
The life of John M. Riggi has been sensationalized in the media and his trials have
been aggrandized in the courts. His bio reads more like a Hollywood script than

as a true reflection of his character. His image has been grossly distorted and it has
made it almost impossible for him to shed his dubious notoriety and return home.
Home for John Riggi was Linden, New Jersey. He is one of four children born to Emmanuel and

Frances (nee Nufrio). The family moved to Linden from the Peterstown section of Elizabeth in 1927
when John was two years old. He loved Linden and bought a home there with his wife Sarah (nee
DiLeo) where they raised their six children.
John Riggi was a natural leader. He was class president in Linden High School’s class of ‘43, played

football and ran track, and was voted the Most Popular Male Student. His popularity was derived from
the way he treated others. He respected everyone equally. He was a loyal and compassionate friend.
These were his most defining traits to anyone who knew him personally.
Though his generosity and philanthropy are legendary, they are never referenced in any reports

about his life. It may be that Riggi never mentioned them himself. He was very humble and never took
credit for his charitable work. Those records were kept in the hearts and minds of the people he
helped. His biography should include all the good he did.
It should show that one month after graduating high school he enlisted in the Army Air Corp.

Schooled as an engine and airplane mechanic, he was stationed on an airbase in Debach, England
during WWII, repairing B-52s and B-17s. He reached the rank of buck sergeant and was honorably discharged.
Back home, Riggi worked as a laborer out of Union Local #394 headquartered in Elizabeth. John’s father was Business Manager From 1942 to

1959. The Union was chartered in 1903 to represent the local labor force that were subject to abuses in the workplace. Many of those workers
had limited means, and most were recent arrivals to America. The concept of the Union was not much different than the principles that guided
Emmanuel and that he instilled in his son; everyone would prevail through the united effort of the community. His father’s spirit of self-reliance
inspired John to be successful, but he did not measure his success by his personal achievements but by what was accomplished for the
community, especially the youth. He left his mark, but not his name in both Linden and Elizabeth.
In 1960 he was honored by the city of Linden as the Most Civic Man In Town. He was also inducted into the Linden Athletic Hall of Fame,

not for athletism but for his patronage.
As president of the P.A.L. in the early 1960s he put a plan together to build a children’s recreation center. He followed that with the

construction of baseball fields adjacent to the Linden Airport and the formation of a Pop Warner football team. Riggi takes no credit but gives
all the credit to the many friends who stepped up to help make his plan a reality. Labor and material were donated by the local businesses and
trade unions. They would all say that it was only through his vision and leadership that anything was accomplished at all.
Following the Newark Riots of 1967, Riggi chaired Linden’s Human Relations Commission and with other neighbors eased tensions by

speaking to students and youth groups. The organization’s community outreach efforts promoted unity and began helping residents in need,
inspiring others to do the same.
As in his personal life John Riggi’s only interest in business was the well being of others. In 1964, he was elected business manager of Local

#394 and established a benefits program that was unprecedented. For example, his was the only Union in the country to offer 100% pension
benefits to the spouse of a deceased member, and an annuity was put in place that would go to their children upon the death of the spouse.
When he retired in 1986, there were 128 widows collecting a pension.
Riggi extended his community service into his hometown of Elizabeth, especially the neighborhood of Peterstown where his family and

friends still called home. He is passionate about his heritage. His mother was
from Vallata, Italy and his father from Sicily. He supported the civic and social
organizations that worked to preserve the culture and, like his father, gave
generously to St. Anthony’s Church.
Riggi was totally selfless in his work ethic. He lived modestly and worked long

hours. His concern was to protect the workingman and his family, which he did.
In his 20 years as head of the union he helped a countless number of men secure
work in a safe environment at a decent wage. His efforts translated into those
workers being able to elevate themselves out of poverty, for many to go onto
college and pursue their dream careers, and to create opportunity for their
children to enjoy a better quality of life.
The good that John Riggi did is immeasurable, but his foibles trump any

possibility of that news to shine through. In spite of how he is depicted by tabloid
journalists, Riggi’s reputation at home is intact. He is loved and revered by those
who know him, by those who needed a leg up, and those who turned their lives
around with his help.
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(above, l-r) John and Sarah, now
deceased, were married in 1946. They
have six children, sixteen grand-
children and ten great grandchildren.

(left, back, l-r) Presenting trophies to 1968 P.A.L. Football Champions were
P.A.L. President John Riggi, P.A.L. Co-founder Officer Ed Flanagan, Assistant
coach Bob Smith, Mayor John Gregorio and head coach Paul Casino.
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I was invited to sit
on the board

of directors for Ou
r Lady of

Guadalupe academ
y. I’m still trying

to get used to the
name. Its’ a tough

habit to break afte
r 50 years of sayin

g St. Anthony’s.

More than anythin
g else, most peop

le I talk to have

taken to calling it
OLGA, using the s

chool’s new

initials.
All kidding aside I

must say that I ha
ve been very

impressed by wha
t has been done s

ince July1. Deacon

Joe Caparosso ha
s put together a g

reat team and the

archdiocese of Ne
wark has been ver

y thorough and

professional.

This is the first op
portunity for some

of the people

involved with the s
chool to get a clos

e look at our

community. I rece
ived many complim

ents about the

generosity of the p
arishioners and ho

w close knit the

neighborhood is.

It’s easier to see w
hat makes the Bur

g special

through an outsid
er’s eyes. And it fe

els good to be

reminded of it onc
e in a while.

Thank you and Go
d bless.

John Sacco, Presi
dent

Sons of Peterstow
n Sports Club
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www. Visit our website.
Leave a message
on our Peterstown
Message board.

Dear Joe,
On a recent trip back to NJ I got a chance to meet up

with Pete Nozza, my old football coach from Jeff. It was
great talking to him. We probably hadn't seen each other in
60 years.
While in NJ I got a chance to visit my old Grammar

School, Blessed Sacrament, a few days before it's final
closing. Thanks to your newspaper I found out that they
were shutting the doors for good. It was very sad, and the
teachers I spoke to were very upset, they believed that the
school would stay open.
I had not been back to the school in 60 years, and I had a

chance to show my wife the school, and all the classrooms I
had been in. It looked pretty much the same on the inside. I
met with the Principal, Sr. Ursula Butler the only remaining
Nun there, all the rest were lay teachers. I went up to the
auditorium where I played grammar, and CYO basketball.
The only thing I noticed different was the curtain on the
stage was newer. This auditorium was also where they had
the dances on Sunday evenings.
At one time there had been four bowling lanes down in

the basement of the school, and when I mentioned it, very
few remembered them, They had been converted into
classrooms. I used to set up pins there for $2.00 an alley. If
you jumped alleys you received $4.00 which wasn't bad
back in the 40's.
I was shocked when I learned that the tuition was $3,500

a year. When I went there you were given a dues card, and
dues were $ .10 for parishioners, and there were children
who couldn't afford that. But they never held it against you
if you couldn't pay. My sister and I both attended the school,
and my parents always made sure that our dues were paid.
After my sister went there it went up to $0.20 a week.
I attended there from 1937, Kindergarten, until 1946

when I graduated from the 8th grade. I have a lot of pleasant
memories of the school. It was at that time a very active
parish, and none of us kids that attended ever got into any
major trouble. The Good Nuns made sure of that.
Our stay in NJ was a bit cold and damp, but in 7 days

we accomplished what we had set out to do. A cousin of my
wife celebrated 80 years on the face of the earth, and my
sister Joan, and her husband Bob celebrated 50 years of
wedded bliss. And last but not least, I got to spend some
quality time with my only Grandson, who lives in Berkeley
Heights.
Regards,
Jack Joyce
Spring Hill, FL

(above, l-r) Jack Joyce shared his visit to New Jersey
with his old freind Pete Nozza at the Rustic Mill
Restaurant in Cranford.

Dear Joe,
We just received word from a cousin of ours that my

uncle's high school graduation picture was in your June/July
2009 edition. His name was Joseph (Joe) T. Conroy, and he
was a proud member of the first graduating class of St.
Mary's High School in June of 1934. My mother, Kathleen
Conroy Burns, had only heard that her brother's name was
mentioned in the local Peterstown paper. Right away I
googled Peterstown, Elizabeth, NJ and came to your website.
I was so excited to see my uncle and to read my mother the
article. She knew every member of his class and related some
fond memories of nearly every one.
My mother, along with Uncle Joseph's wife, Patricia

Conroy and his seven children would love to have a copy of
this edition of your paper. My mother became the "keeper" of
the family papers, and she said that is one photo that they
never had a copy of. We'd love to see it, and then to pass it
on to his wife and children as I am sure it would bring great
joy to all of them.
I appreciate your attention to my request and hope to hear

from you soon.
Elizabeth Burns Tiazkun
Toms River, NJ

Hi Joe,
I just finished looking through your Peterstown newspaper

and had to let you know how much I enjoyed it - especially
the lead article on the midwife, Anna Ferrara’s care of Paul
Cuzzola. I wasn’t going to do more than skim that article,
but your first paragraph really intrigued me and I had to
finish the entire story! Very clever – and very sweet.
Regards,
Linda Levitt
Somerville, NJ

Dear Joe,
Thank you for publishing Mary Joan Renna's recent

tribute to her Mom, "Dolly" Monaco Koch in the June 09
issue of your paper. To have known Dolly (aka "Rosie" to
some of us), was to love her! Her wit and sense of humor
combined with her strength and courage were a recipe for one
terrific and unforgettable lady...and that she was. Her
memory remains in our hearts forever.
Phyllis Renna Iannarone
Aiken, SC & Naples, FL

Dear Peterstown newspaper and friends,
When my Aunt Sybil sent me the article about the closing

of St. Anthony’s School, I was compelled to write.
Hi, it’s your home plate, Lucille Cavalla who grew up in

Peterstown, 549 4th.Ave, I lived across the street from the
Renna house where I played with Lorraine and her brothers
and sisters. Mrs. Renna drove us to school in her giant station
wagon when it rained. Looking back, it was our Camelot.
Seeing the picture of the nuns swept me in. Sr. Joanne

was principal and Kindergarten teacher and a very kind
person. Her assistant, Sr. Theodora, went to Saraceno’s
bakery every day to get sesame seed cookies that we ate at
recess. And I remember Sr. Raphael in the 3rd grade. She
glided around the classroom as if she was walking on clouds.
We had lots of fun at St. Anthony’s. I was in the same

class as John Sacco and so many other great folks. The boys
always did bad things, and the girls never squealed on them.
Every day, a group of us would walk home together down
Third Ave, each peeling off at their side street. Mine was
Palmer.
Time changes things all right. The closing of St. Anthony’s

is the end of our era, and we will hold the memories of that
time deeply. We have to. We have no choice. No matter how
far away we roam, Peterstown always stays in our hearts.
My travels have taken me to Raleigh, NC, where I taught

First Grade at a Catholic school, Sacred Heart Cathedral. It
was so much fun being with and teaching the boys and girls. I
was the liberal on the faculty that’s for sure. My self-
appointed job was to liberalize rules whenever I could.
I met my husband, Stewart Rogers, in Raleigh. We will be

married 10 years this October. We moved several years ago to
Olympia WA to be near our granddaughter.
This past March, Stewart took a job in Honolulu, HI. I

live in the countryside in a small Hawaiian village that’s been
around almost a hundred years. I found my dream job,
Beachcombing.
If anyone would like to be in touch, please do.

angelshorses@yahoo.com.
With peace and love,
Lucille C. Rogers
Hauula, HI

Joe,
What a beautiful pro-life editorial in the June/July 2009

edition of Around About Peterstown! May God bless you
for being a voice for the unborn. It is rare that editors,
writers or just everyday folk take the risk and speak out on
behalf of the most innocent!
Very inspiring!
Michelle H. LePoidevin
Linden, NJ

Dear Editor:
Many thanks to Dennis Horin and Joe Marino for their

hard work and dedication in making the Baby Boomer
Reunion so successful. It was good to see so many friends
from years ago as we renewed the good times of the past
which brought back many fond memories. Special thanks to
you, Joe, for continuing to publish a paper with so many
interesting Peterstown stories.
Lois (Mazza) Chryssikos
Clinton, Ct.

