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THE TIMES THEY ARE A CHANGIN'

A

recent press release from the U.S. Census Bureau noted that the oldest of the
Baby Boomers have tuned 60 years old. Tom Brokaw has already claimed that
the WWII generation was the “Greatest Ever.” So where would the boomers stand?

Baby Boomers refers to the generation born between 1946 and 1964, named
because of the spike in births, which occurred after World War II. The oldest in
the group has just turned 60 and are just three years away from early retirement.
Economists, historians and marketing professionals, have tracked their lives.
With their lives lived under a microscope, it will be interesting to see how this
generation will be remembered.
Our two most recent presidents, George W. Bush and Bill Clinton are among
those who have turned 60. Other well-known celebrities reaching this milestone
include Cher, Donald Trump, Sylvester Stallone and Dolly Parton. These are the
names offered by the Census Bureau. Besides the list of celebrities and
newsmakers future generations will look at the events that defined the era. In
this light, Baby Boomers can make an argument that they are, if not the Greatest
Ever, then pretty darn close.
The first of the Baby Boomers turned 18 years of age in 1964. Events from
(above) Peterstown’s Rich Scofine in the Vietnam War,
that time and over the next eighteen years will be the criteria for which they will the most defining event of the Baby Boomer generation.
be judged. Significant contributions to culture, science and humanity will be
weighed against the devastation and suffering caused by their human action. The first and most defining event was the assassination if
President John F. Kennedy. This was followed by the assassination of his brother Robert and of Martin Luther King, Jr. The Vietnam War was
the most defining issue of the day. It was the catalyst for how the youth would change society - forever.
Depending on who is doing the analysis, the culture that the Baby Boomers created in the 60's and early 70's was either liberating or
destructive. Rebellion was the call to action, but so was peace. Society was split between traditionalists and a rising population of disgruntled
youth. Across the country there were mighty clashes between established pillars of society and an emboldened anti-establishment movement.
Protests were conducted over causes like civil rights, racial equality and equal rights for women. Eventually the protest would focus on the
war. It was a confusing time that pitted Americans against each other. Half the population was fighting the government, not to overthrow it,
but to improve it, while the other half were working in accordance with the government trying to improve it from within. There was
traditionalist in positions of power battling both fronts. It seemed that in either case, young Americans were suffering the brunt of the war
and government policies. The results of the tumultuous times were a raised level of freedom in America.
This new freedom lifted every segment of society, for the good and bad. Sex, Drugs and Rock and Roll was leading the way but right
behind them were advances in science and technology that were revolutionary. Advances in health, education, ecology and human services
exploded. The Baby Boomers were living and working without the restrictions of the oppressive social standards of past generations.
True, it was the Greatest Generation that laid the groundwork so that “their children could have it better than them.” They started the
housing boom and increased production of goods and services like never before and they gave birth to 80 million children. America was in
an era of unbridled prosperity.
Boomers noticed that things may have gotten a little too reckless and got their parents attention the only way they know how - they
threw a tantrum. It worked.

(left) St. Anthony’s 8th Grade class of 1966 got
together for their 40 tear reunion. Baby Boomers
in attendance were (Bottom row, l-r) Joe Capece,
Joyce Mierzejwski, Mary Anne Nufrio, Josa
Castagna, Rosemary Coppola, Joanne Manetta,
Joelyn Bongiovi,. (Second row from bottom, l-r)
Russell Nascondiglio, Paul Troncale, Michele Luisi,
Connie DeCesare, Patty Marconi, Jim Caravano,
Joe Caravano, Lorraine Cascio, Lorraine Grazio,
Ann D'Aries, Biagio Acito. (Third row from
bottom, l-r) Vince Kornmeyer, Oscar Petraglia.
(Fourth row from bottom, l-r) Sal Signorelli, Bill
DePaolo, Leonard (Dino) Annucci, Rosemary
Campo, Donna Dippolito, Donna Cutugno, Joe
Addessa, Gary Di Girolamo, Bob Vaccaro, Jim
Caravano, Sal Milazzo, Steve Mele, Jim Imbriaco.

LETTER POLICY
Around About Peterstown welcomes Letters to
the Editor at our postal, fax or e-mail addresses.
Letters must include sender’s name, address and
phone number (only name and town will be printed).
Letters should be typed. Letters appear as space
permits. We reserve the right not to print a letter
without notifying sender.
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Tino Rosa: Everyone's Friend
December 5, 1952 - September 25, 2006
December 5th has very special meaning to me. It is not
just my only daughter Alexandra's birthday, but it is also the
birthday of my best friend, Tino Rosa. On Monday,
September 25, 2006, Tino was taken away from us,
tragically in an automobile accident where he was nothing
more than an innocent bystander in the Ironbound section of
Newark. At the time, anyone who knew Tino would not be
surprised; he was bringing gifts to another friend.
I had been lucky to have been Tino's friend for over 20
years. During that time I have been brought into Tino and his
lovely wife Nancy's family as if I were one of them. Tino had
a very big family of sisters and brothers, cousins, nieces and
nephews along with his son Justin, who he was extremely
proud of, an adoring daughter Natalie who was always trying
to protect him, and his wonderful mother, who should not
have had to bury her son.
Anyone and everyone who knew Tino knew of his
generous nature. If someone needed anything, he was always
there. That's what made his loss a little tough. After being in
business for over 30 years with his brothers, Manny and
Arthur, and sister, Lidia, you can only imagine how many
people he knew. It didn't matter where we would go he knew
everyone, if we were out to breakfast, lunch or dinner; he
was always the first in his pocket and would refuse everyone
else. As generous as he was, he was also just as free with his

advice; he was constantly giving me advice and then accusing
me of not taking it. I'm sure going to miss that. Has anyone
ever really seen Tino without a cigar? I think he started with
cigars around 12 years old when they were playing cards. If
you put the last two things together you will find our only two
vices.
Tino introduced me into a new world, imagine that,
cigars, cards, who would have ever thought of that.
Whenever we would be going to play cards, I had to make
sure I had a stash of cigars. No matter where we were he
would always be giving away cigars, once he would give
away his and then he started giving mine away. We always
saved the last two for us. The man that he was is only
someone I can only pray to someday become. Kind and
considerate, thoughtful and full of wisdom are only a few of
his characteristics. He was always there ready to tell a joke or
a story or listen to a joke or story. All of this does not scratch
the surface of the man.
Tino Rosa, loving father and husband, respected
businessman, loyal and loving sibling and son and everyone's
friend, to me, my best friend, may you rest in peace and
know you will be missed by all.

Hey Joe,
Boy! It's hard to believe that I've been out of Peterstown
(The Burg) for some 33 years, and out of New Jersey for
16 years. I was born and raised on Third Avenue and
Christine Street right across from O'Brien Field. My
grandfather was Santo Renda, Sr. He owned a grocery store
at the above address. He made the best lemon ice in
Elizabeth. I know many of your readers will remember his
store.
When I was a young boy, I went to School #3 and Sal
Renna (who I believe your related to) used to chase me all
over the schoolyard with 3 or 4 others trying to catch me. I
was small and quick, so they had a rough go of it. Then I
went to Cleveland Jr. High. It was there that I met John
(Rabbit) DiPaola who became my best friend and eventually
my best man when I got married in 1959. He is the one
who subscribed me to Around About Peterstown. I've really
enjoyed the ones I've received and to see names and faces I
remember, although the faces are a bit older.
When I attended Jefferson High, I had one of the hottest
cars, a 1954 Ford. It had two of the best sounding glass
pack mufflers in all of Elizabeth and surrounding cities, and
I had the tickets to prove it. They almost cost me my license.
I also was the only car in Elizabeth with a speaker in my
outside grill. That was so the girls in Batten High could keep
warm by dancing down the street. Well!! Enough of the silly
stuff.
I now live in Charleston, S.C. It is truly a beautiful
place. Both my daughters, Laurie and Suzanne also live in
this area. I also have 2 beautiful grandchildren, Evan and
Leigh. My wife of 47 years, Joanne, is in a nursing home
with Alzheimer's. But we are thankful because we can see
her and spend time with her every day.
I've been very active in the churches I've attended
through the years, and praise the Lord that my whole family
is serving the Lord in their communities. God has been good
to us, even through the many trials we've been through. If
you know that beautiful poem “Footprints”, you'll know the
experiences of our lives.
I don't know if you put telephone numbers or addresses
in your paper, but if you do I would love to here from some
of my old friends or family. My address is: 8415 E. Saddle
Brook Drive, N. Charleston, S.C. 29420 and my phone
number is 1-843-760-9628.
If you ever come to Charleston to visit, look me up. Hey
Rabbit, when you read this give me a call.

Dear Mr. Renna,
I enjoy your paper so much. Happy to read about the
old times from the Burg, as we call it. I was born on 20
Christine Street. My mom, Jennie Sisia, was born on
Second Avenue and my father was born on John Street.
They called him Chiefy. Frank Firetto was born in the year
1900 and his parents had a bakery on John Street in the
early 1900's.
My Grandfathers were John Sisia and Carmine Firetto
and my grandmothers were Catherine Priola and Lisa
Seola. My grandfather, John Sisia, came over from Italy in
1886 and lived in Brooklyn then came to Elizabeth, NJ to
work for Elizabethtown Gas Co. in 1900 and married in
1902.
My uncle, Joe Firetto, joined the Rainbow Division
during World War I and served in the infantry. He died in
1918 while serving in France.
I went to School #3, Grover Cleveland Jr. High and
Batten High School and graduated in 1944. I attended
Woods College for business and worked in the office of
Bethlehem Steel Co., First Street Elizabeth, NJ for
seventeen years.
I married and became a homemaker and lived in Clark,
N.J. for 34 years then moved to Colts Neck, NJ and now
I live in Southport, North Carolina with my daughter and
son-in-law, Barbara and Joe DiMarco. My grandson
Joseph attends Campbell University, NC and my
granddaughter Linda attends North Carolina State.
I have a sister, Louise Firetto Malatak. She attended
Pratt Institute and became an Art Teacher. She is married
and lives in Dix Hills, L.I., New York

Santo (Saint) Renda
N. Charleston, South Carolina
Dear Joe,
I am writing in response to the letter written to you from
Janet Zennario Csordos in the October/November 2006 issue
of Around About Peterstown.I was surprised that my name
was included in the article as the source of pictures and
information for it. Although I lived as a boy near Red's
Tackle Shop and Mellages Deli and Sweet Shop on First
Avenue, I can't take credit for any of the pictures and

