
Peterstown’s annual festival honoring St. Rocco, which ended in 1988, grew to be
the largest in Union County. It was so spectacular that, after 20 years, it still

elicits vivid memories in those who attended. The Feast had very humble roots. It
originated in 1930 through the hard work and devotion of Vincenzo Gogliardo.

Vincenzo inaugurated the annual festival in front of his home on 532 Fourth Avenue in the
Peterstown section of Elizabeth, NJ. The event moved to Spencer Street and grew into a three-day
celebration. The affair was always conducted on the weekend following the Feast Day of St. Rocco on
August 16. Gogliardo settled in Peterstown in 1924. Born in 1870, he was originally from the Italian
town of Savoia DiLucania. The anniversary of St. Rocco’s birth has always been remembered with a
festival there and Vincenzo brought the tradition with him to America.

St. Rocco was born of French nobility in 1340A.D. He showed a great devotion to God and the
Blessed Mother in his youth and was left an orphan at an early age. After living with his uncle, St.
Rocco distributed his wealth and took a vow of poverty before heading to Rome. At this time Italy was
suffering through a plague. It was noted at the time that St. Rocco was attributed with curing many
afflicted people through prayer and by blessing them. His life took a turn toward despair when he
contracted the disease himself and was banished from the city to live in a cave. Near death and with an
open sore on his leg he sustained life with the help of the dog of a nearby nobleman who would bring
St. Rocco food. The nobleman eventually found the Saint and nourished him back to health in his
castle.

St. Rocco traveled through Italy for a few years before returning to his hometown in France.
Unrecognizable in his present state, St. Rocco was jailed and accused of being a spy. Upon his dying, his
cell was illuminated by a blue light radiating from his body and a spiritual voice was also heard
proclaiming St. Rocco would be immortalized in heaven. It wasn’t until his captors discovered a
birthmark in the shape of a cross on his chest that they realized his true identity. With his dying breath
he revealed to the governor that he was his nephew. Many miracles were attributed to St. Rocco even
after his death. His body lays in a glass tomb in the Church of San Rocco in Venice, Italy.

There are many structures throughout Italy that memorialize St. Rocco. The most spectacular is that of the church, built in the sixteenth
century, which sits at the highest point of Savoia DiLucania, a village built on a rock overlooking the River Sele.

St. Rocco is revered as the protector against the plague and all contagious diseases. His image is depicted with the sore on his leg exposed
and with the life saving dog by his side. Gogliardo built a chapel in his home with a shrine of St. Rocco visible from the street. The statue is
still perched in the groundfloor window overlooking Fourth Avenue.

Vincenzo’s devotion to the Saint energized him to host the feast and raise funds in St. Rocco’s honor. He would walk on his quest to gather
contributions from businesses and organizations. It was not uncommon for him to walk thirty to forty miles in a day, starting from his home in
Peterstown and going as far as Newark, NJ, or New Providence and beyond. Vincenzo organized a procession where the statue would be carried

through the streets of Peterstown so donations can be pinned to a sash. An Italian band led the march followed by children and townfolk.
The money he raised would be donated to St. Elizabeth Hospital Chapel.
Vincenzo passed away in 1956. After fifteen years plans to resurrect the feast began by a newly formed organization called the American

Italian Cultural Society of Union County. After two years of being held in Warinanco Park in Roselle, NJ, the
feast was moved back home to Peterstown, to O’Brian Field, better known as the School 3 playground. It was

expanded to ten days, with food vendors lining both sides of South Seventh Street, Second and
Third Avenues. Amusement rides claimed the ball field and a stage sat up the hill in left field.

The St. Rocco’s Feast was a source of pride for the Italian American community. It
showcased the richness of the culture while entertaining thousands.

It has been 20 years since the Feast went dormant again but it still
resonates in the hearts and minds of everyone who passed through. It is
one of those experiences that the older generation laments that their
children are missing out on.

published by Joe Renna for the Sons of Peterstown Sports Club
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(left) Family and friends of Vincenzo Gogliardo help move the statue
of St. Rocco through the streets of Peterstown: Granddaughters
Blanch (Gogliardo) McLaughlin, Tessie Gerro, Rose (DeMaio)
Moyle and Annmarie Carberry, great granddaughter.

(above) Shrine erected in 1945 by
Vincent Gallo in the front of his
Fourth Avenue home.
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The St. Rocco’s Feast was a

showcase for everything that

was great about Peterstown.

First there were the people,

thousands would pack the

playground and surrounding

streets for ten days. You would

have the feeling that you knew

each one. Everyone there was

either related to someone from the neighborhood or

was a friend of a friend.

Then there was the food. The food offered at the

typical fair is usually greasy and low grade, but not at

our feast. Most vendors were from the neighborhood

and offered home made Italian specialties. There was no

skimping on the portions or the quality.

The third highlight was the entertainment. It was

constant day and night for ten days. Again mostly it was

local talent, singing dancing and just having a good

time. There many reasons why the feast ended. Lack of

pride was not one of them.

Thank you and God bless.

John Sacco, President

President’s
Message

Printed on
Recycled Paper

www. Visit our website.
Leave a message
on our Peterstown
Message board.

Joe,
Thanks for all the work you put into the Around About

Peterstown newspaper. I always look forward to reading it.
Since I moved to Florida last year from NJ, it's like being in
the old neighborhood. I remember your dad being with my
dad, Vito Colicchio Sr, at Jimmy Malta's store, across the
street from St. Anthony's. Those were the days.

Best regards,
Vito Colicchio, Jr
Vero Beach, Florida

Dear Joe,
Again I am writing to you to tell you how much I enjoyed

your article on the reopening of Nugent's Tavern in the May
08 issue of the newspaper.

I am a former resident of Elizabeth, for nearly 12 years I
have been a resident of Florida. I remember Nugent's very
well. Joe JR was a year ahead of me in Blessed Sacrament
School, and Frankie was a few years behind me. It was a
favorite watering hole for my father and his brother. Many
the time they took me there as a young fellow to watch the
Friday Night Fights, then called Gillette Cavalcade of Sports.
My father would get me a coke and a bowl of pretzels and I
would be in seventh heaven. At that time TV was in its
infancy and Nugent's was the only tavern around that had
one.

There were also no stools at the bar. You stood, but that
was no problem. There were times that it was so crowded
you couldn't fall down. You were shoulder to shoulder.

My father used to remark that Nugent's spilled more on
the bar then the average tavern sold. There were no pourers
on the bottles. All the bartenders were Irish, and from
Ireland. I think, at that time, there was one named Jr. who
was not Irish. A good friend of my father tended bar there for
many a year, his name was Jim Neary. At that time if you
bought two beers, the third was on the house.

I had two very Irish uncles, from Ireland, who lived in
NY and did not drive. They would come over in the subway.
Take the tubes to Newark and then a # 12 bus to the corner
of North and Newark Avenue. Many a time they would get
off a block before that so they could stop in Nugent's to
quench the thirst, after all they came all the way from the
Bronx. They would leave their wives and children waiting
outside while they went in. Knowing the third was on the
house, they sometimes stayed a little too long, but that is
another story.

I want to tell you how much I enjoy your paper it brings
back a bit of nostalgia, and my son always picks up a copy
and sends it down to me. Keep up the good work.

Sincerely,
Jack Joyce
Spring Hill, FL

THE BIG TIME
I got the itch to be up on stage
Think I was barely thirteen
Some local boys were playin' the school dance
It was the coolest thing I'd ever seen
It wasn't long till I got an old pair of sticks
And learned how to keep the beat
Guess Mom and Dad put up with the noise
'Cause it kept me off the street
Some of the band boys dreamed of glory
They talked about fortune and fame
I just enjoyed the songs, day to day
Wasn't playin' no rock-n-roll game

Well, I never hit the big time
But man that's alright with me
'Cause I wouldn't trade all the fun I've had
And those dynamite memories
I just keep on playin' the music
Like I have year after year
That's all I ever really wanted
And it feels just fine right here

Traveled up and down the East Coast,
Givin' them a damn good show
On a big ol' stage, under big bright lights
They love it everywhere we go
You see, it's all about the music
Play it strong and sing it loud
Always give them the best you got
'Cause you never know who's in the crowd
Haven't seen no record contract
But brother, there's no regrets
Just enjoy every time you get to play
'Cause this may be as good as it gets

Warmed up the crowd for the Big Boss
Yeah, I've had my moments you see
Felt real good right next to Mr. Brown
Whole Lotta' Shakin' hands with Jerry Lee

Still got the itch to be on stage
That drive and desire remains
It's something that I can’t control my friend
'Cause it's runnin' all through my veins

No, I never hit he big time
But man that's alright with me
'Cause I wouldn't trade all the fun I've had
And those dynamite memories
I just keep playin' the music
Like I have year after year
That's all I ever really wanted
And it feels just fine right here
Yeah! It feels just fine right here !!!

Thanks again Joe. Nice job!
And people: “Don't ever stop rockin' !!”
God bless !
Lou Felipe

Dear Joe,
Just wanted to thank you for the great article in the

June/July 08 issue about our band Tattoo Rose. You captured
the magic and the feeling of those years very accurately. It
was a special time for all, especially for us playing the music.
I think I can speak for all that were involved, that we
wouldn't trade it for anything in the world. It molded many
of us into what we are today. The memories brought a smile
to my face as well as a tear to my eye. I'd like to share
something that I had written over the winter as I sat
reminiscing about those very days of fun and music.

....and it goes like this...

(above, l to r) Kelly, Jim, Jeanette, Vito, Terri &
Kimmie

Hi Joe.
My cousins both had fathers who were raised in

Elizabeth. My one uncle, Daniel DiFabio, lived down by the
old movie theater on Elizabeth Avenue with his parents and
sister, Betty. My other cousin's dad, Joseph Girgus, lived on
Grand Street. If you want to get in touch with some old
timers, Joe's brother, Mike Girgus, is alive and well in Clark,
NJ. Mike and his sister, Helen, are in their 80's now and can
talk about "old-time" Elizabeth.

Mike's sister-in-law, Frances and her husband, Arthur,
lived over by Cherry St. Frances owned Fran's Antiques on
Elizabeth Avenue by the Route 1 bridge.

My partner, Tom Shaver, lived on Grove St, not too far
in from Grand St. We saw that you had friends of ours in
your paper, Oscar Petraglia and Biagio Acito.

Good times!! As we say down here in FL.
Good luck if you talk to them!
Helena Roberts
Leesburg, FL.
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3Editor’s Opinion
everybody has one - this is mine - by Joe Renna
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All changes that happen in society are explained as
being a result of progress, and though I am a big
proponent of development, I don’t agree that all change
is good. Changes that improve our health and safety are
obviously universally accepted as good. But changes that
may fall outside of necessity may have undesireable side
effects and should be avoided.

Every culture is developed though what the society
needs to survive and prosper. Cultures are dynamic and
adapt to changes. All go through changes and all lose
pieces along the way. Speaking about the Italian
American background that I experienced in the
Peterstown section of Elizabeth, NJ, I must say that I
miss the ways of the past.

Life styles that were once honed from necessity are
now a product of choice. For instance, poverty created
the reason for many things that were common for living
in Peterstown. Ability to find decent work was the
catalyst for many immigrants settleing in the Burg. Life
in a multi-family house shared by branches of the family
were common. It was almost a communal existence
where each neighbor had an interest in watching each
other’s children.