MORE LETTER ON PAGE 5
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It has been twenty years since John Riggi first went on
trial in relation to the operation of the labor Union he
managed. He was sentenced to fifteen years but he is still
awaiting release. His case raises many questions about
equity in the justice system. As citizens we can only
expect fairness from our government, and so the same
brand of justice that has been brought to bear on Mr.
Riggi should also be applied equally to others.
Ending his eight-year stint as U.S. Attorney for the

District of New Jersey, Chris Christie racked up an
astonishing record - winning convictions or guilty pleas
from over 130 public officials - both Republican and
Democrat - without losing a single case.
Some of those convicted were the highest ranked and

most powerful officials in the state. The headlines looked
refreshing, but under the surface they didn’t quite satisfy
the victims of the crimes, namely the New Jersey
Taxpayers. Government corruption steals from the public.
Misappropriated funds is tantamount to theft of the
taxpayers money. Negligence in delivering services does
not only jeopardize the health and safety of the public,
but corruption at its worst can result in pain and suffering
through adverse poverty.
Crimes perpetrated by government officials are

universally considered more egregious than their private
sector equivalent, yet the treatment of the criminal in
persecution and punishment pales in comparison. For
example, during the eight years that Christie was a
federal prosecutor, New Jersey’s Attorney General’s Office
was anemic in their pursuits of political corruption to a
point that it was viewed to have been encouraging it and
to have even sanctioned bad behavior.
It seems that governmental corruption in New Jersey

is institutionalized. The Monmouth County Prosecutor
began his own investigation of the federal inspectors that
were investigating his county’s government, at one point
flying to Florida as part of the mission. This is why
government should be held to a higher standard; they
own the justice system, they make the rules. They get to
choose who the law applies to and who is above the law.
As unconstitutional as it sounds, it is reality.
The officials are right when questioned about issues

like pay-to-play and pension padding - “It’s legal.” There
is nothing illegal about politicians accepting
contributions and awarding contracts to said contributors.
In the private sector that is called racketeering.
Granting variances to developers and securing grant

money, government jobs and no-bid contracts are
commodities in the practice of campaigning. In the
private sector it would be called embezzlement.
The inverse of rewarding supporters also exists, and

that’s punishing critics. Officials can basically shut down
a business and take a person’s livelihood away by a
belligerent enforcement of the law. There is a realistic
fear of retribution in non-conformists, whistle-blowers
and political outsiders. In the private sector that is called

extortion.
It can get really scary. A team of Union County

prosecutors investigated and arrested our state
assemblyman and county undersheriff, Joe Cryan’s, ex-
girlfriend after a sour breakup. Subordinate government
employees must do the bidding of their bosses; it’s their
job. It would be tough for them to determine the legality
of the orders.
Which brings us to the issue of organized crime

organizations. It was the use of the Racketeer Influenced
and Corrupt Organizations Act, enacted in 1970 and
known as RICO, which brought about a collapse in
crime syndicates across the country. In 1985 New York
City District Attorney Rudy Giuliani dreamed up using
the Act to bring down Joe Bonanno. As Giuliani put it,
“The idea of the act was that the ongoing criminal
enterprise is more dangerous to society than any specific
criminal.” His problem was proving that an organization
existed. He used Bonanno’s own words from a book he
wrote describing “The Commission.” This gave
investigators a huge net to cast over a large area to load
the boat and sort through their catch later.
The problem with RICO is that it is selectively

enforced. Big business and financial institutions are
never targeted. And you can forget about the Act ever
being used on political party organizations.
The political party committees in this state operate

every bit like an organized crime unit using the public’s
resources as their collateral. They maintain a hierarchy
of power that includes elected officials and government
employees. And, as in classic organized crime fashion,
the party elite is far removed from the political hacks
doing the grunt work.
The state is rampant with government abuses, from

no-show jobs to no-bid contracts. It is no secret. In fact,
officials are continually getting found guilty of violations
but when the charges are initiated at the local or state
level very little, if anything, is done about it.
My own Union County has been sued repeatedly by

employees claiming they were passed over for promotions
or harassed for political reasons. The political machine is
so fine-tuned that no one ever suffers the consequences
of breaking the law as long as they are doing the bidding
of the administration.
Not only should the employees be arrested, but the

case should be made that the bosses be charged as well.
During a trial where the County was found guilty of an
employment violation in a “pass-over” case, it was
revealed that the appointee bragged that, “he was going
to get the job because he was a Democrat, his father was
a Democrat and that they had made connections to Sen.
(Raymond) Lesniak,”
Our State Senator Ray Lesniak actually refers to

himself a “Power Broker”. His nephew is the county
manager in charge of 3,000 employees and a $470
million annual budget. Not bad for his first real job.

Not for Nothing But...
Political Power Broker

is just another name

for Mob Boss.
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There are layers of directors, superintendents, bureau
chiefs, and supervisors between the manager and the
rank and file workers. There is no threat that any
wrongdoing will be linked so far up the chain, let alone
to his uncle in Trenton. I share Giuliani’s dream. If it
was good enough for Bonanno it should be good enough
for Lesniak.
But it is only a pipe dream. Even if convicted,

government officials are seldom punished, and they
know that. Newark Mayor and State Senator Sharp
James was facing 20 years behind bars and got 27
months. Lesniak’s counterpart in South Jersey, State
Senator John Lynch, was found guilty of illegal conduct
while in office and is serving 39 months. He was
allowed to serve part of his sentence in his home. Of
course both of these examples are federal cases.
The F.B.I. conducted a corruption probe culminating

in July 2009 that resulted in 44 arrests, including three
mayors, a deputy mayor and two state assemblymen. It
makes me wonder what is going on in the state’s 566
municipalities and 21 counties that we are not
investigating.
I won’t hold my breath waiting for the State

Attorney General’s Office or the county prosecutors to
rattle anyone’s cage, anytime soon. Either by choice or
coercion law enforcement officers in New Jersey are the
foot soldiers of the political bosses. I feel bad for them
and any government employee who must take orders
from a political hack.
John Riggi has accepted his fate and has sat quietly

away for almost twenty years. Maybe it is his quietness
that keeps him from being released. After ten years
behind bars he was still being charged with crimes. He
chose to sit tight before he would compromise his
integrity. His freedom was leveraged in an ongoing game
that he refuses to play.
The piles of court documents I’ve read don’t seem to

justify the treatment he has received, and his treatment
in the press is totally out of wack and over the top.
Well I have to go. I see flashing lights outside my

window and someone is rapping on my door.

Visit PeterstownNJ.com
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ADVERTISERS’ INDEX
If you like the paper, please thank an advertiser. The

businesses that advertise in this paper make it possible to
print. You can show your appreciation for their support
by patronizing their business's. If they keep advertising,
we will keep printing.
Advertising starts at $45 for a business card size ad, up

to $600 for a full page. Anyone interested in placing an
ad can contact Tina Renna at (908) 709-0530.

ADVERTISER PAGE

A. A. Auto Body ...........................................................18
Alliance Plumbing & Heating ......................................17
All Jersey Realty, Inc. ....................................................18
American Plumbing Supply...........................................17
Bayway World of Liquor ................................................13
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Bob & Richies Sunoco ..................................................18
Budget Printing............................................................... 9
Caffe Calabria ................................................................13
Candelino Kitchens .......................................................19
Carpet Choice................................................................17
Chiusano Plumbing .......................................................19
Cianfano’s Italian Restaurant and Bar ..........................12
City of Elizabeth ............................................................ 4
City Tavern Restaurant..................................................14
Cleveland Auto & Tire .................................................18
Colton’s Pharmacy......................................................... 8
Corsentino Home for Funerals ...................................... 8
Custom Hair Design ...................................................... 9
DiBella Financial Group................................................ 8
DiCosmo's Italian Deli & Catering...............................14
DiCosmo’s Handmade Italian Ice..................................14
Dimensions A Total Salon ............................................ 9
Dr. Nicholas Cicchetti, D.M.D. .................................... 8
Dr. Nicholas Palmieri, Chiropractic Sports Medicine.. 8
Dr. Frank Paternostro, D.M.D....................................... 8
Drew Memorial Company ............................................. 8
Elizabeth Auto Wrecking & Auto Glass.......................18
Elizabeth Yellow Cab..................................................... 9
Fourth of July in Sringfield............................................. 9
Gourmet Deli .................................................................14
Hollywood Carpet..........................................................19
Il Gabianno, An American Bistro.................................13
Jacobson's Distribution Co. ........................................... 5
Jersey Lanes Bowling Center .........................................18
Jersey Uniforms.............................................................. 9
Joanne’s Luncheonette...................................................14
Joe Percario General Contracting .................................16
John’s Caffe ....................................................................14
Magic Fountain ..............................................................14
Michelino’s Pizzeria........................................................12
Miracle Plaza.................................................................. 7
Miss Donna’s Academy of dance................................... 9
O'Donnell Insurance Agency........................................ 8
Petruccelli Funeral Home.............................................. 8
Pinho’s Bakery................................................................14
Prestiege Homes Sales....................................................19
Renna Media, LLC ........................................................15
Richard Lucas Chevrolet Subaru .................................. 6
Rocco Auto Service.......................................................18
Sacco’s Meat Market......................................................14
Santillo’s Brick Oven Pizza ............................................14
Spirito’s Restaurant ........................................................13
Springfield Chamber of Commerce...............................20
St. Mary’s High School.................................................. 9
Tango Insurance............................................................. 4
Tequila’s Grill.................................................................12
Tomasso Brothers ...........................................................17
Tommy's Pizza ................................................................14
Unoin County Landscape & Garden Supply................17
Valentina’s Hot Dogs and Grill .....................................13
Valentina’s Italian Restaurant .......................................12
Video Data Services....................................................... 9
Villani Bus Company..................................................... 9

(above, l-r) Cousins on a Florida visit Marty and Becky
Jacobson with Susan J. and Ron Jacobson.

