: Geri (Schwartz) Grohol, Lorraine (Flammia)
Stinner and Lucille Disano passed out questionnaires to
get input for future events. Also assisting the committee
(left) Committee members (I-r) Lynnea Prunkel,
Lotraine (Flammia) Stinner and Lucille Disano.

were, Joan (Hergert) Pignataro, Joan (Fedin) Shyjan and
Carole (Goldblatt) Beck.

As a proud resident of Peterstown, it has been my pleasure
to have serviced the community’s car and truck buying needs.
Together with Richard Lucas of Richard Lucas Chevrolet & Subaru,
we have been satisfying area residents for many years.
With the excellent reputation of the Lucas family, we promise
to keep you a very satisfied customer for many years to come.

Thank you,

Angelo Strazzella

RICHARD LUCAS
CHEVROLET SUBARU

732-694-3848
1077 US -1 « Avenel, NJ 07001
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Our freind needs our prayers
As some may already know, a true,
lifelong Son of Peterstown, Mr. Sal-

vatore Coppa, has been hospital-

ized. Born, raised and still a

resident, he has given much to the
city and neighborhood he loves and
at this time we ask simply for your

prayers during this unfortunate

time. Please include and keep him
and his family in your thoughts and
prayers."----Friends of Sal Coppa

574 Second Ave. ¢ Elizabeth, NJ

John’s Caffé

Pizza & Caterers
Eat-In e Take-Out ¢ Delivery

908.354.5260
Fax: 908.354.0085
www.johnscaffe.com

Please Call Ahead For
Prompt Delivery & Pick-Up
All Day Delivery To Elizabeth
And Surrounding Areas -
Minimum $10.00

School & Corporate

Accounts Welcome

Family Owned
& Operated For
Over 40 Years Serving
The Neighborhood
of Peterstown
Catering For
All Occasions

(Ask us for a catering menu) (The Best Paninis in Town!)

Mon - Thur: 9:30 am - 9:00 pm
Fri: 9:30 am - 10:00 pm

Sat: 10:30 am - 10:00 pm
Sunday Closed

Find us on Facebook
@Johns caffe
SE HABLE ESPANOL

— A

BELLA
GINA’S

ITALIAN DELI

Where you are treated like family
Gina And Anthony Garofalo

Catering ¢ Café

908-925-6868
Fax 908-925-5736

BLOCKBUSTER PLAZA
1025 W. St. Georges Ave. * Linden, NJ

519.95 Per Person
mvclucles 20 bems

Off-Premises
Catering Special
Fackages

510 Per Person

UNICO MAKES IT TO SEMIS IN BOCCE TORN

By Salvatore Coppa

The Elizabeth Chapter of UNICO’s bocce team has
greatly improved over the past year making it all the way
to the semi finals at the District XI bocce tournament.
The team consisting of Chapter members Lou Bani, Joe
Chiari, Lou Di Leo and Salvatore Coppa took part in the
event which was held on September 22 at Montville
Community Park. All proceed were donated to cancer
research. UNICO Chapters from all over the area joined
in on the fun.

The daylong event was attended by UNICO National
President Michael Veselka and Second Vice President
Dominick Nicasrto as well as several hundred bocce
players, family, friends and spectators. As with any
[talian event food was plentifully. Long tables of Italian
specialties such as stuffed shells, meatballs, sausage &

Bakery

1027 Chestnut Street « Roselle, NJ

908-245-4388

Tuesday - Saturday 5am - 7pm
Sunday 5am - 6pm

BYOB

peppers, octopus salad, tripe, chicken & veal parmesan
and much more lined the pavilion. All the food was
donated by local Italian restaurants. Homemade Italian
cookies and zeppoli topped off the day.

Elizabeth Chapter Second Vice President Joe Chiari
summed it up best “A fun family oriented event raising
money for a good cause, I'm happy our chapter

participated.”...indeed! ¥

(above, I-r) Lou Di Leo, Joe Chiari,
Sal Coppa, Lou Bani,

[ Gabbiano

An Ttalian Bistro

CranfordBistro.com
10 SOUTH AVE; CRANFOBD NJ 07016

PARTIES & CATERING AVAILABLE
(908) 497-1990

908.486.6110

Fax: 908.486.6112

\

%Mf @ @mw

ITALIAN & SPANISH CUISINE

LUNCH & DINNER e LUNCH SPECIALS AND HAPPY HOUR
Open 7 days - Outdoor dining on patio
Mondays & Tuesdays 9 pm - midnight '/ off
all appetizers, margaritas, & sangria

2048 E. Saint Georges Avenue - Linden, NJ 07036

Catering Available For Any Occasion
Private room with a view!