It is rare that someone has that relationship today,
not only with their neighbors but with their own family
members. You can say that it is progress that allows
individuals to own their own home and to afford baby
sitters, nannies and domestic help, but there is grave
consequences to the breakdown of the traditional family
structure this causes.

The things we attribute to culture like family values,
the foods we eat, the jobs we work at, and the way we
worship were once inaugurated into our life at birth.
Today they have become the product of choice.

This is really the phenomena of those of us who are
second generation Americans. Our parents had many

more choices in life compared to their parents who had
few to none. Relatively speaking I had 100% freedom to
do with my life whatever I wanted.

I try to hold on to the life I grew up in. After seeing
the alternatives I am firm in my belief that there was no
better way to live. I am very happy to see that the same
choice has been made by many of my contemporaries
who also grew up in Peterstown.

It helps to have a spouse whose core values are the
same. The choice for my wife Tina to be a stay-at-home
mom was without hesitation. I love her for that. She
does draw a few lines though. Even though she does
every other chore in the house, I have to clean up after
the dog.

RICHARD DOMINICK
Vincenzo Gogliardo, subject of the Around About

Peterstown’s August 08 cover story, has a great grandson
who many people may recognize as television producer
extrodenier Richard Dominick. Richard’s mother is
Margaret who is the daughter of Marie DiMaio, nee
Gogliardo, daughter of Vincent.

Rich’s fame came as the executive producer of “The
Jerry Springer Show”, which is in its seventeenth season.
He started his career as the artistic director of the New
Jersey Theater. He also honed his writing and acting
chops as part of a comedy troupe.

His writing career became most creative when he
became a reporter for the weekly World News, where he
reported on stories such as “Toaster Possessed by the
Devil” and “Howdy Dowdy Dummy Comes Alive and
Saves Drowning Boy.” He made seven appearances on
the David Letterman show to discus his stories.

His unique brand of journalism was perfect
preparation for working on the Springer show, though
topics on Springer were much more bizarre than Rich
was used to. He continued to write for notables like Jay
Leno, The national Lampoon and Cracked Magazine.
He was once on assignment fro Penthouse Magazine
traveling the United States in search of Elvis.

When asked to explain the Jerry Springer Show, Rich
quipped. "If you want to save the whales, call Oprah. If
you're dating a whale, call us."

Richard is also currently the executive producer for
The Steve Wilkos Show, a Springer Show spin-off.

Not for Nothing But...
a good topic for the

Jerry Springer show

could be “Italian men

who pine for the

past and the women

who love them.”

(above) Richard Dominick with his daughters Maggie
and Molly, Vincenzo’s great-great grandchildren.

ST. ANTHONY’S CLASS OF ‘62
Jerry Oriscello, Frank Malta and Mike Minitelli are

spearheading a 45 year grammar school class reunion
and are looking for classmates. If you are one, please call
Mike at 908-687-5213 or Frank at 908-355-1176.

ELIZABETH H.S. CLASS OF ‘78
Reunion Date: Saturday, November 29, 2008
Please send us current names & addresses of classmates.
E-Mail: EHSClassof78@aol.com or call 908-820-3808.

ROSELLE CATHOLIC AND
GIRLS CATHOLIC CLASSES OF ‘78
Saturday, November 29, 2008 at the
Kenilworth Inn. For info email:
RCGC78reunion@yahoo.com
Leave contact info and if you
have interest in playing Golf
the day before. Rooms are
reserved for attendees if you
would like to book one.

(right) Is Margeritta Martino the
only student from St. Anthony’s
to ever go to Girl’s Catholic?

THOMAS JEFFERSON H.S.
CLASS OF 1953

Thomas Jefferson H.S. Class of 1953 will hold its
55th year reunion celebration on September 11th at the
Beacon Hill Country Club, 8 Beacon Hill Road,
Atlantic Highlands. Contact:
Jack Padavano 732-929-1666 - john668@netzero.com
or Don Schiessl 908-353-0867 - dasretired@aol.com.

ST. MARY’S HIGH SCHOOL
CLASS OF 1948
The reunion begins with mass at 11 am on September
27th in St. Mary's church and continues at the school
with a buffet lunch. Call Joan Gallagher, 908-352-0670.

Union County
LANDSCAPE & GARDEN SUPPLY

NOW OPEN!

Mon - Sat: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm
Sun: 8:00 am - 2:00 pm

1455 St. Georges Avenue, Roselle, NJ
(1/4 mile south of Warinanco Park) 908-620-9200

GREAT PRICES!

GREAT LOCATION!

� Top Soil
� Shrubs

� Stone
� Trees

� Mulch
� Pavers

� Decorative Stone
� Retaining Walls

� Granite Block
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ADVERTISERS’ INDEX
If you like the paper, please thank an advertiser. The

businesses that advertise in this paper make it possible to
print. You can show your appreciation for their support
by patronizing their business's. If they keep advertising,
we will keep printing.

Advertising starts at $45 for a business card size ad, up
to $600 for a full page. Anyone interested in placing an
ad can contact Tina Renna at (908) 709-0530..

ADVERTISER PAGE
All Jersey Realty ............................................................22
Alliance Plumbing & Heating ......................................18
American’s Finest Karate & Kick Boxing .....................10
American Plumbing Supply...........................................18
Amici's Restaurant.........................................................16
An Honest Tree Service ................................................21
Bayway World of Liquor ................................................16
Bella Gina's Italian Deli & Restaurant .........................16
Benedictine Academy.................................................... 4
Best Dental Group .........................................................11
Blue Streak Auto Sales.................................................. 8
Bob & Richies Sunoco .................................................. 8
Buzzetti’s Deli .................................................................15
Candelino Kitchens .......................................................21
Cervantes of Spain Restaurant ......................................16
City of Elizabeth Vaccination Program.........................11
City Tavern Restaurant..................................................16
Cleveland Auto & Tire ................................................. 8
Clover Leaf Cemetery & Mausoleum ........................... 5
C & J Automotive......................................................... 6
Colton’s Pharmacy......................................................... 9
Corsentino Home for Funerals ...................................... 5
Cubano restaurant / Lounge ..........................................15
Custom Hair Design ......................................................10
David Fabbo Construction ............................................24
DiBella Financial Group................................................22
DiCosmo's Italian Deli & Catering...............................16
DiCosmo’s Italian Ices ...................................................17
Dimensions A Total Salon ............................................10
Dr. Nicholas Cicchetti, D.M.D. ....................................11
Dr. Jorge Matos, Orthodontics ..................................... 11
Dr. Nicholas Palmieri, Chiropractic Sports Medicine ..11
Dr. Frank Paternostro, D.M.D. ......................................11
Dr. Joseph M. Schulman, Family Practice.....................11
Dr. Vaiana, Bella Medi Spa ...........................................11
Drew Memorial Company ............................................. 4
East Coast Computer Care ............................................11
Elizabeth Auto Wrecking & Auto Glass ...................... 8
Elizabeth Police Department......................................... 6
Elizabeth Yellow Cab..................................................... 9
Esthetique Home Improvements ...................................18
Front Street Smokehouse and Saloon...........................16
Gourmet Deli .................................................................16
Hollywood Carpet..........................................................18
Jacobson's Distribution Co. ...........................................19
Jersey Uniform ...............................................................21
Jersey Window Factory ..................................................20
Joanne's Luncheonette ..................................................17
Joe Percario General Contracting .................................21
Joey’s Italian Deli ...........................................................17
Magic Fountain ..............................................................17
Michelino’s Pizzeria........................................................17
Millennium Home Mortgage.........................................22
Miracle Plaza Car Wash & Oil Change........................ 7
Miss Donna’s Academy of Dance ..................................10
New Jersey Realty ..........................................................22
NJ P.C. Pros....................................................................18
Nugent’s Tavern .............................................................16
O'Donnell Insurance Agency ........................................22
Pavel Construction ........................................................18
Perrotti Floors ................................................................18
Petruccelli Funeral Home.............................................. 5
Pinho’s Bakery................................................................17
Prestige Home Sales.......................................................23
RE/MAX properties Unlimited .....................................22
Richard Lucas Chevrolet Subaru .................................. 9
Rocco Auto Service....................................................... 8
Sacco’s Meat Market......................................................14
Santa Maria Eye Care Center........................................10
Santillo’s Brick Oven Pizza ............................................17
Spirito’s Restaurant ........................................................14
Tango Insurance.............................................................18
Tapas of Spain ................................................................16
Tauros Tapas Grill ..........................................................16
Tequila’s Grill.................................................................16
Third Generation Mortgages.........................................22
Tomasso Brothers ...........................................................20
Tommy's Pizza ................................................................17
Trinitas Hospital ............................................................24
Union County Garden Supply ...................................... 3
Video Data Services.......................................................10
Village Insurance ........................................................... 8
Villani Bus Company..................................................... 9
Weichert Realtors ..........................................................22

OLD TIMERS CLUB IS SIMPLY THAT
Most social clubs can distinguish themselves by a

particular attribute or purpose. For the old Timers
Democratic Club it is difficult to define what criteria is
used for membership. Its history is a bit vague and open
to interpretation. Many of the original members have
passed away but there is a core of men who still frequent
the clubhouse on 553 Third Avenue in the Peterstown
section of Elizabeth, NJ.

Members can loosely trace the club’s lineage back to
the Original Mantano’s, a club that started in the early
1900’s that used to meet a few blocks away, on Third
Avenue near Cleveland Auto and Tire Center. Some say
the ties are tighter with the Rocky Stango’s Club, which
splintered from the Original Mantanos and met on

South 5th Street in the 1960’s.
The Old Timers have been on Third Avenue about

20 years. The clubhouse walls are filled with the decades
worth of photos from the archives of both older clubs.
The charter for the Original Mantano Club is stowed
away somewhere.

For the most part the octogenarians who meet to play
cards and watch sports on the television have little
interest in the formalities which got them together.
Basically they have done what comes natural in a
community where friends for over 80 years still hang out
together. It has been that way for their parents and
grand parents.

Typical Peterstown.

(below, l-r) Lou Moro
fans his cards as Rip Marino
deals to Alfonso DiCosmo.

(left, l-r) Pat Collichio,
Joe Dispirito, Sam Renna,
Lefty Labrutto, Lucky
John, Mike DiCosmo,
Mike Crincoli, Jimmy
Gogliardo, _______,
Rocky DiCosmo and Joe
Tomatoes at NJ Boxing
Hall of Fame inductions
in 1988.

(above) Freinds of the Old Timers included one time
Elizabeth Mayor, Nick LaCorte, third from right, and FBI
agent Carmine Bellino standing in at top.

(above) Out on the town at at the Villaroma on
Lidgewood Avenue in Linden, NJ with owners
Frank and Tom Beninato, seated at left and right.
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CORSENTINO
Home for Funerals
Carl C. Corsentino, Manager

NJ Lic. No. 2548

908-351-9595
620 Second Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

Since 1865

Family owned and operated.
THOMAS R. DREW, JR.

ALAN G. DREW

732-388-4396
16 INMAN AVE. • COLONIA, NJ 07067-1802

(Across from St. Gertrude Cemetery)
Monuments • Headstones • Markers

Granite - Bronze Cemetery Lettering
WE ERECT PRIVATE FAMILY MAUSOLEUMS

Memorial Craftsmen Petruccelli
Funeral Home

Family owned and operated for over 100 years!