FROM
THE 6 DEGREES OF SEPARATION FILE

Marty Jacobson, originally from Elizabeth, is living in
Valkaria, Florida. At 62 years of age, he still plays Senior
Softball with other men over 50. The league has over 100
players playing double headers every Thursday evening, year
round. They practice on Saturdays.
During one practice Marty mentioned New Jersey in

conversation and it piqued the interest of another player,
Dave Syrkus, who asked Marty where he lived in Jersey.
When Marty replied “Elizabeth,” Dave began to tell him how
he grew up in Elizabeth. He lived on Pennington Street and
his family owned a store on St. Georges Avenue in Linden.
Marty also talked about his past in Elizabeth and mentioned
that his uncle had an appliance store on Rahway Avenue
(Rahway Ave.is the St. Georges Ave.’s name in Elizabeth)
that his cousin Allen now runs.
Later in the day Dave talked to his mother and asked if

she knew the Jacobsons from Elizabeth. It turned out that not
only did the Syrkus’s know the Jacobsons but they were good
friends with his Uncle Nat, and cousins Allen and Ronnie.
The Syrkus family also owned another store in Linden named
“Lenny’s of Linden,” which sold furniture and appliances.
His uncle and cousins actually worked for them at one point.
Marty called his cousin Ronnie to share the experience

with him. Coincidentally, Ronnie had just arrived in Florida

for vacation was about to call Marty to plan a visit.
The following day Marty and his wife met Ronnie and his

wife Susan at the Gaylord Palms Hotel in Kissimmee and had
a good time reminiscing over lunch.
As Marty left the parking lot, he noticed the name tag on

the attendant listed his city of origin, which is customary in
Florida, and that was, what else but, Elizabeth, NJ. That’s a
whole other story.

TA N G O
INSURANCE AGENCY
ALL TYPES OF INSURANCE

FREE QUOTES
Parliamo Italiano

Se Habla Espanol • Falamos Portuguese

908-862-7499
Fax 908-862-5081

Michael A. Tango, President
M.A. Tango Co. Inc.

Serving the community since 1961.

• Auto • Home • Truck • Bonds • Commercial •
Got Insurance Problems? Let us help you solve them.

530 SOUTH WOOD AVENUE • LINDEN, NJ 07036

MAT

Mayor J. Christian Bollwage
City of Elizabeth

Free! Anti-Rabies
Vaccination Program

City of Elizabeth Residents ONLY
Any dog or cat not previously vaccinated.
Any dog or cat with a 1 year certificate.
Any dog or cat vaccinated in 2006.

Locations:
Winfield Scott Park

corner of East Jersey St. and Winfield Scott Plaza

Kellogg Park
corner of Madison and North Avenues

Program will be held in September & October
Please call 908-820-4049
for more information

It is recommended that all pets be on a leash!
For everyone’s safety please immunize your pets.
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PETERSTOWN REUNION
FOR 40 SOMETHINGS

Hosts: Diane Scalegnio , Tina Sacca & Santa Guddemi

AUGUST 15, 2009
Reunion starts at 3pm till closing

CIANFANO’S RESTAURANT
on the corner of 4th Ave. & High St.

FIND US ON FACE BOOK
Buffet, Cash Bar,

Admission is $20.00 per person at the door .
Please spread the word to all your friends that you still
keep in touch with who grew up in Peterstown. If you
know of people who are coming that are not on face
book. please let us know by writing on the events wall .

Thank You All :)

We Accept: CASH

w y [ t
and Personal Checks

C E L E B R AT I N G O U R 5 9 T H Y E A R

JACOBSON’S
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY

An Elizabeth
Tradition
since 1949

725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth - 354-8533
Open Mon. & Thurs. 10 am 'Til 8 pm; Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10 am 'Til 6pm;

Open Saturday 10 am 'Til 5 pm; closed Sunday's

SAVE MORE
WITH ONLY

31/2%
SALES TAX

BIG SAVINGS
IN OUR

BEDDING
DEPARTMENT

APPLIANCES • BEDDING • ELECTRONICS • AUDIO & VISUAL
Not responsible for typographical errors. Bring us your best deal from any authorized dealer and we will gladly beat their offer on any item we carry.

WE CARRY A FULL SELECTION OF GAS GRILLS FROM FAMOUS MAKERS
SUCH AS WEBER, DUCANE, DCS AND LYNX

WE ALSO CARRY BEDDING, REFRIGERATORS, WASHERS, DRYERS,
RANGES, BIG SCREEN TV’S AND DISHWASHERS.

Free assembly on gas grills.

$25 OFF FOR
READERS OF

AROUND ABOUT
PETERSTOWN!

ONE PER CUSTOMER. CAN NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. MINIMUM PURCHASE OF $299.00.
MUST PRESENT THIS COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE. OFFER EXPIRES 10/15/09.

Free
Delivery

Free
Delivery

Thanks to Jacobson’s
The Rutgers Master Gardeners of Union County wish to

thank Jacobson’s Appliances in Elizabeth for their generous
donation of a floor model refrigerator. This refrigerator is
used for storage of fresh produce grown and harvested from
the Master Gardener “Sharing” Garden, our flagship project
at Watchung Reservation.
Since it “sprouted” in 2002, the “Sharing” Garden has

provided 7,600 pounds of vegetables to low-income families
and individuals throughout Union County, including 1,867
pounds donated to over 20 local food pantries, soup kitchens
and churches in 2007.
Master Gardeners are trained volunteers who assist

Rutgers’ Agricultural Experiment Station in its mission to
deliver horticulture programs to the general public. Anyone
with an interest in gardening and a commitment to volunteer
service can become a Master Gardener. No previous
education or training in horticulture is required.
Union County Master Gardeners are celebrating 20

years of volunteer community service in 2008. For more
information about the Master Gardener program, please
contact Lynne Orlofsky at the 20 Rutgers Cooperative
Extension office located in Westfield at (908) 654-9854 or
the web at http://mastergardeners-uc.org/
Joanne Krueger,
Union County Master Gardener,
Scotch Plains

Dear Joe,
Thank you for sending me this link to

www.PeterstownNJ.com. I grew up in North End,
graduated from Jeff in 1965, and I recognize several of the
guys pictured in your June 09 issue. My cousin is Allen
Jacobson whose advertisement I see in your paper. My father
and my uncle started that business together years ago, and
my father left when the business could not support two
families. He was a painting contractor in Elizabeth until
1977 when he retired. I rarely get to New Jersey these days,
I live in Florida, but it is always interesting to see what’s
going on in Elizabeth.
Thanks again.
Marty Jacobson
Valkaria, Florida

Dear Joe and Tina,
I just wanted to thank you for your article “Grandma’s

Photo Album” about my mom in your June 09 issue. My
family were all very happy and full of pride. I am so proud of
my childen and my nieces and nephews.
I would like to add other members of my family to the

tribute. My wife and “Earth Angel” Gina and my stepsons
Troy and Jamie. It has been through their love and support
that I have been able to survive so long since being stricken
with terminal cancer.
I was blessed with namy others in my life that have helped

me, especially my cousin Mike DeRosa and his family, and
Jo and Bella Piga. I could write down names for a month in
order to get all my thank you notes done.
Thank you,
Joe Santillo
Linden, NJ

MORE

(right, r-l) Joe Santillo
dances with his mom
Theresa.

(below) Troy and
Jamie flank their
mom Gina on her and
Joe’s wedding day
in June 2006 held
on the Oak Ridge
Golf Course
in Clark, NJ.

Dear Joe Renna,
Thank you for your wornderful paper Around and About

Peterstown. It brings back old memoires of the times before I
met and married Mickey and the Renna family.
I can still recall your grandfather Nick standing in the

doorway of his house on Third Avenue and your
grandmother’s always happy and joyful smile.
Most of my connections were with your father and uncles

from when they moved from Boston to live on Spencer Street
a long-long time ago and I lived on Third Ave and Spencer. I
also remember your mother from Fourth Avenue and Niles
Street before she married your dad.
Reason for this note besides saying hello is to tell you that

my mailing address changed from Hawaii to Las Vegas. I will
be living there with my daughter JoAnne Cortese Lynch.
Thank you again for the pleasant memories of my youth
through your paper.
Love,
Joe
Las Vegas, NV
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As a proud resident of Peterstown, it has been my pleasure
to have serviced the community’s car and truck buying needs.
Together with Richard Lucas of Richard Lucas Chevrolet & Subaru,
we have been satisfying area residents for many years.
With the excellent reputation of the Lucas family, we promise
to keep you a very satisfied customer for many years to come.

Thank you,
Angelo Strazzella

RICHARD LUCAS
CHEVROLET SUBARU
732-634-0100

1077 US - 1 • Avenel, NJ 07001

(above) Tony Percario, owner of Car Stop attaches
THEBURG plates to latest newspaper delivery truck.

NEW (USED) BURG MOBILE
The third Ford Explorer to don THEBURG licencse

plates is on the road. The first two, a 1991 and a 1992
edition, both past the 200,000 mile mark and are still
going. This one is a 2005. The last one was donated to
St. Joseph’s Social Services.
The new (used) explorer is a 2005 and was found on

the lot Car Stop on St. Georges Avenue in Linden,
owned by Tony Percario. Great service, great deal, highly
recommended.

ITALIAN AMERICAN CLUB OF SCOTCH PLAINS
VICTIMS OF L’AQUILA EARTHQUAKE

(above, l-r) Former Mayor of Montazzoli Felice Novello, Regional President Luigi DeFanis, Ital-Am Club
President Romano DelRoio, Mayor of Montazzoli Ercole Del Negro ands wife, Former Club President Peter
DiNizo and Club Treasurer Americo Checchio.

In April 2009 an earthquake rocked the Abruzzo
region of Italy. The tradegy killed hundreds, injured
thousands, left dozens of towns damaged, and tens of
thousands of people homeless. The Italian American
Club of Scotch Plains held a fundraiser to help rebuild
the town of Villa Sant’Angelo.
Many members of the club can trace their roots back

to the Abruzzi region and still maintain ties with friends
and relatives who were affected.
The dinner dance was held on June 28 and raised

over $24,000 with donations continually being made.
The money is earmarked to build a school playground.
The event drew over 500 attendees including Scotch

Plains Mayor Nancy Malool, former mayor and current
assembly candidate Martin Marks, Andrea Barberia from
the Italian Consulate of Newark, and Don DiFrancesco,

former governor of New Jersey and whose father was
originally from Montazzoli in the Abruzzi region.
Several Italian dignitaries were also in attendance,

Ercole Del Negro, mayor of Montazzoli, Pierluigi Biondi,
mayor of Villa Sant’Angelo, and Dr. Luigi DeFanis,
Consigliere Regionale d’Abruzzi and President of the VI
Commission of the European Community.
Chairman of the fundraising event, Renzo DiCarlo,

was pleased with the results of the party, thanked those
who generously donated and everyone who helped make
the event a success, including the Scotch Plains High
School band who performed.
Donations can be made via check to:

Attn: Amerigo Checchio. Italian American Club
L’Aquila’s Earthquake Fundraising,
1976 Valley Ave., Scotch Plains, NJ 07076,

(left) 2005
Ford Explorer
will be delivering
the Peterstown Paper.



FREE UP YOUR DAY!!!
Drive in for a fast, friendly oil change, drop off your

Laundry & Dry Cleaning and get a quality hand car wash
All in less than 30 minutes.

