
When Washington Irving needed an amusing antidote for his novel “The Life
of Christopher Columbus” he used poetic license and created the myth that

people thought the world was flat and Columbus set off to prove it wasn’t. This
goes to show how fiction, when repeated enough, can be considered the truth. 

Columbus's accomplishments were so great that they really didn't need any
embellishment. Understanding the world at the time of his exploration adds to
the awesomeness of his journey. The concept that the world was round dates
back well over 2,000 years. The discrepancy that existed was just how big was
this sphere and what percentage of the earth's surface was covered by land. 

European nations enjoyed free trade with India and China to their mutual
benefit. The Mongol Empire facilitated safe passage through Asia until
Muslims of the Ottoman Empire, who created an economic blockade, toppled
them. To avoid violent confrontation, the Europeans sought alternative routes
to India. The most common was the long, arduous ocean voyage around
Africa. As difficult as the route proved to be, no alternative existed. 

The idea that a ship could sail westward and reach the shores of India was
bantered about from time to time but was rejected for various reasons. Hints
that there was a landmass between the two known continents was not proven
at the time. If calculations about the size of the earth were correct, then the
journey across the ocean would be twice the distance of the known landmass.
Most calculations had the earth measuring much smaller in circumference
than it actually was. Yet, there was no one who championed the idea to

venture out into the great unknown other than Columbus. 
The vision of his exploration and the passion with which he promoted it are commendable, but this only speaks to one aspect

of his greatness. Columbus had to lobby for funds and convince others that his plan was viable and worthwhile. It was no
small feat, politically and diplomatically. An achievement few statesmen can pull off. 

A third aspect of Columbus's journey that is note worthy is his skill as a sailor and navigator, managing three ships on a 65-
day journey before reaching land. He brought news of his discovery of this New World back to the Old World. The civilized

world saw an opportunity for expansion and settlements began immediately. Columbus would make three more voyages before
returning to Europe for good in 1504. 

The turn of events attributed to Columbus dramatically changed the face of the earth and the world, as it was known. It is hard to
imagine anything happening today that would parallel the significance of his
accomplishment. Though there were some who preceded Columbus across the Atlantic,

and many others who made it to the mainland, he is
recognized as being the catalyst for developing America. 

He has been an icon in his native country of Italy and
when Italians immigrated to America they brought

their adoration with them. He was first recognized in
1792 on the 300th anniversary of his voyage. The

Italian population of New York City on October
12, 1866 organized the first celebration of the

discovery of America.
In 1905, Colorado became the first state to

observe Columbus Day as a holiday, eventually
other states followed. In 1937, President
Franklin Roosevelt proclaimed every October
12 as Columbus Day. 

On October 6, 2006, the Sons of
Peterstown will be hosting a dinner in honor
of Columbus at the Peterstown Community
Center, Elizabeth, NJ. 
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(above, l-r) Theresa DeMaio, Doreen Sacco, Angela
Castaldo and Donna Garry sets the sails on the Sons of

Peterstown Santa Maria float built for the Columbus
Day Parade held in Elizabeth in 1990.

(left) Members of the Sons of
Peterstown gather around the Statue of
Christopher Columbus that stands along
the Third Avenue side of the School 3
playground (O’Brian Field) in 1990.
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Dear Mr. Renna,
It was indeed nostalgia time reading Bob Fernandez'

insightful and uniquely descriptive story on Kirk (Midtown)
Center. Personally, it was a vivid trip down memory lane
with the vintage pictures of Bob, Phil Saxton, whom I
managed and trained; Tony Orlando, Sr.; Rocky Albano, a
popular Peterstown pugilist in the 30's-----and the Center's
grand piano, which I played often after our workouts in the
gym.

I was from North Elizabeth; but as so many others who
developed an early interest in boxing, "Midtown" virtually
became a second home.

Regarding Bob Fernandez, I have known him over 60
years; and I doubt that anyone's passion for boxing could
surpass Bob's. He has impressed boxing enthusiasts for many
years with his anecdotes and instant recall of fighters and
boxing events. Much of his knowledge was acquired first-
hand from attending many championship and top boxing
matches; and talking with fighters and trainers in gyms and
training camps.

Over the past few years, Bob has been doing some
fighting with health problems. So, he put his time and vast
knowledge to work and has become a prolific writer of boxing
stories, with intimate details about prominent fighters.

Bob realized at an early age that collecting boxing
memorabilia could be very lucrative. He was passing a
tavern on Elizabeth Avenue and spotted a Zale-Graziano
poster in the window. He asked the bar tender what he was
going to do with it and was told, " take it kid, that fight is
history". Bob took the poster and sold it years later for $300.
History indeed! Eventually, the International Boxing Hall of
Fame in Canastota, New York became a market place for
exhibiting and selling his vast collection of boxing
memorabilia. Some of his customers were Emille Griffith,
Earnie Shavers, Joey Giardella and Billy Graham.

Bob will be inducted in the New Jersey Boxing Hall of
Fame as a boxing historian in November at the Venetian in
Garfield, New Jersey.

I reside in Toms River, with a considerable number of
Elizabethans in this area. A group of us get together
periodically to reminisce about Elizabeth, including my good
friend Tommy Kaczmarek, one of the most distinguished
judges in boxing history; Joe Postizzi, a municipal court judge
in Clark for 25 years, and a good friend for over 70 years;
Artie Capone, a pool shark from Elizabeth Avenue; Bill and
Cliff West from Frog Hollow; and Lenny Ferrara from
Peterstown. Joe Nugent and Dan Sullivan are also with us.
Dan receives Around About Peterstown and passes it on.

We heartily commend and thank you and your staff for a
unique, home-grown publication that we thoroughly enjoy.
God bless you with continued success. 

Pete Nozza
Toms River, NJ

LETTER POLICY
Around About Peterstown welcomes Letters to

the Editor at our postal, fax or e-mail addresses. 
Letters must include sender’s name, address and

phone number (only name and town will be printed).
Letters should be typed. Letters appear as space

permits. We reserve the right not to print a letter
without notifying sender. 
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The celebration after Italy’s World Cup

win was one of the biggest and best

parties that Peterstown ever had. 

The Sons of Peterstown has captured

that spirit and will be dishing it out when we host a dinner

to honor Columbus Day on Saturday, October 7th at the

Peterstown Community Center. Tickets are already on sale

and seating is limited to 250. I suggest you get your tickets

as soon as possible from either myself or Joe Renna.

Following the World Cup win, I spent a few weeks in

Italy with my family visiting relatives and sight seeing.

Words could not describe how fantastic the trip was for me

and my wife, but even more so for my kids. Walking

through buildings a thousand years old and living in a

culture unchanged for generations is an enlightening

experience. It gives a person a perspective on life. 

I have a bit of sad news to share in that my dog, Sheba,

passed away after being part of my family and a friend to

every customer and neighbor for the past 16 years.

Thank you and God bless.

John Sacco, President

President’s
Message

Printed on
Recycled Paper

www. Visit our website. 
Leave a message
on our Peterstown
Message board.

Hello Joe,
In your last issue you asked where in Elizabeth is route

25. I am circa 1926. Relying on just my memory, Route 25
was the same as U.S. 1. So was Spring Street in Elizabeth
and Edgar Road in Linden.

I believe the following Wikepedia Article - Route 25 bears
out my memory that Route 25 and U.S. 1 are one and the
same as is Spring Street and Edgar Rd.

Best wishes,
Len Conte
Punta Gorda, FL

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia:

Route 1: 1916-1927:
The Route 1 Extension, one of two routes that were

defined by the state legislature in 1916, is considered to be
the first "super highway" in the United States. [1] The
highway was built to carry large amounts of traffic from the
Holland Tunnel to the rest of the country. The south end of
the extension was at Edgar Road in Linden, just south of
Elizabeth and the Bayway Circle. Edgar Road had been built
as a shunpike in the 1800s, and now serves as part of U.S.
Route 1/US 9 south of the extension.

The road was built from 1927 to 1932, with all but the
Pulaski Skyway finished by 1930. It was a full freeway,
mostly elevated, from four blocks west of the Holland Tunnel
to Newark Airport, and a high-speed surface road from there
to Elizabeth (and beyond).

The city of Elizabeth opposed the alignment along Spring
Street, preferring the use of Division Street, but lost the
argument.

Route 25: 1927-1953
In the 1927 renumbering, the majority of the Jersey City-

Camden corridor, made of Routes 1 and 2, was assigned
Route 25. Additionally, the former Route 1 between
Elizabeth and New Brunswick became part of Route 27; a
new alignment was planned from Elizabeth to south of New
Brunswick, running east of the existing road and connecting
directly with the Route 1 Extension. 

Also in 1927, U.S. Route 1 was assigned to Route 25
north of the New Brunswick area (temporarily signed along
Route 27 until Route 25 was finished).

In the 1953 renumbering, the whole route was
decommissioned in favor of the U.S. Routes that were signed
along it - US 30,  US 130, US 1 and US 1 Business.

Dear Editor,
I was born and raised in Peterstown. My grandpa was

Laborer Gatto and had the grocery store on Third Avenue
and Amity Street. My father was Al Fortunato and he was a
barber. I have been in Michigan for ten years and every year
I travel back to New Jersey. My sister JoAnn saves me all
your papers and I am literally returned to a greater and
better life than any place on this planet! Thank you.

Santa Laskowski
Kalamazoo, Michigan
p.s. I am 77 years old and know what the old times were!

Joe,
I found these pictures at my mom Mickie Esposito’s

house after she passed away in October, 2005. She went to
Grover Cleveland Jr. High School and graduated in 1937.

After seeing the recent write-ups about Cleveland, 
I thought you could use them.

Janet Esposito Yanusz.
Mountainside, NJ

Editor’s note: The names written on the back of the photos
were incomplete and difficult to read. The boys in the photos
would be in their early eighties today. 

(above, standing, l-r) Cleveland’s 1937 Jr. Varsity
Basketball team, Christy, Um. Gleosar, Andy,
Henry D., (siting, l-r) Mickey D., Joe S., Pickles.

(above, standing, l-r) Cleveland’s 1937 Senior Basketball
team, Mr. Clarke, ____, Pat G., Alex Kay, Mikey C., Joe C.
(sitting, l-r) John Pops, E. Ricle, Rich, Ward Sipping.

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Renna,
I really enjoy reading your paper. It brings back lots of

happy memories.
Thanks,
Sandra Bellomo
Elizabeth, New Jersey
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3Editor’s Opinion
everybody has one - this is mine - by Joe Renna

I found that the upstarts who claim to represent
disenfranchised people are really only representing
themselves and advancing their own self-interests. Their
agenda is very focused, its one of hate and destruction,
its based on race, ethnicity and economics, it is anti-
white, anti-western and anti-Christian.  Columbus was
all those rolled into one.

What the activist writers do is spew opinion, passing
it off as fact but their arguments are academically
bankrupted and intellectually insulting for they seldom
cite any reference that would substantiate their claims.
In most cases the facts that they did cite did not exist or
were inaccurate.  

Check out some of these quotes gathered by Dinesh
D'Souza, author of The End of Racism:
• "Columbus makes Hitler look like a juvenile

delinquent," asserts American Indian activist Russell
Means. 

• Winona LaDuke deplores "the biological,
technological, and ecological invasion that began with
Columbus' ill-fated voyage five hundred years ago." 

• The National Council of Churches declares the
anniversary of Columbus "not a time for celebration"
but for "reflection and repentance" in which whites
must acknowledge a continuing history of "oppression,
degradation, and genocide." 

• Historian Glenn Morris accuses Columbus of being "a
murderer, a rapist, the architect of a policy of genocide
that continues today." 

• "Could it be that the human calamity caused by the
arrival of Columbus," African-American writer
Ishmael Reed asks, "was a sort of dress rehearsal of
what is to come as the ozone becomes more depleted,
the earth warms, and the rain forests are destroyed?" 