Miss you - love you
Your pal
Al Cheety
Garwood, NJ

Sincerely,
Catherine Firetto Lamendola
Southport, North Carolina
P.S. Please send a paper as a gift to: Jake Coniglio.
Jake celebrated his 90th birthday in September, 2006.
He was valedictorian in his class in the 30's and got a full
scholarship to the University of Iowa, then to Georgetown
and became a Dr. of Sociology, retired and at 90 now
attends college to learn Chinese. He loves to cook, read
and attend schools, his wife Faith also loves the same. She
is 80 years old. He had a brother Carmine who died in
July, 2006. They called him Conigs. He graduated from
Indiana University and Columbia. They both served in
WWII and he became C.E.O. for Schering Plough Co.
His wife Jane and 3 daughters survive him.

information that were featured in that article. I only have
fond memories of patronizing Red's Tackle Shop and
Millage's store before moving from that area in 1963.
I always enjoy reading your paper and look forward to
each issue.
God Bless. Warm regards,
Frank Imbriacco, Jr.
Edison, NJ

Editor’s Opinion
everybody has one - this is mine - by Joe Renna

Using new technology and knowledge almost every
aspect of our lives is better off than they had been in the
past. I say “almost” because there are cultural and
societal changes that are not better and we are now
forced to address them.
Advances in civilization have proven to increase the
quality of life for people. Slavery was omnipresent in the
ancient world and existed relatively recently in this
country; it is unimaginable today. This is a measure of
being civilized. That Aztecs engaged in human sacrifice,
although we considered them an advanced culture in
their day, the practice is rightfully condemned. There are
countless criteria that can be used to measure a society's
level of sophistication. In America freedom and equality
are being put to a test.
There is a culture war being waged and traditions in
American culture are hanging in the balance. Some basic
rights that we as Americans have taken for granted and
are now being challenged, like our freedom of speech and
privacy. On a much broader scale America is being
challenged as a country! Our way of life is being cited as
a reason that we are targeted for destruction. The threat
is coming from outside our borders but it is also festering
internally.
This is not an imagined threat. It is very much real
and is proclaimed on a daily basis by Muslim jihadists. It
has manifested itself many times around the world over
the past thirty years with the most egregious attack
happening on American soil on September 11, 2001.
This has put America in a dilemma. Do we sacrifice
our freedoms to prevent destruction? Do we sacrifice our
men and women in the military to preserve our freedom?
It has been argued that America is too complacent yet
when we take action we are accused of being heavy
handed.
America is battling an enemy that wants to degrade

our civilized way of doing things. It would be the modern
equivalent to an ancient empire being over run and
ransacked. We’re trying to deal with the terror while
maintaining a respect for human life, which defines us.
The core of our belief as Americans is that every one is
created equal. It is the basis of our government.
This belief is being challenged and we may be forced
to recognize that there are people who are not our equal,
who do not hold the sanctity of life to the level we do.
That they, as hard as it may be to imagine, are
uncivilized. We cannot stop their threat diplomatically,
in a civilized manor. America may have to take a step
back in order to move forward in this conflict. Some
have criticized us for doing it already. The truth is that
we have been acting with great restraint and even so our
war on terror seems extreme.
Our goal of eliminating the world of terrorists was
initiated by them. We must not sway from it no mater
how difficult it seems. The impression that we are
sinking low to obtain our objective must be weighed
against the consequences of assuming that terrorists will
deal with us in a civil manner.
The terrorists are in this battle for the long haul. We
need to realize this and act appropriately, that is without
restraint.

Not for Nothing But..
I nursed a snake back to
health and then it bit me.

To anyone in need of a job training program:
Project Ready, a free job training program at St. Joseph Social Service Center,

(right) Richard Scrofine
US Army 1967-1970,
Vietnam 1967-1968
Cu-Chi, B Company
2nd Battalion,
27th Infantry
(nickname Wolfhounds)
Employed Merck & Co.
1970-2006 Retired.
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(above) Thomas Conoshenti
US Army 1967-1970, Vietnam 1968-1969
CO.D 15th Eng. Bn., 9th Inf. Div., Dong Tam
Employed Elizabeth Fire Department will retire in 2007
With the Elizabeth Honor Guard as a bugler.

THE TIES THAT BIND
Growing up in Peterstown Rich Scrofine and Tom
Conoschenti were best buddies. Going to Thomas
Jefferson High School together, hanging out, cleaning
their cars on Saturday's, and cruising Broad Street. One
day as graduation was approaching they didn't know
what they were going to do so together they went up to
the Broad Street Recruiting Center and enlisted in the
Army together on the buddy system. Little did they
know that after basic training they wouldn't see each
other for 3 years. When Richie was in Vietnam, Tom
was in Germany and when Tom was in Vietnam, Richie
was elsewhere. When Richie stopped in Cameron Bay
he met a fellow buddy, Dennis Horin. That was June
1967. If you asked Richie and Tom what was the first
meal they wanted when they got home both said “Let's
go to Spirito's”.
Tom and Rich both live in Brick , NJ and are still
hanging out and traveling together as good buddies.

will conduct a sign-up and orientation session on Friday, January 5th at 9:30 a.m.
regardless of your work history or education!
The following topics will be covered:
Basic computer skills, resume writing, interview techniques, skills identification,
and building personal confidence.
Project Ready is located at 118 Division St. in Elizabeth.
For more information and directions, call Jim McGurty at (908) 353-1045.

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE RENNA FAMILY
Joe, Tina, Angela and Mia

NOTE: The October 06 issue of Around About
Peterstown tried to list everyone from Peterstown who
did a tour of duty in Vietnam. The names were gathered
through word of mouth and some did not surface until
after the paper was published and so they were not
listed. Tom Conoschenti and Rich Scrofine were two.
It was also brought to our attention, by his wife Terry,
that Michael LaMorte, who served two tours of duty in
Vietnam was not on the list.
We are still interested in learning the names of any
other Vietnam Vets who were from Peterstown that
were not mentioned.
SUBSCRIPTIONS



All interested residents of Union and Essex County are welcome,

Don’t miss an issue! Have Around About Peterstown
delivered to your home or office.
Fill out the form below and mail it
along with a check for $15.00
for 1 year subscription (6 issues) payable to:
PETERSTOWN NEWSPAPER
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016
Name_____________________________________
Company__________________________________
Address ___________________________________
_________________________________________
Phone ____________________________________
A few back issues are sold out.
Get all back issues available for $15.
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ADVERTISERS’ INDEX
If you like the paper, please thank an advertiser. The
businesses that advertise in this paper make it possible to
print. You can show your appreciation for their support
by patronizing their business's. If they keep advertising,
we will keep printing.
Advertising starts at $45 for a business card size ad, up
to $600 for a full page. Anyone interested in placing an
ad can contact Tina Renna at (908) 709-0530.
PAGE
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Alliance Plumbing & Heating ......................................23
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Cervantes of Spain Restaurant...................................... 7
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Cleveland Auto & Tire .................................................19
Colton’s Pharmacy......................................................... 5
Corsentino Home for Funerals ..................................... 22
Custom Hair Design ......................................................19
Designers Gallery ...........................................................21
DiBella Financial Group................................................22
DiCosmo's Italian Deli & Catering (Clark) .................10
Dimensions A Total Salon ............................................19
Dr. Nicholas Cicchetti, D.M.D. .................................... 5
Dr. Jorge Matos, Orthodontics ...................................... 4
Dr. James J. Mauti, M.D. & Sports Medicine Physician 5
Dr. Nicholas Palmieri, Chiropractic Sports Medicine... 5
Dr. Frank Paternostro, D.M.D........................................ 4
Dr. Joseph M. Schulman, Family Practice ..................... 6
Dovetails Antiques and Auctioneers ........................... 21
Drew Memorial Company ............................................ 22
Elizabeth Auto Wrecking & Auto Glass ......................19
Elizabeth Yellow Cab...................................................... 4
E-Town Cafe ..................................................................10
Exit Realty .....................................................................16
Falletta Masonry ............................................................20
Fiorino Ristorante.......................................................... 7
Front Street Smokehouse and Saloon........................... 6
Gran Centurions............................................................. 9
It’s All About Me ..........................................................19
Jacobson's Distribution Co. ...........................................20
Jersey Window Factory ..................................................17
Joanne's Luncheonette ..................................................10
Lamplight Inn................................................................. 6
Larry’s Generator ...........................................................18
Leonard Funeral Home................................................. 22
Luis’s Place Restaurant .................................................. 7
M & M Construction ....................................................16
Magic Fountain..............................................................10
Mario’s Trattoria ............................................................ 8
Michelino’s Midtown Station Cafe................................ 6
Michelino’s Pizzeria ........................................................ 7
Mike Musso Ceramic Tile Installed ..............................23
Millennium Home Mortgage.........................................22
Miracle Plaza Car Wash & Laundry/Dry Cleaning.......14
New Jersey Realty Firm .................................................16
O'Donnell Insurance Agency........................................22
Pavel Construction ........................................................23
Petruccelli Funeral Home............................................. 22
Pinho’s Bakery................................................................10
RE/MAX Prestige ..........................................................15
RE/MAX Properties Unlimited .....................................16
Rocco Auto Service.......................................................19
Sacco’s Meat Market......................................................10
Santillo’s Brick Oven Pizza............................................10
Spirito’s Restaurant......................................................... 8
Tapas of Spain................................................................. 9
Terminal One Sports Bar & Grill ................................. 6
Tequila’s Grill.................................................................. 8
The Guilded Lillie Antiques ........................................ 21
The Roofing Outlet .......................................................23
Third Generation Mortgages.........................................22
Tomasso Brothers ...........................................................16
Tommy's Pizza ................................................................10
Trinitas Cancer Center.................................................. 5
Villani Bus Company.....................................................14
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UCEDC NAMES ISMAEL GARCIA OF MIRACLE
PLAZA “ENTREPRENUER OF THE YEAR”
Ismael Garcia of Miracle Plaza has been named the
2006 “Entrepreneur of the Year” by the Union County
Economic Development Company (UCEDC).
Miracle Plaza, 1068-72 Elizabeth Avenue, was
nominated by the Elizabeth Avenue Partnership (EAP),
the downtown management corporation responsible for
administering the Elizabeth Avenue Special
Improvement District. Miracle Plaza, which is located
at the “Gateway” to the Elizabeth Avenue shopping
district, combines a full service car wash and oil change
facility with a new state-of-the-art 24-hour
Laundromat.
The UCEDC Entrepreneur of the Year Award is an
annual award presented to an individual who runs a
business located within the UCEDC’s service area and
has demonstrated strong entrepreneurial spirit showing
potential for long-term business success and economic
growth. In addition, he or she must show a
commitment to the community through volunteer
activities.
“We really were quite impressed with the EAP’s
application nominating Miracle Plaza,” said UCEDC
President Maureen Tinen. “We felt it really embodied
the true spirit of entrepreneurism on his part. “He had
some stiff competition but we really felt that he was a
pure entrepreneur in a tough market and was very
deserving of this award.”
Ismael is an enterprising young businessman who
says he gets his ambition from his father, Diego, a
grocery store owner who brought the family here from
Cuba in 1970. Like his dad, Ismael always longed to
have his own business. This desire combined with his
love of cars led him to open his first 10 minute oil