908-353-4178 908-353-0418
1068-80 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

Open 7 days

7

Aug 09
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CORSENTINO
Home for Funerals
Carl C. Corsentino, Manager

NJ Lic. No. 2548

908-351-9595
620 Second Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

Since 1865

Family owned and operated.
THOMAS R. DREW, JR.
ALAN G. DREW
732-388-4396

16 INMAN AVE. • COLONIA, NJ 07067-1802
(Across from St. Gertrude Cemetery)
Monuments • Headstones • Markers

Granite - Bronze Cemetery Lettering
WE ERECT PRIVATE FAMILY MAUSOLEUMS

Memorial Craftsmen Petruccelli
Funeral Home

Family owned and operated for over 100 years!

Marie E. Belmont Baio
Manager, NJ Lic. No 3866

908-352-8167 • 908-352-0299
232 Christine Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

FRANK A. PATERNOSTRO. D.M.D.

230 West Jersey Street
Office Hours Suite 310, Elizabeth, NJ
By Appointment 908-353-2316

DR. NICHOLAS F. PALMIERI
Chiropractic Physician

Chiropractic Care
Sports Medicine Services

(908) 925-0030
1711 NorthWood Avenue,

Linden, NJ 07036

Nicolas W. Cicchetti, D.M.D.
Haleh Kossari, D.M.D.

Family Dentistry
Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

18 East Westfield Ave.
Roselle Park, NJ 07204

(908) 245-9463
Fax: (908) 245-0969

cicchettidmd.dentistryonline.com

• EXAM • F.M.S.
• X-RAYS
• CLEANING
• CONSULTATION
New Patients only

419 Rahway Avenue
Elizabeth

(2 blocks from Elmora Ave.
Intersection, next to Wendy’s)Mon. .......9-5

Tues. ......10-7
Wed..........9-3

Thurs......10-7
Fri. .........10-7
Sat. ...........9-3

www.Bestdentalgroup.com

FAMILY DENTISTRY
Emergencies Seen Same day
• Extractions Root Canal Therapy

(nerve treatment)
• Crowns & Bridges
• Full & Partial Denture
• Implant Dentistry & Restoration
• Most dentures Repaired

the same day
• Cosmetic Bonding, Bleaching

Laminates

State-of-the-Art Equipment

Steam Sterilization

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Senior Citizen Courtesy

Tagalog

Se Habla Espanol

George Umansky, DDS Jessie H. Sioco, DDS

“Gentle Care”

908-355-8454

$150
Special not valid with insurance.

Regular Price: $300.
Must present this coupon.
Expiration 10/15/09.

a q y

Best Dental GroupBest Dental GroupBest Dental Group

Se Habla Espenol
Parla Italiano
Fala-Se Portugues

(908) 353-6653
Fax: (908) 353-7340

Free Parking & Delivery

851 Elizabeth Ave. (Corner Smith St) Elizabeth, NJ 07201-2755

COLTON’S PHARMACY
All Prescription Plans Gladly Accepted

Helena M. Golcalves – Reg. Pharmacist in-charge
Veerareddy Nadakatla – Reg. Pharmacist
Venugopol Ghanta – Reg. Pharmacist
Sandra Marquez – Store Manager

Fr. Eugene Joseph John Bettinger, a Catholic Preist of
the Carmelite Order, grew up in Elizabeth, NJ. His
German ancestors settled in Elizabeth decades before the
Italian enclave of Peterstown emerged. The Burg, which
was the more comon name for the neighborhood, is a
remnant of that Germanic influence. Another legacy
that endured for generations is the work as a midwife
that Eugene’s grandmother Theresa offered.
The story of midwife Anna Ferrara that appeared in

the June 09 issue of the Peterstown newspaper inspired
Eugene to share his rememberances of his family.
Beginning in April 1893 when his paternal

grandparents, Jakob and Theresa (nee Spies) Bettinger
arrived in Elizabeth after their ocean crossing on the SS
Obdam out of Rotterdam, his grandmother began
delivering babies.
Married in 1886 in Bexbach, in the then Bavarian

RheinPfalz, Jakob and Theresa began their own family
with difficulties. In the course of their 27 years of
marriage she was to have 16 pregnancies that resulted in
twelve live births and several miscarriages and infant
mortality in nearly half their children. Eugene’s father,
Joseph Bettinger was their twelfth and final live-born
child to them in March, 1907 but his siblings began
arriving even while the couple was in Europe.
When Jakob and Theresa settled in Elizabeth in 1893

there came with them an 11-month-old toddler, Maria
and a child in the womb, Rosalia, born in September
that year. But like several of their pre-emigration
children, Rosalia would die within a year of her birth in
Elizabeth.
More Elizabeth-born children were to follow and

survive (Matilda, 1895; Barbara Elizabeth, 1896;
Magdelena, 1898; John Jacob, 1900; Louis John, 1902;
Franceska, 1905 and my dad, Joseph in 1907.)

During the course of these births, Jakob, worked at
Singer's Sewing Machine Factory. He worked for 25¢ an
hour and in a 5 1/2 days work-week he brought home
$11 to support the growing family. He also made
supplemental income as the founder of a string quartet
that played on Sundays with the exotic name in
German: DIE VIER VERLORNEN, (The Four Forlorn).
However, this was not enough income for the family

so Theresa did other people's laundry besides her own
and delivered other women's children as well. This
would continue upon the death of "old Jake", as grandpa
was called, when he died unexpectedly at the age of 49
1/2 from a massive heart attack, in the presence of
seven-year old Joseph, at their rented apartment at 88
Fifth Street. It was a Saturday afternoon, January 17,
1914. Life expectancy in 1914 for a male was 49. Thus
the moniker, "old Jake".
From that time onward, Grandma Theresa would

regularly deliver children in the Petertown section of
Elizabeth. The Italian ladies she assisted in the delivery
of their babies would ask for " the little German woman"
(Grandma Theresa stood 4 feet 11 inches) who had
plenty of experience delivering her own dozen plus
children. Indeed, "the little German woman" would over
the years until her own death on July 9, 1936 deliver
more than two-hundred babies in the Burg.
St. Michael's Church was the German National

Parish of the paternal side of the Bettinger family as St.
Patrick's and Holy Rosary would be Eugene’s Irish
maternal family. Mount Olivet Cemetery on the
Elizabeth-Newark city line holds the mortal remains of
all Eugene’s grandparents, some of their children and
grandchildren, including his own parents and many of
the children Grandma Theresa delivered over 33 years of
midwifery.

“THE LITTLE GERMAN WOMAN” HELPED BIRTH BABIES IN THE BURG
This article was writen from the memoirs

submitted by Fr. Eugene Joseph John
Bettinger, O. Carm.

Director, St. Therese Carmelite Chapel,
Bergen Town Center, Paramus,NJ.

St. Theresa Chapel is actually located on the second
floor in a shopping mall. Fr. Bettinger celebrates
nineteen Masses each week that draw up to 1,800
worshipers including shoppers, sales clerks, older folks
who go to the mall to socialize
The Chapel offers an alternative to Catholics who do

not belong to a more formal parish. It also is a respite for
the lonely or troubled.
The Chapel is plannning its 40th anniversary at the

Bergen Town Center, Paramus, New Jersey, located at
1095 Teaneck Road.

THE CHAPEL IN THE MALL

DiBELLA Financial Group
• Tax preparation • Mortgages • Annuities
• Home Equity Loans • Financial Planning

(908) 686-7370
Notary Public • Life/Auto/Home Insurance

Anthony DiBella • Mario DiBella • Joseph DiBella
Thomas DiBella • Frank Locorriere

515 Springfield Road • Kenilworth, NJ 07033

NO APPLICATION FEE!
on your mortgage loans when you mention this ad.

O’DONNELL AGENCY, INC.
ROBERT GRIFFITH

INSURANCE PRODUCER

416 Centennial Avenue 277 N. Broad Street
Cranford, NJ 07016 Elizabeth, NJ 07208
908-272-3540 908-352-2180

1-800-640-6996
Email: info@odonnellagency.com

Not for Nothing But...
I wonder if the chapel

has a program that

ministers to shopaholics.

JERSEY UNIFORM
Industrial Wear
NEW & USED UNIFORMS

We Do Embroidery & Silkscreening

Bob Barraco, Proprietor
908-862-7737 Fax: 908-862-2877
918 SouthWood Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036



Aug 09

9

Miss Donna’s
Academy of Dance
Now accepting registration

Ages 3 and up

(908) 355-5535
158 Washington Avenue

Elizabeth, NJ 07202

• Tap
• Hip Hop/Jazz
• Ballet
• Pointe
• Flamenco

Best Kept Secret In Elizabeth
St. Mary of the Assumption High School
“80 Years of Excellence”

OPEN HOUSE
October 18, 2009 - 2 pm
• One of the most affordable tuitions
in Union and Essex counties

• 90% College attendance rate
• 40% Of graduates receive scholarhips
or grants for post-secondary studies

• Class of 2009 received $7.2 million
in Scholarships, grants and aid

- Brown University - Cornell University
- Drew University - College of New Jersey
- Providence College - College of St. Elizabeth

- and many more!!!!!

St. Mary of the Assumption High School
Call today for an appointment!!!
908-352-4350
Fax: 908-352-2359
www.stmarysoftheassumptionhs.org
237 South Broad Street, Elizabeth New Jersey 07202

BETTINGTON FAMILY PHOTOS

732-636-6677
1256 St. Georges Avenue, Avenel, NJ 07001

Elizabeth Yellow Cab
24 Hours

7 Days a Week
• Door to Door Service
• Local and Long distance
• Transportation to Airports
• Commercial Centers,
Night Clubs,
Casinos, Etc.

• Clean Late
Model Cars

• Door to Door Service
• Local and Long distance
• Transportation to Airports
• Commercial Centers,
Night Clubs,
Casinos, Etc.

• Clean Late
Model Cars

Tels: (908) 354-4444 • (908) 354-0350

VILLANI BUS COMPANY

Buses for all occasions
ECONOMICAL • COMFORTABLE • SAFE

908-862-3333
811 E. Linden Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036

1920-2009 “Serving the Public for 89 Years”

Dee Villani President

(above, l-r) Jacob Bettinger with Casper Bauman
who he sponsored for his Confirmation at St.

Michael’s Church in Elizabeth.

(above) Theresa Bettinger
could sit in with her husband’s

band when she wasn’t
delivering babies.(above Jacob Bettinger with his string quartet “The Four Forlorn”
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RAISING FOR A GREAT CAUSE

PETERSTOWN NEWSPAPER READERS
AND ADVERTISERS RAISE $1,200

Around About Peterstown Publisher Joe Renna
ran in the Hope & Possibility 5 Mile event on Sunday,
June 28, 2009 in Central Park, NYC. Advertisers in the
newspaper donated gift certificates that were given
away to the lucky donor who was closest to guessing
the time that Joe finished the run.
• Certificate can be used as cash at the business to the right.
• Certificate and not be redeemed for cash or receive cash back as change.
• Valid only if signed by recipient.