Place Your Catering Package FREE LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Thanksaivi For Football Ganves  FriDAY & SATURDAY 7PM-11PM
an sgwmg 449,95 KARACKE EVERY THURSDAY BPM-11PM
u,rders WIﬂ'I Us! Tuzsday-Thursday & Sunday 4:30pm-G30pm

7249,
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ke Al oras =f zaala, el g
leflorg 1ol Ly o sde dbn il baps’

5can For Our All-Day
b 510 Express Menu

Incluces i sop o
ud' Eniree, pasld
2o
rdl

ordep, | ojn of ety g Db bread
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Dine With Us ;
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4§20 For 20 [tems! Thenkagiving Catgring
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Y4 Who can forget
Goodman's Deli located
on Elmora Avenue

in Elizabeth?

For aver 50 years the local
community enjoyed delicious food
-l Goodman’s, People still shop by
our former Ellzabed iocation to ask
wifiere we have qone.

EST. 1943

RESTAURANT(&)DELI

Dime in, Take out, Delivery and Catering:
E = Hal pasirani, carned boaf, el briskes But lnok na Turther..

And came visit Gondman's Deliin
Barkeley Helghts, K, whene wa have
malnkained the sare high-quafiy
facds and recipes hat yoli faved

at the Elizabeth ledation.

w Fresh raast beel ey wraps, bungens

« Fampeus chapmed lver, patats pancakes, krashss

= hatzo Ball Soup and athes homemade saups daily
= Breakiast served all day

= Dairy platiers, lox and bapel plattess, shive pletters [T
Tues-%at,

Bam—Spm

Sun & Mon
Sam—3pm

Mof Kosher
400 Springfleld Avenue - Barkelay Halghts, M) - phone: B0OS 898 0800

s aoodmanadall net

Celebrating the

GRAND OPENING
of our
Kenilworth Location!

LIVE MUSIC
Fri & Sat
6 pm-9pm

Kenilworth Location

We Host
Private Parties
& Corporate Events!

908-349-8060
625 NORTH MICHIGAN AVE. KENILWORTH

Visit our other locations: In UNION at 1988 Morris Ave. ¢ In ELIZABETH at 356 Rahway Ave.

www.Donalexrestaurant.com

5 OFF

ANY PURCHASE
Of $20 or more

"Don Alex” Restawrant

Limit 1 per customer. Cannot be combined
with other offers or discounts. Exp.12-15-13

s2 OFF

ANY PURCHASE
Of $10 or more

"Don Alex” Restaurant

Limit 1 per customer. Cannot be combined
with other offers or discounts. Exp. 12-15-13
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Owned and operated
by the Savarese family
since 1987 ..«

TORNA A. SORRENTO
RISTORANTE

Cocktails - Lunch - Dinner
54 Westfield Ave. ¢ Elizabeth, NJ 07208

(908) 351-4060
Ample Parking

TEQUILA'S &
GRILL ~5 <

Mediterranean & Mexican Cuisine
Check website for special menus:
www.tequilasgrill.org
- Catering for all occasions
908.965.1002
Private parking available Fax: 908-965-1003

Check website for special menu: www.tequilasgrill.org

824 Pearl Street ¢ Elizabeth, NJ 07208

City Tavern and Restaurant

‘A casual place with exquisite food.”
The house of the Parillada del Patron and the Meat Entraiia.

Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner.
Weekdays: 11 am to 2 am, Weekends: 11 am to 3 am

(908) 353-7113
1109 Elizabeth Avenue ¢ Elizabeth, NJ
N PRIVATE PARTIES BE®Ed )

TACOS - TEGUILA

e de
AS SEEN IN THE NEW YORK TIMES!

Your favorite Mexican Joint, driven by your
favorite Restauranteur, Joe Montes. Whether
your looking for Killer Mexican Street Cuisine
or a Hip City Lounge to park for awhile with a

Cadillac Margarita or a Lobster Tail Fajita.