Marie E. Belmont Baio
Manager, NJ Lic. No 3866

908-352-8167 • 908-352-0299
232 Christine Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Offer expires September 15, 2008

CEREMONIES RENEW MEMORIES OF 9/11 VICTIMS

FLAG OF HONOR HANGS IN SACCO’S

The Peterstown section of Elizabeth, NJ is just ten
miles from ground zero. The world trade center towers
were in view when traveling north on Rts. 1 & 9 or the
Turnpike. They were an inviting landmark when going
into the city. The tragedy of 9/11 touched everyone’s
life. It had to be especially tougher for anyone living in
the metropolitan area. Not that sorrow was not felt by
every American across the country but the physical
attachment to New York and personal relationships to
people who worked in the centers are an every day
reminder of the loss suffered by people who live close
by.

The Flag of Honor contains the names of all those
that perished in the World Trade Towers, the Pentagon,
United flights175 and 93 and American flights 11 and
77. The flag has special significance to John Sacco who
owns a butcher shop in Peterstown, because it includes
the name of his cousin Martino Giovinazzo.

Martino, who lived in Staten Island, was working as
an electrician for a subcontractor to the Port Authority.
He was one floor above the level of impact when the
first plan hit the towers.

John received the flag from his nephew Joey Aguillo
who is a fireman in Naples Florida. Joey was visiting
friends who were firemen in New York. He came across
the flag while visiting ground zero and thought that it

As the seventh anniversary approachs
municipalities are planning memorial services. So
many towns in the vicinity of the attack experienced
the loss of residents. The shock is still felt by neighbors
and friends. Memorial services have become annual
events that show support for mourners and reassurance
to all that American ideals of freedom and our way of
life has not been altered.

Immortalizing those killed in the terrorist attacks of
9/11 reenforces the fact that the real threat of terrorism
is to innocent people and ensure that it is not
forgotten. No matter how the war is presented in the
media this reality must not be ignored.

was a tribute to those who died that his Uncle John
would appreciate. John hung it in the window of his
shop.

(above, right) John Sacco finds his cousins
name amoung the list of those killed on 9/11.
(right) Martin(o) Giovinazzo appears in white

letters on the red strip of the flag.
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6 FRANK KRINGLE WAS ONCE STATE’S GOLF CHAMP
Golf legends are very seldom associated with

Elizabeth, NJ, especially in the 1920’s when the country
club sport was reserved for people of certain financial
means and a certain sort of breeding. It was in this
environment that Frank Crincoli started playing the
game and, against the odds, and against the grain,
became state champion.

Frank’s achievements alone are legendary but what
makes them most fascinating was that he was self-
taught. Frank was one of six children of Mike and
Louise Crincoli, immigrants from Valata Italy, living on
Palmer Street in the Peterstown section of Elizabeth.
Frank started out working as a plumber out of the union
hall.

Frank’s intro to golf was working as a caddie at the
Suburban Country Club in Union, NJ. Frank would tell
the story of while carrying clubs for hire as a small boy
someone gave him a rusty old 2 iron. He would swing
that club every chance he had while waiting for his
next job. After hours he would sneak out on the course
to play. He even putted with the club. Throughout his
career, the 2 iron would be his “pay off club”.

Frank, professionally known as Frank Kringle, made
his way into the professional ranks by pure
determination. He was known for his insatiable desire
to practice. He practiced enough to get the attention of
local pros. Amazingly he never played as an amateur
and used the professional tournaments to find his way.

He was hired as an assistant to Ben Parola at
Sunnyfield Golf Club in Linden, NJ and succeeded him
in 1929. He was the pro at Sunnyfield for almost 20
years.

For a while Frank Kringle defined New Jersey Golf.
He won the state Pro-Pro title twice and the Pro-
Amateur Championship once. In 1945 Frank won the
New Jersey Open Championship at Crestmont County
Club, from a field of 64 golfers. Frank credited his old
2 iron as the key to his winning the open.

The event capped an amazing year of golf that
grossed Frank $2,000 in prize money, making him the
number one pro golfer in North Jersey for the season.
He finished third behind Sam Snead at the Richmond
Open after leading the field for 27 holes. He also tied
Denny Shule in the Tropical Open but lost in a playoff.

Frank Kringle played most of his golf against the
leading pros in the country before the PGA came into
existence. His proudest moment was also in 1945,
when he qualified for the national PGA championship,
one of only two New Jerseyans to do so.

After Sunnyfield folded, Frank spent two years as a
playing pro in New Jersey’s Glen Ridge Country Club
before taking the position as pro for the Oxford
Country Club in Chicopee Falls, Massachusetts. Along
the way Frank won the Connecticut PGA crown.

He spent 11 years as pro at the country club, which
was, renamed Crestview. It was with great emotion that
Frank announced that his son Frank Kringle, Jr., better
known as Fran, would replace him as pro at Crestview.
With his father being the first, Fran would be the
second professional in the 21-year history of the club.
Fran, who was 29 at the time, was his dad’s assistant for
eight years. Fran is currently the pro at Blandford
Country Club in Blandford Mass.

Frank played in many small tournaments, mostly
pro-am, serious but very enjoyable. His
accomplishments are well remembered by anyone who
played with him. He hit a nine hole 30 once at Oxford.
One of his chief rivals, Henry Bontempo once shot a
64 at Springfield County Club only to lose to Frank’s
63.

Frank shot his age on several occasions. Most
noteworthy was at the age of 68, when he shot a 68 to
win the Western Mass. PGA Chapter championship at
Greenfield. Amazingly, he also shot a 73 at the age of
75.

Mainly, Frank’s legacy will be that of an instructor.
He invented gadgets for teaching golf. He also quite
progressively studied film and photos to devise his
theories on the gold swing. He was known up and
down the east coast and no one ever had a bad word to
say about him.

Frank was a humble guy. He would go out of his way
to help anyone he could, from free lessons to the shirt
off his back. He was a fine dresser and a consummate
club professional. He passed away in 1994 at the age of
91. It was the end of an era for many old pros.

(above, l-r) Fran Kringle replaced his father Frank as
club pro for the Crestview Country Club.

(left)
The Newark
Evening News
celebrated
Frank Kringle’s
achievements
with an
illustration
published on
July 25, 1945.

(right) Kringle
shows his form
that won him the
New Jersey Open.

(left) Fran Kringle, Jr.
followed in his father’s
golf cleats.

Specializing in Sales of Pre-Owned Luxury and Sport Cars
Including: • JAGUAR • MERCEDES • PORSCHE

• CADILLAC • LEXUS • AND MORE
We have a car for every budget and taste.

We also have a complete state of the art auto body repair facility. We offer free
local pick up and delivery service and we also have rental cars available on site.

20 Years of keeping Union County residents on the road for less

• Sales
• Detailing
• Free Estimates
• Auto Body Repair
• Free Pickup & Delivery

Our
20th Year

*AUTOMOTIVE DETAIL SPECIAL*
• Wash And Wax
• Shampoo All Carpets
• Shampoo Cloth Interiors
• Clean and Dress Leather Seats
• Detail All Tires And Wheels

100 E St Georges Ave
Linden, NJ 07036

(908) 925-0020
www.cjautocenter.com

Regularly $149.99

NOW $9999

• $12.00 to $14.00 per hour.
• Must be a resident of

Elizabeth & U.S. Citizen.
• Must have ability to

communicate in English.
• Medical Exam and

Drug Screening Required.

Contact Capt. M. Orak
908-558-2003
City of Elizabeth,
New Jersey
Police Department
One Police Plaza,
Elizabeth, N.J. 07201

POSITION AVAILABLE
SCHOOL

TRAFFIC GUARD
Seasonal (School Year)



FREE UP YOUR DAY!!!
Drive in for a fast, friendly oil change, drop off your

Laundry & Dry Cleaning and get a quality hand car wash
All in less than 30 minutes.

908-353-4178 908-353-0418
1068-80 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

Open 7 days

QUICK LUBE SPECIAL!
Buy 1 get 1 FREE!

7

Aug 08



ST. ANTHONY’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL CLASS OF ‘65 WANTS TO REUNITE
A baker’s dozen of grammar school classmates met at

Costa’s Restaurant in Roselle Park to discuss the task of
getting the entire class together for a reunion. Since the
committee is about one third of the class already,
reaching out to the rest should be a cinch.

(above, l-r) Identified by maiden names; Debbie Steele, Maria Disporto, Rosemary
Bruno, Rosemarie DeRose, Patty Altobelli, and Lorraine Renna.

(above, l-r) Vinny Malta, Frank Balboa, Vinny Tavormina, Frank Navarro, Joe
Gambino, John Lenahan, and Sam Naimo.

Specifics for the reunion have yet to be determined but
the search stage has begun.

Members of the class can make things easy by calling
Debbie Steele at 908-245-6801 or email her at
dharris@comcast.net and leaving contact information.

(above) St. A’s Class of ‘65 looking smart in their
caps and gowns.

(below) Reminiscent of the school dances the boys
and girls stayed on separate sides of the room.
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Low CostAUTO INSURANCE
Immediate Coverage & Savings

Village Insurance Agency Inc.
Serving the community since 1979

95 Westfield Ave., Clark, NJ 07066 - 732-396-4466
Also at 788 Bloomfield Ave., Verona, NJ 07044 - 973-239-2855

Se Habla Espanol
Falamos Portuguese

Parliamo Italiano

COMMERCIAL AUTO • CONTRACTOR’S LIABILITY
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION • BUILDERS’ RISK

Manufacturer’s • Pizzerias • Restaurants
Gas Stations • Auto Repair • Body Shops

Motorcycle • Boat • RV • Life

Get Auto Insurance Quote ON-LINE in 60 Seconds! www.Village-Insurance.com

Low Cost Business &
Homeowners Insurance

Call to Speak to one of our “Live” agents

Combine Auto &
Homeowners Insurance

for more savings!

CLEVELAND AUTO & TIRE
Tel: (908) 352-6355 Fax: (908) 351-2753

Third Avenue & Loomis Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07206

J. DeSalvo

bob & richies
SUNOCO

P R E M I U M A U T O S E R V I C E
675 Newark Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

Private Inspection Facility

Emission Repair Facility

908-289-9797
Master Technician Service Specialist

www.bluestreakmotors.com

SPECIALIZING IN LATE MODEL
LOW MILLAGE
CARS/VANS/SUV’S

150 West First Ave. • Roselle, NJ 07203

(908) 241-3939
Fax: (908) 245-6702



As a proud resident of Peterstown, it has been my pleasure to have
serviced the community’s car and truck buying needs. Together with
Richard Lucas of Richard Lucas Chevrolet & Subaru, we have been
satisfying area residents for many years. With the excellent reputation
of the Lucas family, we promise to keep you a very satisfied customer
for many years to come.

Thank you,
Angelo Strazzella

RICHARD LUCAS
CHEVROLET SUBARU
800-928-4711

1077 US - 1 • Avenel, NJ 07001
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VILLANI BUS COMPANY

Buses for all occasions
ECONOMICAL • COMFORTABLE • SAFE

908-862-3333
811 E. Linden Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036

1920-2007 “Serving the Public for 87 Years”

Dee Villani President

Elizabeth Yellow Cab
24 Hours

7 Days a Week
• Door to Door Service
• Local and Long distance
• Transportation to Airports
• Commercial Centers,

Night Clubs,
Casinos, Etc.

• Clean Late
Model Cars

• Door to Door Service
• Local and Long distance
• Transportation to Airports
• Commercial Centers,

Night Clubs,
Casinos, Etc.