Signature________________________________________________________

PeterstownNJ.com
www.firstgiving.com/supportoursoldiers

All donations go to the Achilles Freedom Team of Wounded and Disabled Veterans. www.firstgiving.com/supportoursoldiers.

Check out the ad for the busiensses that donated
on page numer indicated in the left column.
13BAYWAY LIQUORS
639 Bayway Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07202

14BELLA GINA DELI
1025 W. St. Georges Ave, Lindan, NJ 07036
9BUDGET PRINTING
70 Westfield Avenue, Clark, NJ 07066

13 CAFFÉ CALABRIA
620 Third Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07202
8COLTONS PHARMACY
851 Elizabeth Ave, Elizabeth, NJ 07201

14DICOSMO'S ICES
714 Fourth Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07202

14 JOANNE'S LUNCHEONETTTE
461 Third Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07202

14 JOHN'S CAFFE
574 Second Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07202

14MAGIC FOUNTAIN
300 Williamson Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202

12MICHELINO'S RESTAURANT
169 Washington Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07202

14 SANTILLO'S PIZZA
639 So. Broad St., Elizabeth, NJ 07202

13 SPIRITO'S RESTAURANT
714 Third Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07202

14 TOMMY'S PIZZA
1063 Fairmount Ave, Elizabeth, NJ 07201

17UNION COUNTY GARDEN SUPPLY
1455 St. Georges Ave, Roselle, NJ 07203

13VALENTINA'S GRILL
313 Atlantic Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202

GUESS CONTRIBUTOR
30:35:00 Elaine Nigro
38:54:00 Peter Canu
48:00:00 Paul Cuzzola
48:36:00 Robert Borg
49:30:00 Dennis Horin
49:59:00 Dita Brodin
50:00:00 Jim Sacca
50:10:00 Rahway Art Hive
50:15:00 Tom Macnamara
50:25:00 John Sacco
51:12:00 Cathy McCue
51:25:00 Angela Vella
52:00:00 Charlie Mushalko
52:14:00 Bill McCue
52:30:00 Tom Macnamara
52:48:00 Joe Adona
53:17:00 Joe Adona
54:00:00 Paul Cuzzola
54:10:00 Joe Adona
54:12:00 Dennis Horin
54:48:00 Joe Adona
54:56:00 Patty Figerato
54:59:00 Dita Brodin
55:00:00 Linda Tirone
55:05:00 Rahway Art Hive
55:10:00 Lou Sturniolo
55:16:00 Vito Bellino

55:21:00 Angela Vella
55:46:00 Joe Adona
56:16:00 Joe Adona
56:20:00 Tom Donahue
57:00:00 Spirito Girls
57:13:00 Charlie Wischusen
57:20:00 Bob Wischusen
57:29:00 Dita Brodin
57:30:00 Louis LaBrutto
57:30:00 Joe Adona
58:10:00 Lou Sturniolo
58:12:00 Joe Adona
58:20:00 Rita LaBrutto
58:27:00 Vincent Renna
58:38:00 Beniamino Farina
58:45:00 Royal Moore
59:00:00 Jim DeSalvo
59:09:00 Angela Vella
59:14:00 Stella Agliata
59:45:00 Dennis Horin
59:59:00 Dita Brodin
60:01:00 Kate Conroy
60:02:00 Mike Giordano
60:05:00 Charles Saunders
60:10:00 Rev Pat Diver
60:12:00 Paul Cuzzola
60:15:00 Paul Cuzzola

60:15:00 Royal Moore
60:30:00 Mark Corsi
60:35:00 Al Santillo
61:03:00 Jim DeSalvo
61:04:00 Mike Giordano
61:09:00 Marie Pinkiewicz
61:20:00 Royal Moore
61:25:00 Tom Macnamara
61:32:00 John Sacco
62:10:00 Lou Sturniolo
62:15:00 Christina DasDantos
62:15:00 Royal Moore
62:29:00 Dita Brodin
62:32:00 Tom Donahue
62:35:00 Vincent Renna
62:46:00 Anna Crincoli
63:00:00 George LaBrutto
63:00:00 Dr. Richard Lewis
63:35:00 Jim Cole
63:40:00 Tom Macnamara
63:59:00 Dennis Horin
64:02:00 Joe Spirito
64:07:00 Marie Pinkiewicz
64:15:00 Tom Donahue
64:19:00 Beniamino Farina
64:59:00 Dita Brodin
65:10:00 Lou Sturniolo

65:23:00 Carmine Giannetta
65:35:00 Anthony Searisi
65:45:00 Rahway Art Hive
66:32:00 Giovanni Cerullo
67:10:00 Tom Donahue
67:22:00 Angela Vella
67:56:00 Robert Shelbourne
68:00:00 Rich Mazza
68:00:00 Dr. Richard Lewis
68:02:00 Antonio Milano
68:07:00 Mike Giordano
68:14:00 Vincent Renna
69:00:00 Paul Alirangues
69:08:00 Lorraine Kelly
69:48:00 Michael Vena
70:00:00 Anthony Izzo
70:03:00 Mike Giordano
70:10:00 Lou Sturniolo
71:00:00 Dr. Richard Lewis
71:09:00 Mike Giordano
71:25:00 Simone Pace
72:03:00 Nancy Gersick
72:30:00 Onofrio Vitullo
72:37:00 Vincent Renna
73:00:00 Dr. Richard Lewis
75:00:00 Steve Fedorochko
75:24:00 Angela Vella
75:30:00 John Sacco

77:26:00 Simone Pace
79:00:00 Onofrio Vitullo
79:19:00 Lorraine Kelly
80:07:00 L.J. Orsi
80:18:00 Jaqueline Fabre
80:20:00 John Sacca
83:12:00 Jaqueline Fabre
84:20:00 Jim Palermo
85:02:00 Joe Caporaso
86:00:00 John Sacco
86:37:00 Raymond Vella
87:30:00 Chris Guenther
89:10:00 Rahway Art Hive
89:29:00 Horatio Borg
90:00:00 Rahway Art Hive
92:17:00 Javier Alvarez
95:00:00 Aldo Perrotti
100:00:00 Anthony Magaletta
100:00:00 Cheryl Hathaway
100:19:00 Jaqueline Fabre
102:00:00 Paul Alirangues
103:00:00 Paul Alirangues
113:00:00 Paul Alirangues
113:03:00 Doris matey
113:04:00 Nino Arcieri
117:08:00 Joseph Gambino
118:11:00 Diane Iazetta
125:15:00 Jim Malta

(left, top) the list of advertisers in the Peterstown Newspaper that donated gift certificates.
(left) The front and back of the gift certificates that were given to the winners.
(below) List of contributors and the times that they guessed.

(above) Joe puts on an
extra kick to pass a runner
at finish line who was
texting while she ran.

(left) Joa Adona. (above) Joe and Tom MacNamara.

After Joe Renna, the publisher of Around About
Peterstown Newspaper, signed up to run in the five mile
fundraiser in Central Park he came up with an idea to raise
more money for the cause. His request for help from his
advertisers and readers was answered in a big way.
The idea was to have advertisers donate gift certificates

that can be given away as a prize. Every advertiser he
asked did not hesitate to give. The gift certificates
totalled $500.
He regrets that he did ask more advertisers because

those who were not asked stated they would have loved to
participate. This just shows that the generosity and support
for one another in Peterstown community is phenomenal.

Joe wanted to express his appreciation to John Sacco,
Kevin MacNamara and Jim Sacca for their generosity.
On the other side of the idea, Joe asked his readers to

donate $5 for which they would also get to guess the time
it would take him to run the five miles. He was able to
raise $1,200 and a lot of interest in the cause.
His Aunt Elaine was most optimistic guessing that Joe

would finish in just over thirty minutes. Jim Malta had no
faith at all and guessed it would take Joe over two hours.
Joe was proud to claim that he finished in 54 minutes

and 39 seconds. The prize of the gift certificates were split
between Tom MacNamara and Joe Adona. Tom guessed
nine seconds faster and Joe nine seconds slower.

(above, l-r) Richard and Enza Jacobowitz with three
wheelchair recipients and Mary Bryant, Vice
President of Achilles, and Founder of Freedom Team
of Wounded Veterans.

On behalf of Team S.O.S. – Support Our Soldiers
Enza Jacobowitz would like to thank everyone who
participated and supported the Hope & Possibility 5M.
She is very pleased to say that with Team S.O.S. have
raised over $26,000.00 and have purchased seven hand
crank wheelchairs. Each chair has been endowed in
honor of some very special young men: LCpl. Michael
A. Schwarz, LCpl. Brian P. Parrello, Sgt. Matthew
Fenton, and her brother Cpl. Luigi Marciante Jr. You
may or may not have known Louie, Brian, Michael or
Matthew but they were all someone’s son, brother,
father, husband and friend.
Team S.O.S. – was born out of a concept to honor

Sgt. Matthew Fenton
Little Ferry, NJ

Marine
KIA May 5, 2006

L. Cpl. Michael Schwarz
Carlstadt, New Jersey

Marine
KIA November 27, 2006

L. Cpl. Brian P. Parrello
West Milford, New Jersey

Marine
KIA December 30, 2004

fallen and wounded veterans and is compiled of
families who have lost their loved ones to the war in
Iraq and Afghanistan. They have chosen the Endow a
Chair program to honor their loved ones. The Achilles
Freedom Team has given them an opportunity to give
back to the veteran community while keeping the
memories of their loved ones alive.
Enza would like to thank the amazing community of

Peterstown – the heart and soul of Elizabeth, NJ, Lt.
Jim Sacca and colleagues of Elizabeth’s finest, and her
awesome team of 85 members who traveled from all
over New Jersey, Pennsylvania and New York to
participate.

Cpl. Luigi Marciante
Elizabeth, New Jersey

Marine
KIA September 20, 2007
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(above, l-r) Christine Cardona, Dani Cardona, Tom Macone, Regina
Cimino, Shannon Santiago tie a computer chip to their running shoes.
The timing device was supplied by the New York Runners Club who
lists the official results of the run on their website www.nyrr.org.

(above, l-r) Runners representing Elizabeth’s Finest were Mike Kurinzi, Helder Deabreu, Ryan
Shaughnessy, Rich Shaughnessy, James Kearns, Howard Decker, Giacomo Sacca, David Derosa,
and Chris McMahon. All are police officers except Ryan who is Rich’s son.

TEAM S.O.S.

(above) Luigi’s son Lorenzo is encouraged
accross the finish line by Alisha Donnelly

(573) Katie Clark (380) and his mom
Stephanie (5705).

(above) Team S.O.S. had 85 runners/walkers as part of 4,000 participating
in the Hope & Possibility event on June 28, 2009 in Central Park, NYC.