• "All of us have been socialized to be racists and
benefit from racism constantly," Christine Slater
laments in the journal Multicultural Education. "The
very locations on which our homes rest should
rightfully belong to Indian nations." 

• Literary scholar Stephen Greenblatt alleges that
Columbus "inaugurated the greatest experiment in
political, economic, and cultural cannibalism in the
history of the Western world."
Attacking Columbus was a cheap tactic to advance

an agenda. It did immeasurable damage to his reputation
in the hearts and minds of many young Americans. The
misinformation is a disservice to the truth and should be
combated in the schools with the same vigor that was
used to spread the lies. There are numerous factors as to
why the Indian population diminished just as there are
many reasons for the fall of the Roman Empire.

Criticism of Columbus should be scrutinized. It is a
cleverly orchestrated attack on a person whose quality of
character can be used to mend cultural differences not
divide them. Christopher Columbus should be emulated
not shunned. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Don’t miss an issue! Have Around About Peterstown

delivered to your home or office. 
Fill out the form below and mail it 

along with a check for $15.00 
for 1 year subscription (6 issues) payable to:

PETERSTOWN NEWSPAPER
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

Name_____________________________________

Company__________________________________

Address ___________________________________

_________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________

A few back issues are sold out. 
Get all back issues available for $15.

�

I started reading about Christopher Columbus as
much as I could in preparation for the Sons of
Peterstown celebration in October. I wanted to get a
good understanding of the recent attack on his legacy. I
wondered why, after 500 years, the historic accounts of
his life were being refuted and, even more perplexing,
rewritten.

To be fair in my evaluation, I gathered material from
those that vilified Columbus as well as those who
praised him. I also made sure I read encyclopedic
biographies for an unemotional account. The
discrepancy between the texts was amazing. In some
cases I couldn't tell if the authors were talking about the
same person. I concluded that the revisionist history of
Columbus, the accusations of his criminality and
betrayal as a conqueror is with little merit.

Most books present factual accounts of what was
happening in the world in the late 1400's and the
following century, but the claims made about
Columbus's involvement, or instigation, with these
tumultuous times borders on the absurd. 

The civilized world at that time was in turmoil.
There were the likes of the Spanish Inquisition reeking
havoc, the Ottoman Empire expansion and a flurry of
invasions and civil wars throughout Europe, Asia and
the Mid-East and Africa. It was in this environment,
because of it or in spite of it, that Columbus
accomplished his exploration that changed the civilized
world, as they knew it.

It was the opportunists and the power brokers of that
time that would capitalize on what Columbus
discovered. The colonization, slavery and pillaging in
the wake of Columbus's discovery was quick and
overwhelming.  But the culprits were not just one
country, or one continent for that mater. And it
certainly wasn't just one person!

Pinning the annihilation of the American Indians on
Columbus was an act of modern day opportunist taking
advantage of the publicity that the 500-year anniversary
of his voyage was generating. As 1992 was approaching,
plans were being made to celebrate the milestone.
Articles were written and committees were formed to
plan events nationwide. The buzz was growing but not
everyone was happy about it.

There are people who seek to elevate their failure by
bringing down another's success. This is true in many
aspects of life, business, political, social, you name it. In
the 1990's a movement was growing that tried to gain
power and influence for marginal special interest groups.
They operated under the banner of Multiculturalism.
They were anything but.

The multicultural movement was less about uniting
cultures than it was about bringing down established
social norms. It became vogue to attack Western culture
as a whole and the influence Europe has had in
developing civilized societies. The tactic used was a
rewriting of history to suit a political agenda. The bull's
eye was hung squarely on Columbus, the epitome of
European advancement.  

Because of the anniversary, he delivered a huge
audience anxious to learn more about this legendary
person, his bravery, integrity, prowess and vision. What
the audience got when they read what the spinmeisters
have published was a vile account of genocide and
conquest orchestrated by the villain Columbus.

The attention that the new found revelations were
getting opened the flood gates for every fringe special
interest group that operated outside the main stream to
join the fray. The sensationalism was selling and the
media was buying.  The more outrageous the claims, the
more sought after the writer. There was money to be
made in bashing Columbus and it became its own
industry.

Multiculturalism basically assaults segments of
society that show any level of success. Fueled by
jealousy, the activist tries to tear down and destroy what
others have in order to make them equal to themselves.

Not for Nothing But...
500 years from now 

Neil Armstrong will 

be blamed for the

depletion of the ozone

layer on the moon.

Sons of Peterstown
Proudly hosts

A Dinner to honor
CHRISTOPHER

COLUMBUS
A celebration of 

culture and community.

Saturday, October 7, 2006
5:00 pm

Peterstown
Community Center

Palmer Street and Fourth Avenue,
Elizabeth, NJ

$25.00 per person
Take a journey back home

with family, friends and neighbors.

Food & Music
For tickets call

John Sacco: 908-355-5469
J. Sacco and Sons Meat Market

806 Third Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07202
or

Joe Renna, Peterstown Newspaper
908-447-1295

Union County citizens are being offered a free class on
how to utilize the Open Public Records Act 

to increase transparency in their local governments.
The class will be taught by the New Jersey

Foundation for Open Government and sponsored by 
the Union County Watchdog Association.
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28TH AT 7:00 PM 

CRANFORD COMMUNITY CENTER (220 WALNUT AVE.) 
Space is limited; reserve your seat early by contacting

Tina Renna at (908) 709-0530, or email at
TinaRenna@UnionCountyWatchdog.org.  

The New Jersey Foundation for Open Government
seeks to increase transparency, accountability, honesty
and democracy in government at all levels by defending
and expanding public access to government records and
meetings. www.njfog.org

The Union County Watchdog Association believes
that good government can only be achieved through a
checks and balance system that includes the watchful
eye of the people. They strive to make county
government more transparent by gaining access to public
records and being a public resource for information.
www.unioncountywatchdog.org 
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ADVERTISERS’ INDEX
If you like the paper, please thank an advertiser. The

businesses that advertise in this paper make it possible to
print. You can show your appreciation for their support
by patronizing their business's. If they keep advertising,
we will keep printing.

Advertising starts at $45 for a business card size ad, up
to $600 for a full page. Anyone interested in placing an
ad can contact Tina Renna at (908) 709-0530. 
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All Jersey Realty ............................................................27
Alliance Plumbing & Heating ......................................22
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Best Dental Group......................................................... 8   
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Burgdorff Realty .............................................................27
Campus Inn Sports Bar & Grill ....................................18
Candelino Kitchens.......................................................22
Cervantes of Spain Restaurant......................................21
City of Elizabeth Pet Vaccination................................. 6
City of Elizabeth Police Department ............................ 6
City Tavern Restaurant .................................................19
Cleveland Auto & Tire ................................................. 9
Colton’s Pharmacy......................................................... 8  
Corsentino Home for Funerals...................................... 6  
Custom Hair Design ....................................................... 8
Dembling’s Supermarket................................................12
Designers Gallery ...........................................................10 
DiBella Financial Group................................................24
DiCosmo’s Homemade Italian Ice.................................18
DiCosmo's Italian Deli & Catering (Clark) .................19
Dimensions A Total Salon ............................................10 
Dr. Nicholas Cicchetti, D.M.D. .................................... 8  
Dr. Jorge Matos, Orthodontics ...................................... 8 
Dr. James J. Mauti, M.D. &  Sports Medicine Physician 8
Dr. Nicholas Palmieri, Chiropratic Sports Medicine..... 8  
Dr. Frank Paternostro, D.M.D........................................ 8 
Dr. Joseph M. Schulman, Family Practice ..................... 8  
Dovtails Antiques and Auctioneers ..............................10 
Drew Memorial Company............................................. 6  
Echoqua..........................................................................21
Elizabeth Auto Wrecking & Auto Glass ...................... 9
Elizabeth Beauty Spa .....................................................10 
Elizabeth Yellow Cab..................................................... 9 
E-Town Cafe ..................................................................11
Falletta Masonry ............................................................23
Front Street Smokehouse and Saloon...........................21
Gran Centurions............................................................18
Havco Printign, Design and Mailboxes ........................11
It’s All About Me ..........................................................10 
Jacobson's Distribution Co. ...........................................10
Jersey Window Factory ..................................................22
Joanne's Luncheonette ..................................................19
J’s Beef ............................................................................19
Juian’s Steakhouse..........................................................20
Luis’s Place .....................................................................21
Leonard Funeral Home.................................................. 6  
M & M Construction ....................................................24
Magic Fountain..............................................................19
Mario’s Trattoria ............................................................20
Michelino’s Midtown Station Cafe ...............................18
Michelino’s Pizzeria........................................................18
Mike Musso Ceramic Tile Installed ..............................22
Millennium Home Mortgage.........................................25
Miracle Car Wash..........................................................12
Miss Donna’s Academy of dance................................... 7
New Jersey Realty Firm .................................................24
O'Donnell Agency.........................................................24
Park Trophies .................................................................18
Pavel Construction ........................................................24
Petruccelli Funeral Home.............................................. 6  
Pinho’s Bakery................................................................19
Quality Home Improvement .........................................24
RE/MAX 2000 Realty....................................................26
RE/MAX Prestige ..........................................................25
RE/MAX Properties Unlimited.....................................25
Rocco Auto Service.......................................................24
Rosa Agency ..................................................................27
Sacco’s Meat Market......................................................19
Santillo’s Brick Oven Pizza............................................20
Spirito’s Restaurant........................................................21
Tapas of Spain................................................................21
Terminal One Sports Bar & Grill ................................ 18 
The Animal Farm Pet Shop ..........................................11
The Guilded Lillie .........................................................11
The Roofing Outlet .......................................................24
Third Generation Mortgages.........................................25 
Tomasso Brothers ...........................................................24
Tommy's Pizza ................................................................20
Trinitas Cancer Center.................................................. 4
Trinitas Hospital Sleep Disorder Clinic........................ 5  
Union Hospital.............................................................. 7
Video Data Services ..................................................... 9
Villani Bus Company .................................................... 9 
Weichert Realtors ..........................................................28

It was almost arrivaderci Columbus Day for Hillside,
NJ school children, according to Angelo Bonanno,
president of the Hillside UNICO chapter. When it was
learned that the local school board had eliminated
Columbus from its printed 2006/07-school calendar,
Bonanno enlisted the aid of the local Knights of
Columbus council and he wrote to and appeared before
the Hillside Board of Education urging it to restore this
national holiday. He wrote that Columbus is not only
important to Italian Americans, but is important to the
Roman Catholic order of the Knights of Columbus, as
the explorer is the organization's standard bearer.

The superintendent of schools said the proposed
calendar did not include Columbus because of “the
demands of other holidays”. The other holidays are Yom
Kipper, Memorial Day, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day,
Presidents Day and Id al Adha - an annual Muslim
holiday.

The board ultimately decided to give students the day
off, but the teachers are required to report for work.

The origins of this holiday date back to 1901 when
President Benjamin Harrison declared October 12th the
day when Columbus discovered America, a national
holiday. And later in 1971, by an Act of Congress it was
made a legal holiday meaning federal offices, postal
service and banks are closed on this day.

HILLSIDE UNICO WINS FIGHT TO KEEP
COLUMBUS DAY AS SCHOOL HOLIDAY

In New Jersey, a conflict exists with this closing. One
state law requires state and county offices to close for
Columbus Day and one of the laws governing public
schools permits flexibility. However, it mandates that
appropriate patriotic exercises be held in public schools
preceding Columbus Day among others.

Bonanno said, “Hillside's UNICO chapter will
continue promoting Columbus Day and will seek
possible state legislation for purposes of uniformity”. 