Elizabeth Yellow Cab

change center in West New York, New Jersey, which he
operated for five years. Then, with increased knowledge
and experience, Ismael opened Miracle Plaza on
Elizabeth Avenue in 1992, and since has expanded a
4,000 square foot car wash into a 17,000 sq. ft threebusiness, one-stop custom care service center for your car
or clothes. The sprawling 135 foot storefront was
expanded nearly 100 feet and serves as a clean, vibrant,
well-lit gateway to the area.
“I am honored to receive this award and see how
much all of my family’s hard work has paid off,” said
Garcia. “I feel that this award validates the hard work
my father has put in as a businessman and being that he
has never been recognized for any of it, I feel this award
is as much for him as it is for me.”
“Miracle Plaza was one of the first businesses on
Elizabeth Avenue to undergo extensive storefront and
expansion initiatives,” said EAP executive director,
David Strochak. “After Ismael’s beautification efforts,
other businesses began to follow suite, thus creating a
surge in storefront revitalization in the district.”
“Ismael’s vision served as a great impact to the area
where he not only turned one business into three, but
cleaned up a 33,000 square foot property, demolishing
three dilapidated buildings creating nearly 50 parking
spaces, while creating 30 jobs for area residents,” said
Strochak.
UCEDC a non-profit economic development
corporation, is dedicated to stimulating economic growth
and creating an environment for progress. UCEDC has
been serving the business community for over 25 years,
providing an objective and authoritative voice on
business and economic development issues.

VILLANI BUS COMPANY

24 Hours
7 Days a Week
•• Door
Door to
to Door
Door Service
Service
•• Local
Local and
and Long
Long distance
distance
•• Transportation
Transportation to
to Airports
Airports
•• Commercial
Commercial Centers,
Centers,
Night
Night Clubs,
Clubs,
Casinos,
Casinos, Etc.
Etc.
•• Clean
Clean Late
Late
Model
Model Cars
Cars

Dee Villani President

Buses for all occasions
ECONOMICAL • COMFORTABLE • SAFE

908-862-3333
811 E. Linden Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036

Tels: (908) 354-4444 • (908) 354-0350

FRANK A. PATERNOSTRO. D.M.D.

230 West Jersey Street
Office Hours
Suite 310, Elizabeth, NJ
By Appointment
908-353-2316

1920-2006 “Serving the Public for 86 Years”

Nicolas W. Cicchetti, D.M.D.
Haleh Kossari, D.M.D.
Family Dentistry
Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry
18 East Westfield Ave.
Roselle Park, NJ 07204

(908) 245-9463
Fax: (908) 245-0969

cicchettidmd.dentistryonline.com

Best Dental Group
George Umansky, DDS
FAMILY DENTISTRY

Jessie H. Sioco, DDS

Emergencies Seen Same day
• Extractions Root Canal Therapy
(nerve treatment)
• Crowns & Bridges
• Full & Partial Denture
• Implant Dentistry & Restoration
• Most dentures Repaired
the same day
• Cosmetic Bonding, Bleaching
Laminates

“Gentle Care”

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

908-355-8454

419 Rahway Avenue
Elizabeth

State-of-the-Art Equipment
Steam Sterilization

Senior Citizen Courtesy
Tagalog

•
•
•
•

(2 blocks from Elmora Ave.
Thurs......10-7 Intersection, next to Wendy’s)
Fri. .........10-7
Sat. ...........9-3

aqy

$

EXAM • F.M.S.
X-RAYS
CLEANING
CONSULTATION
New Patients only

Free Consultation

Se Habla Espanol

www.Bestdentalgroup.com
Mon. .......9-5
Tues. ......10-7
Wed..........9-3

Specialist in
Adult and Child
Orthodontics

130
Special not valid with insurance.
Regular Price: $260.
Must present this coupon.
Expiration 2/15/06.

English, Portuguese and Spanish Speaking
Office Hours By Appointment Only
(weekends and evenings)

(908) 354-4428
520 Westfield Ave., Suite 206 • Elizabeth, NJ 07208
doctor@matosorthodontics.com
530 Park Ave., Suite 1G • New York, NY 10021

(212) 758-0040
NJ Specialty Permit No. 5151

CRANFORD GIRL, MAGGIE MUELLER, NAMED
NATIONAL HONOREE FOR 2007 ARTHRITIS WALK
The Arthritis Foundation has announced that Maggie
Mueller will be the 2007 National Arthritis Walk
Honoree. Locally, Maggie Mueller will be working as a
volunteer chair of the 2007 Hudson and Union County
Arthritis Walk. Mueller will provide leadership for the
Arthritis Foundation's annual Arthritis Walk taking
place in Jersey City at Liberty State Park on May 6, 2007.
Diagnosed at just age 18 months, Maggie doesn't
remember a day without pain and without medications.
Each day she takes 12 pills and each week she injects
herself three times. You'd think this would make the teen
depressed and irritable, but not Maggie. She has said that
given the choice, she would not give up having arthritis
because it makes her a stronger and more compassionate
person.
It is because of that strength, compassion and her
commitment to helping others that Maggie Mueller has
been selected as the Arthritis Foundation's 2007
National Arthritis Walk Honoree. In 2005, she served as
Youth Chair for the Somerset, N.J. Arthritis Walk, spoke
with local reporters and formed her own walk team of
more than 30 family and friends. In 2006, she continued
to serve on the Arthritis Walk committee, was a mentor
to the new Youth Chair and has visited local
congressional leaders in support of legislation that will
benefit people with arthritis.
As the 2007 National Arthritis Walk Honoree,
Maggie will represent the nearly 300,000 children with
arthritis or chronic joint symptoms in her awareness and
fundraising efforts.
A long-time volunteer for the Arthritis Foundation,
Mueller was asked to work on the Union and Hudson

County Arthritis Foundation Arthritis Walk because of
her leadership skills and passion for helping people with
arthritis.
"By teaming up and participating in the Arthritis
Walk, corporations and individuals can make a
difference in the lives of 46 million Americans who
suffer from doctor-diagnosed arthritis," said Maggie
Mueller.
Teams are forming now for the Arthritis Foundation
Arthritis Walk on May 6, 2007 at Liberty State Park in
Jersey City. To register a team or volunteer, contact
Andrea Mueller at the Arthritis Foundation at 732-2834300 ext 329 or register online at www.arthritis.org.

About the Arthritis Foundation
The Arthritis Foundation is the leading health
organization addressing the needs of some 46 million
Americans living with doctor-diagnosed arthritis, the
nation's number-one cause of disability. Founded in
1948, with headquarters in Atlanta, the Arthritis
Foundation has 46 chapters and 150 community service
points located throughout the country.
The Arthritis Foundation is the largest private, notfor-profit contributor to arthritis research in the world,
funding more than $380 million in research grants since
1948. Through the support of more than 600,000
volunteers, the foundation helps individuals take
control of arthritis by providing public health education;
pursuing public policy and legislation; and conducting
evidence-based programs to improve the quality of life
for those living with arthritis. Information is available
24 hours a day, seven days a week at 1-800-568-4045 or
www.arthritis.org.
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(above, l-r) Maggie at the 2006 "Hero" awards
ceremony with Bobby Thomson of the famous "Shot
Heard Around the World" legend. Bobby has been
involved with the foundation for years

Not for Nothing But..
We should count our
blessings each day like
Maggie has to count the
pills she must take.

T h e m o s t a d v a n c e d c a n c e r- f i g h t i n g
t e c h n olo g y i s r i g h t h e r e i n N ew Je r s e y

TRILOGY

™

RADIATION
TECHNOLOGY
Trilogy allows doctors
to destroy cancer with
pinpoint accuracy and
maximum power.

DR. NICHOLAS F. PALMIERI
Chiropractic Physician
DR. JOSEPH M. SCHULMAN
Family Physician
Complete Family Medical Care
Chiropractic Care
Sports Medicine Services

(908) 925-0030
The result:
n
n
n

Shortened treatment
Fewer side effects
Improved results

James J. Mauti, MD
1711 North Wood Avenue, Linden, NJ 07036

MAUTI MEDICAL &
SPORTS MEDICINE
ASSOCIATES, LLC

In all of New Jersey, Trilogy is available only
at the Trinitas Comprehensive Cancer Center:
The newest cancer center in the state.

• Sports Related Injuries
of Back, Shoulder, Elbow,
Knee & Ankle
• Non-surgical Orthopedics
Laceration Repair
Occupational Medicine
Minor Surgery

n Expert medical and radiation

- Athletic Team
& School Physician
- Medical Director,
Township of Springfield
- Medical Inspector,
Elizabeth Board of Education

oncology care with expanded
access to clinical trials
n Professional staff dedicated

to outstanding service
n A nurturing and healing

environment
n A full range of medical
Photograph courtesy
of Varian Medical
Systems, Inc.

and supportive services

For more information call 908.994.8000

Fighting cancer. Rebuilding lives.

406 Milltown Road
Springfield, NJ 07081

www.trinitasccc.org

LASER COSMETIC SPA

225 Williamson Street, Elizabeth, NJ

• Non-Invasive
Laser Treatments
• Permanent Hair Removal
• Eliminate Leg Veins
• Total Skin Rejuvenation
• Wrinkle Reduction
• Acne Treatments
• Acne Scars
• Shaving Bumps
Gift Certificates Available

973-921-1777
Fax: 973-921-1790

www.MautiMedical.com

MICHELINO’S HOSTS TOYS FOR TOTS
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Michelino’s Pizzeria & Restaurant held a party on
Wednesday December 6th to kick off this season’s toy
drive. The bar/ restaurant, located on the corner of
Washington Avenue and South Street is facilitating the
Toys for Tots Program for a local Marine Recruiting
Station located at 65 Jefferson Avenue in Elizabeth.
The station is located in Midtown Elizabeth, an area
designated as a Special Improvement District (SID).
Mike LoBrace, owner of Michelino's is also the
Treasurer of the organization which runs the SID.
The mission of the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys
for Tots Program is to collect new, unwrapped toys
during October, November and December each year,
and they distribute those toys as Christmas gifts to needy
children in the community in which the campaign is
conducted.
Staff Sergeant David Caero, Gunnery Sergeant
Tommy Jones, and Officer Alex Rodriguez from the
Jefferson Avenue station were joined by Sergeant Major
Centeno and Sergeant Major Squire from the State
recruiting office to greet guests. Staff from the SID and
Michelino’s generously gave their time to assist in
handling the hundreds of toys that were collected that
evening.
Toys will be collected up until Christmas at the
Recruiting Station, Michelino’s or the numerous other
Local Toy Drop-Off Locations.