• Clean Late
Model Cars

Tels: (908) 354-4444 • (908) 354-0350

FROM
THE 6 DEGREES OF SEPARATION FILE

by Joe Renna
I’ve received letters from around the country

containing stories of people form the Peterstown section
of Elizabeth, NJ meeting each other. It may be that they
are related to someone from Peterstown or know
someone who is.

In any case, an argument can be made that everyone
knows someone, who knows someone, who knows
someone, who knows someone, who knows someone,
who knows someone who is from the Burg. The six
degree of separation rule.

There is a different application of the rule when it
comes to people who had family that lived in
Peterstown, and that is that there may be a six degree of
separation that the two maybe related. This happened to
me one Friday morning at Sacco’s Meat Market. John
Sacco makes a special potato and egg sandwich on
Fridays thats made even more special with hot peppers
on it. Sorry, I digressed.

Anyway, while I’m enjoying my breakfast, a cousin of
mine, Rose Nigro, walks in. Actually she is my mother’s
first cousin through marriage. Her maiden name was

Gallo. Rose was shopping that early Friday morning
with Mary Parcelli. Mary lives in Scotch Plains and
Rose lives in neighboring Colonia. Rose and Mary have
been in close contact for many years. Rose introduced
Mary as her cousin and said she is my cousin too. I then
braced myself to absorb the explanation of how this is so
I can go back to my Aunt Nancy and tell her who I met.

It goes that Rose was married to Michael Nigro now
deceased. He was the son of Vito Nigro who was the
sister-in-law of Maria Libera Nigro, my maternal
grandmother. That makes Rose my first cousin once
removed. My grandmother’s father, Giuseppi Nufrio was
first cousins to Lorenzo Strazzello. His mother and
Giuseppi’s father were brother and sister.

Lorenzo was Mary’s father. Mary’s mother was
Josephine Gallo, commonly known as “Pepina”. Pepina
and Nunzio were brother and sister, which made Rose
and Mary first cousins on the Gallo side of their
families. Technically Mary is my second cousin twice
removed, on the Nigro side of my family. It was nice to
finally meet her.

Great Great
Grandfather

ME

Great
Grandfather

Grand Uncle

First Cousin
Thrice Removed

Second Cousin
Twice Removed

Grandmother

First Cousin
Once removed

Mother

Great Great
Grand Aunt

(MARY)

(left) Chart that
shows the
relationship
between me,
Mary and Rose.

(below) Mary
Pacelli at 86 years
of age, Joe Renna
and Rose Nigro.

(ROSE)

COUSINS LINEAGE



FOND MEMORIES OF FRANK MERLO10
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406 Chestnut Street • Union, NJ

Miss Donna’s
Academy of Dance
Now accepting registration

Ages 3 and up

(908) 355-5535
158 Washington Avenue

Elizabeth, NJ 07202

• Tap
• Hip Hop/Jazz
• Ballet
• Pointe
• Flamenco

Complete line of dance supplies

Karate & Kickboxing
• Self Defense • Kickboxing
• Physical Fitness • Karate
• Self Respect • Discipline

Children - Teenagers
Men - Women

Special Morning & Private Classes are Available

(908) 354-1014
607 WESTFIELD AVENUE • ELIZABETH, NJ
To be a champion you must train with champions

Instructors
Shihan Jonas Nunez, Jr.,
8th Degree Black Belt,
PKF Wold Karate & Kickboxing champion

Sensei Roberto Rodriguez, Jr.,
Black Belt Instructor,
Top Rated Forms & Fighting Competitor,
Professional Kickboxing Trainer

732-636-6677
1256 St. Georges Avenue, Avenel, NJ 07001

The cover story about Frank Merlo in the June 08
issue of Around About Peterstown inspired many family
members to share memories of Frank. Life for the Merlos
at 316 and 318 John Street was always lively. Michael
Merlo, the patriarch of the family operated a fish store
from the first floor of the building and the family lived
in the rest of the house.

According to Frank’s niece, Josephine (Merlo)

DePetris, the level of activity around the house was high
and only heightened when Frank came home to visit
with theater folk from New York City.

It was a treat for the family but even a bigger treat for
the guests. There was nothing better than Frank’s
mother Sophia’s cooking. Even more, Tennessee
Williams would also bring along his shirts that had to be
washed and ironed, claiming that only Sophia did a
better job than any laundry in the city.

It was obvious that Frank’s family gets so much
pleasure reminiscing, but they also are proud of what
Frank has accomplished. His nephew, Joe DeLeo,
explained how Frank left Jefferson High School early at
the age of 16 and forged his mother’s name in order to
fight in World War II. Frank received a Purple Heart
when he got wounded in hand-to-hand combat at
Guadalcanal. He was also awarded the Air Medal.

Jacqueline (Merlo) Demaio described Frank’s funeral
as a spectacular event. Josephine said, “It was an event
made for the movies.” There were stars from both stage
and screen. Her most vivid memory was that of Marlon
Brando arriving on a motorcycle dressed in all black.
The eulogy delivered by Tennessee was extremely
heartfelt.

(left, t-b, l-r) Row 1: Tony Merlo, Frank Merlo, Row
2: Jim Casano, Tony DiLeo, Joe DiLeo, Catherine
Furst, Anne DiLeo, Sophie Barone, Loretta Frank.
Row 3: Vince Barone, Jacqualine Merlo, Helen Merlo,
Sophie Merlo, Congetta Barone, Rosalie Merlo. Row
4: Bessie Furst, Kathy Furst, Joe Furst. Everyone in
the cover photo of June 08 wee identified by Joe Dileo.

(above l-r) What looks like three backup singers behind Mike Barone,
Miss Gulch talks to Anne Delio, Joe DiLeo and Manny Corlino.

(above l-r) Parents of Josephine
DePetris, Sophie and husband Tony
Merlo, Frank’s brother, and his
sister Anna DiLeo.

(right) Frank’s Mother Rosalie.

(far right) Marine Corps First
Division Pharmacist’s Mate First

Class Frank Merlo.



Free Consultation

English, French, Portuguese & Spanish Speaking
Office Hours By Appointment Only

(weekends and evenings)

(908) 354-4428
520 Westfield Ave., Suite 206 • Elizabeth, NJ 07208

www.matosorthodontics.com

NJ Specialty Permit Nos. 5151 / 5692

Specialists in

Adult and Child

Orthodontics

• EXAM • F.M.S.
• X-RAYS
• CLEANING
• CONSULTATION

New Patients only

419 Rahway Avenue
Elizabeth

(2 blocks from Elmora Ave.
Intersection, next to Wendy’s)Mon. .......9-5

Tues. ......10-7
Wed..........9-3

Thurs......10-7
Fri. .........10-7
Sat. ...........9-3

www.Bestdentalgroup.com

FAMILY DENTISTRY
Emergencies Seen Same day
• Extractions Root Canal Therapy

(nerve treatment)
• Crowns & Bridges
• Full & Partial Denture
• Implant Dentistry & Restoration
• Most dentures Repaired

the same day
• Cosmetic Bonding, Bleaching

Laminates

State-of-the-Art Equipment

Steam Sterilization

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Senior Citizen Courtesy

Tagalog

Se Habla Espanol

George Umansky, DDS Jessie H. Sioco, DDS

“Gentle Care”

908-355-8454

$150
Special not valid with insurance.

Regular Price: $300.
Must present this coupon.
Expiration 10/15/08.

a q y

Best Dental GroupBest Dental GroupBest Dental Group

Jorge A. Matos, D.D.S.
Frederic Lavoie, D.M.D.

FRANK A. PATERNOSTRO. D.M.D.

230 West Jersey Street
Office Hours Suite 310, Elizabeth, NJ
By Appointment 908-353-2316

Nicolas W. Cicchetti, D.M.D.
Haleh Kossari, D.M.D.

Family Dentistry
Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

18 East Westfield Ave.
Roselle Park, NJ 07204

(908) 245-9463
Fax: (908) 245-0969

cicchettidmd.dentistryonline.com
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Mayor J. Christian Bollwage
City of Elizabeth

Free! Anti-Rabies
Vaccination Program

City of Elizabeth Residents ONLY
Any dog or cat not previously vaccinated.
Any dog or cat with a 1 year certificate.

Any dog or cat vaccinated in 2005.
Locations:

Winfield Scott Park
corner of East Jersey St. and Winfield Scott Plaza

Thursday, September 18, 2008 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, September 20, 2008 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m.

Thursday, October 16, 2008 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Kellogg Park
corner of Madison and North Avenues

Saturday, October 18, 2006 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m.

It is recommended that all pets be on a leash!
For everyone’s safety please immunize your pets.

Bella Medi-Spa
PROFESSIONAL SKIN CARE

Dr.Vaiana’s Medical Office
(908) 352-7546

First consultation is FREE
216 Palmer St. Elizabeth, NJ

Laser Treatments:
• Hair Removal
• Brown Spots
• Large Pores
• Acne
• Spider Veins
• Varicose Veins
• Wrinkles
• Sun Damage
Many other services
and products.

10% OFF WITH THIS AD
REFER A FRIEND AND GET
10% OFF YOUR NEXT VISIT

DR. NICHOLAS F. PALMIERI
Chiropractic Physician

DR. JOSEPH M. SCHULMAN
Family Physician

Complete Family Medical Care
Chiropractic Care

Sports Medicine Services

(908) 925-0030
1711 North Wood Avenue, Linden, NJ 07036

HE WAS A MAN OF HONOR
Eulogy for Frank Merlo written and delivered by Tennessee Williams, September 24, 1963, St. Ignatius of Loyola Church, New York City

He had a clearly
defined code of behavior
which nothing in life or
death could make him
alter. His character was as
strongly and distinctively
cut as the Sicilian features
of his face. A friend of
Frank Merlo’s would have
to learn his nature as one
learns certain inalterable,

empirical truths such as ‘I have to turn this way and
then that way and then back this way again to get home
from such and such a locality’. The way would not
change. It could not be changed. And when you had
learned it, you knew that it was right. In some persons
such an inalterable character might be irritating. In the
case of Frank it was, on the contrary, a source of
unfailing reassurance as a beacon of light in a harbor.

He had no on-stage part in the theatre, he didn’t act
for it or write for it. But for more than fifteen years he
was a vital part of it. He loved people in the theatre and
he knew their names, first and last names, and a star
meant no more to him than a player who had just a

walk-on. He knew the first and last names of the men on
the light-board, the stage-manager, the prop-men, and
the stage door-man.

He had a unique capacity for knowing and liking
people, and all he demanded of them for his
understanding and liking was a decent honesty in them,
and he had a unique gift for drawing out of them the
best that they had to give.

Being above all honest, he had a phenomenal instinct
for that quality in others. And he had a personal warmth
and sweetness that could evoke those sometimes timid
qualities in all whom he knew and accepted.

There was something about Frank Merlo that would
not accept the un-true, that immediately and
instinctively rejected whatever was contrary to his
practically infallible sense of truth in people. He was a
man to whom you would go for the interpretation of
whatever was obscure to you in the quality of anyone
you knew, because he knew them better than you did.

He was a giving person, always giving of himself and
whatever he owned. The generosity of his heart, and its
gift for understanding, made him superior to us in a way
he probably never knew.

He had the kind of pride which is nobility and it was

never broken once by the illness that had ended his
living, visible presence. Those of us who knew him
during his nine months’ approach to life’s end, all
wonder how it was possible for any man living, who
loved and understood living as amazingly well as Frank
did could retain, as he went to his death, such a never-
breaking vitality.

The afternoon of the day when he died, visitors to his
hospital room found him sitting up in a chair. He would
return to his bed for a few moments, and then go back
to the chair, but he said nothing of pain or fear, he only
said, “I feel restless.”