The vision for The Broken Hearts Memorial came to
artist Jim McKeon one day during a conversation about
iconic tattoo symbols with a friend who had a son serving
in Iraq. It started out as a small idea to paint a cracked
heart on a canvas and grew into a wall consisting of
nineteen interlocking panels that, when assembled,
stretch over 36’ long and reach over 9’ high.
In honor of every U.S. Soldier who has lost his or her

life in Iraq, along with their parents and families who
have had to endure the loss, a broken heart with the word
“MOM” will be painted on the memorial. It will be a
small tribute to the great sacrifices these brave soldiers
and their families have made for our country.
By receiving a pledge of a $10 donation for each heart,

Jim’s goal is to raise over $43,000 for The National
Intrepid Center of Excellence in Bethesda, MD. The
National Intrepid Center of Excellence is a new state of
the art research and treatment facility for injured soldiers
and their families.
On September 12th, the City of Rahway will have an

Official Ribbon Cutting Ceremony and the general public
will be invited to come participate and show their
gratitude to our fallen soldiers and their families by
painting a heart with the word “MOM” on the memorial.
(Rain date : September 13).
All donations are tax deductible. Checks can be made

payable to: “The Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund”
c/o the Broken Hearts Memorial
43 East Cherry Street, Rahway, NJ 07065
Donations can be made directly on the memorial’s

website, fallenheroesfund.org., with the promo code
“HEART” typed in the comment/note box.

BROKEN HEARTS MEMORIAL WILL BE A LIVING TRIBUTE TO FALLEN HEROES

(above) Accursio along
with his father and

other volunteers
helped paint the

background on the
panels, a single, life-
size silhouette of a

soldier on duty.

(below, l-r) Artist Jim McKeon describes his concept
for the memorial to Lorenzo Marciante and his son
Accursio using a scale model in his studio on Cherry
Street in Rahway, NJ. Lorenzo’s son Luigi was killed in
action on September 20, 2007

The shape of the wall is open hexagons - vulnerable
when standing alone, but strong when placed together.
The design symbolizes how our soldiers protect each
other everyday in combat - sometimes giving their lives.

The wall is constructed so that it can be a permanent,
traveling, or temporary installation.



Recipes
Submitted by Jorge and Jose Pesantes

Valentina’s Italian Restaurant, Rahway, NJ

Shrimp Palermo
INGREDIENTS & PREPARATION*:
Butterfly cut buttered shrimp for one serving.
Cook in seafood broth adding:
a splash of Sherry Wine,
a splash of lemon juice,
a pinch Parmesan Cheese,
a pinch garlic powder,
a pinch Nutmeg,
a pinch Salt & Pepper

Chicken da Vinci
INGREDIENTS & PREPARATION:
Sautee Chicken Breast in Olive Oil, Garlic,
Balsamic Vinegar, and onions until fully cooked.
Plate Chicken then top with fresh Mozzarella and
Roasted Peppers. Serve with a starch side and
vegetables.
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ITALIAN RESTAURANT

HERE ARE SOME OF OUR DISHES:
• Zuppa Di Clams • Chicken Francaise •
• Clams Oreganato • Chicken Picata •
• Mussels Marinara • Clams Casino
• Crab Cakes • Penne a la Vodka
• Tortellini Alfredo • Veal Parm •

• Fried Calamari • and much, much more!!!

B.Y.O.B.
Make Your Reservations Today.

732-381-4477
956 St. Georges Avenue
Rahway, NJ 07065
Fax: 732-381-4737

www.valentinasrestaurant.com

REGULAR PINOCCHIO DINERS FOLLOW
FAVORITE CHEFS AT VALENTINA’S IN RAHWAY

(left, l-r) Jorge
and Jose

Pesantes see
many of their

Elizabeth
friends in
Rahway.

(right) Specials appear on a sandwich board outside of
Valentina’s Italian Restaurant.

The specials indicated on this day are:
Crabs, Steamed, Scampi or Fra Diavolo;

Fresh Tuna, Zuppa di Clams; Buffalo Calamari;
Oysters Rockefeller; and Cat Fish Fra Diavolo.

Pinocchio’s Restaurant was a landmark on South
Elmora Avenue and a favorite for many regular
customers looking for a pizzeria with a full menu. The
place was family friendly and always busy. One of the
reasons for its success was a pair of brothers, Jorge and
Jose Pesantes, who were as much a part of Pinocchio’s as
its light fixtures.
Jorge worked at Pinocchio’s for nineteen years. His

first job when he arrived from Ecuador. He was able to
get his brother a job at the restaurant the following year.
Over the years they worked at every task needed to run
the restaurant, from washing dishes to management.
Over a twenty year span they easily became experts as
restauranteurs.
When Pinocchio’s closed down two years ago the

brothers had to think about their future. It wasn’t a hard
decision for older brother Jorge to take a chance and
open his own place with his brother by his side.
He found a restaurant that had a long history of its

own that was closed down. Teps was located at 956 St.
Georges Avenue in Rahway and maintained a popular
base of people looking for authentic Italian food.
Jorge renovated the old Teps local and renamed it

Valentina’s. He took his menu that he developed over
the years at Pinocchio’s and spruced it up with specials .
The menu is still Italian cuisine but he has improved
some dishes with his own personal touch. For example
where a recipe once called for ham Jorge and Jose
substitute prosciutto.
The displaced Pinochio folks that he has known for

two decades don’t mind the five mile trek from Elizabeth
to Rahway to see their old pal. Tep regulars have also
tested Valentino’s and have been returning.

Not for Nothing But...
unlike his flambé, Jorge

is not a flash in a pan.

*All pinches and
splashes are
measured to one’s
personal taste.

Fine Food • Cocktails • Salad Bar

EVERY DAY IS SPECIAL
Tuesday - All You Can Eat Buffet

Featuring a Greek Buffet every last Tuesday of the Month

Wednesday - Kids Nite

Thursday - Prime Rib w/Soup & Salad Bar

Saturday

/Sunday - All You Can Eat Breakfast Buffet

(732) 382-7755
Fax: (732) 382-3905

1030 Raritan Road
Clark, NJ 07066
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Mediterranean & Mexican Cuisine
www.tequilasgrill.org

Catering for all occasions
908.965.1002

Reservations suggested for 6 or more.
Fax: 908-965-1003

824 Pearl Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07208

908-355-7550
313 ATLANTIC STREET • ELIZABETH, NJ

OPEN
Mon-Sat

•
Breakfast

•
Lunch
•

Walk-up
Window

•
Outdoor
seating

Hot Dogs
•

Burgers
•

Steaks
•

Chicken
Fingers

•
Sausage

•
Fries

Family Owned since 2009Phone & Fax is the same #.

A taste of Italy

908-469-2885
Fax: 908-469-2733

620 Third Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

Caffe, Dolce & Brick Oven Pizzeria

Spirito’s
908-351-5414

714 Th
ird Ave

nue, E
lizabet

h NJ

Closed
Monda

ys

4th Gen
eration

• Since
1932

Serving
Italian

meals
for ove

r sixty
years.

Parties &
Catering
Available

BYOB

(908) 497-1990

10 South Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

CranfordBistro.com

715 Fourth Avenue
Peterstown section of Elizabeth, NJ

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK Closed Tues 908-352-2100
KITCHEN: Sun 3:00pm-11pm, Fax: 908-352-2101
Mon & Wed 4pm-11pm, Thurs, Fri & Sat 4pm-12am
OPEN FOR LUNCH: Thurs & Fri 11am - 3am
BAR: Sun 3pm-2am, Mon & Wed 4pm-2am, Thurs, Fri & Sat 4pm-3am,

CATERING
on or off premises

WE DELIVER! WE DELIVER!

HALL FOR HIRE
up to 60 people

DO NOT BE CONFUSED BY
THE TWO VALENTINA’S

TRY THE RENNA BURGER

Valentina’s Hot Dogs & Grill, which is located on
Atlantic Street in Elizabeth is not affiliated with
Valentina’s Italian Restaurant located on St. Georges
Avenue in Rahway.
The one in Elizabeth serves quick breakfast and

lunches to the on-the-go work force in Elizabeth and
neighborhood folks that are looking for a convenient
place for takeout, The other is a full sitdown restaurant
with a full menu and B.Y.O.B. accommodations, for
families, couples and business lunch and dinners.
Though both are excellent places to eat, they serve

two different clientele, or better yet the same clientele
but at different times.

Ray Vella once asked me what I liked on my hot dog
and I said that I preferred hamburgers, and that I like to
mix relish, mayonnaise and ketchup in a bowl and use it
as my specials sauce. Now I see that Ray has put the
burger topping on his menu and named it the Renna
Burger.
Ray has been a great supporter of the newspaper and

a loyal friend to me for years. I, in turn, try to help him
as much as I can with his civic association. He wanted
to show his appreciation for my help and to
acknowledge the work that goes into putting the
Peterstown Newspaper together.
Seeing my name in his menu feels a little funny, but

it is also touching. It is a pretty bold statement that is
made with much sincerity. It is not just a gratuitous sign
of appreciation of a commitment to his word.
Thanks Ray, and your lovely wife Angela for

thinking of me in such a special way.

(above) Inside spread of Valentina’s menu with the Renna Burger listing blown up in the insert.



Aug 09

14

BELLA GINA’S
ITALIAN DELI

Where you are treated like family
Gina Miranda, Jim Miranda and Anthony Garofalo

Catering • Café
908-925-6868 • Fax 908-925-5736

BLOCKBUSTER PLAZA
1025W. St. Georges Ave. • Linden, NJ

NEW 2nd LOCATION!!!
529 Inman Ave. • Colonia, NJ

732-827-0060 • Fax 732-827-0062

- Eat in / Take out -
- Hot & Cold Catering -

- Salad Bar -
- Daily Hot Specials -
- Sandwich Platters -

41 ALDEN ST. • CRANFORD, NJ 07016

(908)272-3290
Fax (908) 272 5313

Open Daily From
Mon Thru Fri: 7 am to 6 pm
Sat: 7:30 am to 4:30 pm
Sun: 8 am to 1:30 pm

Italian Delicacies
CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Hot & Cold Subs
Mozzarella Made Fresh Daily
Famous Focaccia Bread Sandwiches

DiCosmos’ ITALIAN DELI
& CATERING

CLARKTON SHOPPING CENTER (732) 669-0388
1073 RARITAN ROAD, CLARK, N.J. Fax: (732) 669-0391

“Over 75 years of service”

OPEN DAILY:
Mon-Fri: 9:00 AM - 8:00 PM

Sat: 9:00 AM-.6:00 PM
Sun: 9:00 AM-.3:00 PM

Garry DiCosmo
Proprietor

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE FOR UP TO 40 PEOPLE.

MAGIC FOUNTAIN ICE CREAM & GRILL
Open year round serving breakfast, lunch and dinner

FREE DELIVERY
DAILY SPECIALS

Call Ahead for Speedy Pick-Up

CATERING AVAILABLE
300 Williamson Street,

Elizabeth NJ
(908) 351-3133

SERVING PIZZA, BURITOS, ICE CREAM & MORE

ASK US ABOUT
OUR CATERING
MENU FOR

YOUR HOLIDAY
PARTIES

Copies of
AROUND ABOUT
PETERSTOWN
Always Available

TOMMY’S PIZZA
& RESTAURANT

Tony Paternostro

WE DELIVER
1063 Fairmount Ave.
Elizabeth, NJ 07201

908-289-2277 Fax: 908-289-4883

“A real brick oven produces a fabulous crust”
Since 1918

check us out at merchantcircle.com, keyword: Santillo’s

908-354-1887
WE DELIVER

639 So. Broad St. • Elizabeth, NJ
Al & Lorraine Santillo, Proprietors
“Best in New Jersey” - Star Ledger

Pinho’s
Bakery

1027 Chestnut Street • Roselle, NJ

908-245-4388
Tuesday - Saturday 5am - 7pm

Sunday 5am - 6pm

Dicosmo’s Ices
Homemade
ITALIAN ICE

Since 1915

714 Fourth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

John and Nancy DiCosmo q a u t

“A casual place with exquisite food.”
The house of the Parrillada del Patrõn and the Meat Entraña.
Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner.
Weekdays: 11 am to 2 am, Weekends: 11 am to 3 am

(908) 353-7113
1109 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

City Tavern and Restaurant

PRIVATE PARTIES

PJ DEBUTS NEW CD

WEDDING AND DINNER BELLS

JOANNE’S LUNCHEONETTE
Family owned and operated since 1980.