Hillside Chapter of UNICO-National 12th Annual Charity Golf Outing & Brunch
Concordia Golf Course • 640 Prospect Plains Road • Monroe Township, NJ 

Saturday, September 23,2006 • 11:00 am Brunch • 1:00 pm sharp (Shotgun  Start)
$120.00 per player includes: greens fee & card, hot dogs, beer & soft drinks & prizes

For more information please call the following Unicans:
Angelo 908-965-0415; Frank 908-233-8632; Bob 908-289-6744; John 908-558-1501

(above, l-r) Hillside Unico members Joseph Puglise,
John O’Shea, Angelo Bonanno, Chapter President and
Immediate Past District Governor of Unico National
lay a wreath at a Columbus memorial in Convent Park.

Trilogy allows doctors 
to destroy cancer with 
pinpoint accuracy and 
maximum power.

The result:
n Shortened treatment
n Fewer side effects
n Improved results

TThhee mmooss tt aaddvvaanncceedd ccaanncceerr-- ff iigghhtt iinngg
tt eecchhnnoolloogg yy  ii ss rr ii gghhtt  hhee rr ee iinn NNeeww JJeerr sseeyy

TRILOGY™

RADIATION
TECHNOLOGY

In all of New Jersey, Trilogy is available only
at the Trinitas Comprehensive Cancer Center:
The newest cancer center in the state.

Photograph courtesy 
of Varian Medical 
Systems, Inc.

For more information call 908.994.8000 www.trinitasccc.org 225 Williamson Street, Elizabeth, NJ

n Expert medical and radiation 
oncology care with expanded
access to clinical trials

n Professional staff dedicated 
to outstanding service

n A nurturing and healing 
environment

n A full range of medical 
and supportive services Fighting cancer. Rebuilding lives.
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Tired of not getting
a good night’s sleep?

If you’re not getting the proper amount of sleep, you’re not alone. 

A good night’s sleep is essential to maintaining good health. 
That’s where we come in. 

A visit to the Sleep Disorders Center at 

Trinitas Hospital can help! An overnight 

stay at our state-of-the-art facilities can 

diagnose any sleep disorder, and our 

staff of sleep experts and registered 

polysomnographers will be able to assist in all phases of treatment. 

Call the Sleep Disorders Center at Trinitas Hospital today at 

(908) 994-8694 for an appointment. 

Learn more at: www.NJSleepDisordersCenter.com. A good night’s 

sleep is closer than you think! 

Tr in i t a s  Hosp i ta l  i s  sponsored  by  the  Si s t e r s  o f  Char i ty  o f  Sa int  El i zabe th .  

Trinitas Hospital’s Sleep Disorders Center can help.

225 Williamson Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07207 
www.TrinitasHospital.org

40 million 
Americans suffer from 
sleep disorders affecting 
life, health, work and 
relationships. 

Accredited by the American Academy of Sleep Medicine

TH Sleep Center ad AAP  4/3/06  7:26 PM  Page 1

A committee has been formed by the Thomas
Jefferson High School Class of 1957 to hold a 50th
reunion on October 6, 2007 at a hotel in Elizabeth (not
decided yet). The committee has already held one
meeting on July 25, 2006 and six classmates attended.
Other classmates are urged to join or help the
committee. Please contact any classmates you know. We
need the addresses, telephone numbers and/or E-mails of
as many classmates as we can get.

To furnish this information to the committee or for
further details please call (908) 276-0951.

BATTIN AND TJ’S CLASSES OF ‘57 WILL HOLD 50 YEAR REUNIONS

(below) is a photograph of our 25th year reunion held on October 9, 1982 at the Elizabeth Country Club. 
Can you recognize the following classmates who lived in the Peterstown section of Elizabeth? 
Carmine Vemes, Edward L. Zappulla (deceased), David V. Conti, Joseph M. Guiro, Frank LaQualia, Donnie J. Ramos, 
Joseph Contrino, Louis A. Iozzi, Philip J. Rappoccio, Robert L. Oriscello (deceased), Joseph A. Napurano, Joseph C. DiMaggio, Charles R. DeGregorio, Joseph J. Faccone.

(right, l-r) Organizers for the Battin High School
Class of 1957 reunion, Joan (Sterner) Sikalitza,

Cecilia (Busco) Donofrio, JoAnn (Fortunato) Foti . 

Battin High School Class of 1957 is also planning a
50th reunion in September 2007. Anyone knowing the
whereabouts of class members who would like to attend
can email JoAnne at ceil@ponymotor.com 
or call @973-625-1640 
or write 17 Laurelwood Drive, Rockaway, NJ 07866. 
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Mayor J. Christian Bollwage
City of Elizabeth

Free! Anti-Rabies
Vaccination Program

City of Elizabeth Residents ONLY
Any dog or cat not previously vaccinated. 
Any dog or cat with a 1 year certificate. 

Any dog or cat vaccinated in 2003.
Locations:

Winfield Scott Park
corner of East Jersey St. and Winfield Scott Plaza

Thursday, October 28, 2006 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Kellogg Park
corner of Madison and North Avenues

Saturday, October 28, 2006 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

It is recommended that all pets be on a leash!
State Law requires that all dogs be vaccinated before a license is issued. 

Dog Licenses will be available on site. 
Neutered or Spayed $11.00 (with proof) 

Non Neutered or Spayed $16.00
For everyone’s safety please immunize your pets.

Since 1865

Family owned and operated.
THOMAS R. DREW, JR.

ALAN G. DREW

732-388-4396
16 INMAN AVE. • COLONIA, NJ 07067-1802

(Across from St. Gertrude Cemetery)
Monuments • Headstones • Markers

Granite - Bronze Cemetery Lettering
WE ERECT PRIVATE FAMILY MAUSOLEUMS

Memorial Craftsmen 

CORSENTINO
Home for Funerals
Carl C. Corsentino, Manager

908-351-9595
620 Second Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

Petruccelli
Funeral Home

Family owned and operated for over 100 years!

Marie E. Belmont Baio
Manager, NJ Lic. No 3866

908-352-8167 • 908-352-0299
232 Christine Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

WILLIAM A. LEONARD, Owner NJ - Lic #2983

JEFFREY F. BISHOP, Manager NJ -  Lic #3520

908-352-5331
242 West Jersey Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey

HOME FOR FUNERALS

• $12.00 to $14.00 per hour.
• Must be a resident of

Elizabeth & U.S. Citizen.
• Must have ability to

communicate in English.
• Medical Exam and 

Drug Screening Required.

Contact Capt. M. Orak 
908-558-2003
City of Elizabeth, 
New Jersey
Police Department
One Police Plaza, 
Elizabeth, N.J. 07201

POSITION AVAILABLE
SCHOOL

TRAFFIC GUARD
Seasonal (School Year) 

JOSEPH “BOOMER” D’ONOFRIO, 62

SHEBA SACCO, 16

(above and right) Joseph D’onofrio 
from 1961 and 2006.

(left) Newspaper
account of Joe’s
involvement in

war games
training.

Joseph “Boomer” D’onofrio passed away April 29,
2006 at Veterans Hospital at the age of 62. Joe hailed
from the Peterstown section of Elizabeth, NJ and was a
daily presence up to his passing. 

D’onofrio proudly served in the army from 1961-
1963. He worked as a laborer out of Union Hall #394
for 35 years before retiring in 2005. In his younger years
Joe tended bar at various clubs and was a fixture at the
famed “Joey Harrison’s Surf Club” where he was an
honorary member.

Joe was tagged with his nickname “Boomer” by his
army buddies when they noticed his talents as a
percussionist in the drum and bugle corps. “Boomer was
an avid music fan from Doo Wop to Jazz. He played in
the popular club band “The Starlighters” in the ‘60s and
70s. Along with his passion for music, Joe had an

ROSE  H.  WADE  DeBIASIO, 94, of Metedeconk,
BRICK, passed away, Saturday, July 15, 2006 at
Laurelton Village, Brick.

Born in Elizabeth, she lived in the Peterstown section
and also in Roselle, moving to Brick in 1990. For thirty
years, Mrs. Rose DeBiasio was employed as a machinist
by Thomas and Betts, Elizabeth, retiring in 1972.  Her
greatest accomplishment was her family to which she
was truly devoted.

Predeceased by her husband, Edward, Sr. she is
survived by her son and daughter-in-law, Edward & Mary
Ellen DeBiasio, Jr. of Wall and by her daughter and son-
in-law, Sandra & Adam F. Natkie of Brick.  She is also
survived by her grandchildren, Richard Donley and his
wife Sharon, Brian & David Natkie, Joanne Ahern and
her husband John, and Scott DeBiasio and his wife
Nicole; and by her great-grandchildren, Christopher &
Nicole Donley and Teagan & Connor Ahern. 

ROSE H. WADE DEBIASIO, 94

interest in the New York Yankees. 
Joe was the son of the late Joe D’onofrio, Sr. and he

is survived by his dear mother Lisa “Lily” (Zito),
daughter Lisa Donegan, grandson Patrick and
granddaughter Sara. In a ceremony attended by his
many aunts, uncles and cousins, Boomer’s ashes were
scattered on the beach at the Surf Club. 

If there is a dog heaven it won’t impress Sheba.
Sheba was part of the Sacco family on Third Avenue in
the Peterstown section of Elizabeth whose home is
attached to their butcher shop. Sheba had literally
hundreds of kids greeting her every day and was blessed
by the priests of St Anthony’s. 

Sheba retired from the Post Office as escort to John
the Mailman. She tracked his every step for years. She
lived cater-cornered from St. Anthony's Church and
Grammar School and was the official greeter for
students on their way to school and parishioners on
their way to mass. Sheba’s owners, John and Doreen
Sacco, referred to her as “The Mother Dog” because she
would intently look out for the safety of the kids in the
neighborhood. She patrolled her area of Third Avenue
like a beat cop and she
made sure seniors and
kids crossed the street
safely.

Sheba was a gentle dog,
loyal and affectionate. Some
people actually preferred her
company over that of other
humans. She certainly was a
good listener and in some cases,
a better conversationalist.

(left) Sheba, a
neighborhood’s

loss
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Union Hospital has a long and proud history of
delivering the finest quality medical services in a
compassionate health care environment. Founded as
Memorial Hospital in 1944, the 23-bed hospital was
originally housed in a Victorian mansion in Elizabeth.
In 1962, it was expanded to an 82-bed facility in the
historic “five points” section of Union, where, for the
last 44 years, it has grown and expanded to meet the
healthcare needs of the community.

In 1993, Union  Hospital merged with Saint
Barnabas Medical Center to form the Saint Barnabas
Health Care System - the state’s largest and most
comprehensive health care network with eight hospitals
and more than 22,500 employees.  This affiliation has
enabled the hospital to strengthen and expand its
offerings, as well as to keep pace with the many
advances in medical technology.

Today, Union  Hospital is a 174-bed community
teaching hospital serving more than 60,000 individuals
each year. Offering a wide array of acute care services, it
is considered a major healthcare resource in the
community. Union Hospital’s skilled and award-winning
staff combines personalized and compassionate care
along with the variety of services that the Saint
Barnabas Health Care System, New Jersey’s health care

HOSPITAL FOUNDATION THANKS DONORS
Capital Campaign donors, Marie and Carmen Scialfa,
are joined by Foundation Director Carla Patel at the
unveiling of their newly hung plaque in the Radiology
Department of Union Hospital. The Scialfas, longtime
residents of Union, recently made a major gift to benefit
the hospital’s capital campaign.

leader, is known for. From cancer care to wound
management, Union Hospital continues to serve the
residents of Union  County in its commitment to
provide quality care that’s close to home. 

UNION HOSPITAL: A TRADITION OF CARING

Miss Donna’s
Academy of Dance
Now accepting registration

Ages 3 and up 

(908) 355-5535
158 Washington Avenue

Elizabeth, NJ 07202

• Tap

• Ballet

• Pointe

• Flamenco

• Jazz/Hip Hop 

Complete line of dance supplies
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Submitted by Carla J. Sacco

Seeing Italy for the first time was an experience that I
will never forget. It was a place that was talked about
many times in the Sacco household. Whether it was
stories from my grandfather or my parents on their
honeymoon it was a place that I dreamed of going. I
never would have gone alone and I am fortunate to have
gone with my family this past July.