One time on a two-motor plane flying over high
mountains, one of the plane’s engines suddenly failed.
His companion, as the plane lost altitude steadily over
the mountain range on its way back to its point of
departure, found it necessary to wash down two pills
with the contents of a pocket flask of whiskey in order
to endure the apparently imminent prospect of crashing
in flames. But Frank sat quietly reading his book, after
saying casually, “Oh, I’ve flown back over the South
Pacific, after a bombing mission, on a four-motor
bomber with only one of two motors working a lot of
times, and made it home safe. Drink? No, I don’t want a
drink. There’s nothing to worry about.”

And it was the proudly unafraid face of his
companion that kept Frank’s friend from giving in to his
panic, not the medications and the liquor, but that
seemingly casual reassurance and that seemingly calm
concentration on the book that he held before his
beautifully, strongly cut face.

As an epigraph to the poem of Frank’s life and death,
his plane companion, over mountains and oceans, can
think of none more suitable then Stephen Spenders’
line: “I think continually of the truly great.”
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(left) Marie DeMaio leads a column of
neighbors through the Streets of Peterstown
during the St. Rocco procession.

(above) Jenny (Charimella) Saunders,
AnnMarie Carberry, Rose DeMaio.

Am

ST. ROCCO PROCESSION THROUGH THE
Different scenes from different years that the procession

(below, l-r) Rows of neighbors stretching three blocks long followed the statue in procession: Josie Bisco, Nancy Caprino,
Mary Magaletta, Rose Decarlo, Rose Colicchio, Lily Evangelista, Angela Campanelli and Minnie Riccio. - 1975

(above) Angelic girls in their communion
dresses marched from At. Anthony’s Church.

(left) A salute to the flag signaled the patriotic start of the parade. - 1979

(right) Priests from St. Anthony’s, in
this instance Father Joe Maffei in 1980,

blessed spectators along the way.
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(right) A poster from the last year of the Feast, 1986, hangs in John Sacco’s
Peterstown Butcher Shop on Third Avenue. It is signed by friends as a
farewell to his booth and the many years of fun the Feast supplied.

(right) The Nigro family, served pizza fritos from
their booth at the feast. They are a traditional snack
from their home town of Vallata Italy, kind of like a
flattened zeppola but with out all the grease. - 1975

(below) To John Sacco every one at the Feast was a
friend or neighbor and he would only serve the best

quality of meat from his stand. - 1975

(below, right, l-r) The seafood concession was run by
Vinny, John and Manny Riggi with help from cousins

Pat Colicchio and Joe Nigro. - 1975

(left) Float from 1975.

(above) Banner of organizers,
merican Italian Cultural Society

of Union County in 1975.

(above) Along with choosing a beauty pageant queen, each year the American Italian
Cultural Society of Union County would chose a senior Queen. In 1981 the honors went
to Lily Evangelista who rode shotgun with Dominic Caggiano.

(above) Al Triola(# 6) and his brother Tom (#24) walk with the queen in 1975.

E STREETS OF PETERSTOWN
n originated in 1930 to 1986.

All photos were taken by Joe Renna from the corner of Fourth Avenue and Niles Street, as
the procession passed Vincent Gogliardo’s home, the place that the St. Rocco’s feast originated.

(right ) Published photo by Harvey
Bilker from the Star-Ledger of 1984

Beauty Pagent Queen Maria Messina.

(left) Before the Pageant Queens
rode in shiny convertibles they
rode on the float as in 1979.

(below) Steve Caruso is the diver
in this 1980 photo. In the

background is the consummate
banner bearer Johnny “Sho-Sho”.

3

FUN, GAMES AND FOOD BACK AT THE PLAYGROUND
The St. Rocco procession ended in the school 3

Playground where the statue would be enshrined for ten
days while a feast played out, nightly.
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Spirito’s
908-351-5414

714 Third Avenue, Elizabeth NJ

Closed Mondays

4th Generation • Since 1932

Serving Italian meals for over sixty years.

Copies of
AROUND ABOUT

PETERSTOWN
Always Available

MARIE DEMAIO WATCHES OVER GOGLIARDO HOMESTEAD
Vincent Gogliardo met his wife Margaret in the Little

Italy section of New York City. They moved to 532
Fourth Avenue in the Peterstown section of Elizabeth, NJ
in 1924 and raised five children, John, Marie, Joseph,
Patrick and Rocco. Marie married Sal DeMaio and

continued to live in the Fourth Avenue home, raising
eight children of their own, Margaret, Marie, Rosario
(Ross), Vincent (Jimmy), Carmella, Rose, Sal Jr. and
Anthony.

Sal worked for the Union County Parks Department.
Though Sal passed away in 1941 at the young age of 38,
he left a wonderful legacy. The DeMaio family was an
intricate part of life in Peterstown. Marie and Sal had
twenty-three grandchildren and over 30 great-
grandchildren, and counting. Marie did an outstanding
job raising the family through the hardship of losing her
husband. She was actually pregnant with Anthony when
Sal died.

Marie and her siblings were involved in keeping their
fathers devotion to St. Rocco by helping him organize
an annual street procession and festival.

Marie died in 1992 but the homestead is still in the
family. Her son, Anthony, who is a construction
contractor, had beautifully renovated the home in a few
years prior to her death. He added space for his sister
Margaret who moved in and cared for their mom.
Anthony kept intact the St Rocco Shrine that his
grandfather built in 1945 which is visible through a
window from the sidewalk.

(above) Marie DeMaio is flanked by her sons Sal Jr., Jimmy,
Anthony and Ross, more popularly known as Duke, at Anthony’s
wedding in 1963.

(above) The DeMaio siblings in 1995, Jimmy, Rose, Margaret, Carmella, Duke and Anthony.
Sal, Jr. and Mary were deceased at the time the photo was taken.

(below, l-r) The DiMaio family
in 1929, Margaret, Mary, Jimmy,
Sal, Marie and Ross.

(left, r-l) Vincenzo
and Margaret
Gogliardo

(below, l-r) Marie
and Sal DeMaio.

(above, l-r) Blanch Gogliardo, John’s
daughter holds her niece Rose DeMaio,
next to the statue of St. Rocco.

(above) Revamped St. Rocco Shrine
at 532 Fourth Avenue.

(below, l-r) Rahway, NJ resident
Margaret Dominick gets her hair
done regularly by her nephew
Arthur, Ross’s son, at his Rahway
hair salon
Head Trip.



2000 E. Linden Ave., Linden, NJ
(Off the corner of Park Ave. & Linden Ave.)
1 Block from the 1&9 - turn at White Castle

Phone: 908-486-7714 Fax: 908-486-7716
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER
EAT IN • TAKE OUT • DELIVERY

ITALIAN SPECIALTIES
DAILY HOT SPECIALS

SIGNATURE HOT & COLD SUBS
PANNINI’S & FRESH MADE SALADS

HOME MADE PASTRIES AND DESERTS
COFFEE • ESPRESSO • CAPPUCCINO

CATERING AVAILABLE
Proprietors:

Anthony Perretti • Joseph Busichio • Frank Zyla

Rahway’s Best New Latino Dining Star with
���� Cuban & Latin-Inspired Specialties.-
By Gail Gerson-Witte NewYork Daily News

The new Cubanu translates into style, casual elegance
and delicious Cuban Fusion cuisine that translates into a
fresh and up-to-the-minute very trendy dining experience.
The menu features selections from each partner’s home
town.Critics experienced a ���� culinary adventure, with
spectacular tastes, prepared by the artistic Executive Chef
Rudy Lopez, well know in Jersey. The light and airy main
dining room, comfortable lounge, with a full service,
beautifully designed, eat in bar with live music every
weekend, indicate someone is paying attention. Cubanu
transports you to Cuba.

THE NEW

CUBANU
RESTAURANT / LOUNGE

1467 Main St., Rahway, NJ 07065
(732) 499-7100

Fax (732) 499-7134
www.cubanu.com

Cuisine: Latin Fusion - Kids Menu

Mon-Wed 11am-12am, Thurs-Fri 11am-2am,
Sat 4:30pm-3am, Sun 4:30pm-12am

Old Havana meets
the 21st Century

A great place to be with
freinds, old and new.
Live Latin Jazz Band
8pm-12am Weekly

Fri-Sat: Live DJ
12am-Closing

THURSDAYS
Salsa Classes at 8:00pm

Followed by DJ / Dancing

FRIDAYS
Fresh Clam Bar

7:00pm - 10:00pm
Followed by DJ / Dancing

SATURDAYS
Live Latin Jazz

from 8:00pm to 3:00am

Aug 08

15� � WORLD PRMIER � �
Code Placer, Created by Michael Anello,
email: anellodesign@gmail.com

HOW TO PLAY CODE PLACER:
1. Each row horizontal and vertical must contain one set of all letter. 2. Each 3x3
space square must also contain one set of all letters and spaces. 3. Lettters in shaded
aquares must be arranged to spell out phrase. Hint: One row is completed. Solution
will be in the October 08 issue of Around About Peterstown.

“_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _”
SOLUTION TO JUNE 08 PUZZLE
Mike Anello’s creation Code Placer

was debuted in the June Issue of
Around About Peterstown.

The unscrambbled letters appearing
in the shaded squares spell out:

“Sons of Peterstown”



Minestra di Cucuzza
INGREDIENTS:
Cucuzza (diced)
Potatoes (diced)
Tomato Paste
Eggs
Salt and Pepper for taste

PREPARATION:
1) Put cucuzza and potatoes in a pot with a little water to

cover them and heat until potatoes are cooked.
2) Add tomato paste and cook until stew thickens.
3) Add eggs and heat for another 15 minutes

untill eggs are cooked.
4) Stir in salt and pepper for taste.

Eggplant & Garlic
INGREDIENTS:
Eggplant (cut in 1/4” thick slices)
Garlic (minced) Parsley (chopped)
Olive Oil Salt and Pepper for taste

PREPARATION:
1) Cook garlic in sauspan with olive oil and stir in

parsley.
2) Grill eggplant slices.
3) Place eggplant in dish and spread garlic on top.
4) Add salt and pepper to taste.

Tomato with Mozzarela
INGREDIENTS:
Tomatos (sliced) Fresh Mozzarella Cheese (sliced)
Basil (chopped) Olive Oil
Salt and Pepper for taste

PREPARATION:
1) Lay tomato slices in serving dish topped with

mozzarella slices.
2) Stir basil, olive oil, salt and pepper together

and sprinkle over tomatos.

Recipes
Submitted by Jim Fodera, Treasurer of The Ribera Italian American Club of Elizabeth, NJ.

Italian Delicacies
CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Hot & Cold Subs
Mozzarella Made Fresh Daily
Famous Focaccia Bread Sandwiches

DiCosmos’ ITALIAN DELI
& CATERING

CLARKTON SHOPPING CENTER (732) 669-0388
1073 RARITAN ROAD, CLARK, N.J. Fax: (732) 669-0391

“Over 75 years of service”

OPEN DAILY:
Mon-Fri: 9:00 AM - 8:00 PM

Sat: 9:00 AM-.6:00 PM
Sun: 9:00 AM-.3:00 PM

Garry DiCosmo
Proprietor
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- Eat in / Take out -
- Hot & Cold Catering -

- Salad Bar -
- Daily Hot Specials -
- Sandwich Platters -

41 ALDEN STREET • CRANFORD, NJ 07016

(908)272-3290
Fax (908) 272 5313

Open Daily From
Mon Thru Fri: 7 am to 6 pm

Sat: 7:30 am to 4:30 pm
Sun: 8 am to 1:30 pm

1700 West Elizabeth Ave. • Linden • (908) 862-0020

Newly
Renovated

CERVANTES
OF SPAIN

The Finest Spanish Cuisine In New Jersey

Restaurant and Tapas Bar

24 North Avenue E. • Cranford, NJ • (908) 276-3664
directly across from the Cranford Train Station

Visit us on the web www.cervantesofspain.com
Reservations necessary for parties of 8 guests or more.