Hot & Cold Catering
Daily home made soups

Specials & Deserts
“Phyllis’ Specialty Cakes”

908-355-3513
461 Third Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ

(above, r-l) PJ is visited on stage at Just Jake’s in
Montclair by his uncle, Anthony Bottitta and his
mother Eileen, joined by drummer Corey Rawls, bass
player, Antar Goodwin.

(above, r-l) Giovanni Cerullo and Christa Sporer.

After years of playing Jazz PJ Cotroneo has regrouped
and went back to his rock roots. PJ is a guitar virtuoso
and his exceptional skill comes through clearly on his
new CD. He is even more impressive live.
PJ debuted the CD on Sunday July 26, 2009 at Just

Jake’s in Montclair, New Jersey. The CD, named Here
Today, consists of ten original songs. They are distinct
from one another but are tied together by a common
original style.
PJ’s jazz influences come through on many cuts and

more so when he is seen live. The tenor sax and trumpet
sets the music apart from the ordinary.
PJ’s playing is very clean. It can be hard, but not over

whelming. With eyes closed it would be hard to tell if
the guitar playing was PJ or one of his iconic influences.
At times the band sounded like Cream, other times like
the Allman brothers. He mixed some rhythmic Rock
and Roll numbers in with some long jams with every
member of the band taking a turn at the lead.
PJ keeps his fans posted on his my space site

PJCotroneoband.com. He is selling his CD for $10,
shipping included, to anyone who sends a check payable
to: PJ Cotroneo Band

P.O. Box 964, Union, NJ 07083.

On October 11, 2009 Giovanni (John) Cerullo will
marry Christa Sporer. Both are from families that have
food establishments in the Peterstown section of
Elizabeth, NJ.
John is the grandson of the late Giovanni Cerullo

who opened his Cafe in 1963, that the family still
operates on the corner of Second Avenue and Amity
Street. Christa is the granddaughter of the late Frank
Spirito of Spirito’s Restaurant which is still family owned
since 1932.
John is an Elizabeth Firefighter and Christa is a

teacher in town.
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NICOLE SPIRITO: TOP INTERN TO TOP CHEF

TOM COLICCHIO CAN COOK ON GUITAR TOO

Nicole Spirito is a senior at Emerson College in
Boston, MA, majoring in Entertainment Marketing and
Public Relations with a minor in Business. She is 20
years old but is very driven and works hard in her
pursuits.
She balances her course schedule with a full time job

as a bartender in Cambridge, and also finds the time to
coordinate a few charity events for local causes including
the Avon Foundation, the Red Sox Scholars and The
Neely House of the Cam Neely Foundation.
With idle time on her hands between semesters,

Nicole started looking for opportunities to work in her
field of study. The experience working on a real
production would be a great learning experience.
Finding a paying job for students is a very competitive

ordeal, especially with a prestigious show. But Nicole
knew people in high places and went right to the Top,
literally and descriptively. Top Chef, the Emmy award
winning cooking show on the Bravo network is one of
T.V.’s top rated shows. The head judge on the show is

Tom Colicchio who’s family hails from the Peterstown
section of Elizabeth, New Jersey where, as fate would
have it, so does Joe Spirito, Nicole’s father.
Joe contacted Tom in search of an opportunity for

Nicole and in turn, Tom set Nicole up with the
company that produces his show.
The sixth season was taped in Las Vegas and Nicole

went out there for approximately thirty days, the entire
month of May. She worked in production, and assisted
in a myriad of assignments, including clerical and on-
the-set, that helped the show run smoothly and be
executed on time. She worked with Tom directly quite
a few times on the set.
Nicole described the experience as amazing and

would absolutely work on season seven if she was given
the opportunity again.

Top Chef: Las Vegas, is premiering Wednesday,
August 19, 2009 at 9 p.m. ET/PT.

Celebrity Chef Tom Colicchio is gaining notoriety in
an entirely different venue recently, the stage. Sightings
of Tom joining bands on stage to jam a little have
surfaced over the years on the blogosphere. Posters, who
tend to be kvetching, actually had high praise for his
playing, and for his singing to boot.
Tom’s received official recognition as a guitar

enthusiast by being selected as the cover story for the
premier edition of Guitar Aficionado magazine which
gives an inside look at the exotic instruments and
wondrous collections of people who are passionate about
guitars and life's finer things-including watches, spirits,
cars and fashion.

Not for Nothing But...
Hendrix lit his guitar on

fire but Tom could

flambé dinner with his.
(above) Tom Colicchio on the cover
of the premier issue of Guitar Aficionado magazine.

(right, l-r) Nicole
with her dad
Joe Spirito.

A family business.

Email us for

a free consultation.

info@rennamedia.com
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On Saturday, July 11, 2009, six volunteer carpenters
from the Carpenter’s Union, Local 119, arrived early in
the morning at St. Joseph’s Social Service Center, to
build shelves in the garage so the staff would have a
place to store the supplies for the Soup Kitchen which
serves over 200 people every Saturday of the year.
The staff has very little space in which to store their

paper supplies to feed the hungry each week and these
carpenters turned the garage into a beautiful storage
space where things can now be stored neatly and
efficiently. St. Joseph’s staff and the people they serve

CARPENTER’S UNION REACHES OUT TO THE POOR
Submitted by Sister Mary Eleanor

(above, l-r) Ken Negrod Manuel Ortega Michael Travistino, Lonnie Hedges
Michael Hedges and Taras Dyachenko.

are deeply grateful to the six men from the carpenter’s
union who so generously gave of their time and skills for
an entire day to help the poor in this way.
A great big thank you must go especially to Manuel

Ortega and Michael Travistino, Council Representatives
for the New Jersey regional council of carpenters, who
coordinated the entire effort and made it possible for St.
Joseph’s to better organize their supplies and donations
for the soup kitchen and the Food Pantry. God bless
these men from Local 119 for their generous service to
the poor.

ROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWS

We finance: No Money Down / No Interest / No Payments for 12 months!

Go to our website for special offers and coupons:
JoeKnowsMyHome.com

t ] u qAccredited Business Member of the Better Business Bureau.

License number 13VH01740900

OBAMA’S STIMULUS BILL INCREASES
TAX CREDITS TO $1,500

FOR HOME IMPROVEMENTS!

OBAMA’S STIMULUS BILL INCREASES
TAX CREDITS TO $1,500

FOR HOME IMPROVEMENTS!
We install the Greenest Products that qualify for this rebate.

Our products are rated higher then Andersen, Pella, and Marvin.
You can save up to 30% on the cost while saving the planet too.

Call for details.

Since 1953, your neighbors have trusted
Joe Percario General Contracting for all

their home remodeling needs.

As Seen On

TV

Everything is in full swing for the opening day of
school, which will be September 9, 2009. Enrollment is
on the upswing, so much so we have a waiting list for
certain classes.
On August 14, students from Paramus Catholic will

be arriving to paint our school. The students are
completing a community service project.

Note these dates:

September 9, 2009 Opening Day of School

September 22 at 7 PM Back to School Night

Friday October 2 at 9 AM Feast of the
Guardian Angel*

*Celebrate with Bishop Marconi and Bishop Cruz.
ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND.

NEWS FROM OUR LADY OF
GUADALUPE ACADEMY

(above, l-r) Receptionist Secretary Lisete Gomes,
Assistant Secretary Martina Torretta, and Principal
Deacon Joe Caporaso prepping Our Lady of Guadalupe
Academy for its grand opening in September.
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Union County
LANDSCAPE & GARDEN SUPPLY

31/2% SALES TAX
GREAT PRICES!
CONVENIENT LOCATION!

Some of the items we carry:
� Scotts Lawn Products
� Decorative Stone
� Mason Supplies
� Retaining Walls
� Accent Boulders
� Belgium Block

WHY TRAVEL FAR LOOKING FOR SUPPLIES WHEN WE ARE RIGHT NEXT DOOR!

1455 St. Georges Avenue, Roselle, NJ
(1/4 mile south of Warinanco Park) 908-620-9200

� Week Killer
� Seasonal Items
� Annuals/Perennials
� Fertilizers
� Shrubs
� Topsoil

� Pavers
� Mulch
� Yard Tools
� Firewood
� Sod
� Salt/Calcium

Carpet
Choice LLC

223 W. St. George Ave. Linden, NJ
Daniel Bocanegra

thecarpetchoice@yahoo.com

20-50% OFF
with this ad.

908-333-8067

SALES & SERVICE / RESIDENT & COMMERCIAL

Wall to Wall Carpet / Laminate & Vinyl Floors

Affordable repair jobs / Re-Stretch Carpet

Basement Clean-up / Carpet Cleaning

Harwood Floor Sanding & Repairs

MIKE MOSCARITOLO AUTHORS NOSTALGIC AUTOBIOGRAPHY

(908) 354-2288 fax: (908) 354-4901
461 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ 07206

www.apsplumbing.com

AMERICAN
Plumbing & Heating

Supply Company

Need
A Good
Plumber?

ALLIANCE PLUMBING
M.P. J.P. Higgins • Lic. No. 10168

732-602-9703
Serving Central New Jersey

• Sinks • New Bathrooms
• Toilets • Water Heaters
• Drains • Leaky Faucets
• Showers • Radiators
• Boilers • Dishwashers
• Garbage Disposals • Tubs

All Plumbing & Heating Repairs & Installations

Mike Moscaritolo wanted to give his grandchildren a
meaningful gift, a keepsake that can be passed on to
future generations. He thought about his life and his
family and decided that sharing his experiences with his
grandsons would be the perfect thing to do. So Mike, a
retired barber, sat down and wrote a book titled “A True
Story In My Own Words.”.
The book is an amazing look at the world over the

past century from Mike’s perspective. What is amazing is
that every reader can relate to his story.
The emotion, passion and angst that her refers to in

himself is experienced universally. Even though the
reader may not have been in the same situations as
Mike, he writes in such detail that he puts the reader in
them. The reader feels what Mike felt.
The book has a historic appeal to it also. The world

events that Mike does write about were actually part of
many people’s lives. His recollections of his life as a
soldier during World War II are written with accuracy.
He adds his personal feelings to otherwise academic
accounts of the Battle of the Bulge and the Battlefield in
Belgium. He writes of the lost lives and the mystery of
his own survival.
Though the perils of War seemed overwhelming, the

prevailing concern for Mike, above everything, was his
wife Mary. His love for his wife is the common theme
throughout the entire book.
He treats their relationship with the same candor he

did the war. The love story blossoms from their shy
meeting, onto the high school prom and through 65
years of marriage.
Mary Faccone and Mike both grew up in the

Peterstown section of Elizabeth, NJ. A neighborhood
with many first and second generation Italian
immigrants. Mike writes richly about his culture and
makes refferences to his neighbors and friends to a point
that his tome can easily be passed down to their families
as an heirloom as well.
The book is written in small vignettes. Though he

claims not to be a writer many people would argue
otherwise. The photos alone are worth a thousand words
each. The sixty photos include family portraits from
Vallata, Italy, pictures from parts of Europe during the
war and family and friends for Elizabeth from the past
and present.
There has been a clamor from people who want to

purchase the book but Mike only self published 100

copies to give as gifts with no intention of
selling any. Now that his stock is depleted
he may be coaxed into printing another run.
Today Mike and Mary liveing Kissimmee,

Florida. They have one son, Michael, who is
a Medical Doctor, and two grandsons, Eric
and Brian. And now a legacy that will last
forever.