We started in Milan and visited family and ended the
journey in Rome, but the true experience of being in
Italy was in Castanga, Calabria, it was like a home away
from home. This was the town my grandfather was born
in and my dad still has lots of cousins there.

Our dad was like having our own tour guide driving
up and down mountain roads showing us different sites
and being able to spot a garden of string beans a
mountain away! It's definitely out of a movie and almost
didn't seem real. I still have a hard time believing that I
was finally there.

Meeting family members that I heard so many stories
about was an experience in itself. They open their doors
and their hearts to you, it's overwhelm at times. They
live simple lives and give the best of what they have to
you. Every vegetable, fruit or flower is hand picked from
their garden's, every glass of cold water you drink comes
straight from the mountain. The flavors of their food are
like nowhere else on earth.

We attended mass at Church of the Holy Spirit, a
church that was 140 years old. The church is where my
grandparents were married in 1946. The priest made an
announcement of us being there and after the mass all
the old timers came up to us to talk about my
grandparents. It was like something out of a storybook.

My father was the official interpreter but by the end
of the trip we were all having dreams in Italian. My
sister and dad spoke Italian, my mom understood it and
my brother and I are going for lessons before we go back!
These are just some of the places that make Italy what it
is, a beautiful historic country. At the end of the
vacation my parents asked would I ever go back? My
answer is yes “Griswold's do Italy 2008!” 

(above) The house where Carla’s grandfather, Jim
Sacco, was born 1918 in Castanga, Calabria

(above) John, seated 5th from right, visited with his cousins in Nicastro, Calabria. Sitting next to John is his aunt,
Zia Giovita, who passed away one week after John’s return to America. She was the last of her generation of Sacco’s.

(above, l-r) Milan at Il Domo, Federica, Terazina, Ali,
Penooch, John, Carla, John (Kneeling) Antonella.

(above, l- clockwise)  Enjoying Sunday lunch with John, Ali, Carlo, Serafino, Antonella, Natalie, Chichina,
Vincenzo, John, and Carla. Check out the copacola!

DR. NICHOLAS F. PALMIERI
Chiropractic Physician

DR. JOSEPH M. SCHULMAN
Family Physician

Complete Family Medical Care
Chiropractic Care 

Sports Medicine Services

(908) 925-0030
1711 North Wood Avenue, Linden, NJ  07036

Free Consultation

English, Portuguese and Spanish Speaking
Office Hours By Appointment Only

(weekends and evenings)

(908) 354-4428
520 Westfield Ave., Suite 206 • Elizabeth, NJ 07208

doctor@matosorthodontics.com

530 Park Ave., Suite 1G • New York, NY 10021
(212) 758-0040

NJ Specialty Permit No. 5151

Specialist in 

Adult and Child

Orthodontics

• EXAM • F.M.S.
• X-RAYS 
• CLEANING 
• CONSULTATION

New Patients only

419 Rahway Avenue
Elizabeth

(2 blocks from Elmora Ave.
Intersection, next to Wendy’s)Mon. .......9-5

Tues. ......10-7
Wed..........9-3

Thurs......10-7
Fri. .........10-7
Sat. ...........9-3

www.Bestdentalgroup.com

FAMILY DENTISTRY
Emergencies Seen Same day
• Extractions Root Canal Therapy

(nerve treatment)
• Crowns & Bridges
• Full & Partial Denture
• Implant Dentistry & Restoration
• Most dentures Repaired 

the same day
• Cosmetic Bonding, Bleaching

Laminates

State-of-the-Art Equipment

Steam Sterilization

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Senior Citizen Courtesy

Tagalog

Se Habla Espanol

George Umansky, DDS         Jessie H. Sioco, DDS

“Gentle Care”

908-355-8454

$130
Special not valid with insurance.

Regular Price: $260. 
Must present this coupon. 
Expiration 10/15/06.

a q y

Nicolas W. Cicchetti, D.M.D.
Haleh Kossari, D.M.D.

Family Dentistry
Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

18 East Westfield Ave.
Roselle Park, NJ 07204

(908) 245-9463
Fax: (908) 245-0969

cicchettidmd.dentistryonline.com

FRANK A. PATERNOSTRO. D.M.D.

230 West Jersey Street
Office Hours Suite 310, Elizabeth, NJ
By Appointment 908-353-2316

Best Dental GroupBest Dental GroupBest Dental Group



(above) The streets are empty at lunchtime in Carlopoli, Calabria. (above, l-r) Doreen, John, Carla, John and Ali 
standing at the alter of Church of the Holy Spirit 
where John’s parents were married. 

(right, l-r) Carla, John, Doreen and Alessandra draw water 
from a well just as the residents of Castanga, Calabria still do.

(above) Motorists must wait for the sheep to cross the roads
before proceeding in the countryside of Sila, Calabria.

(above, l-r) Alessandra and her dad
check out a wood burning stove in a
back yard in Castanga.

(left) The June 06 issue of Around
About Peterstown newspaper, in the
hands of Doreen Sacco, finds its way
into Vatican City.

(left) John
standing in the
ruins of a
1000 year old
monastery in
Castanga,
Calabria.
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www.bluestreakmotors.com

SPECIALIZING IN LATE MODEL
LOW MILLAGE
CARS/VANS/SUV’S

150 West First Ave. • Roselle, NJ 07203

(908) 241-3939
Fax: (908) 245-6702

Elizabeth Yellow Cab
24 Hours

7 Days a Week
• Door to Door Service
• Local and Long distance
• Transportation to Airports
• Commercial Centers, 

Night Clubs, 
Casinos, Etc.

• Clean Late 
Model Cars

• Door to Door Service
• Local and Long distance
• Transportation to Airports
• Commercial Centers, 

Night Clubs, 
Casinos, Etc.

• Clean Late 
Model Cars

Tels: (908) 354-4444 • (908) 354-0350

VILLANI BUS COMPANY

Buses for all occasions
ECONOMICAL • COMFORTABLE • SAFE

908-862-3333
811 E. Linden Ave. •  Linden, NJ 07036

1920-2006 “Serving the Public for 86 Years”

Dee Villani President

CLEVELAND AUTO & TIRE
Tel:  (908) 352-6355 Fax:  (908) 351-2753

Third Avenue & Loomis Street
Elizabeth, NJ  07206

J. DeSalvo
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Jean Pascarella
3 Eastman Street

Cranford, NJ 07016

(908) 709-1638

• artifacts
• implements
• antiques 
• candles 
• gifts and

accessories

• buy
• sell
• consign
• estate sales

conducted

Designers Gallery
FINE ART AND CUSTOM FRAMING

Stop in and enjoy
our images of Italy

by Park, Shvaiko and Salvano

We also specialize in
sports memorabilia framing

Clarkton Shopping Center (732) 381-6093
1071 Raritan Rd. • Clark, NJ         Next to DiCosmo's

732-636-6677
1256 St. Georges Avenue, Avenel, NJ 07001

908-276-2940

25 North Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

Tues: 10 - 6
Wed - Fri: 10 - 9

Sat: 9 - 4
Sun: 10 -3

Mon: Closed

H A I R  •  N A I L S  •  S K I N  •  B O D Y
ALL HAIRCUTS $10 OFF

With this ad. Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 10/15/06

• Tanning • Massage •Nails •Relaxer •Facials •
• Hair Cut •Waxing •Make up •Pedicure •

• Hair Coloring & Hi Light •

PROFESSIONAL STYLISTS (908) 352-4581
Alexandra, Anna Maria & Yolima Fax (908) 352-3171

656 3rd Ave. Corner of South 7th St. Elizabeth, NJ

UNISEX

PETERSTOWN IS ITS OWN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
One of the main strengths of being from Peterstown

is the loyalty that the people show to one another. Much
like a Yale alumnus hires Yale graduates, people from
Peterstown have a tendency to do business with each
other. There are many reasons for this, and they benefit
both the business person and the customer.

The community is so tight knit that everyone was
brought up being influenced by a value system with very
high standards. Honesty in business was one of them.
Fairness was preached and practiced by employer and
employee. The customer was held in the highest regard.
Years ago, when society was less mobile, it didn’t serve
merchants well to rip off their customers who were also
their neighbors. Needless to say they wouldn’t be in
business too long, or have many friends left in the
neighborhood.

The early merchants and tradesmen and laborers took
pride in their work because it was a reflection of their
character. The concept of doing the best you can was
inherent in the life lessons past down from parent to
child. If someone did not act honorable in business the
news would spread pretty quickly since everyone was
closely associated with each other personally, socially
and professionally.

Even though they are a few generations removed and

geographically spread out the kinship between folks
rooted in Peterstown is still strong. So it is not out of the
ordinary for them to seek each other out when the need
comes up for professional services, merchandise,
construction or a great place to eat. This is one reason
why Around About Peterstown is so successful. The
readers and advertisers are all part of the same family. 

The business owners in the newspaper value the
loyalty the readers extend to them and the readers trust
that they will be treated fairly and with respect . . . or
they will call the owner’s grandmother and tell her all
about it. 

Not for Nothing But...
I judge a business by 

the customers it keeps.

We Accept: CASH

w y [ t 
and Personal Checks

C E L E B R AT I N G  O U R  5 7 T H  Y E A R

JACOBSON’S
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY

An Elizabeth
Tradition

since 1949

725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth - 354-8533
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10 am 'Til 8 pm; Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10 am 'Til 6pm;

Open Saturday 10 am 'Til 5 pm; closed Sunday's 

SAVE MORE
WITH ONLY

3%
SALES TAX

BIG SAVINGS
IN OUR

BEDDING
DEPARTMENT

APPLIANCES    •    BEDDING    •    ELECTRONICS    •    AUDIO & VISUAL
Not responsible for typographical errors. "Bring us your best deal from Tops • PC Richard • The Wiz and we will gladly beat their offer on any item we carry.

FREE DELIVERY
ANYWHERE IN
NEW JERSEY!

We guarantee to beat anyone’s advertised price!
Bring us your best price on anything we have in stock

and we will beat it

TAKE 3.5% OFF
ANY PURCHASE

WITH THIS AD • EXPIRED 10/15/06
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Estate - Internet - Auction Sales & Services
Antiques & Vintage Treasurers

Fax: 732-574-1146           TheGildedlillie@aol.com
www.rahwayauction.com

18 Poplar Street • Rahway, NJ 07065

Jack Barry

Michele
(Emma)
Monaco

732-574-1009

Coffee • Espresso • Cappuccino • Smoothies • Snacks 
E-TOWN CAFEE-TOWN CAFE

- AFFORDABLE PRICES -
- RELAXING ENVIRONMENT -

Mon - Fri 11:00am - Midnight
Sat & Sun 11:00am - Midnight 

(732) 882-0400
1193 Raritan Rd. Clark, NJ 07066 

www.etownnetcafe.com

THE ANIMAL FARM
PET SHOP

DOGS • EXOTIC BIRDS • DOMESTIC ANIMALS • FISH
Complete Line of Accessories & Food For all Animals
We cater to canary culturist • Aviary Medications • Bait & Tackle

Pitbull puppies • Dog Training • Dog Grooming
We carry Eukanuba, Iams, Abady and Kasco Dog Foods, Blackwood

908-289-2850
553 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ 07206

Weekly veterinarian visits • Cell phone for emergency 908-296-6489

NEW BUSINESSES ABOUND . . .
Four entrepreneurs, with roots to Peterstown, have ventured into new and renewed businesses. 

snacks and has become very popular with the 
E-Generation*. 

E-town offers an entire array of computer services
form web design to computer repairs. Log on to
www.etownnetcafe.com to find out more. 

(above, l-r) E-Town cafe’s owner 
Joe Lo Guidice and manage June Velazquez.

(below) The back side of E-Town Business card
cleverly lists the services offered.

* The term E-Generation used here first!