518 New York Avenue
Elizabeth, NJ

(908) 820-0311 / 0325

Due to a recent kitchen fire,

Tapas of Spain
is temporarily

located at:

Spanish & Portuguese
Cuisine
Formerly Rio Café

Charcoal
Grill

Open 7 days
for lunch and dinner

732-574-9392 • 732-574-9331
289 Monroe Street, Rahway, NJ

Catering for all occasions
Book your holiday parties NOW!

908.965.1002

KARAOKE EVERY FRI

824 Pearl Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07208
Fax: 908-965-1003

(above) Carmeklo Marabella shows off his towering
cucuzza he grew in his Colonia, NJ Garden.

Nugent’s Tavern
Neighborhood Bar & Grill

Elizabeth’s only Irish Tavern left!

Best Selection of Irish Whiskey

A great place to watch a game!

10oz Handmade Burgers!

Private Parties Available!

Sun: 12:30 pm – 2 am
Mon-Wed: 11 am – 2 am
Thu-Sat: 11 am – 3 am

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-7 pm
908-282-1914

844 Newark Ave., Elizabeth NJ

Front St. Smokehouse
& Saloon, Inc.

1 South Front St.
Elizabeth, NJ 07202

908.354.1818

Lunch served Daily
from 11:30am

Kitchen open til 10pm
Closed Sunday

www.frontstreetsmokehouse.com

Jim Fodera answered the question that is inevitably asked when a photo of a cucuzza appears, “What do you do
with that?” Jim gives a sicilian version of a stew that uses the elongated Italian squash. Folks from other towns put
their own bent on the recipes, but they pretty much end up the same consistency. Jim offered two other recipes that
can be made simply from what is grown in a home garden. These dishes make great appetizers.

NOTE: Quantities and proportions may be whatever
the cook wishes depending on personal preference and
how many people are being fed. Just add a good loaf of
bread and they can become a meal.

Serve all three

dishes with a good

loaf of bread.

BELLA GINA’S
ITALIAN DELI

Where you are treated like family
Formerly Dicosmo’s, Under new ownership since 2003:

Gina Miranda, Jim Miranda and Anthony Garofalo

Catering • Café
908-925-6868 • Fax 908-925-5736

BLOCKBUSTER PLAZA
1025 W. St. Georges Ave. • Linden, NJ

q a u t

“A casual place with exquisite food.”
The house of the Parrillada del Patrõn and the Meat Entraña.
Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner.
Weekdays: 11 am to 2 am, Weekends: 11 am to 3 am

(908) 353-7113
1109 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

City Tavern and Restaurant

PRIVATE PARTIES
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“A real brick oven produces a fabulous crust”
Since 1918

check us out at merchantcircle.com, keyword: Santillo’s

908-354-1887
WE DELIVER

639 So. Broad St. • Elizabeth, NJ
Al & Lorraine Santillo, Proprietors
“Best in New Jersey” - Star Ledger

TOMMY’S PIZZA
& RESTAURANT

Joe & Tony
Paternostro

WE DELIVER
1063 Fairmount Ave.
Elizabeth, NJ 07201

908-289-2277 Fax: 908-289-4883

JOANNE’S LUNCHEONETTE
Hot & Cold Catering

Daily home made soups
Specials & Deserts

“Phyllis’ Specialty Cakes”

908-355-3513
461 Third Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ

CROSS STREET GANG
Cross Street in Elizabeth, NJ is the next street over

from Elizabeth Avenue, just north of the border of the
Peterstown section of town, behind the Royal Theater.
The one block long street tapped into the area called
Union Square. A Firehouse anchored one corner and
Harmonia Bank stood at the point. The social club, The
Union Pleasure Circle, sat in the middle of the block.
The tight knit group of neighbors still attempt to keep in
touch.

Al Vardalis moved to Cross Street in 1936 at the age
of nine. He wrote about Cross Street in “My Life, My
Story”, a memoir that he penned in 2001 and dedicated
to his children. The story included a detailed account of
growing up in Elizabeth along with his time growing up
in Kenilworth, through his military service and career in
law enforcement in Westfield.

There are many references that Al makes that cross
over to Peterstown, people he mentions, the stores, and
schools. The open-air produce market in Peterstown
rubbed up to Union Square. Al’s mother’s sister, Anna
Jannucci and husband Louie, owned Jannucci’s Meat
Market next door to the Royal Theater on the 800 block
of Elizabeth Avenue. Colton’s Drug Store and Dietrich’s
bakery were nearby. Al attended St. Anthony’s Church
and served as an alter boy.

Tony Conte was one of Al’s teachers and his brother
Lenny was one of his best friends and still maintains

contact with him in Punta Gorda, Florida.
Al Vardalis was born in Kenilworth, his father was

born in Athens, Greece and his mother was born near
Naples, Italy. His parents met during World War II
when his mother was employed by a Kenilworth factory
that manufactured ammunition and his father was in
the U.S. Army assigned to plant security. After the war
Al’s father became a Kenilworth Police officer. He
became ill and died at the early age of 39.

Al’s story goes into deep detail about his life in
Kenilworth. He shares great stories of friendships,
especially one with Johnny Benitati. The reader can
sense that Al left something special in Kenilworth but
he went on to find something just as special on Cross
Street in Elizabeth.

Over the years Al and his friends who grew up
around Cross Street organized a get-togethers, the first
meeting was in 1976 at the Ramada Inn in Clark, NJ.
There hasn’t been a meeting lately but the spirit of the
gang still exists.

Attendees of the first meeting of the Cross Street gang
in 1976: Jim and Paul Mariano, Anne Sarullo, Mary
(Cordi) Buontempo, Frances (Paene) Marino, Joseph
Petrillo, Angelo Cordi, Jay DeCarlo, Steve, Paul and
Dom Arcure, Al Beck, Steve Siracusa, Al Vardalis.

MAGIC FOUNTAIN ICE CREAM & GRILL
Open year round serving breakfast, lunch and dinner

FREE DELIVERY
DAILY SPECIALS

Call Ahead for Speedy Pick-Up

CATERING AVAILABLE
300 Williamson Street,

Elizabeth NJ
(908) 351-3133

WE ARE PROUD TO
INTRODUCE OUR

SECOND LOCATION
1166 Dickinson Street,

(Off Broad Street)
Elizabeth NJ

(908) 282-6000
SERVING PIZZA, BURITOS, ICE CREAM & MORE

Dicosmo’s Ices
Homemade
ITALIAN ICE

Since 1915

714 Fourth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

John and Nancy DiCosmo

Pinho’s
Bakery

1027 Chestnut Street • Roselle, NJ

908-245-4388
Tuesday - Saturday 5am - 7pm

Sunday 5am - 6pm

732-381-6776 ext 17
870 St. Georges Ave • Rahway, NJ 07065
(Located inside Witty’s Wine & Liquors)

Joey’sItalian Deli
& Catering

A Family Owned and Operated Business
Proprietors: Joseph LaPlaca & Lindsey Graca

Business Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9 am – 7 pm
Friday & Saturday 9 am – 8 pm
Sunday 10 am – 6 pm

We are proud to offer
only the finest Boar’s Head

Premium products!

(right) Al in the U.S. Navy
during WWII in 1945 at 17 years old.

(left) In 1980 Al and his wife Fran met President
George Bush, Sr. and First Lady Barbara. Al met many
dignitaries working as a confidential assistant to New
Jersey assemblyman Chuck Hardwick.

(above) Al was Captain of
WPD in 1980.

(left) Vardalis joined the
Westfield Police Department

in 1949 and served 53
years until 1984.
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Need
A Good
Plumber?

ALLIANCE PLUMBING
M.P. J.P. Higgins • Lic. No. 10168

732-602-9703
Serving Central New Jersey

• Sinks • New Bathrooms
• Toilets • Water Heaters
• Drains • Leaky Faucets
• Showers • Radiators
• Boilers • Dishwashers
• Garbage Disposals • Tubs

All Plumbing & Heating Repairs & Installations

GOT INSURANCE PROBLEMS?
Let us help you solve them.

GOT INSURANCE PROBLEMS?
Let us help you solve them.

TANGO INSURANCE AGENCY
ALL TYPES OF INSURANCE
SPECIALIZING IN PACKAGE POLICIES

Michael A. Tango, President
M.A. Tango Co. Inc.

908-862-7499
Fax 908-862-5081

Est. 1961

• Truck
• Auto
• Home
• Bonds
• Commercial
• Industrial

530 South Wood Avenue • Linden, NJ 07036

Pavel Construction, Inc.
General Contracting,

Expert Masonry & Home Improvement
Ray Vella 908-659-9556
Elizabeth, New Jersey Fax: 908-659-0195

E-mail: pavel_construction@hotmail.com

(908) 354-2288 fax: (908) 354-4901
461 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ 07206

www.apsplumbing.com

AMERICAN
Plumbing & Heating

Supply Company

EXCEPT FROM “MY LIFE, MY STORY”
By Al Vardalis

HOLLYWOOD
CARPET AND FLOORING

• Carpet • Hardwood • Vinyl • Ceramic • Resilient •
Over 13 years
of experience

We speak English, Italian and Spanish.

Warehouse Prices • All Major Brands
Residential • Commercial

908-353-3500 Fully insured
631 Fourth Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07202 Fax: 908-353-3505

FREE Estimates
Free Delivery In Elizabeth Area
10% Discount with this ad.

Fax: (908) 687-8640 www.njpcpros.com
2816 Morris Ave. • PO Box 3841 • Union, NJ 07083

(908) 687-9079

I was born on March 1, 1927 in the small town of
Kenilworth, New Jersey. My mother, Alice, was born
near Naples, Italy and my father, Alfred was born in
Athens, Greece. They met each other during World War
I when my mother was employed at a Kenilworth factory
that manufactured ammunition, and my father was in
the U. S. Army assigned to that plant for security. I had
a brother, Ernest, who was five years older than me.

After World War I ended, and in 1921, my father and
mother married. They settled in Kenilworth and my
father became a police officer in that borough. He
subsequently became chief of police and had an
interesting career in law enforcement. Unfortunately, he
became ill and died in 1933 at the age of 39.

My mother was a widow left with two young boys. I
was five years old and my brother Ernie was ten when
my father died. My mother was unable to work because
we were too young, and it was very difficult for her to
make ends meet on a police pension of $83.00 a month.
In 1937, as we were in the midst of the Great
Depression, my mother found it impossible to make
payments on our home, and the mortgage company
found it necessary to foreclose, forcing us to move out of
the house. My mother's sister, my Aunt Anna Jannucci,
owned several homes on Cross Street in Elizabeth, New
Jersey and offered to rent one to us very reasonably.

While Ernie and I found it very upsetting to move to
the "city" we knew it had to be done. We adjusted to
city life quickly.