(left, l-r) Marines Caero, Jones,
Rodriguez, Centeno and Squires.
(below) Janice de Avila of Elizabeth’s
Midtown SID was a big help to Santa.

Lamplight
Inn

“Your
Neighborhood
Bar”
169 Elmora Ave. • Elizabeth, NJ
(908) 352-5124 • Fax (908) 352-6122

4 brand new plasma TV's • 2 pool tables
Open daily 10 am (Sunday noon) 365 days a year
Happy Hour M - F 4 - 7 pm

Front St. Smokehouse
& Saloon, Inc.

New Years Eve
Party!

2007

1 South Front St.
Elizabeth, NJ 07202
908.354.1818

Sunday December 31st
8 pm till Closing

-

Party favors
Give-a-Ways
Great Food
Drink Specials

Kitchen open til 9 pm
Fri. & Sat. til 10 pm
Lunch at noon
www.frontstreetsmokehouse.com

City Tavern and Restaurant
“A casual place with exquisite food.”
The house of the Parrillada del Patrõn and the Meat Entraña.

Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner.
Weekdays: 11 am to 2 am, Weekends: 11 am to 3 am

(908) 353-7113
1109 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

PRIVATE PARTIES

qau t

CAMPUS
INN
SPORTS BAR & GRILL
“A Nice Place Where Nice People Meet”
WE HAVE THE BEST TV
SPORTS PACKAGE IN TOWN
Catch every game on one of our 20 TVs
• Football • Baseball • Baskestball
• Hockey • Horse Racing
Also NCAA Football and basketball

 Charcoal Grill
Kitchen
 New extended menu
open
 Pool Table
 Daily Drink Specials til 1 am
 Open daily 10am (Sun at noon)

908-354-6693
498 North Avenue, Union, NJ
(2 blocks from Kean University)

SPORTS BAR • GRILL • LOUNGE
• Kitchen open till 2 a.m.
• Large International Menu
• Charcoal Grill:
- Chicken, Ribs and Rodizio
• Eat in or take out

LUNCH & DINNER

566 U.S. Highway Rt 1&9, Elizabeth, NJ
(908) 354-3685 • Fax: (908) 289-9493
www.terminal-one.com
Open 7 Days a Week
HAPPY HOUR
3 pm to 6 pm $1.00 Domestic Drafts

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Fri. & Sat.

- Salsa Night
- $2.00 Beers
- Karaoke
- 80’s Night
- Chill out lounge

2nd FLOOR LOUNGE

BREAKFAST & DESSERTS
& SNACKS
Pastry • Danish • Donuts • Croissants
Coffee • Espresso • Cappuccino

LUNCH & DINNER
Hot and Cold Sandwiches • Salads
Wraps • Appetizers • Side Dishes

BRICK OVEN PIZZA
Pizza • Calzones • Italian Specialties

Conveniently located in the newly renovated
Pedestrian Plaza Adjacent to the Elizabeth Train Station

14 - 20 JULIAN PLACE • ELIZABETH, NJ

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
5 am - 10 pm • Shortened hours on weekends

EAT-IN OR TAKE-OUT

ST. A’S 8th GRADE CLASS OF ‘66 REUNITES
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Forty years after they graduated from eight grade, St.
Anthony’s Grammar School class of 1966 reunited back
atone of their old haunts. About four dozen classmates
gathered in the cafeteria of their old school, located on
Centre Street in the Peterstown section of Elizabeth,
NJ. The evening included a tour through the school,
good eats and of course many laughs.

Mary Anne
Nufrio, who
traveled the longest
distance, from
Connecticut, to get
to the reunion, was
given the honor of
cutting the cake.
She received a
little help from
Dino Annucci.

Not for Nothing But..
high school reunions
aren’t this well attended.

(above, l-r) Patty Marconi, Connie DeCesare and
husband, Dan; Bob Vaccaro with wife, Liz, and Jim,
Patty's husband.
(above, l-r) Fr. John, Carmen DePaolo, Bill's wife,
Rosemary Coppola, Sal Milazzo, Marion and Joe
Addessa, discuss the current climate at St. Anthony's.

Rosemary Coppola, who with Lorraine Grazio and
Biagio Acito helped put together the reunion, is flanked
by the Caravano twins.

(above, l-r) One of the jollier tables: Mary Caravano,
Wad's wife, Sal Signorelli, Lorraine Cascio, Bill
DePaolo, the Caravano twins Jim and Joe, and Jim
“Wad” Caravano.
(above, l-r) Barbara and Joe Capece, Paul Troncale,
(above, l-r) Lorraine Grazio, Joanne Manetta, Joelyn
Russell Nascondiglio, Gary DiGirolamo, Linda and
Bongiovi and Ann D'Aries have maintained
brother Vince Kornmeyer, take a break in between bites. friendships since their St. Anthony's days.

(above, l-r) Rosemary Campo, Michele Luisi, Josa
Castagna, Donna Dippolito, Joyce Mierzejwski, and
Donna Cutugno share a table. Apparently they still
think Sr. Superior would not want them fraternizing
with the guys.


Happy 

Holidays  

Tuscan dishes prepared to perfection
Extensive wine selection
Private party room

38 Maple Street
Summit, NJ 07901
908-277-1900
Fax: 908-277-1901

(above, l-r) Oscar Petraglia, Jim Imbriaco, Mary Anne
Nufrio, Mary Ann Mele, and husband, Steve, reminisce
about school days with Brother Charles Mayer.
The Finest Spanish Cuisine In New Jersey

Dinner for 2 Special: $3995

CERVANTES
O
SPAIN

Includes Choice of 2 Entrees (Priced up to $20 each),
2 glasses of house wine, 1 shared Appetizer or 1 shared Dessert
With this coupon. Can’t be combined with any other offers.

F

Restaurant and Tapas Bar
24 North Avenue E. • Cranford, NJ • (908) 276-3664
directly across from the Cranford Train Station

Visit us on the web www.cervantesofspain.com

www.fiorinoristorante.com

American  Spanish  Portuguese

Catering for all Occasions  Seating for up to 140

Reservations necessary for parties of 8 guests or more.

Hours:
Tue., Wed., & Thu.: 11 - 10
Fri.: 11 - 11
Sat.: 3 - 11
Sun.: 3 - 10
Closed Mondays

Tues. & Wed. Evenings’ Buffet
including Pie and Coffee or Tea
$13.95 plus tax
Buffet Lunch: All You Can Eat
Wednesday - Friday / 11 am - 3 pm
$8.95 plus tax

732.381.1122 (Located in Clark Village)
1051 Raritan Road  Clark, NJ 07066

TEQUILA’S GRILL - SPECIALS ARE THEIR SPECIALTY
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(above, l-r) Owner of Tequila’s Grill, Victor Vinanzaca,
gets help behind the bar from his brother, Rubin.

Tequila’s Grill celebrated its grand opening on
October 25, 2006. Owner Victor Vinanzaca is a veteran
employee of other popular local restaurants. He worked
for ten years at Monola’s in Elizabeth and then at
Amici’s in Linden. Tequila’s is located at 824 Pearl
Street, the former home of Vila Nova Restaurant.
Tequila’s has a full menu of fish and seafood dishes
offered as lunch or dinner portions. There are an equal
amount of appetizers and soups offered along with the
entrees. As if the menu items were not special enough,
Victor prides his kitchen on his daily specials.
Tequila’s Grill is in walking distance of the Union
County Courthouse and Trinitas Hospital and attracts
customers from them along with employees of the City of
Elizabeth. Victor is currently offering a special discount

off the lunch bill for city employees who show their IDs.
Tequila’s Grill is also a comfortable setting to sit and
have cocktails with friends. There atmosphere is quiet
and friendly with a mix of singles and couples sitting on
bar stools or at tables.

Recipies
Submitted by Tequila’s Grill, Elizabeth, NJ
HAPPY HOUR

Specials for City Employees

Monday-Friday
4pm-6pm
1/2 Price Drinks
Expires 2/15/07

Show your city of Elizabeth
employee ID for a 10%
discount on your lunch bill.
One per customer. No coupon needed.
Can not be combined with any other offer. Expires 2/15/07

908.965.1002
824 Pearl St., Elizabeth, NJ 07208

Fax: 908-965-1003

Newly
Renovated

1700 West Elizabeth Ave. • Linden • (908) 862-0020
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TRATTORIA

AUTHENTIC ITALIAN CUISINE

CASUAL DINING WITH FULL CACKTAIL BAR

Piano
Bar
Mon. through Sat.Evenings

Steak Tequila

Shrimp wakened by the sea
INGREDIENTS
Serloin Steak
Fresh Lemon
Achote (pepper)
Mushrooms
Scalions
Garlic
Olive Oil
PREPARATION:
1) Marinade steak with fresh lemon and
achote for a minimum of 2 hours.
2) Grill steak
3) Saute mushrooms, scallions, garlic in olive
oil and flambe with a splash of Taquila
5) Place steak on serving plate and pour the
sauted mix over the steak.

Seafood • Pasta • Chicken • Burgers • Steaks
Try our very diverse menu featuring:
The freshest fish in Union County!
• Big Kahuna Steak

• Dry-aged beef! • Soft shell crabs

Over
40 beers
on draft!
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Full
Martini
menu

Enjoy
Happy Hour
3 - 7 pm

908-276-3414
112 South Avenue E., Cranford, NJ

Servin

Lunch, Dinner
Late Night Lounge

Ask about our new party room
Book your holiday parties now!
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31st

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY

Why go anywhere else?

Buffet / Glass of Champaign
Party favors / Music

Saturday Night
Featuring Whitey Gobel

’07

Entertainment
Pastas • $7.95
7 nights a week
Veal & Pork • $9.95
Poultry & Pesci • $8.95

$55 per person
Call for reservations

Restaurant
Barbeque & Bar
Take-Out Charrasqueria

Terrific Food
Fine, fresh food representing all of Italy’s regions
are served daily. There’s a broad selection of Pasta Angel Hair Primavera, Fettuccine Alfredo, Lasagna;
Seafood - Shrimp Scampi, Flounder Francaise;
Veal - Milanese, Angelina, Sorrentino; Chicken and
Steak entrees. Delightful daily specials. Gourmet and
Stuffed Pizza cooked to order. And even the satisfying
little pleasure of warm, fresh-baked bread...
all deliciously prepared and reasonably priced.