In September 2005, Joe Lo Guidice opened an
internet cafe on Raritan Road in Clark. The hip little
store front features 15 terminals for customers to use to
access the internet. The cafe is also host to on line
gaming “clans”. The cafe serves hot and cold drinks and

E-Town cafe

Michele Monaco, aka “Emma” has recently opened
the Gilded Lillie on Poplar Street in Rahway. The
downtown building was the old home of the Parking
Authority. Michelle, along with her partner Jack Barry,
have operated the Auction House on Main Street for
the past ten years. The move to the new location was
necessitated by redevelopment. 

Jack and Emma have been in the auction / antique /
estate sale business over thirty years. They continue to
hold regular auctions every Saturday night  at 6:00 pm
in the Robinson Building on Main Street in Rahway.
The auction, which features new and estate items, is
quite a fun and rewarding experience. First timers are
easily hooked into returning. 

Besides selling antiques out of their shop Jack and
Emma are very active assisting clients with Ebay
services, estate sales, tag sales and house clean outs. 

(above) Michele (Stango) Monaco is all smiles posing for
a photo on a pony, which was customary in Peterstown,
outside her grandpa Malgieri’s house on Fourth Avenue
and Niles Street when she was four years old.

The Guilded Lillie

HAVCO Printing & Design has been in business for
more then 15 years. It is owned and operated by Javier
Colon, A resident of Elizabeth, NJ for 49 years. He’s
been delivering design and printing services with skills
he started to obtain in shop class at Elizabeth’s Edison
Tech High School as a member of the class of 1975.  

He is expanding his business to include secure
mailboxes, shipping, delivery, and better postal services
to the community. The new service named HAVCO
Mailboxes will fill a void that Javier noticed existed. 

After conversations with his customers and people in

“You’ve Got Mail” - at Havco

The Animal Farm

the community, Javier sensed that the U.S. Post Office
was falling short of meeting everyone’s needs. With no
other mailbox service in town, Javier developed one as
part of his business. 

Javier was surprised to find that a big city like
Elizabeth was under served since the service is
prevalent in the suburbs. He anticipates the big growth
spurt once word of mouth spreads. Being a multi-
lingual service is a key component to his future
success. It’s an aspect of his business that the Postal
Service does not always deliver. 

(above, l-r) Vilma Pietri gets help signing up for her
Havco mailbox from Mariela Amado and Javier Colon.

Lou Oliveri has opened The Animal Farm Pet Shop
on Elizabeth Avenue in Elizabeth, NJ, featuring dog
grooming and training. The shop is also well stocked
with a variety of animals, fish, birds and accessories.
Louie has gone the extra mile in giving pet owners what
they need. The Animal Farm caters to canary culturists
and has a veterinarian who visits on a weekly basis.

Lou is a lifelong Peterstown resident and still lives on
Fourth Avenue, just a short walk to his pet shop.
Reminiscent of the way merchants used to be. 



FREE UP YOUR DAY!!!
Drive in for a fast, friendly oil change, drop off your

Laundry & Dry Cleaning and get a quality hand car wash
All in less than 30 minutes.

908-353-4178             908-353-0418
1068-80 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

Open 7 days
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13PETERSTOWN ERUPTS AS
ITALY WINS WORLD CUP

Peterstown erupted in a celebration after Italy won
its fourth 2006 World Cup beating France 5-3 in a
penalty shoot-out after a 1-1 draw in Berlin. The
tournament was exciting but would probably will be
remembered most for the bizzare head butt France’s
Zinedine Zidane gave Marco Materazzi.

The celebration started after the game about 4:30 pm
and lasted into the evening. Groups of fans paraded
from the venues where they watched the game to the
corner of Third Avenue and John Street. A caravan of
vehicles twenty long snaked around Elizabeth whooping
it up. Third Avenue was transformed into party hall
complete with food, drink, DJ and dancing, while
fireworks lit the evening sky. 

(next six pages) Photos taken by Joe Vitabile and 
Joe Renna of the hundreds of people who were on hand. 

Color photographs can be found on the internet at

www.LocalSource.com
Click on photo reprints

Photos are also available for purchase.



Dicosmo’s Ices

714 Fourth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

John and Nancy DiCosmo      (908) 355-4124
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Forza
Italia
2006 World Cup Champions
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15Photos of Peterstown 
celebration taken by 

Joe Vitable and Joe Renna

Reprints available at
www.LocalSource.com

Dicosmo’s Ices
Homemade
ITALIAN ICE

Since 1915

714 Fourth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

John and Nancy DiCosmo      (908) 355-4124

Forza
Italia
2006 World Cup Champions
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Photos by Joe Vitable 
and Joe Renna

Reprints available at
www.LocalSource.com



14 - 20 JULIAN PLACE • ELIZABETH, NJ

Conveniently located in the newly renovated 

Pedestrian Plaza Adjacent to the Elizabeth Train Station

BREAKFAST & DESSERTS
& SNACKS

Pastry • Danish • Donuts • Croissants 
Coffee • Espresso • Cappuccino

LUNCH & DINNER
Hot and Cold Sandwiches • Salads
Wraps • Appetizers • Side Dishes

BRICK OVEN PIZZA
Pizza • Calzones • Italian Specialties 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
5 am - 10 pm • Shortened hours on weekends

EAT-IN OR TAKE-OUT
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Become a member
of the

Gran Centurions Club!

For information call
Cathy Caruano

at 732-382-1664

2nd FLOOR LOUNGE
Monday - Salsa Night
Tuesday - $2.00 Beers
Wednesday - Karaoke
Thursday - 80’s Night
Fri. & Sat. - Chill out lounge

LUNCH & DINNER
• Kitchen open till 2 a.m.
• Large International Menu
• Charcoal Grill: 

- Chicken, Ribs and Rodizio
• Eat in or take out

SPORTS BAR • GRILL  • LOUNGE
566 U.S. Highway Rt 1&9, Elizabeth, NJ
(908) 354-3685 • Fax: (908) 289-9493

www.terminal-one.com
Open 7 Days a Week

HAPPY HOUR
3 pm to 6 pm $1.00 Domestic Drafts

ST A’S REGISTRATION
St. Anthony's School is currently accepting

registrations for students entering Pre-K through Grade
8 for the 2006 - 2007 school year. Please remember that
there is a cut off of 30 students per class. Some classes
are filling up quickly. For more information, contact the
school office at 908-352-7419   

‘66 REUNION REMINDER
Looking for all graduates of St. Anthony's Class of

1966 for 40 year reunion on November 11, 2006.
Contact Billy DePaolo at materprinting@earthlink.net.
Let's make this a success!  

Dicosmo’s Ices
Homemade
ITALIAN ICE

Since 1915

714 Fourth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

John and Nancy DiCosmo      (908) 355-4124

CAMPUS INN
SPORTS BAR & GRILL
“A Nice Place Where Nice People Meet”

BEST BURGERS 
IN TOWN

Charcoal Grill Kitchen
open til 1 am

� Charcoal Grill

� Pool Table

� 16 T.V.s

498 North Avenue, Union, NJ
(2 blocks from Kean University)

908-354-6693

CATCH EVERY
NFL GAME

HERE!

Photos by Joe Vitable and Joe Renna
Reprints available at www.LocalSource.com
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“A casual place with exquisite food.”
The house of the Parrillada del Patrõn and the Meat Entraña.
Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner.
Weekdays: 11 am to 2 am, Weekends: 11 am to 3 am

(908) 353-7113
1109 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

City Tavern and Restaurant

PRIVATE PARTIES
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Pinho’s
Bakery

1027 Chestnut Street • Roselle, NJ

908-245-4388
Tuesday - Saturday    5am - 7pm

Sunday    5am - 6pm

CHECK OUT OUR NEW ADDITION!

MORE SEATING!
ICE CREAM

BIRTHDAY PARTIES!
ASK FOR OUR DAILY SPECIALS

Ice Cream Open til 10:30 pm

MAGIC FOUNTAIN ICE CREAM & GRILL
Open year round serving breakfast, lunch and dinner
300 Williamson Street, Elizabeth NJ • (908) 351-3133

Call Ahead for Speedy Pick-UpWe CaterFREE
Delivery

JOANNE’S LUNCHEONETTE
Hot &Cold Catering

Daily home made soups
Specials & Deserts

“Phyllis’ Specialty Cakes”

908-355-3513
461 Third Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ

BELLA GINA’S
ITALIAN DELI

Where you are treated like family
Formerly Dicosmo’s, Under new ownership since 2003:

Gina Miranda, Jim Miranda and Anthony Garofalo

Catering • Café
908-925-6868  •   Fax 908-925-5736

BLOCKBUSTER PLAZA
1025 W. St. Georges Ave. • Linden, NJ

Italian Delicacies
CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Hot & Cold Subs
Mozzarella Made Fresh Daily
Famous Focaccia Bread Sandwiches

DiCosmos’ ITALIAN DELI
& CATERING

CLARKTON SHOPPING CENTER (732) 669-0388
1073 RARITAN ROAD, CLARK, N.J. Fax: (732) 669-0391

“Over 75 years of service”

OPEN DAILY:
Mon-Fri: 9:00 AM - 8:00 PM

Sat: 9:00 AM-.6:00 PM
Sun:  9:00 AM-.3:00 PM

Garry DiCosmo
Proprietor

Dembling’s CTOWN
TOWN
TOWN

Grocery • Deli • Liquor • Lottery

Since 1929
732-388-0499 Fax: 732-388-3352
736 W. Grand Avenue • Rahway, NJ 07065

Five other locations:
Universal - 2325 Elizabeth Avenue, Linden, NJ

C-Town in Orange and Hackensack / Bravo in Newark 
and the Hackensack Market 

Lunch and Dinner
Take out

Fax orders welcome 

- Daily Specials 

Call us to cater
your next party.
Free Home delivery

w/$40 purchase

ITALIAN BEEF & SAUSAGE
VIENNA HOT DOGS & POLISH SAUSAGE

RIBEYE STEAKS & MORE!
Tel: 908-587-0105
Fax: 908-587-0106
902 W. St. George Ave. Linden, NJ 07036
E-mail: jack@jsbeef.com
www.jsbeef.com

Hours
11-9 Monday-Thursday
11-10 Friday
12:30-10 Saturday
Closed on Sunday

J. Sacco & Sons Meat Market
Quality Meats • Wholesale • Retail

John Sacco, Proprietor

908-355-5469
806 Third Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Elizabeth M. Bello earned Honor Roll Status at
Bloomsbury Elementary School.  Ms. Bello, 13, had the
highest graduating GPA of 94.1 while actively involved
in various clubs such as Studio Arts, Student Council,
White Rose Kids, Chess Club, Drama Club, and was the
Bloomsbury Super Student of the Month for January
2005.  She has consistently maintained honor roll status
all marking periods through sixth, seventh, and eighth
grades.  Elizabeth takes piano lessons, designs and makes
her own jewelry, and volunteers at the local firehouse
breakfasts, school functions, her community church, and
has volunteered several times at Safe Harbor Soup
Kitchen in Easton, PA, where she and her friend
Samantha served food and brought both purchased and
home-made gifts to the residents where free time was
spent with them.  

She was a participant in the annual Bloomsbury
Women's Auxiliary Fashion Show for two years and has
been a dedicated performer in the annual Bloomsbury
Elementary School Variety Show, as well as had the lead
role in her school's first Drama Club production, Peter
Pan.  Recently, she played The Queen of Hearts in the
school production of Alice in Wonderland.  Last year
Ms. Bello received acknowledgement for submitting an
original song to the WOR Radio 710 AM Shining Star
Talent Search.  Ms. Bello was also designated to sing the
National Anthem at the Bloomsbury Centennial
Celebration/Parade last September.  In addition, she was
selected as one of the Hunterdon County Distinguished
Students of 2006 where she was honored at an awards
dinner at Voorhees High School on May 11th.

As in past years, this summer she is employed by the
Bloomsbury Summer Recreation Committee as an Aide

as well as maintains various local babysitting
positions.