Hours of operation: Happy hour 3-6
Wed, Thu & Sat: 1pm-2am, Fri 11:30am-2am, Sun 1pm-9pm

2258 Morris Avenue
Union New Jersey 07083
908-349-8411
www.TheRedCadillacNJ.com

Café Gallo

Pizzeria & Restaurant
908-756-4745 www.cafegallos.com
1153 Inman Avenue * Edison, NJ 08820

(Plenty of parking located in the North Side Plaza)

Follow us on

Authentic Italian Cuisine.
Serving... Italian Specialities
including Fresh Seafood, Steaks, Pastas, etc.
Specializing In Family Style Portions

On & off Premise Catering . . .
Customized to fit
your personal needs.
Party Room available up to 70 people!

OPEN 7 DAYS - Mon. - Thurs. 11:30 am to 10 pm WE DELIVER
Fri. Sat. 11:30 am - 11 pm Sun. 12 noon - 9 pm Min. $10
ESoXE Corporate accounts welcome. B.Y.0.B.




(above) Peterstown Newspaper publisher Joe Renna with
a cucuzza from his garden is standing in front of his fig
tree that was started with a shoot from Maria and Danny
Loffa’s tree ten years ago, just prior to Danny’s passing,
The old street sign is from the corner of Fourth Avenue
and Niles Street in the Peterstown section of Elizabeth,
NJ where the Renna and Loffa families homes were
located. They are neighbors once again in Cranford.

“A real brick oven produces a fabulous crust

antillo’s gz

now OPEN
BHIEK ﬂVEH PIZZA *

oNDAYS
check us out at merchantcircle.com, keyword: Santillo’s

ESDAYS
08-354-1887

639 So. Broad St. « Elizabeth, NJ
Al & Lorraine Santillo, Proprietors

Stale wide winner Inside Jersey Magazine, Aug. 2011
Critic’s Choice: Best Pizza New Jersey Monthly, Aug. 2010/2011

Fat & Cold Subis £ Moxe
Try our W Kabobs and Salads!

908-662-3322

Lunch and Dinner
Eat in or Pick up

701 Elizabeth Ave.
Elizabeth, NJ 07201
Corner of Seventh Street
Open 6 Days A Week
Sun - Thurs: 11 am to 10 pm
Fri & Sat: 11 amto 11 pm
Closed Tuesdays

Formerly Elin’s
Newly Remodeled!
Same owner for 32 years.

Recipes
Submitted by Maria Loffa
NOTE: Maria says that it is very difficult to make these

without having seen them being made. The measurements
are not accurate and the consistency of the mixtures and
the construction of the shape is hard to put into words.
The Marmalade Cookies are made like Raviolis and the
Figs are made in long rolls, flattened a little, then sliced.
Using the cuccuzza, sometimes called Italian squash, in
place of fruit marmalade is common with Sicilians. Maria
says “My family continued to make these cookies every
Christmas holiday since my mom passed away in 1994.
We missed just one year when My husband Danny passed
away in 2008. My daughters Jennifer and Angela help me
while my son Arminio does quality control. Good luck to
who ever tries these recipes. These amounts below make a

lot of cookies.” ¥3

Marmalade Cookies
INGREDIENTS:
12 cups flour
2 — 10 oz. Jars Peach Marmalade
2 1/2 cups Crisco Shortening
12 Eggs
PREPARATION: ORANGE MARMAILADE:

1) Save skins from 4 dozen oranges. Boil till skins are

4 1/2 cups Sugar

1 1/2 cups Milk

4 tsp. Vanilla

10 tsp. Baking Powder

tender, changing water 3 or 4 times.

2) Drain skins well, grind skins coarsely.

3) Weigh skins and add equal amounts of sugar.

4) Put skins back in pot over very low heat, add sugar
stirring constantly till sugar melts.

5) Remove from heat, add 1 to 2 (10 oz.) jars of peach
marmalade until proper consistency is achieved.

6) Add 1 ¥ cups of chopped walnuts.

PREPARATION: DOUGH:

1) Blend Crisco into flour with the palms of your hands.

2) Add baking powder.

3) Beat eggs, add sugar till it dissolves.

4) Add milk, and vanilla.

4 ) Mix into flour mixture and knead

(add flour as needed, mixture should not be sticky).
5) Roll and fill
6) Bake at 350 till golden brown.
PREPARATION: CUCUZZA MARMALADE:

1) Peel, remove seeds and cube Cucuzza

2) Boil cucuzza until tender changing water 2 to 3 times.

3) Remove and strain water out as much as possible using
a strainer.

4) Then process in a meat grinder of similar contraption.

5) Weigh what is left of the cucuzza and measure out an
equal amount of sugar.

6) Put cucuzza back into the pot and while constantly
stirring over low 