(24 oz. Black Angus Delmonico)

• Veal Scallopini • The Freshest Pasta Dishes

ndays
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Close

495 Chestnut St.,
Union

EARLY BIRD
SPECIALS

Antone’s

Restaurant
and Bar
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DINNER SPECIALS

908-687-3250

INGREDIENTS
1 Small Onion (chopped)
7 Jumbo Shrimp
1 cup Heavy Cream
1 Garlic Clove
1 Chipolte Pepper (seeds removed)
1 Lemon Wedge
Olive Oil
1 Celery Stalk (chopped)
Salt to taste
1 Bell Pepper (chopped)
Choose to serve with Mashed Potatoes or Mexican Rice
PREPARATION:
1) Steam Shrimp.
1) Saute Celery, Pepper and Onion in Olive Oil until cooked.
2) Add shrimp to saute pan and cook until shrimp absorbs flavors.
3) Place a serving of mashed potatoes or Mexican rice in the center
of serving plate and place shrimp around the serving.
4) Stir heavy cream into saute pan and cook until it bubbles.
5) Spoon contents of saute pan over shrimp and on top of the
potatoes or rice.
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• Ask About Our Catering
• Banquet Facilities
• Take-Out Also Available

(1/4 mile off Exit 139A,
Garden State Parkway)

Camacones de Portar al Mar

1601 South Wood Avenue
Linden, NJ 07036
908.474.9199

Fax: 908.474.9196

Dining Room Wed/Thurs 11:00 am to 11:00 pm
Fri/Sat 11:00 am to 12:00 pm
Sunday 11:00 am to 11:00 pm

Seperate room available for large parties
with more than 7 buffet choices.
Birthdays! Graduations! Promotions! Weddings!

VIP Lounge with D.J.
Open Until 3:00 am Friday - Saturday

Sangria • Wine • Beer
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22nd

SALSA Y CONTROL - 9pm to 3 am

TAPAS OF SPAIN OPENS A SECOND LOCATION
Daniel Palacio celebrated the opening of his second
restaurant, Tapas of Spain, with a ribbon cutting
ceremony on October 23, 2006. He also owns a
restaurant by the same name on New York Avenue in
Elizabeth. The new location is on Routes 1&9 in Linden
and was home to the Navigator Restaurant for 22 years.
Though the name on the sign has changed the landmark
lighthouse still sits on top and the familiar boat still
adorns the parking lot. There has been changes made to
the interior but still present are the authentic Italian
chandeliers from the 1700’s.
The two restaurants are quite different in appearance.
The new location is a spacious building with separate
dinning rooms and a huge bar. It also has a room for
private parties that seats up to 100 people. Topas of
Spain on New York Avenue, once home to Smoothies
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Bar, is a bar/restaurant much more casual. The food in
both places is equally delicious.

Not for Nothing But..
how many people knew
that stretch of Rts. 1&9
was called Carlton St.?

(above) The new landmark sign for Tapas of Spain
as seen from the north bound lane of Routes 1&9
approaching the Bayway Circle in Linden.

(above, l-r) Center stage at the ribbon cutting ceremony for Tapas of Spain were Linden Councilwoman Michelle
Yamakailis, Elizabeth Mayor J. Christian Bollwage, Daniel Palacio, his wife Maria, their children Jessica, Jennifer
and Jacqueline, Elizabeth Councilman-elect Nelson Gonzalez and Father John Wass of St. Michael’s Church.

NEW 2ND LOCATION NOW OPEN!
Formally The Navigator. On Rts 1 & 9 North,
just south of the Bayway Circle, in Elizabeth.
PRIVATE ROOM AND CATERING AVAILABLE
Open daily for lunch and dinner from 11:30 to 12 am
Lounge open until 1:00 am daily
STEAK / VEAL / POULTRY / FRESH SEAFOOD / FULL SERVICE
COCKTAIL LOUNGE / GREAT FOOD / EXCELLENT SERVICE /
WONDERFUL LOCATION / VALET PARKING
All major credit cards accepted.
APAS
AR
ATERING
O
PEN
C
HRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S DAY.
Kitchen Open Until Midnight Everyday
Bar Open Until 3 am
NEW YEAR’S EVE
Homemade Sangria & Cocktails
PARTY
Daily Special: Lunch • Dinner • Take-Out

•T

•B

•C

BUFFET - OPEN BAR - DJ

$85 per person - Reserve early
www.tapasofspain.com
TAPAS I 518 New York Ave. • Elizabeth NJ, 07202 • (908) 289-3711 Fax: 908-289-2208
TAPAS II 746-752 Carlton St. (Rts. 1 & 9) Elizabeth NJ, 07202 • (908) 289-3711 Fax: 908-289-2208

“Little Italy…Only Closer”

Gourmet Italian Cuisine
- Live Entertainment -

RESERVE FOR TRADITIONAL
CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER
& NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY
Featuring Live Entertainment
Step into another world in
Café Z’s “Underground Hideaway”

908-686-4321 • www.cafezNJ.com
2333 Morris Avenue • Union, NJ
(Plenty of FREE Parking in Rear of Building)

Catering On and Off Premise

New Year’s Eve Party
• Cocktail hour at 8:00 pm
• Choice of:
Prime Rib or Tilapia Dinner
• Open Bar
• Live Music by The Blue Notes
$85 per person

JOSEPH FARRARA - JO JO TO HIS FRIENDS
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Jo Jo Ferrara was 68 when he passed away on
November 11, 2006. He was at an age that bridged a gap
between the Baby Boomers and their parents. It may
have been because he grew up with much older brothers,
Paul and Frank, but he had a maturity that allowed him
to work and socialize with groups older than he was. Jo
Jo was experienced beyond his years and to the guys in
the neighborhood that were a dozen or so years younger
he was an elder statesman.

Joseph Ferrara

(above, l-r) Connie and Joe
(above, l-r) Joe and Connie’s children Anna and Joe.

(above, center) Ferrara as a (above) Ferrara as lineman
St. Anthony’s Alter boy.
for Jefferson High School.

(above) TJ coaches from the 60’s, Bob Decker,
Gil Grant, Joe Ferrara and Gordori Mills.
(far left) Anna and Joseph Ferrara with Jo Jo
between them.
(left, l-r) Jo Jo, center, gets a visit from his
brothers Paul and Frank on leave from WWII.

E-TOWN CAFE

Ferrara took a great deal of pride in his neighborhood
and was always willing to help someone in need. He
especially took the younger guys under his wing. He was
more like a big brother than a father figure. He was able
to solve problems and be a guide to the younger guys to
set them on the right course. He helped the Sons of
Peterstown Club get on its feet and clear hurdles as it
grew. He supported every community event and
encouraged others to get involved.
His love for the community was taught to him by his
parents. His mother, Anna, nee Macina, was a midwife
and assisted in the births of countless babies in the
neighborhood. Anna was a certified midwife when she
arrived from Italy when she was 19 years old. Many times
she would be paid in trade because money was scarce.
His Father Joseph was a carpenter. When it came time to
build the steppe on the top of St. Anthony’s Church it
was he who had skills to do so. Jo Jo went to Elizabeth
public schools and graduated Thomas Jefferson High
School in 1956. He played football and baseball in high
school and later went back to coach football. He went to
Upsala on a scholarship and finished his degree at Seton
Hall. After college he played catcher for local fast-pitch
softball teams. He also coached Pop-Warner Football in
Roselle Park.
In 1971 he married Connie Pavese, who moved from
Vallata Italy to Elizabeth. They have two children, a son
Joseph, who's an electrical engineer with a wife named
Amy, and a daughter Anna Gil, who is principal of
Christopher Columbus School #15 in Peterstown. She
and her husband, Daniel, have two daughters, Gabriela,
20 months and Sofia, 5 months old.
Jo Jo Ferrara will be missed dearly by young and old
alike. His passion for the community will be hard to
replace.

“A real brick oven produces a fabulous crust”
Wednesday -Sunday
11am - 10:30pm

TOMMY’S PIZZA
& RESTAURANT

Coffee • Espresso • Cappuccino • Smoothies • Snacks

Joe & Tony
Paternostro

AFFORDABLE PRICES - RELAXING ENVIRONMENT
Mon - Fri 11:00am - Midnight
Sat & Sun 11:00am - Midnight

(732) 882-0400
1193 Raritan Rd. Clark, NJ 07066

www.etownnetcafe.com

908-354-1887
639 So. Broad St. • Elizabeth, NJ
Al & Lorraine Santillo, Proprietors
2 liter soda w/ purchase of 2 large pies

MAGIC FOUNTAIN ICE CREAM & GRILL

DiCosmos’

Call Ahead for
Speedy Pick-Up

Italian Delicacies

Open year round serving breakfast, lunch and dinner
FREE
Delivery

ASK US ABOUT
OUR CATERING
MENU FOR YOUR
HOLIDAY PARTIES

(908) 351-3133
300 Williamson Street,
Elizabeth NJ

JOANNE’S LUNCHEONETTE
Hot &Cold Catering
Daily home made soups
Specials & Deserts
“Phyllis’ Specialty Cakes”

908-355-3513
461 Third Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ

Pinho’s
Bakery
1027 Chestnut Street • Roselle, NJ

908-245-4388
Tuesday - Saturday 5am - 7pm
Sunday 5am - 6pm

WE DELIVER

WE DELIVER

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

1063 Fairmount Ave.
Elizabeth, NJ 07201

908-289-2277

Fax: 908-289-4883

ITALIAN DELI
& CATERING

BELLA GINA’S

“Over 75 years of service”

Where you are treated like family

OPEN DAILY:
Mon-Fri: 9:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Sat: 9:00 AM-.6:00 PM
Sun: 9:00 AM-.3:00 PM

Formerly Dicosmo’s, Under new ownership since 2003:
Gina Miranda, Jim Miranda and Anthony Garofalo

Hot & Cold Subs
Mozzarella Made Fresh Daily
Famous Focaccia Bread Sandwiches

ITALIAN DELI

Catering • Café

Garry DiCosmo
Proprietor

908-925-6868 • Fax 908-925-5736

(732) 669-0388

1025 W. St. Georges Ave. • Linden, NJ

BLOCKBUSTER PLAZA
CLARKTON SHOPPING CENTER
1073 RARITAN ROAD, CLARK, N.J.