Richard C. Bello graduated Summa Cum
Laude with a BS in Business Administration
with concentrations in Marketing and Sport
Management from Seton Hall University in
South Orange, NJ.  

Bello earned a place on the Dean's List for
all four years as a Stillman School of Business
student at SHU.  He was an active member of
the Dean's Advisory Committee, and also served as
Treasurer for the Sport Management Student
Association.  He was involved with the success of
both the SMSA Blood Drive as well as the annual
Stillman School of Business Formals.  Bello had the
highest graduating GPA in Sport Management
earning him the 2006 Sport Management Academic
Citation.  

Bello was the recipient of a John Deehan
scholarship award all four years and was featured in
the Student Spotlight section of the Fall 2004 issue
of Seton Hall University Magazine.

He maintained a 3.958 GPA while taking 18
credits each semester, working part time for the
Director of Sport Management, The NJ Nets/Baja
Fresh, and The NY Giants.  He has begun a career as
an Account Manager with The New Jersey Devils,
National Hockey League.

Elizabeth and Richard are the children of,
extreemly proud parents, Rich and Vita Bello of
Bloomsbury, NJ, formerly of Elizabeth, great niece of
the late Robert DeVito of Elizabeth, granddaughter of
Carmine and Michelina Crincoli of Toms River. 

BELLO SIBS GRADUATE WITH HONORS
Submitted by extreemly proud parents Rich and Vita Bello

Not for Nothing But...
my resume in eighth 

grade included clapping

erasers and never

needing stitches.

(above) Seton Hall
University Graduate

Rich Bello.

(right) Bloomsbury
Elementary School

Graduate 
Elizabeth Bello



A longstanding topic for comedians has been the
inevitable move of senior citizens from New
York City to Florida. New Jersey can retread

those old jokes citing the number of seniors
living in Toms River, NJ that originated from

Elizabeth. The trend is not limited to seniors living in
age restricted communities. There are plenty of

young families from Elizabeth and its surrounding
towns also living off Exit 62 of the Parkway. 
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TRATTORIA
AUTHENTIC ITALIAN CUISINE
CASUAL DINING WITH FULL CACKTAIL BAR

Marios’ 

EARLY BIRD
SPECIALS
Pastas • $7.95
Veal & Pork • $9.95

Poultry & Pesci • $8.95

Terrific Food
Fine, fresh food representing all of Italy’s regions 
are served daily. There’s a broad selection of Pasta -
Angel Hair Primavera, Fettuccine Alfredo, Lasagna; 
Seafood - Shrimp Scampi, Flounder Francaise; 
Veal - Milanese, Angelina, Sorrentino; Chicken and 
Steak entrees. Delightful daily specials. Gourmet and
Stuffed Pizza cooked to order. And even the satisfying 
little pleasure of warm, fresh-baked bread...
all deliciously prepared and reasonably priced.

Piano Bar
Mon. through Sat.Evenings
DINNER SPECIALS
• Ask About Our Catering
• Banquet Facilities
• Take-Out Also Available

495 Chestnut St.,
Union

(1/4 mile off Exit 139A,
Garden State Parkway)

908-687-3250

Entertainment
7 nights a week

Lunch, Dinner
Late Night Lounge

Why go anywhere else?

Saturday Night
Featuring Whitey Gobel

(above) Leo Tangarife handles lobsters lifted
from their tank that is part of a 30 foot
display case full of fresh and prepared seafood.

(right) Mario’s South is located in Toms River
at 1747 Hooper Avenue, in  Anchorage

Square at the crossroad of South Shore Drive,
behind the 7-11. It was the long time home of

the very popular, Berkeley Seafood, whose
signage has been replace with a new one

bearing the new name.

MARIO’S OPENS UP IN PETERSTOWN SOUTH

“A real brick oven produces a fabulous crust”
Wednesday -Sunday 

11am - 10:30pmTOMMY’S PIZZA
& RESTAURANT

Joe & Tony
Paternostro

WE DELIVER
1063 Fairmount Ave.
Elizabeth, NJ 07201

908-289-2277    Fax: 908-289-4883

908-354-1887
WE DELIVER

639 So. Broad St. • Elizabeth, NJ
Al & Lorraine Santillo, Proprietors

2 liter soda w/ purchase of 2 large pies

Another comedic routine centers on how bad the
food is when you leave a metropolitan area. This cliche
which is true elsewhere has been busted when it comes
to Toms River since Mario’s Trattoria in Union, NJ
opened up on Hooper Avenue. 

Mario’s, located on Chestnut Street in Union, has
been a favorite restaurant and lounge for many of the
Toms Riverians when they lived up in Union County.
John Garofalo answered the call of his customers from
the south and brought the excellent Italian recipes to
the masses. 

Mario’s up north has been a hot spot for generations,
offering entertainment seven nights a week. John has his
sons running the shows now. Brian is the owner and
manager of Mario’s South and can tell when a customer
is rooted from the north. They tend to have a yearning
the spicier dishes featuring Italian delicacies. 

Mario’s South does not have a bar so patrons are
invited to bring their own liquor. What is does have, is a
deli for eating in and taking out, fresh seafood from the
ocean or prepared. There is also seating for in the deli. 

The restaurant is cozy and comfortable and the menu
is beyond the basics. Daily specials really become
elaborate. Its the perfect place for anyone who is feeling
homesick for meals like mom used to make. 
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American � Spanish � Portuguese
Catering for all Occasions � Seating for up to 140

10% OFF
With this coupon. Can’t be combined with any other offers.

732.381.1122
(Located in Clark Village)

1051 Raritan Road � Clark, NJ 07066

Hours: 
Tue., Wed., & Thu.: 11 - 10
Fri.: 11 - 11
Sat.: 3 - 11
Sun.: 3 - 10 
Closed Mondays

Buffet Lunch:  All You Can Eat
Wednesday - Friday

11 am - 3 pm
$8.95 plus tax

Tuesday & Wednesday Evenings’ Buffet
$1395 including Pie and Coffee or Tea

Recipies
Submitted by Mario’s South, Toms River, NJ

Red Snapper Brodetta
INGREDIENTS 
10 oz Filet of Red Snapper 

(skin removed)
3 Littleneck Clams
3 Mussels
1/2 Boiled Potato Chopped 

in 1/2inch pieces (skin on)
6 Black Olives
Crushed Red Hot Pepper
1/2 White Onion Diced

PREPARATION:
1) Heat 2 oz oil in sauté pan.
2) Add snapper, clams and mussels 

and sauté for 1 minute.
3) Add garlic, chicken stock, white wine, 4 leaves of

basil, large pinch of parsley chopped, large pinch of
oregano, potato, olive, capers, onion and butter. 
Add crushed red pepper to taste.

4) Cover pot. Cook over low flame for 6-8 minutes 
or until fish is tender to touch.

5) May be served over a bed of angel hair pasta 
or on a platter with rice and vegetables.

Scallops Antonio
INGREDIENTS 
8 oz Sea Scallops
2 Diced Plum Tomatoes
5 Medium Mushrooms Sliced
1/4 Cup Diced White Onion
6 oz Linguini
1/2 Cut White Wine

PREPARATION:
1) Heat 2 oz oil in a sauté pan
2) Add scallops, tomatoes, onion, 

mushrooms and garlic 
and sauté for approximately 5 minutes

3) Deglaze pan with 6 oz of white wine 
and 6 oz of chicken stock

4) Add a heavy pinch of chopped fresh parsley 
and 4 fresh basil leaves

5) Reduce on a low flame 
for approximately 5 minutes

6) Serve over linguini

6 Capers
Fresh Basil
Fresh Parsley
Oregano
2 oz Blended Oil
Teaspoon Butter
2 Cloves Diced Garlic
4 oz Chicken Stock
4 oz White Wine

6 oz Chicken Stock
1-Tablespoon Butter
2 Cloves Diced Garlic
Fresh Basil
Fresh Parsley
2 oz Blended Oil

CERVANTES
OF SPAIN

The Finest Spanish Cuisine In New Jersey

Restaurant and Tapas Bar

24 North Avenue E. • Cranford, NJ • (908) 276-3664
directly across from the Cranford Train Station

Visit us on the web www.cervantesofspain.com
Reservations necessary for parties of 8 guests or more.

1700 West Elizabeth Ave. • Linden • (908) 862-0020

Newly
Renovated

Front St. Smokehouse
& Saloon, Inc.

1 South Front St.
Elizabeth, NJ 07202

908.354.1818

Kitchen open til 9 pm
Fri. & Sat. til 10 pm

Lunch at noon

www.frontstreetsmokehouse.com

Echoqua
Italian Bistro

973-379-5704
899 Route 22 West, Echo Plaza, Springfield

BYO

Come Join Us
Between 5pm  6:30 pm Monday thru Thursday

3 Course Dinner
Choice of

Appetizer, Main Course, Dessert & Coffee

Main Course: (Choice of)
Penne Vodka, Rigatoni, 

Breast of Chicken Marsla, 
Breast of Chicken Madeira wine sauce, 

Pork Chops, Grilled Salmon, Grilled Tilapia

$22.95 (Plus Tax & Gratuity)
Please NO Plate Sharing - No Substitutioins

• TAPAS

• BAR

• CATERING
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Kitchen Open Until Midnight Everyday

Bar Open Until 3 am 

Homemade Sangria & Cocktails

Daily Special: Lunch • Dinner • Take-Out

www.tapasofspain.com
518 NEW YORK AVE., ELIZABETH, NJ 07202

15%
DISCOUNT

With this ad.
Dinning only.

(908) 289-3711

Spirito’s
908-351-5414

714 Third Avenue, Elizabeth NJ

Closed Mondays

4th Generation • Since 1932

Serving Italian meals for over sixty years.

Antone’sRestaurant
and Bar

Seafood • Pasta • Chicken • Burgers • Steaks

908-276-3414
112 South Avenue E., Cranford, NJ

Ask about our new party room
Reserve now for all your special occasions!

Try our very diverse menu featuring:

The freshest fish in Union County!

• Big Kahuna Steak (24 oz. Black Angus Delmonico)

• Veal Scallopini • The Freshest Pasta Dishes

• Dry-aged beef! • Soft shell crabs

Over 
40 beers
on draft!

Full
Martini
menu

Enjoy
Happy Hour

3 - 7 pm

(right, l-r) Mario’s South’s chef Richard Margolin 
and owner Brian Garofalo
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CANDELINO KITCHENS
Cabinetry - Marble - Granite - Ceramic Tile

JERRY CANDELINO

(908) 353-6094
Fax:  (908) 353-7253

664 Summer Street, Elizabeth, NJ  07202

MIKE MUSSO
CERAMIC TILE INSTALLED

Walls and Floors
Repairs and Regrouting

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE ESTIMATES
908-352-1936         Call after 5pm

AMERICAN
PLUMBING & HEATING 

SUPPLY CO.
Now Featuring American Water Heaters

(908) 354-2288
fax: (908) 354-4901

461 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ 07206

Philomena "Minnie" Mellage, nee Zennario, passed
away peacefully on June 26, 2006. She was a 94 year old
widow and a long time resident of Elizabeth. She and
her late husband Ed, who passed away in 1993, owned a
"corner store" in Elizabeth from the 1940's until they
retired in 1973 to Monroe Township, NJ.  

It was know as "Ed's Confectionery" store. Built in
1929, the store was located on the corner of Rankin St.
and First Ave. across from Cleveland Junior High
school. Prior to Minnie and Ed running the store, her

brother Mike took charge from
their parents, John and Carmella
Zennario. 

The original name was “The
Blue Comet Tavern”, named after
the one of the trains that used the
old railroad line that ran along
Baltic Street, which was
demolished to make way for what
is now the  Turnpike.

Mike, an ex-boxer who was

(above, l-r) Elvira and Gloria Serra play next to an ice truck on First Avenue between Rankin
and Atlantic Streets, circa 1930. Their home is the house on the left, #406, owned by Their
parents Anna and Ben Serra. The first floor housed a shoe maker’s shop. The next house,
#408, was owned by the Cautillo family. The empty lot, #410 and the house to the right
belonged to John and Carmella Zennario. 