Growing up in Elizabeth was quite an experience for
a young boy like myself who was raised in a small town. I
was then about twelve or thirteen years old. Much of our
spare time was spent going to Elizabeth Avenue with
friends, and trying to identify the year and make of the
cars riding by. That's how we occupied most of our time
after school. We got pretty good at it, and to this day I

remember the make and year of many of the cars when I
see those antiques today! Especially the 1929 and 1930
Model A Ford which had an engine noise that could be
distinguished from any other car on the road!

Our three-room apartment was on the first floor of a
two-family house. It was a cold-water flat and had a
stove in the kitchen used for both cooking and heating.
Any hot water used for cooking or bathing had to be
heated on the coal stove. It certainly was cold there in
the wintertime! We used to love putting orange or
tangerine peels on the hot stove as they gave off a nice
smell when they burned. In a year or so, we moved up
the street to another house that was a little better. It,
too, was a two-family house and we lived on the first
floor. The Arcure's lived on the second floor.

Paul Arcure and I became very good friends. Angelo
Cordi lived next door and we also became good friends.
Nunzio Mariano lived around the corner on Elizabeth
Avenue and Al Beck lived a block away on Martin
Street. The Travis family lived next door.

There seemed to be more opportunity to do foolish
things in the city, like hitching on the back of trucks as
they stopped at a traffic light on Route 1 running
through Elizabeth. We would ride on the back of the
truck until the driver became aware that we were there
then we jumped off and hitched another ride on a truck
returning to Elizabeth. We also hitched rides on freight
trains as they stopped in the freight yard along East
Grand Street and sometimes rode them to Philadelphia
or towns south. Then we would hitch another train to
return to Elizabeth. If my mother ever found out about
those rides I would have been in real trouble with her!

My brother Ernie owned a motorcycle when we lived
on Cross Street, and when he went into the Army Air
Corps during World War II, he left the motorcycle to my
cousin Charlie Vitale. Charlie taught me how to ride it,

even though I was too young to get a driver's license.
This experience would serve me well in later life.

I also belonged to St. Anthony's Church in
Peterstown section of Elizabeth and became an altar boy.
I would get up around 6 a.m. on certain mornings, walk
about six blocks to the church and serve mass with the
priest. At the end of the mass, I would then walk to
elementary school on Jacques Street. I also received my
Confirmation at St. Anthony's Church when I was
fourteen years old. My cousin Charlie Vitale sponsored
me as my Godfather. I can remember the pocket watch
he gave me at Confirmation time. It was my first watch
and I treasured it.

In 1942, when I was 14 years old, Al Beck, Joe Triano
and myself took our .22 rifles to the Meadows, near
Division Street where Wakefern Shoprite is presently
located, and adjacent to Newark Airport. It was all open
country then, and game animals such as rabbits were
abundant. While tracking a rabbit, Al Beck shot at it
and missed, somehow hitting me instead. The bullet
entered my left side and lodged near my hip bone. Joe
Triano took the guns home and Al took me to Alexian
Brothers Hospital on East Jersey Street. The attending
physician in the emergency room pushed a wire into the
bullet hole to determine how deep it penetrated. When I
asked him if he could remove the bullet right then and
there so that my mother would not find out about it, he
told me that it was a job for surgery. I then passed out
and woke up in a hospital bed. I guess the shock finally
set in. Of course the doctor called the police who came
to the hospital to interview me. I told the detective that
I did not know who shot me. Whether he believed me or
not, nothing further was done about it. Al went to my
house and told my mother that I had been shot, and that
I was in the Alexian Brothers Hospital. When she and
my brother Ernie came into the hospital ward, I could
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We Accept: CASH

w y [ t
and Personal Checks

C E L E B R AT I N G O U R 5 9 T H Y E A R

JACOBSON’S
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY

An Elizabeth
Tradition

since 1949

725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth - 354-8533
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10 am 'Til 8 pm; Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10 am 'Til 6pm;

Open Saturday 10 am 'Til 5 pm; closed Sunday's

SAVE MORE
WITH ONLY

31/2%
SALES TAX

BIG SAVINGS
IN OUR

BEDDING
DEPARTMENT

APPLIANCES • BEDDING • ELECTRONICS • AUDIO & VISUAL
Not responsible for typographical errors. Bring us your best deal from any authorized dealer and we will gladly beat their offer on any item we carry.

SUMMER SPECIALS

We carry a full selection of air conditions from Frigidaire, GE & Friedrich.
Sizes from 5000 BTU up to 36000 BTU.

We also carry gas grills from famous makers such as Weber, Ducane, DCS and Lynx
We also carry bedding, refrigerators, washers, dryers, ranges, big screen TV’s and dishwashers.
Professional installation available on air conditions. Free assembly on gas grills.

10% OFF
GOOD FOR ALL SALE AND

REGULAR PRICED MERCHANDISE
ONE PER CUSTOMER. CAN NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. MAXIMUM SAVINGS IS $100.

MUST PRESENT THIS COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE. OFFER EXPIRES 10/15/08

Free
Delivery

Free
Delivery

see that she had been crying and was very upset. When
she saw that I was all right, and that I was sitting up
eating ice cream, she looked so relieved! I got a real
scolding from her but I could tell she was happy that I
was alive! It wasn't until about 35 years later that she
found out that Al Beck was the one that shot me.

The section of the city where I lived was in the area
covered by Cleveland Junior High School, but as that
school was overly crowded at the time, I was sent to
Lafayette Junior High School. It was much further away
from my house and quite a long walk. There were no
busses to take us and it was several miles away. Well, we
didn't mind the walk. There was a viaduct that crossed
over Route 1 near the Holy Rosary Church and we used
to walk across the ledge on the viaduct, balancing
ourselves while the cars below traveled on the heavily-
traveled road beneath. My mother never knew about
that one!

Some of the friends I met at Lafayette were Joe
Postizzi, who later became the municipal court judge in
Clark, New Jersey. Another was Don Newcombe who
became a star pitcher for the old Brooklyn Dodgers

baseball team. Sal Serago, another friend, became a
police officer in Elizabeth. Junior high school was
enjoyable and I made many friends. I was graduated in
1941 and then went to Thomas Jefferson High School in
September of 1941. World War II began that December
and it would drastically change our lives. The class of
1941 was the first class to enter and leave during
wartime (1941-1944). Lenny Conte, a classmate and
good friend, would remain a close friend in the years to
come. Jefferson was an all-boys high school and we were
very anxious to enter the military service, even though
the casualty lists were long. As I was only seventeen
years old, I needed my mother's consent to volunteer for
the military. She would not give her consent and insisted
that I finish high school first, and only then would
consider giving her consent for me to enter the navy.

When I approached my eighteenth birthday on
March 1st, my mother had no choice and gave me her
concent to list in the navy, reporting to Sampson Navel
Training Center in New York. My long-time friend
Johnny Beninati, from Kenilworth, was also at Sampson
at the same time.

(far left) Some of the
Cross Street Gang in
the backyard of 860
Cross Street.

(left, r-l) Nunzio
Mariano with an
unidentified friend.

(l-r) Al and Paul
Acure in front of
847 Cross Street.

Angelo Conti driving with Al in the front seat and
Steve Acure and Peter Sirillo in the rumble seat.

(above) Al next to a 1935 Ford across the street from
The Union Pleasure Circle.

(Al Vardalis story continued)



Aug 08

20

Hablamos Español

JERSEY WINDOW FACTORY
& BUILDING SUPPLY, INC.

Manufacturer of Quality Vinyl Windows

BUY DIRECT FROM
THE FACTORY & SAVE

(973) 273-0505
(888) 3-JERSEY

687 Frelinghuysen Avenue
Newark, New Jersey 07114

• 1,000’s of Double-Hung
Windows in Stock

• Bays & Bows
• New Construction
• Custom Made-to-Order
• 3 1/2% Sales Tax
• Free Estimates
• Delivery Available

SOLID WOOD KITCHEN CABINETS
Complete Starter Sets from $350

CERAMIC TILE from 69¢ a sq.ft.

BUYING, SELLING OR OWN
A HOME WITH AN OIL TANK?
Call about our tank testing and protection program.

To keep your family comfortable
all winter long your heating company
had better be extra special.

HOME HEATING OIL
AND DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY

Prompt, Courteous Service
Call for details.

Serving Union and Middlesex Counties for over 50 years
and enjoys a reputation for integrity and reliability.

• Oil boiler & furnace installation and service
• Storage tank protection program
• Tank replacement
• Tank testing

Watch for our RED trucks
For over 50 years

our“RED TRUCKS”
have been a recognized symbol

of know how and reliability.

908-351-0313
Family owned business

Since 1946

RIBERA CLUB CELEBRATES 85th YEAR WITH
GRAND OPENING OF CULTURAL CENTER

On September 21, 2008 the Ribera Italian American
Club will be cutting the ribbon officially opening the
doors of its new cultural center. The beautiful two-story
building was built at 412-416 Palmer Street, next to the
Peterstown Community Center in Elizabeth, NJ.

The cultural center houses the organizations new
clubhouse along with a game room, a cafe and a meeting
hall that can be used for social events. There is also an
outdoor patio with a brick oven. The clubhouse used to
be located at 620 Third Avenue, on the corner of John
Street.

The 4,000 square foot center was self-contracted by
the club; designed and built through the construction

expertise of members, in particular, Steve Bongiovi and
Enzo Logiudice and architect Jimmy Guerra.

2008 also marks the 85th Anniversary of the Ribera
Club, which was formed in 1923 by Italian immigrants
from the town of Ribera, located on the Island of Sicily.

For the past few years the site has been the location
of the clubs annual community picnic. The club also
plans to use some space for classrooms to preserve Italian
culture to future generations through language and
history classes. The Ribera Club already raises money for
scholarships each year through an annual dinner dance.

The entire Peterstown community is invited to
attend the grand opening festivities.

(above) The Ribera Italian American Club’s new
Cultural Center located down the end of Palmer Street.

(above) Ribera Club members circa 1960.

(Below) Current Ribera Club officials; Secretary Jack
Miceli, President Peter Agliata, Vice President Jack
Marabella, and Treasurer Jim Fodera.

(above) Ground breaking ceremony for the Ribera Club Cultural Center took place during the club’s annual
community picnic on September 11, 2005. Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage doing the honors.
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AN HONEST
TREE SERVICE
YOUR LOCAL TREE EXPERT

High Quality, Low Cost
Tree Removal • Pruning • Stump Grinding

908-233-3100
Fully insured for your protection. References available upon request.

10% OFF ANY TREE SERVICE
With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

JERSEY UNIFORM
Industrial Wear

NEW & USED UNIFORMS
We Do Embroidery & Silkscreening

Bob Barraco, Proprietor
908-862-7737 Fax: 908-862-2877
918 SouthWood Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036

Joe Knows Your Neighborhood

Call today for a FREE in-home consultation!

908-245-1071
Visit our website for answers to

all your home improvement questions.

JoeKnowsMyHome.com
t ] u q

Since 1953, your neighbors have trusted
Joe Percario General Contracting

for all their home remodeling needs.

Accredited Business Member of the Better Business Bureau.

We finance: No Money Down / No Interest / No Payments for 12 months!

License number 13VH01740900

• Residential & Light Commercial
• Interior & exterior

• Total Home Remodeling
• Additions • Decks

According to the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency the average American household spends
$1,500 annually on energy bills -- a number that may
go up a significant percentage this year due to rising
costs of fuel. Almost half of that energy goes to
heating and cooling your home. Lighting and
appliances represent about a quarter and home
electronic products like computers, TVs and cell
phone chargers take a significant and growing share
of what is left. Windows and doors are the most
significant source of heat transfer in a home,
regardless of climate or season.