Fax: (732) 669-0391

MAP OF ELIZABETH NJ
Around About Peterstown is published by Joe Renna. It is now in its 9th year of publication. It started as a community
newspaper for the Peterstown section of Elizabeth and grew to a distribution of 15,000 printed every two months. It
is distributed free throughout Union County and by subscription across the state and around the country.
Special pull-out from
the December 06 issue
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NEIGHBORHOODS OF ELIZABETH
Map of Elizabeth Neighborhoods Researched by
Charles Aquilina for the Elizabeth Public Schools
Bicentennial Committee in 1976.

6) BRITTAN VILLE Developed in mid 1800's. Area
13

11

14
1) THE PORT 7th Street to Sound. North of Elizabeth
Avenue at first Irish and German, then Eastern
European Jews. Developed by Edward Kellog. 1835 as
an industrial area. Terminus for “York” road started in
1700's from Philadelphia.
1a) BUCKEYE OR NEW MEXICO. Hungarian, Irish
and Mexican Seventh to Fifth Streets from tracks to
Livingston Street (Part of Port).
1b) DIAMONDVILLE Local citizens would pick coal
from R.R. cars or from area adjoining cars to burn for
fuel in winter. Irish, German (Part of Port).
2) KERRY HEAD “THE HEAD” James Keirghry of the
Kerry Keighry. Captain John S. Cunnings Engine No.
2. Famous local leader. Irish and German. Developed
by Edward Kellog in 1850's to 1860's.
2a) THE BUSH Outskirts of Kerry Head toward the
meadows.
3) PETERSTOWN “THE BURG” George and John
Peters owned land which was sold into house lots in
1885. First Irish and German then Italian.
4) FROGHOLLOW East of Atlantic Street south of
Elizabeth Avenue west of First Street. Irish, Slavic and
Polish. So called because marshes contained many
frogs and fishing was excellent for area residents.

Street legend
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5) HELLTOWN First Street to Elizabeth Avenue
Turning left at foot of First Street a block away N.J.
Drydock, Nixon's shipyards, (Holland Submarine).
“Rope Walk” employed up to 1,000 workers till it
burned in 1890's.

featured “English Gardens”. Area approximately
from Bridge Street to Central Baptist Church.
7) UPTOWN When First Street area was in its
business boom, many stores had branches in both
sections.
8) QUALITY HILL Hilltop homes Grier Avenue
South Broad Street, South Street Grove Street,
Williamson Street Mansions the most expensive in
the City. Developed 1860-1890.
9) GREATER ELIZABETH South Elmora Avenue
near South Broad Street negotiations with Linden
to incorporate eastern part.
10) BAYWAY Bayway Avenue from Spring Street,
Polish and Italian. Jerry Bentley, “Unofficial
Mayor” in early period.
11) SHEARER VILLE ELMORA William H. Shearer,
developer. Former Superintendent of Schools.
Later Elmora 1890's.
12) WEST END South side of C.R.R. tracks, West of
Elmora Avenue.
13) NORTH END Wilder Street and North Broad
Street. Almost part of Hillside.
14) ROUTLEDGE Stanton Avenue, Kilsyth Road
Cross Avenue, Wilber G. Quincy and Walter D.
Perkins, developers.
15) WESTMINSTER Developed by Edward J.
Grassman in 1920's. Became prestigious area.
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Wishing everyone a
Happy Holiday

Open 7 days

FREE UP YOUR DAY!!!
Drive in for a fast, friendly oil change, drop off your
Laundry & Dry Cleaning and get a quality hand car wash
All in less than 30 minutes.

908-353-4178
908-353-0418
1068-80 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ
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WANT TO SELL?? NEED TO SELL??
DON'T SETTLE FOR LESS,
DON'T FALL INTO THE 3% TRAP...
YOU CAN HIRE US AND OUR ENTIRE TEAM
FOR THE PRICE OF ONE SINGLE AGENT!
FREE OVER THE PHONE HOME EVALUATION

Dec 06

PRESTIGÉ
134 E. WESTFIELD AVE • ROSELLE PARK, NJ 07204

908-245-9300

108 N. UNION AVE • CRANFORD, NJ 07016

908-276-7440

Just
Listed
UNION $379,000
SPLIT LEVEL HOME
This home features 3 bedrms, 1.1
baths, living rm, Eat-in-Kitchen,
Dining R, Full Basement, 1 Attached
Garage, Storage Rm, & Powder
Rm.. Call today for more
information 908-245-9300

PLAINFIELD $165,000
MOVE IN CONDITION
A true 2 bedroom condominium
with Formal dining rm, kitchen,
living rm, Excellent Condition,
Laundry area throughout
complex… Call today for more
information 908-276-7440

KENILWORTH $399,999
MOVE IN CONDITION
Beautiful Cape Cod, Recently
remolded, 3 bdrms, full baths,
Living rm, Formal Dining rm, Eatin-Kitchen, Finished Basement,
attached garage… Call Today for
more details 908-276-7440

ELIZABETH $510,000
MULTI FAMILY
Good size 2 family, 1st unit features;
2 bedrms, dining rm, eat-in-kitchen,
living rm, porch. 2nd unit features: 2
bedrms, eat-in-kitchen, living rm and
pantry. Separate heat and hot water,
Fenced yard, vinyl siding, finished
basement… Call today for more
information….908-245-9300

PLAINFIELD $315,000
CAPE COD
Property located in the Sleepy Hollow
Area on huge lot!! New Boiler &
heating, 4 bedrms, 2 full baths,
formal dining rm, eat-in-kitchen,
living rm, attached garage, basement,
Great Location!! Call today for more
details…908-276-7440

SOUTH PLAINFIELD $339,900
GREAT LOCATION!!
Large Ranch w/ Formal dining rm,
eat-in-kitchen, 2 bedrms, 2 full
baths, fireplace in living rm, semienclosed back porch, finished
basement, driveway… Call today
for more details 908-276-7440

ROSELLE PARK $388,000
COLONIAL
This lovely 3 bdrms Colonial with
formal dining rm, eat-in-kitchen,
living rm, foyer, 2 full baths, finished
basement with summer kitchen,
park-liked yard, plenty of parking,
above ground pool… Call for more
details 908-245-9300

ROSELLE PARK $465,000
MULTI-FAMILY
First unit features: living rm, dining rm,
eik, 1 bdrm, full bath. Second features
3bdrms, living rm, dining rm, eik, full
bath. Lots of closets, Basement, Great
Neighborhood.. Call today for more
details….908-245-9300

UNION $475,000
GREAT HOME
Beautiful Colonial on quiest tree
lined st., Desirable Washington
Area, 3 spacious bedrms, 2 full
remolded bathrms, formal dining
rm, remolded kitchen, and all
season porch, living rm, full finished
basement, above ground pool, Great
Neighborhood…Call today for more
details 908-276-7440

ROSELLE PARK $ 342,999
RANCH HOME
Newly Renovated Ranch just move in,
3 bedrms, full bath, eat-in-kitchen,
living rm, new windows & furnace,
newer roof, finished basement, above
ground pool, updated kitchen, Quiet
Neighborhood…Call today for more
details 908-276-7440

LINDEN $ 279,000
THIS HOME IS A GEM
Features 3 bedrms, full bath, Living
rm, spacious eat-in-kitchen,
hardwood flrs, family den, Full
basement, 1 car garage, large yard…
Call for more details 908-245-9300

LINDEN $250,000
CONDO- ONE FLOOR UNIT
Perfect for first time buyers! This
condo features 2 bedrms, 2 full
baths, formal dining rm, eat-inkitchen, Laundry rm, Call today for
more details…908-245-9300

DEBBIE HARRIS’S PHOTOS FROM SICILY
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(above) Winding road in the morning sun.
(above, l-r) In a surprising
coincidence, while visiting the
ruins of Selinunte, the group
happened to run into a friend
from back home, Lucille
(above, l-r) Patricia Altobelli, Debbie Harris, Diana Friedman, Joanne Arena, DiGiovine, who happened to be
Mary Tomasso, Rosemarie Mollozzi, in Savoca, in front of the cafe used in on her honeymoon with her
the movie The Godfather when Michael meets his prospective father-in-law. husband Lou Confessore.
(above) Mt. Etna in the Background.

Not for Nothing But..
Justice Scalia described
his hand gesture to the
press as being “Sicilian”.
(Above) A view from atop Castlemola.

(above) A group standing on the Greek ruins in Siracusa.
GENERAL CONTRACTORS
AND DEVELOPERS
Albert G. Mauti, Jr
Joseph Mauti
T: 908-351-1177
F: 908-351-3871

WWW.HarborFrontVillas.com
149 Front Street • Elizabeth, NJ
Luxury Town Homes - Private Community
Water Front - Adjacent to Marina
Open House Every Sat. & Sun., 11am to 4pm
908-354-6000 Antonio Costa 973-460-5090

540 North Avenue
Union, NJ 07083
www.m-mconctruction.com

How much is your home worth?
Call for a free market analysis.
Top 1% In Closed Units

Elizabeth Bataille

Sales Associate
Cell: (908) 202-1702
Direct Line: (908) 518-5294
elizabeth-bataille@burgdorff.com

BUYING, SELLING OR OWN
A HOME WITH AN OIL TANK?
Call about our tank testing and protection program.

To keep your family comfortable
all winter long your heating company
had better be extra special.
HOME HEATING OIL
AND DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY

Prompt, Courteous Service
Call for details.
• Oil boiler & furnace installation and service
• Storage tank protection program
• Tank replacement
• Tank testing
Watch for our RED trucks
For over 50 years
our“RED TRUCKS”
have been a recognized symbol
of know how and reliability.

908-351-0313
Family owned business
Since 1946

Serving Union and Middlesex Counties for over 50 years
and enjoys a reputation for integrity and reliability.