(above) Carmella Zennario, carrying daughter
Columbia, holds the hands of daughter Gennevive,
while husband John stands by their side.

(above, seated, l-r) Minnie and Ed Mellage celebrating their 50th
wedding anniversary with their children and grandchildren. (l-r) Kathy,
Angela, Frank, Bryant, Kelly, Susan, Bonnie, Edward W. and Edward H.

MINNIE MELLAGE’S CORNER STORE REMEMBERED
fond of all sports, built another store on the open lot
adjacent to the corner property. He operated a
Zennario’s Sport Shop until he turned the reigns over to
his friend Red Flagger who renamed the store “Red’s
Tackle Shop”. 

Those were the days before supermarkets and super
Walmarts, when the life blood of a neighborhood was
the corner store. Those were the days of 10¢ ice cream
cones, 21¢ packs of Lucky's, and penny candy. 

Those were also the days before credit and debit
cards. Ed used a hand written note book to keep track of
credit purchases which were always paid when the
neighborhood men received their paychecks at the end
of the week. If someone ran out of an item and the store
was closed they simply knocked on the apartment
window behind the store and Ed opened the store for
them. 

Minnie was one of eight children. Her siblings
Leonard, Mike, Columbia, Gennivive, Nancy and Frank
are deceased. She is survived by her sister, Michelina,
who still lives in the home her grandfather built seventy
seven years ago.

Ed and Minnie Mellage had two sons, Ed Jr. and
Frank. Ed still leaves in Elizabeth and Frank lives in
Raleigh, North Carolina. 

(left) John Zennario in his later
days, outside his corner store.

Hablamos Español

JERSEY WINDOW FACTORY
& BUILDING SUPPLY, INC.

Manufacturer of Quality Vinyl Windows

Quality Vinyl Replacement Windows
FACTORY DIRECT

(973) 273-0505
(888) 3-JERSEY

687 Frelinghuysen Avenue
Newark, New Jersey 07114

• Bays & Bows
• New Construction
• Custom Made-to-Order
• 3% Sales Tax
• Free Estimates

SOLID WOOD KITCHEN CABINETS
Complete Starter Sets from $375

CERAMIC TILE from 69¢ a sq.ft.

Need 
A Good
Plumber?

ALLIANCE PLUMBING
M.P. J.P. Higgins • Lic. No. 10168

732-602-9703
Serving Central New Jersey

• Sinks • New Bathrooms • Furnaces
• Toilets • Water Heaters • Dishwashers 
• Drains • Main Lines • Radiators
• Showers • Leaky Faucet’s
• Boilers • New Septic
• Garbage Disposals 

All Plumbing & Heating Repairs & Installations
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(above) Zennario’s Sport Shop and Ed's Confectionery on the
corner of First Avenue and Rankin Street, with a view of
Cleveland Junior High School in the background.

(above, boys, alphabetical) Frank Imbriacco and his 1958 home room class, 9-230, Richard Bonacci, Thomas Fee,
Matthew Gervase, John Giabbanis, William Kearnes, Gerald Lisnock, James Okpych, Joseph Sheppard, 
Richard Snarski, Bernard Stagniunas, Vincent Tropeano and Frank Wysocki (girls, alphabetical) Barbara Aladit,
Florence Borek, Christine Brozick, Patricia Fuchs, Barbara Gallaso, Marianne Martin, Dolores Moreno, 
Carol Nadaskay, Barbara Saxere, Maria Termini, Teresa Urbanik, Ann Ven Graitis and Mary Ann Wozniak.

ED'S CONFECTIONERY WAS PART 
OF GOING TO CLEVELAND JR. HIGH 

Specializing in: 
• Custom Brick 
• Block
• Paver Brick
• Concrete Stonework
• Flagstone

Serving all 
of Union County!

References Available
Satisfaction Guaranteed

• Pavers 
• Driveways 
• Steps 
• Walkways 
• Patios 
• Retaining Walls 
• Chimneys 
• Foundations 
• Sidewalks 
• Curbing 
• Cultured Stone 
• Belgian Blocks 

10% Off Any job 
(over $1000) With Coupon Only • Expires 10/15/06
Coupons may not be combined with any other offer. 

“Clean Quality Craftsmanship”
Call today for your free estimate tomorrow!

Office: (908) 925-5500
Cell: (908) 220-3876

3 Generations of Quality Work

Over the years, Frank Imbriacco has continually
shared his recollections of growing up on First Avenue,
going to Grover Cleveland Jr. High School and playing
in its playground. Two months ago, in June 2006, he sent
an old photo of the corner store that served the
community. The corner store which he remembers as Ed’s
Confectionery was owned by Minnie and Ed Mellage.
Coincidently, Minnie passed away the same month that
he found the photo. Many Cleveland students and
neighborhood youth remember Minnie for she was a part
their daily lives.

Cleveland boasted about 1,000 seventh, eighth and
ninth grader students, the largest school in Elizabeth in
its day. Frank noted that the school had many academic
programs but also carried many after school activities
including football, volleyball, track, softball, swimming,
table tennis, badminton and basketball. The building had
two gymnasiums, one for girls and one for boys.

Frank lived a block away from the school at 406 First
Avenue. Most of his school nights and his summers were
spent playing in Cleveland’s school yard. Ed and Minnie’s
corner store was like a toy box. It had everything a kid
would need to be a kid. Besides candy, picture cards and
soda pop the store had an endless supply of sponge balls
“Pinkies” for stick ball.

Corner stores served as a catch-all of a neighborhood
activity. They were social centers where people
congregated, they were the supply posts for the day to day
needs of neighborhood families and in the case of Ed’s it
supplied a huge student body with the things it needed to
complete a class project, no matter how unusual. 

For over 40 years, Ed’s was a family run business. So
Minnie and Ed grew up with their adult customers and
knew each kid who came in the store from birth. They
minded the store and made sure the youngsters minded
their Ps and Qs. 

Not for Nothing But...
why does a stickball bat

at Walmart costs twice 

as much as a broom?
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Free Property Market Evaluation
_____

Serving Your Community 
Since 1984

_____
Pre-Foreclosure 

& Estate Sales Specialist
_____

Residential Listings, 
Sales & Rentals Specialist

_____
Dedicated to Providing Superior

Service In Property Marketing
_____

Specializing In Essex County,
Union County 

& Surrounding Areas
_____

Negotiable Commission

1555 Oakland Avenue Union NJ 07083 • Office 908.687.7757 • Fax 908.687.7758

O’DONNELL AGENCY, INC.
ROBERT GRIFFITH

INSURANCE PRODUCER

416 Centennial Avenue 277 N. Broad Street
Cranford, NJ 07016 Elizabeth, NJ 07208
908-272-3540 908-352-2180

1-800-640-6996

DiBELLA Financial Group
1st Metropolitan Mortgage

• Tax preparation  • Mortgages  • Annuities
• Home Equity Loans  • Financial Planning

(908) 686-7370
Notary Public • Life/Auto/Home Insurance

Anthony Di Bella                     Mario Di Bella
Joseph Di Bella                      Thomas Di Bella

515 Springfield Road • Kenilworth, NJ 07033

Windows - Doors - Awnings
Kitchen & Baths

Windows - Doors - Awnings
Kitchen & Baths

45 North Avenue
Garwood, NJ 07027
45 North Avenue
Garwood, NJ 07027

Joseph Guerrero
Tel: 908-389-1300

Cell: 908-358-5609
Fax: 908-518-9192

Joseph Guerrero
Tel: 908-389-1300

Cell: 908-358-5609
Fax: 908-518-9192

F R E E
* On-site 

measuring
*Estimates
* Delivery

F R E E
* On-site 

measuring
*Estimates
* Delivery

Suppliers of 
• Roofing
• Siding
• Gutters
• Windows
• Doors
• Cabinetry

1414 Chestnut Avenue • Hillside, NJ 07205

www.theroofingoutlet.com

908-964-0200
Fax: 908-964-0588

BUYING, SELLING OR OWN
A HOME WITH AN OIL TANK?

Call about our tank testing and protection program.

To keep your family comfortable 
all winter long your heating company 
had better be extra special.

HOME HEATING OIL 
AND DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY

Prompt, Courteous Service
Call for details.

Serving Union and Middlesex Counties for over 50 years
and enjoys a reputation for integrity and reliability.

• Oil boiler & furnace installation and service
• Storage tank protection program
• Tank replacement
• Tank testing

Watch for our RED trucks
For over 50 years 

our“RED TRUCKS”
have been a recognized symbol

of know how and reliability.

908-351-0313
Family owned business 

Since 1946

GENERAL CONTRACTORS
AND DEVELOPERS

Albert G. Mauti, Jr
Joseph Mauti

T: 908-351-1177
F: 908-351-3871

540 North Avenue
Union, NJ 07083

www.m-mconctruction.com

Pavel Construction, Inc.
Complete Line, 

Expert Masonry & Home Improvement
Elizabeth, NJ

Ray Vella 908-659-9556

United Way of Greater Union County has
announced that the organization will officially honor
the work of St. Joseph’s Social Service Center and Sister
Jacinta Fernandes during United Way’s 2006
Celebration event.

United Way’s 2006 Celebration is scheduled for
Wednesday, September 20, and will be held at the
Schering-Plough Corporation in Kenilworth, New
Jersey, from 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM.  The cost is $40 per
person and includes a buffet dinner, wine, beer and soft
drinks.  To attend or to help sponsor this exciting
event, please call (908) 353-7171.

Sister Fernandez will be in attendance to accept
United Way’s 2nd Annual Dell Raudelunas Spirit of
Caring Award.  The award is named in memory of
Dolores (Dell) Raudelunas who served as United Way
of Greater Union County’s Chief Executive Officer
from 1969-2000.  Last year, this prestigious award was
presented to the late Ann Baran, who was a longtime
United Way volunteer throughout her professional
career and while she served as County Manager.

St. Joseph’s Social Service Center in Elizabeth is a
multi-service program that provides counseling, job
training, food, clothing, medication and other
necessities to the poor and homeless.  Since 1983, St.
Joseph’s Social Service Center has worked closely with
its partner organization, the Elizabeth Coalition to
House the Homeless, to provide long-term solutions for
working poor families, such as affordable housing.

“Every day, St. Joseph’s Social Service Center plays a
critical role in supporting the needs of our community’s
poor and homeless,” said Lockhart.  “Their ongoing
partnership with the Elizabeth Coalition to House the
Homeless has woven a secure safety net for the most

UNITED WAY TO HONOR ST. JOSEPH’S SOCIAL SERVICE CENTER
AND SISTER JACINTA FERNANDES AT 2006 CELEBRATION

vulnerable members of our community.”
In the early 1980s, Sister Fernandes helped found

Our Lady of Fatima’s Social Service Center, which later
became St. Joseph’s Social Service Center.  She is
widely recognized throughout New Jersey for her tireless
work as an advocate for the homeless and those in need.

“Sister Jacinta is a leader in caring throughout Union
County, and she serves as a shining example of what it
means to be committed to improving the lives of our
neighbors in need,” said Larry J. Lockhart, President of
the Board of United Way of Greater Union County.
“She has been the driving force that has inspired
thousands of local people to put their faith and good
will into action to help others.” 

ABOUT UNITED
WAY OF GREATER
UNION COUNTY

Since 1969, United Way of Greater Union County
has been developing and supporting programs that
improve the lives of local children and youth, seniors,
people with disabilities and families in crisis.  United
Way’s Born Learning initiatives are focused on
enhancing the quality of local childcare centers to
ensure children are well prepared to learn and succeed
in school and in life.  United Way’s 2-1-1 helpline also
supports thousands of local families by connecting
callers with community resources that can help answer
their human service needs.  For more information or to
support United Way of Greater Union County, please
call (908) 353-7171 or visit www.uwguc.org. 