In today’s economy, it is essential to conserve
energy, not only for cost purposes but also for
environmental reasons. Energy efficient windows are
designed so that heat is kept inside the home in
winter and outside the home in summer. This reduces
heating and cooling costs and minimizes energy
consumption that impacts the environment.

In recent years, windows have undergone a
technological revolution. It is now possible to
significantly reduce solar heat grain and improve
comfort while providing clear views and daylight. For
example, installing double-glazed low-solar-grain
windows instead of single- pane windows in a typical
2,000 square foot house would reduce the air
condition peak load from 600 kw to 400 kw, which
reduces the size of the necessary air condition from 5
tons to 3.5 tons. This difference in window
performance would save the home owner about 35%
in cooling costs.

With fuel costs rising, there is no better time to

think of replacement windows than now. Energy
saving home improvements like replacement
windows, insulated siding and vented roofs simply
pay for themselves in fuel cost savings.

The beautification and increased value of your
home are added benefits to the savings. Homeowners
are encouraged to act sooner than later. Material
costs have been rising monthly at an unpredictable
rate. There is a significant advantage to getting an
estimate on home improvements today.

Call Joe Percario today at 908-245-1071 and ask
how he can cut your energy bills and beautify your
home with custom-fit, energy efficient windows.

All estimates are free with no obligation.

THINK GREEN AND SAVE GREEN

See before and after photos of this Elizabeth home on our website.

Joe Knows Your Home Home Improvement Tips
from Joe Percario.

CANDELINO KITCHENS
Cabinetry - Marble - Granite - Ceramic Tile

JERRY CANDELINO

(908) 353-6094
Fax: (908) 353-7253

664 Summer Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Not for Nothing But...
six months from now

I don’t want to say

I should have done

this six months ago.



Kevin MacNamara
Sales - Associate

Cell: 908-578-1455
908-810-1811 Ext. 137

Fax: 908-810-1817
www.alljerseyrealty.com
www.alljerseyhomes.com

e-mail: kmacnamara60@earthlink.net
1200 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ 07083

Donata Zappulla
Owner/Broker-Associate
Office: 908.687.7757
Cell: 908.416.2000
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(above, l-r) Owners and cousins Vinny Pace and Jim
Palermo with associate Chico Milanes.

LANDSCAPE AND GARDEN CENTER TAKES ROOT
Landscapers and homeowners traditionally would

have to drive out to the western suburbs of Union
County for landscaping and garden supplies. It was a
costly trek that ate up valuable time and now even more
valuable fuel. On June 1st of 2008 Union County
Landscape and Garden Center opened its doors at 1455
St. Georges Avenue in Roselle to service the industry
closer to home.

The location sits at the borders of Elizabeth, Linden
and Roselle. The area is rich with landscapers and home
improvement contractors who now have a convenient
source for supplies and materials. The customers at UC
Landscape & Garden Supply expressed relief that they
no longer had to make the hour long round trip for
material. The cost of fuel and man-hours sometimes cost
more than the purchase. They also found the prices at
UC Landscape were lower then they were used to paying.

The need for the supply center came from experience
of the three owners of businesses in the building industry,
Jim Palermo of PJS Contracting, Vinny Pace of Pace
Trucking, and Ruben Milanes. The property which is
100’ x 300’ was a perfect fit for the new venture. For

many years, it was the home of While-U-Wait, a
company specializing in car radio and sound systems.
While-U-Wait was owned by Vinny DeGeorgio and Joe
LaRocca, life long friends of the new owners also
hailing from the Peterstown section of Elizabeth.

In a way, the business is a family affair. Palermo and
Pace are cousins. Jim being the son of Samone Palermo
who started his excavating business, PJS Contracting,
in 1958. Vinny is the son of Samone Pace who started
his trucking company in 1958 also. Prior to that both
Samones, who were first cousins, were partners in a
business from 1955. Vinny continues to run his fathers
Trucking Company.

Jim is the grandson of Leonardo Palermo who was
the brother of Margaret (Palermo) Pace, Vinny’s
grandmother. The Palermo family arrived from Ribera
Italy and settled in Peterstown.

After one month in business, the Supply Center has
shown that the owners were correct in their needs
assessment. They have filled a niche for a steady stream
of landscaping companies large and small, along with
individuals with smaller needs.

Warinanco
Park

St. Georges Ave.

Bayway
Circle

LINDEN

ELIZABETH

ROSELLE

Rts. 1 & 9

Park
Ave.

ElmoraAve.�

(above) � marks the local of Union County Landscape and
Garden Center at 1455 St. Georges Avenue, Roselle, NJ.

DiBELLA Financial Group
1st Metropolitan Mortgage

• Tax preparation • Mortgages • Annuities
• Home Equity Loans • Financial Planning

(908) 686-7370
Notary Public • Life/Auto/Home Insurance

Anthony DiBella • Mario DiBella • Joseph DiBella
Thomas DiBella • Frank Locorriere

515 Springfield Road • Kenilworth, NJ 07033

NO APPLICATION FEE!
on your mortgage loans when you mention this ad.

O’DONNELL AGENCY, INC.
ROBERT GRIFFITH

INSURANCE PRODUCER

416 Centennial Avenue 277 N. Broad Street
Cranford, NJ 07016 Elizabeth, NJ 07208
908-272-3540 908-352-2180

1-800-640-69963 R D GENERATION
MORTGAGES

Benjamin Sheedy
Northeast Regional Manager

1043 Raritan Road
Clark, New Jersey 07066

Office: 732-388-1177
Fax: 732-388-1187
Mobile: 908-432-0665
bsheedy@3g-mortgage.com

www.benjaminsheedy.com

(left, l-r) Vinny’s sons
Mike and Simone do
some heavy lifting
working at the Garden
Center. At some point
you can see their
brother, Vinny, helping
out. Jim’s children also
work around the yard
and in the office.

(above) Elvi Rodriguez of Elvis Landscaping in Elizabeth
watches as Palermo loads his pickup with Red Mulch.

Westfield Office
185 Elm Street
(908) 654-7777, x 136

For more listings or showings
call Gloria Centanni
at (908) 337-5571 - Cell
gloriacentanni@verizon.net

Elizabeth - 299,999 - North Elizabeth
2 family w/1 car garage. Approve for
Nehemiah program – owner will gift 3%
for down payment – call for more info

Westfield, NJ - 275,000
Better than a condo –- ½ duplex on a cul de sac -
no maint. fee, 2 brd ,renovated kit., finished walk-out
basement. Excellent Westfield Schools. Call for more info.

Elizabeth- 309,000 - Elmora Section
Luxury condo: Spacious 3 bedroom.
Call for more info.

Union – 359,000 - Battlehill sect
Split Level –Meticulously maintained,
spacious 3 brs with 1car garage.
call for more info.

Union – 339,000 - Livingston Section
Immaculate split-level 3 brs,
1 car garage. Call for more info.

6 Family –Great Investment Properties - Elizabeth
Marshall ST- 449,000, Trumbull St – 449,000
S. Park St- 455,000. Call for more info.



TOP SOIL
BROWN MULCH

DELAWARE
RIVER STONE

GOOSE EGG
STONE

SOD

BLACK MULCH
RED MULCH

SAND
PAVERS

BAGGED
GRAVEL

STONE DUST

LANDSCAPE
BOULDERS

TOOLS / FERTILIZER
SUPPLIES / SEEDS

3/4”
ROAD BLEND

3/4”
CLEAN STONE

TREES AND
SHRUBS

FIRE
WOOD

BELGIAN
BLOCK RETAINING

WALL BLOCK
PAVERS

Union County
LANDSCAPE &
GARDEN SUPPLY

Mon - Sat: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm
(1/4 mile south of Warinanco Park) Sun: 8:00 am - 2:00 pm

1455 St. Georges Avenue, Roselle, NJ 908-620-9200

GREAT PRICES!

GREAT LOCATION!

Union $359,900
Intriguing Colonial!

Come feel the hospitality of this
enticing 3-bedroom residence on a
quiet, tree-lined street near public
transportation- schools. Airy
interior, secluded den, office. Two-
car garage. Nicely-kept.
Call for more details 908-245-9301

Union $395,000
A Fine Comfort Choice!

Dollar-smart, 3BR/2+BA Colonial in
ideal condition near public
transportation - shops - schools.
Happily planned, with fireplace,
formal dining room and finished
basement. Fun pool. Open floor-
plan. Call for details 908-245-9301.
www.2758larchmontroad.com

Roselle $260,000
Attractive Ranch!

Enjoy a warm welcome in this
3BR/2BA residence near public
transportation. This promising
home features formal dining
room, finished basement. High
ceilings, storm windows. Patio.
Well-maintained. Call for more
details 908-245-9301

Roselle $259,000
Colonial Awaiting Fix-up Work

Settle with ease in this
noteworthy 5BR/2BA two-story
near public transportation. Ideal
offerings include two-car garage,
breakfast room and dual cooling.
Security system. Walk-out
basement. Call for more details
908-245-9301

Franklin $249,000
Relaxed Townhome Life

You must not miss this friendly
3BR/2+BA charmer in ideal
condition. Fine residence offering
ceramic tile baths, extra-large
closets and track lighting. Gas
fireplace. Garage. Light & airy plan.
Call for more details 908-245-9301

Plainfield $269,900
The Setting You Deserve

Ideal style comes with this
3BR/2BA Colonial on a quiet,
shady street. The key amenities
include fireplace and formal
dining room. Airy open
floorplan, big living room,
private den. Impeccable. Call for
more details 908-245-9301

Elizabeth $239,900
Posh Brick Condo

Wheelchair-accessible 2-bedroom
unit in excellent condition.
Admirable residence complemented
by hardwood & tile flooring, high
ceilings and big bedrooms and luxe
bathrooms. Amply-sized.
Call for more details 908-245-9301

Union $389,900
Character And Charm

Open floorplan, 3BR/2BA corner-
lot Colonial on a quiet, shady
street in fine condition.
Extraordinary home boasting a
patio, plus manicured lawn,
hardwd flooring and finished
bsmt.www.368durhamct.com. Call
for more details 908-245-9301

Union $395,000
A Delightful Discovery

Claim the unique charms of this
welcoming 3-bedroom Colonial!
This promising vinyl-sided home
offers large rooms, hardwood &
tile flooring and formal dining
room. Cozy fireplace. Large
bedrooms. Call for more details
908-245-9301

Union $319,000
Cape Cod Offering Real Value

Sample the comforts in this airy &
open plan home on a tree-fringed
st. in ideal condition. This
engaging residence highlights
Berber carpet, fireplace and formal
dining rm. 4BR.
www.429monmouthrd.com Call
for more details 908-245-9301

Elizabeth $370,000
An Expressive Appeal

All is harmonious in this
superbly-kept 4BR/4BA multi-
family near public transportation-
schools. An ideal lifestyle, with
ceiling fans, hardwood & tile
flooring and fireplace. Bright &
airy plan. Call for more details
908-245-9301

Union $429,900
Skillfully-crafted Colonial

Find a gracious lifestyle in this
luxurious 3BR/2+BA residence in
superb condition. Noteworthy
home complemented by
hardwood flooring, a formal
dining room, plus a patio, large
rooms. 2 fireplaces. Call for more
details 908-245-9301
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908-245-9301
134 East Westfield Avenue

Roselle Park, NJ 07204

www.PrestigeHomeSalesonline.com