Kevin MacNamara
Sales - Associate
Cell: 908-578-1455
908-810-1811 Ext. 137
Fax: 908-810-1817
www.alljerseyrealty.com
www.alljerseyhomes.com
e-mail: kmacnamara60@earthlink.net
1200 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ 07083

Free Property Market Evaluation
_____
Serving Your Community
Since 1984
_____
Pre-Foreclosure
& Estate Sales Specialist
_____
Residential Listings,
Sales & Rentals Specialist
_____
Dedicated to Providing Superior
Service In Property Marketing
_____
Specializing In Essex County,
Union County
& Surrounding Areas
_____
Negotiable Commission

1555 Oakland Avenue Union NJ 07083 • Office 908.687.7757 • Fax 908.687.7758

A ONCE IN A LIFETIME JOURNEY TO SICILY
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Submitted by Debbie Harris
I have always been curious about the Sicilian town of
San Giovanni Gemini, the birthplace of my maternal
grandparents, Concetta Romano Di Dolce and Giuseppe
Di Dolce. With the help of the internet, I began years
ago to research my family history and San Giovanni
Gemini. Last year when my older sister Diana asked me
whether I would be interested in traveling with her to
Sicily, I jumped at the opportunity. My husband, Rusty,
encouraged me to make the trip with my sister despite
his inability to travel with us.
Not too long after I made my decision to travel to
Sicily, I was speaking with my childhood friend, Joanne
Signorelli Arena, and I mentioned the trip I was
planning. Just a few minutes after our telephone
conversation ended, Joanne called back and asked
whether she and her sister, Mary Signorelli Tomasso,
could join us. Their father, Ozzie Signorelli and his
family were also from Sicily and Joanne, like me, was
thrilled by the idea of seeing the land of her ancestors.
Joanne later came to find that her grandmother’s family
was also from San Giovanni Gemini and her
grandfather’s family was from the town of Cammarata
next to San Giovanni Gemini.
Before I knew it, the traveling group had grown to
include a few more of our friends, Rosemarie DeRose
Mollozzi, Patricia Altobelli and Irene LaBrutto Russo.
Shortly after we finalized our travel arrangements, Irene
learned she was going to be a grandmother. Both of her
sons, Jerry and Christopher, and their wives were
expecting babies in October and November. Naturally,
Irene could not imagine being out of the country when
the new additions to the Russo clan were born, and
decided to cancel. As of this writing, Jerry and Mary
Russo have welcomed their daughter, Lileana, into the
world. Chris and Michele Russo have welcomed their
son, Dominic Santo, as well. Congratulations to all of
the Russo Family!
The group departed to Italy on October 16, 2006 and
before we knew it we were enjoying the sights of
Palermo, Agrigento, Giardini Naxos, Taormina, Savoca,
Siracusa, Forza D’Agro, Cefalu, Selinunte, Castlemola,
Calatabiano, Cammarata and San Giovanni Gemini.
From the moment we arrived in Sicily, we were
overwhelmed by the beauty of the landscape, the
richness of the history, and the wonderful food and wines
of Sicily. Most of all, we enjoyed partaking in the rich
Sicilian culture. As we roamed the streets of the
medieval towns and observed the local people going on
with their daily routines, it became apparent why
Peterstown (“the Burg”) was the way it was and why its
people did some of the things they did. There was no
doubt that the Sicilians living in Peterstown brought
part of their lives with them when they immigrated to
America.
We visited the towns of Savoca and Forza D’Agro,
where, contrary to what I thought, Martin Scorcese
filmed many of the scenes from The Godfather and
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Godfather II. We were even lucky enough to meet a few
residents who were extras for the film. I cannot tell you
what a rush it was for me to sit in Savoca and sip
espresso in the very spot that Michael Corleone visited
the father of his future bride, Apollonia. In the film,
Apollonia’s father owned the bar/café. In reality an old
woman (not the friendliest Sicilian citizen) owns it.
Nevertheless, it was a fantastic day for all of us.
As wonderful as our visit to Savoca and Forza
D’Agro was, the highlight of the trip and for that
matter, of my life, was our visit to San Giovanni
Gemini and Cammarata, locally referred to as the “twin
towns.” I made the trip with my sister, Diana, Joanne
Arena and Patricia Altobelli. Our tour guide, Rosella
Bozzo, graciously helped us find a local driver,
Francesco. Making the trip even more interesting was
the fact that our driver, Francesco, spoke no English
and we spoke very little Sicilian. We did manage to
explain to Francesco that we were searching for
relatives we may have in the twin towns.
The twin towns are perched on the side of a
mountain and given this location, we found it amazing
that these towns existed at all. Francesco drove us to
the top of the mountain via local highways and a
winding, narrow road. At the top of the mountain, we
came upon San Giovanni Gemini. Our driver,
Francesco escorted us to San Giovanni Gemini’s town
square where we were met with curious stares from all of
the men who were gathered there. Francesco explained
who we were and why we were there. One of the men
then motioned to us to follow him. We followed him
through the cobblestone streets, having no idea where
he was taking us. We were all overcome with emotion
as we walked the streets of the town. While walking, I
had an epiphany – I realized that we were the first
members of our family to venture back to Sicily since
our grandparents had emigrated over seventy years ago.
Our guide led us to a scene very familiar to all of us
as “Burg” girls -- the San Giovanni Men’s Club. The
club, which had about twenty tables, was hosting groups
of men in various stages of card playing. Again, we were
met with curious stares until the man explained who we
were and why we were visiting their town.
Unfortunately, none of them was able to point us in the
right direction. We decided to continue on to
Cammarata to search for any members of the Signorelli
or Consiglio families who might remain there.
Francesco took us the short distance into the heart of
Cammarata. Again, we came upon a sort of town square
where men were gathered and we tried to explain the
purpose of our visit. Lucky for us there was a teenage
boy with the men who spoke fairly good English. The
boy explained to the group and suddenly there was a
sense of excitement in their voices. The men called out
to a man driving by in a truck. Coincidentally this man
was actually a “DiDolce” and we learned later, was my
mother’s cousin. Apparently, his father and my

grandfather were half-brothers, having the same father,
but different mothers. While I was attempting to speak
to my mother’s cousin, I heard the men shouting to a
woman driving by. This woman it turns out was a
“Signorelli” and from what we could gather, a cousin of
Joanne’s father, Ozzie Signorelli. We took pictures that
day at the San Giovanni Men’s Club, the town squares
in San Giovanni and Cammarata, and also with our new
found relatives. The day was perfect even as we said our
goodbyes and drove off. Unfortunately, the pictures we
took that day did not come out. I’d like to think that our
grandparents were looking down on us from Heaven that
day and smiling because we had visited the place where
they were born (and some of our aunts and uncles were
born, too).
As a side note, while we were visiting the ruins of
Selinunte, and strolling the outside area shopping the
little stands for souvenirs, Joanne and I bumped into a
woman we had worked with previously. You can imagine
our delight in running into each other so many
thousands of miles away! The woman, Lucille DiGiovine
Confessore was on her honeymoon with her new
husband, Lou Confessore. We are still amazed at the
coincidence and none of us can believe that in our
excitement to see each other, no one took a single
photograph.
I also could not tell the story of our trip without
mention of Paolo Galati. We met Paolo three days
before we were to return home. Paolo was a driver
recommended to us by Sebastian, the owner of the hotel
where we stayed in Giardini Naxos. Paolo took us to see
Castlemola and drove us back and forth on our shopping
jaunts to Taormina. He also recommended one of the
best trattorias we ate at during our entire stay in Sicily.
For some reason, we hit it off. I think he looked at me as
a sort of an American aunt. On the night before we were
to return to the U.S., Paolo invited us to his home in
Calatabiano, where we met his lovely wife, Salvina, and
their children. Salvina graciously opened up her home
to six strange American women and served us drinks and
coffee, all while we tried our best to communicate with
one another.
I am sure that all the girls who made the trip with me
will agree that this was a trip of a lifetime. We laughed
together, cried together, sat in awe of the sights together,
sipped limoncello and wine together and our group will
always now be remembered among ourselves as the
“Sicilian Pussy Cats”. I will leave the rest of you to
wonder where that came from.

WHITE WAY
WINDOW
FACTORY
PET SHOP
& BUILDING SUPPLY, INC.
Family owned for three generations since 1926.

Manufacturer of Quality Vinyl Windows

Quality Vinyl Replacement Windows
FACTORY DIRECT

Tropical Fish • Marine Fish • Reptiles
Canaries • Parakeets • Handfed Parrots
Food • Supplies • Habitats • Toys

Hablamos Español

(973) 273-0505
(888) 3-JERSEY
687 Frelinghuysen Avenue
Newark, New Jersey 07114

•
•
•
•
•

Bays & Bows
New Construction
Custom Made-to-Order
3% Sales Tax
Free Estimates
SOLID WOOD KITCHEN CABINETS
Complete Starter Sets from $375

CERAMIC TILE from 69¢ a sq.ft.

PUPPIES

Large selection • Fully stocked
(908) 353-8610
Fax (908) 353-2254
950 Elizabeth Ave. • Elizabeth, N.J.
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(below) Members constructed a new
clubhouse in 1950 on the corner of
Fourth Avenue and Amity Street.

HAPPY 70th ANNIVERSARY TO THE CRESTLIN CLUB
History of the Crestlin Boy's Club taken from its 50th Anniversary program in 1986.
Franklin D. Roosevelt was president for two years,
Ford Motor Co. was producing the first V-8 engines, the
Lindy, Charleston, and marathon dancing was in vogue
during the year 1934. Meanwhile, back on Fourth
Avenue in the Peterstown section of Elizabeth, a club
known as the Original Disgusted Millionaires was on the
brink of being dissolved due to the hard times prevalent
as a result of the greatest depression this country ever
had to endure. There were ten remaining members who
could not continue to exist as a club, resulting in the
termination of this famous Peterstown landmark.
At this point, the late Harry Feminella and his late
brother Mike decided to take over the old clubhouse.
They concluded the young men of the neighborhood
needed a place to congregate. This club had no official
name and lasted until 1935.
Following this failure, another young enterprising
man by the name of Nick “Doc” D'Antico (now
deceased) was determined that he would utilize these
new quarters as a club. This particular effort flourished
until the summer of 1936. Within a span of two years,
three different organizations striving to become a stable
meeting spot for the young men of Peterstown went the
way of the Model T Ford - out of existence.
After these unsuccessful club formations, a group of
26 young men decided to meet in an attempt to organize
a worthwhile and enduring club. And so it happened on
July 17, 1936 the Crestlin Boys Club was born. How did
it acquire its name is the next question. A young lad
named Anthony LaQuaglia, (now deceased) suggested
the name of the new club be called Crest denoting this
meaning for peak, crown, pride, courage, etc. Then
another young man of the original 26 organizers
mentioned the addition of the letters lin of which the
majority approved and the name became official. On
July 22, 1936, legal corporation papers were drawn up
and filed resulting in a legalized corporation with the
name never to be duplicated in the state of New Jersey.
The dues at this time were the huge sum of $.25
cents a month, with an initiation fee of $2.00 plus a
two-month advance payment of $.50 cents.
The motto adopted for the club was “Through peace
there is joy”. Beautiful indeed. All wondered if this
fraternal assemblage would survive and thus avoid the
pitfalls of its predecessors. A favorable sign became
evident when the membership doubled within two
weeks. The new club was truly prospering and its future