(right) Sister
Jacinta Fernandes
of St. Joseph’s
Social Service
Center

FREE JOB TRAINING
Project Ready will be accepting

applications for its fall job
preparedness program on Friday,
September 8 at 9:30 a.m. sharp. 
Applicants should be prepared to stay

for 2 hours. The free 6 week program will
begin the following Monday at 9:00 am.

Basic computer skills will be taught
including Microsoft Word, Excel and
navigating the internet as well as resume
writing and interview techniques.

Project Ready is located within 
St. Joseph Social Service Center
at 118 Division St. in Elizabeth. 
For more information please call

(908)353-1045 or visit
www.projectready.org.
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ROSELLE PARK $394,900
COLONIAL

Move in Condition all brick colonial,
Best part of town, features 2 bdrms, 2
_  baths, eat-in-kitchen, dining rm,
living rm, family rm, finished bsmt,
wood burning fireplace, CAC, 1 car
attached garage, perfect
mother/daughter, ceramics tile flrs in
bsmt and kitchen… Call Today for more
details 908-245-9300 Re/Max Prestige

PLAINFIELD $410,000
HUGE PROPERTY

Featuring 2 units each with 4-5 bdrms,
full baths, dining rm, living rm, porch,
eat-in-kitchen, full basement, great
location, walking distance to NY
transportations, Separate Utilities,
newer roof and windows…. Call today
for showings  908-245-9300 Re/Max
Prestige

SPRINGFIELD $425,000
RANCH

Beautiful Spacious Ranch featuring 2
bdrms, 1.5 baths, eat-in-kitchen, formal
dining rm,  living rm w/lovely fireplace,
foyer, Large Yard for kids, porch, 1 car
attached garage, Nice NYC Commute,
Great Location, Call today  for your
Personal tour  908-245-9300 Re/Max
Prestige

UNION $445,000
IMMACULATE CAPE COD

Featuring 3 bdrms, 2 full baths, Eat-
in-Kitchen w/ breakfast bar,
dining/living rm combo, Completely
Renovated, Great Location, Top of
the Line Amenities, basement,
driveway, CallToday for Your
Personal Tour 908-245-9300
Re/Max Prestige

ROSELLE $307,000
COLONIAL HOME

Spacious 3 Bedrms home with
Living Rm, Dining Rm, Eat-in-
Kitchen, 1.5 Baths, Full Basement,
1 Car Garage, new  roof,
windows, sliders, oil furnance,
newer plumbing, attic, storage
rm… Call today for more
information 908-245-9300
Re/Max Prestige

WAYNE $695,000
BEAUTIFUL TOWNHOUSE

Fabulous End Unit Townhouse featuring 7
Rms, Breakfast Bar, Center Island, Eat-in-
Kitchen, Formal Dining Rm, Living Rm, Master
Bdrm w/ Jacuzzi and stall shower, Fireplace,
Walkout finishes basement with full bath , Call
Today  your personal tour 908-245-9300
Re/Max Prestige

LINDEN $399,900
TRULY MOVE IN CONDITON

Immaculated Cape Cod in Beautiful
Sunnyside Area featuring 3 Bedrm, 3 full
baths, Living Rm, Eat-in-kitchen, Hardwood
flrs, Finished Basement, 2 Car Garage,
Access to all NYC transportation, Shopping
and schools Call Patrick Mullery for more
information 908-245-9300  Re/Max
Prestige

ELIZABETH $520,000
GREAT FOR INVESTORS

Totally Renovated!!! 4 unit home, Each
unit featuring 1-2 bdrms, kitchen, living
rm., Updated heating and plumbing,
central air, All separate utilities, A Truly
Must See…To  show call 908-245-9300
Re/Max Prestige

UNION $160,000
GREAT INVESTMENT

Pizzeria Business in the Union Area,
all equipment included, A 850 sq. ft.
lot, Great Money Maker…. Call today
for more information 908-245-9300
Re/Max Prestige

IRVINGTON $260,000
GREAT COLONIAL

This home features 3 bedrms, full
bath, eat-in-kitchen, formal dining
rm, living rm, florida rm, den, full
basement, wood burning fireplace,
2 car detached garage… Call today
for your personal tour 908-245-
9300 Re/Max Prestige

PRESTIGÉ 908-245-9300 

WANT TO SELL?? NEED TO SELL?? 
DON'T SETTLE FOR LESS, 

DON'T FALL INTO THE 3% TRAP... 
YOU CAN HIRE US AND OUR ENTIRE TEAM 
FOR THE PRICE OF ONE SINGLE AGENT!

FREE OVER THE PHONE HOME EVALUATION

134 E. Westfield Avenue • Roselle Park, NJ 07204

3 R D   GENERATION
MORTGAGES
Preparing you for generations to come.

3g-mortgage.com

952 Route 9,
Bayville, NJ 08721
tel 732-237-9559
fax 732-237-9509

1043 Raritan Road
Clark, NJ 07066

tel 732-388-1177
fax 732-388-1187

Benjamin Sheedy, North East Regional Manager
cell 908-432-0665

Just
Listed

The City of Linden Hall of Fame Committee will kick
off their inaugural year with a breakfast in the fall,
fundraisers and meetings and culminating with an awards
induction dinner planned for April, 2007. 

The organization is meeting on September 27, 2006 at
Nuno Restaurant on Roselle Street at 8:00 am. The
meeting will serve to introduce the organization to the
press and public. The purpose of the Committee is to
formally recognize outstanding male and female athletes,
coaches, teams and other individuals who have
contributed to the athletic, academic or civic success of
the Linden community.

The committee will also be reaching out to the
community for individuals who would like to be involved
in their mission. Any one interested can contact Linden’s
Department of Recreation at 908-474-8600.  

LINDEN ESTABLISHES
ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

(right) Linden Athletic Hall of Fame Committee
Chairman, Emanuel P. Riggi, presents a plaque of

appreciation to Bill Oplinger, President of the Linden
Men's Metro Fast Pitch Softball League for their
donation that will fund the Hall’s Kurt M. Wolf

Scholarship Fund. 
(l-r) Walter Martin, Hall of Fame Treasurer; Alfred A. Volpe, Hall of Fame Vice Chairman; Chairman Riggi;
President, Oplinger; Lt.. Ed Kusher, Linden Recreation; and Gary Luciano, Hall of Fame Secretary.
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ROSA AGENCY
REAL ESTATE • INSURANCE APPRAISALS

LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER

908-289-5200
540 North Avenue, Union, New Jersey 07083

Your local 
Rosa Agency 
Sales Team.

Jim Palermo Lou LaBrutto

The world is changing; everyday it appears
that something dramatic is happening in the
world and in the state of New Jersey.

This week we have seen a new war begin
between Israel and Lebanon. Simultaneously
wars still rage on in Iraq, Afghanistan,
Somalia, Sudan and Angola. Terrorists have
struck in India once again and two plots were
stopped one in Canada and one in Miami
Florida where they were intending to bomb
the NY tunnels and kidnap the Prime
Minister of Canada and behead him publicly.

Oil prices have risen and the price of gas
has followed. I have seen the cost of gas
double on my personal consumption within

the last month and a half. The cost of electricity
and heating has also risen.

The stock market has been tumbling every
single day and the FEDS continue to raise interest
rates. In the state of New Jersey we had a financial
crisis where state government was closed down for
approximate one week. This resulted in a
compromise at the expense of NJ residents that
once again we will pay additional taxes. This time
1% more on sales tax to minimize the effect. Our
generous elected officials did not call it 1%, but
merely a penny. Maybe I am crazy but when was
the last time you bought anything for a dollar.

When I was a child and a teenager the state of
New Jersey had no sales tax and no income tax and
the state functioned fine. Property taxes were
relatively cheap. In the City of Newark, where I
grew up, we had street sweepers, recreation for the
children, playgrounds that remained open 365 days
a year and water fountains on the street. The
sanitation department not only collected the
garbage, but also brought the garbage cans from the
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ELIZABETH - NEW LISTING-ELMORA HILLS- IMPECABLE
CONTEMPORARY SPLIT 4BRS 4 BATHS CAC CENT VAC MASTER
BR W/FBTH PART FIN BMT W/SANA 2 CAR GARG + MUCH
MORE A TRUE MUST SEE!

UNION - FAIRWAY DR SEC- Beautiful 3BR,3BA , oversized split compl
renov in 2000 feat incld new walls,elec,plumb,fire/burg,sys, undergrd
sprklers,ModEIK w/skylights, Deck off Florida RM, FR w/fpll, Rec Rm,
CAC, Cen Vac 2 car garg- Home is in pristine cond - a true must see -
bring your checkbook

ELIZABETH - ELMORA SEC-BIG 4F HOME CLOSE TO TRAIN
STATION & NYC BUSSES GOD RENTAL INCOME PARKING FOR
4CARS SEP UTIL  NEW ROOF NEW SIDING

HILLSIDE - WESTMINSTER SEC-NOTTINGHAM WAY-MAGNIFICANT
MINI MANSION BEAUTIFUL CENTER HALL COL IN GREAT
NEIGHBORHOOD FEAT: 7BRS LIV W/FP, FORMAL DINING ROOM,
KIT W/BREAKFAST ROOM, FIN BMT & ATTIC MASTER BEDROOM
W/HIS & HERS BATHROOMS INGROUND HEATED POOL CAC 2
HEATING UNITS + MUCH MORE CALL TODAY FOR AN APPT.

UNION - LIVINGSTON SEC-COLONIAL IN MOVE IN COND
FEAT:2BRS, REMOD KIT, LG BACKYARD W/ABOVE GRND POOL
HW FLRS NEWER GAR FURNACE SEMI FIN BMT WALKING DIST
TO UNION TRAIN STATION NY CITY BUS LIVINGSTON &
KAWAMEEH SCHOOLS & KEAN UNIVERSITY. THIS HOUSE IS A
DOLL HOUSE JUST MOVE RIGHT IN COME SEE FOR YOURSELF

rear of the property to the front so that there would
be no garbage in front of your home from twilight
on. This was done for every homeowner. There was
bulk collection and all garbage collections were
conducted prior to 7 am. There was no separate
sewer bill; it was part of the water bill.

In today's world our property taxes continue to
rise. In most municipalities they now charge you for
water and sewer separately. Many municipalities no
longer collect garbage. You must pay a private
vendor. There are no street sweepers and recreation
hours are limited.

The fact is that in New Jersey we pay more now
and get less. State government expects residents to
sit back and merely accept the fact that they cannot
live within their means. I would recommend to our
property homeowners in New Jersey to vote out
anyone who voted to raise the sales tax.

The question becomes “Why am I discussing
taxes, world events and oil with our readers?”
Because they all have a direct effect on real estate
values. When our residents are focused on world
events. They are less likely to buy real estate. When
oil prices continue to rise buyers have less money in
their pockets to buy property when interest rates rise
they must pay more on mortgage payments then they
did before. When services provided by municipalities
are passed on to taxpayer's, buyers are less likely to
buy in New Jersey. Many of our readers that I have
spoken to have considered moving to Pennsylvania,
Delaware and even to upstate New York where
property taxes are lower. They say you get more for
your bucks! 

Submitted by Justino Rosa

ELIZABETH - FROG HOLLOW SEC-2 YRS YOUNG 2F HOME HOME
IS IN TIP TOP COND FET: EACH UNIT 3BRS LIV DIN KIT 2FBTHS
CAC + 2F IN RMS W/FBTH BEHIND GARG

Kevin MacNamara
Sales - Associate

Cell: 908-578-1455
908-810-1811 Ext. 137

Fax: 908-810-1817
www.alljerseyrealty.com
www.alljerseyhomes.com

e-mail: kmacnamara60@earthlink.net
1200 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ 07083

How much is your home worth? 
Call for a free market analysis.

Top 1% In Closed Units Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate

Cell: (908) 202-1702
Direct Line: (908) 518-5294

elizabeth-bataille@burgdorff.com
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