(right) Mike’s Grandmother Vincenza
Mazza carrying water on the streets of

Vallata, Italy in 1946.

(above, l-r) Mike and Mary in 1943.

(above) Mike coming home from
Bremman, Germany in 1946.

BUYING, SELLING OR OWN
A HOME WITH AN OIL TANK?
Call about our tank testing and protection program.

To keep your family comfortable
all winter long your heating company
had better be extra special.

HOME HEATING OIL
AND DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY

Prompt, Courteous Service
Call for details.

Serving Union and Middlesex Counties for over 50 years
and enjoys a reputation for integrity and reliability.

• Oil boiler & furnace installation and service
• Storage tank protection program
• Tank replacement
• Tank testing

Watch for our RED trucks
For over 50 years

our“RED TRUCKS”
have been a recognized symbol
of know how and reliability.

908-351-0313
Family owned business

Since 1946

(right) Mike book was written as an
heirloom for his grandsons.

(above) Mike, owner of Elmora
Barber Shop, cutting hair in 1966.
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18 TRIKZ IS NOW ON THE BIG SCREEN AND
IN THE GUINNESS BOOK OF WORLD RECORDS.
Luis “Trikz” Da Silva Jr., the basketball handling

phenom from Elizabeth, has traveled the world putting
his skills on display. He has been able to parlay his
success by pursuing several of his ambitions.
Since his breakthrough performance on a Nike

commercial when he was 18, Luis has ventured into
different venues that showcased his basketball prowess.
He also made use of his creativity, imagination and
interest in style to develop other enterprising interests.
Luis circled the globe playing for the Harlem Wizards.

In 2007 Stephon Marbury chose Da Silva to represent
his clothing line “Starbury” in which he toured the U.S.
He combined his interset in technology with his

knowledge of the game and starred in several video
games including the “NBA Ballers” series. He also
starred in “L.A. Rush” which sold over a million copies
in its first month. The moves on the “AND1 Street Ball”
game use a motion capturing technique of Trikz

performing.
During the halftime show of the 2009 NBA All-Star

Game, Da Silva made it into the Guinness Book of
World Records by catching a basketball on his neck 24
consecutive times as 30,000 fans chanted him on.
Luis was the fourth overall pick in the inaugural

draft for the Premier Basketball League (PBL) in 2007.
He has since been picked to play by the league’s
Maryland NightHawks.
Trikz has started his own entertainment company

producing instructive basketball DVDs. He has an
interest in creating his own style, from his car to his
clothing.
Out of all the projects that Luis is involved in, he

gets most excited about his acting. His resume on
imdb.com (Internet Movie Database) now has four
films to his credit, added to his four T.V. appearances
and eleven commercials.

(left)
Luis “Trikz”

Da Silva Jr. makes
a baseline move to
the silver screen.

(above and right) Luis is
finding his range as an actor
with roles in
Frankie’s Mambo (04),
The Brave One (07),
Clear Lake (08)
and Pride & Glory (08)

(above, r-l) Da Silva plays opposite Naveen Andrews
and Jodie Foster in the 2007 movie The Brave One.

(above, r-l) Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage presented
Da Silva with trophy when he was inducted into the

city’s Athletic Hall of Fame, with Chairman Ed Jackus.

Area’s Finest
Junior Bowling
Program

Jersey LanesJersey LanesJersey Lanes

30 Park Avenue, Linden • 908-486-6300 • www.jerseylanes.com

BOWL ONE GAME GET ONE FREE
Not valid with any other offer. Limit one free
game per person per visit. Expires 9/30/09.

• WINTER LEAGUES NOW FORMING For kids and adults
• Clean, Friendly Atmosphere
• Featuring Snack Bar, Full-Service Pro Shop and LoungeULTRA MODERN 42 LANE CENTER

The Perfect Place for Birthdays,
Private Parties and Corporate Events!

908.354.2200
Fax: 908.354.2221
400 Trinity Place, Elizabeth, NJ 07201

Lic # 03259A
SPIES HECKER

Manager Lazaro Amaro “Laz”

• Professional color matching
• Frame work specialists

• Oven-baked painting
• Collision experts
• Free estimates

• Vinyl tops
• Glass

bob & richies
SUNOCO

PROFESSIONAL AUTO SERVICE
675 Newark Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

Inspection / Emission Repair Facility
908-289-9797 • 908-355-4641

Master Technician Service Specialist

CLEVELAND AUTO & TIRE
Tel: (908) 352-6355 Fax: (908) 351-2753

Third Avenue & Loomis Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07206

J. DeSalvo

FREE BATTERY &
ALTERNATOR TEST with

this ad



TORRETTA GOING TO JR. PAN AM GAMES
Calogero Torretta of Cranford, NJ, has made the

U.S.A. Junior Olympic Team. At 15 years old he will be
competing in the 2009 Pan-Am Games in El Salvador
and the the Junior World Championships in Morocco.
He is the only team member from New Jersey.
Calogero has been competing in karate for twelve

years, since he was three years old, having won or
placed in nearly every tournament. At the “Nationals,”
he has taken six gold medals, three silvers and three
bronzes. In 2009, Calogero accomplished his dream to
make the Junior Olympic Team by winning first place in
his weight division and is now on the U.S.A. karate
team.
The culmination of his efforts earned him the

extraordinary opportunity to reach his goal of making
the U.S.A. Olympic Team for the 2012 Olympics, the
same year karate debuts as an Olympic sport.
For his first eight years he trained in Cranford at

“Judo Karate Center.” Now he is training in Long Island
with World Champion Olympic coach Tokey Hill.
Calogero is a Sophmore at Cranford high school

where he also plays on the soccer and basketball. Both
his proud parents, Jack and Gina (nee Melillo) are from
the Peterstrown Section of Elizabeth.

Under normal circumstances the U.S.A. team would
pay the expenses, but unfortunately due to the current
economic crisis the U.S. National Karate Federation is
unable to pay for junior contestants to attend their
events.
Calogero is trying to raise the money for his traveling

expenses to San Salvador and Morocco. A foundation
had been set up at TD Bank. His friends and classmates
are helping him and he is reaching out to individuals and
businesses for support.
Calogero has many people who are supporing him and

feels that he is representing each one of them along with
the U.S.A., New Jersey, Union County, Cranford and
Peterstown.
Calogero is personally taking on the responsibility of

his fundraising and coordinating his efforts from his
mom’s beauty salon. Donations can be made by check
payable to “Big C Challenge” and mailed to:
Gina Torretta
“It’s All About You”
25 North Avenue E.
Cranford, NJ 07016.
She can be reached at 908-276-2940

(right) Calogero
Torretta has
earned a spot on
the U.S.A. Junior
Karate Team.
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PLAINFIELD $950,000
Commercial

Large building with many
possibilities, presently used as a
daycare center but suitable for
manufacturing, office & retail
business, plenty of parking. Call for
more details 908-245-9301

PLAINFIELD $389,900
Gorgeous Colonial

4 BR, 2Bths, Living Rm, Dining Rm,
Granite Counter top in Kitchen, Fireplace,
Walk in closet and Jacuzzi Tub in Master
BR, Car Garage, Driveway and many
more. Call for more details 908-245-9301

N PLAINFIELD $257,000
Corner property in large lot

features 4 bedrooms, 2 Baths, Living rm.
Dining rm. Kitchen, Garage and much
more, call for more details 908-245-9301

WAYNE $349,900
(Beautiful 3BDR Ranch,

2 full bths, EIK, Dining rm, Living rm,
with fireplace, finished bsmt,
Renovated in 2007, Hardwood floors,
built in garage. Call for more details
908-245-9301

ROSELLE $240,000
Nice Colonial

Beautiful 3 BR/1 BA, Living rm, Dining
rm, EIK, new furnace, thermal windows,
move in condition, call for more details
908-245-9301

ROSELLE $180,000
Colonial

Dress it up and find a treasure.
Cheerful 3-bdrm colonial. 1bath,
Dining rm, living rm, kitchen. Its
many features include garage, asphalt
shingle roof and deck. Call for more
details 908-245-9301

ROSELLE $199,000
Attractive Ranch

Enjoy a warm welcome in this 3BR/2 BA
residence near public transportation.
This promising home features FDR. Fin
bmst. High ceilings, storm windows,
Patio, well maintained. Call for more
details 908-245-9301

MANVILLE $285,000
Very well kept cape cod,

3 Bedrms, 2 full bths, recently
updated, kitchen, living room,
garage, vinyl siding, metal fence.
Call for more details
908-245-9301

E.ORANGE $315,000
Spacious colonial with 4 bedrooms, 1.5
baths, living rm, dining room, eat in
kitchen and much more, call for more
details 908-245-9301

PLAINFIELD $399,000
Great Condition

2 Family house, each unit features 3
bedrms, 1 bth, dining rm, living rm,
kitchen. Call for more details
908-245-9301

908-245-9301
134 East Westfield Avenue

Roselle Park, NJ 07204

www.PrestigeHomeSalesonline.com

HOLLYWOOD
CARPET AND FLOORING

• Carpet • Hardwood • Vinyl • Ceramic • Resilient •
Over 13 years
of experience

We speak English, Italian and Spanish.

Warehouse Prices • All Major Brands
Residential • Commercial

908-353-3500 Fully insured
631 Fourth Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07202 Fax: 908-353-3505

FREE Estimates
Free Delivery In Elizabeth Area
10% Discount with this ad.

VIDEO PIPE INSPECTIONS
199 Main Street, Woodbridge, NJ 07095

(732) 750-3131
Fax (732) 750-3555

Family Owned & Operated
State Lic. # 4117 • State Lic. # 8456

CHIUSANO
Plumbing & Heating Corporation

• Carpentry • Marble
• Granite • Ceramic Tile

candelinokitchens.com

664 Summer St. • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

CANDELINO
KITCHENS
• Carpentry • Marble
• Granite • Ceramic Tile

908-353-6094
candelinokitchens.com

664 Summer St. • Elizabeth, NJ 07202
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