looked bright. It would be wise to mention that the
birthplace of the Crestlin Club was originally at 648
Fourth Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey.
At the first meeting, Anthony Ferrara was elected
president, his vice president was Michael Feminella, the
secretary was Charley Bisco and the trustees were
Anthony LaQualglia and Santo Toso. Now the
association began to move forward. In fact, the club
became a beehive of activity as the membership engaged
in numerous athletic contests including softball, football,
basketball and at a later date, ping pong. As a result,
numerous awards were won including the 1941 City
“AA” Softball Championship. The number of trophies is
on display at the present clubhouse.
In the early 1950's it should be noted that a house
bowling league was formed through the efforts of brother
member Frank Iazzetta (now deceased). The league
continued for 35 more years. Many members became
proficient in pool billiards, in addition to golfing of
which tournaments were once promoted twice yearly.
In the 1930's, also known as the “pot belly stove era”,
one of which the club owned and used to heat the entire
club, adding to this, new members began to see
membership in large numbers. This increase of members
reflected a trend where more than one family member
became Crestlin Boys. Names such as the Bisco's,
Melchione's, Feminella's, Squillace's, Malgieri's,
DiMaggio's, Cistrelli's, Netta's, Paternoster's, Iazzetta's,
Cherichello's, Cassio's, and Lentine's swelled the ranks.
During this decade, the “big band craze” became very
popular with the club being swept among its followers.
Every year the club sponsored two dances one in Spring
and one in Autumn. As a result many members became
outstanding “hoofers”, meaning they were good, and
attended dances in the surrounding towns. What could
be more appropriate at this time than selecting the logo
of the Crestlin Boys Club as a dancing couple?
In fact, the dances sponsored by our club were the
most important social functions of the year. All were
well attended and happy occasions for everyone.
As events moved at a rapid pace, this led the club to
decide to locate to larger and more spacious quarters.
During the year 1937, the club moved to 575 Fourth
Avenue about three blocks down the street (Skinny
Albano's place).
The club now is presently across the street from that
location. The club continued to undertake many

The Crestlin Boy's Club 70th Anniversary party is set for Sunday January 21, 2007 from 1pm to 5pm at Costa's
Restaurant, Chestnut Street, Roselle Park. The event will feature Italian buffet along with beer and wine along
with a DJ for entertainment.
The donation fee is set at $ 45.00 per person paid in advance by December 20, 2006. Any one interested could
send a check along with their name, address and phone number to:
Crestlin Club, 574 Fourth Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07202.
If there are any questions please feel free to call the club at 908-355-4652.

www.bluestreakmotors.com

WE’RE BUILDING OUR FUTURE
AT BENEDICTINE ACADEMY!

SPECIALIZING IN LATE MODEL
LOW MILLAGE

• 100% college acceptance for past 10 years
• All-female, college preparatory program
• New for Fall, 2007 - BA Scholars Program
• A sport for every season
• Scholarships and financial aid available
• Middle States Association accredited
• Committed faculty, family atmosphere
• Private education in the Benedictine tradition
since 1915

CARS/VANS/SUV’S
150 West First Ave. • Roselle, NJ 07203

(908) 241-3939
Fax: (908) 245-6702

Listen, Learn, Love and Lead at BA
Starters, Generators & Alternators
Truck, Bus, Domestic & All Foreign Cars
Luigi Marciante - Owner Operator
245 Elizabeth Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07206

908-355-8815

REGISTER FOR THE
CLASS OF 2011
Saturday, February 3, 2007

Benedictine Academy
840 North Broad Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07208
908.352.0670 Fax 908.352.9424

Special thanks to Frank Osnoto and Paul Insalaco for supplying the photos and text for the history of the Crestlin Club article.
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activities including the famous yearly Christmas Party
for neighborhood children. This became a popular event
but ultimately had to be discontinued in later years.
Unemployment at this time was still one of the major
ills of our economy affecting most club members.
Meanwhile, in Europe, and Asia war clouds began to rise
and many countries were becoming involved, especially
Germany, Italy and Japan seeking world conquest.
Ultimately, our own country was engulfed in this world
war on December 7, 1941 as Japan bombed Pearl
Harbor. Very soon thereafter, as many as 75% of the club
members were called into the armed forces. Then
tragedy struck home as one of our members, Ralph
Veltri, was killed in action in the Pacific Theater, a
painful and sad loss for all of the members. A couple of
our members became prisoners of war while still others
were wounded in action. During this horrible conflict,
much credit is to be extended to Charles Montana (now
deceased). He was most instrumental in maintaining our
club during those bleak days of World War II. Many of
our members were now scattered all over the world.
What a fine contribution and sacrifice that they have
made to insure our freedom. In 1945, the war finally
ended and the boys began their trek for home. Things
slowly began to return to normal including the lifting of
rationing with many new members joining our
organization. How prophetic the club's motto of 67 years
ago “Through peace there is joy”.
The next monumental event in the club's growth was
the discussion and planning to build its own clubhouse.
Property was purchased directly across the street, 574
Fourth Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ, the clubs present
location.
In 1949 a house was removed from that property.
With the assistance of most of the members toward the

erection of the new building, much progress was in
evidence and in 1950, a new clubhouse became a reality.
Meanwhile, a serious problem arose; namely, the lack of
money to meet the club's various building obligations. It
was decided that monetary pledges be floated interest
free to the members and again, the majority of members
responded admirably by loaning the club this needed
money. Without this display of loyalty and confidence,
the club was destined for financial ruin and in fact it
would have been dissolved. The Crestlin Boys spirit
reflected itself in triumph. Twenty-eight years elapsed
before attention was directed toward the redemption of
the pledges. It should be noted that the pledges were
issued on a voluntary basis on three different occasions
and this brought about the successful building of the
present club.
When the year 1977 arrived, our president, Dominick
(Mickey) Sorrentino (now deceased), who incidentally
led our organization on a sound financial footing,
believed that the time had arrived to reimburse the
members who held outstanding pledges. This beautiful
dream materialized when each member who had pledged
their money to the club were paid back in full including
the family members of those that had passed away.
The only remaining “Original Charter Member” is
Walter Scutro.
At every monthly meeting, the deceased brother
members of our club are remembered with a moment of
silence. Every November around All Souls Day a
memorial mass is held at St. Anthony's Church followed
by a communion breakfast. This memorial ceremony has
been occurring annually for many years.

(below) Photo from club’s 30th Anniversary
Dinner-Dance from 1967.

(right) Mickey
Sorrentino was
prsident of the
Crestlin Club for
41 years, from
1961 until 2002.
CRESTLIN CLUB’S PAST PRESIDENTS
Year indicates start of tenure that ended
with the start of the next president
Anthony Ferraro...................................................1936
Michael Feminella.................................................1937
Michael Netta.......................................................1939
Andrew Paternoster..............................................1941
Charles Montano ..................................................1942
Louis Esposito ......................................................1946
Louis Malgieri.......................................................1947
Rocco Paternoster.................................................1948
Ronald Masterpeter...............................................1949
Rocco Paternoster.................................................1950
Alfred DiCosmo ...................................................1951
Sal Larocco...........................................................1957
Alfred DiCosmo ...................................................1958
Anthony DiMaggio ...............................................1959
Alfred DiCosmo ...................................................1960
Mickey Sorrentino................................................1961
Lou Arbucci .........................................................2003
CURRENT PRESIDENT
Paul Insalaco ........................................................2004

732-636-6677
1256 St. Georges Avenue, Avenel, NJ 07001

CLEVELAND AUTO & TIRE
Tel: (908) 352-6355

Fax: (908) 351-2753

Third Avenue & Loomis Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07206
J. DeSalvo

908-276-2940
Tues: 10 - 6
Wed - Fri: 10 - 9
Sat: 9 - 4
Sun: 10 -3
Mon: Closed
25 North Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

H A I R • NA I L S • S K I N • B O DY

ALL HAIRCUTS $10 OFF
With this ad. Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 1215/06

CRESLIN BOYS BOWLING LEAGUE TEAMS FROM THE ‘50’S
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"The Devils" R. Lobrace, C. Cicalese, L. Malgieri,
F. Caprino, A. Triola
"The Niners" E. Hoesterey, F. Iazetta, E. Klein,
M. LaFerrara-missing V. Dadessa

"The Thunderbirds" J. Mariano, C. Gambino,
E. Lombardi,V. Dippel, F. Sorvillo

"The Hot Shots" D. LaPlaca, T. Gallagher, P. Schultz,
T. Fiorino, R. Bisco

"The Bombers" R. DiCosmo, A. DiSavino, F. Pizzelli,
A. Squillace, Zitto- missing J. Melchionie

"The Champions" V. Oliveri, F. Ziegler, F. DiCosmo,
R. Pizzelli, J. Telymonde

SAVE MORE

C E L E B R AT I N G O U R 5 7 T H Y E A R

WITH ONLY

JACOBSON’S

3%
SALES TAX

An Elizabeth
Tradition
since 1949
APPLIANCES

DISTRIBUTING COMPANY

BIG SAVINGS
IN OUR
BEDDING
DEPARTMENT

725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth - 354-8533

We Accept: CASH

Open Mon. & Thurs. 10 am 'Til 8 pm; Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10 am 'Til 6pm;

wy[t

Open Saturday 10 am 'Til 5 pm; closed Sunday's

and Personal Checks

•

BEDDING

•

ELECTRONICS

•

AUDIO & VISUAL

Not responsible for typographical errors. "Bring us your best deal from Tops • PC Richard • The Wiz and we will gladly beat their offer on any item we carry.

A PRESENT TO ALL
OUR CUSTOMERS
Season’s Greeting from all of us at Jacobson’s

10% OFF

GOOD FOR ALL SALE AND
REGULAR PRICED MERCHANDISE
ONE PER CUSTOMER. CAN NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
MAXIMUM SAVINGS IS $100. MUST PRESENT THIS COUPON. OFFER EXPIRES 12/31/06

Special thanks to Marie (Bongiovanni) Schaible for suppling the photos and names of the Crestlin Bowling teams.
Marie is the daughter of Charlie Bongiovanni, anchor for the “The Bums”.
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Jack Barry
Michele
(Emma)
Monaco
732-574-1009
Estate - Internet - Auction Sales & Services
Antiques & Vintage Treasurers
Fax: 732-574-1146
TheGildedlillie@aol.com

www.rahwayauction.com
18 Poplar Street • Rahway, NJ 07065

"The Horners" F. Silvio, R. Paternoster, H. Favor,
J. Veltre, J. Pepe

Auctions held every Saturday at 6:00pm at 1527 Main St., Rahway

Designers Gallery

"The Comets" M. Wargachi, A. Netta, T. Laferrara,
I. Dercole- missing P. Cocuzza

FINE ART AND CUSTOM FRAMING

Stop in and enjoy
our images of Italy
by Park, Shvaiko and Salvano
We also specialize in
sports memorabilia framing
Clarkton Shopping Center
1071 Raritan Rd. • Clark, NJ

(732) 381-6093
Next to DiCosmo's

•
•
•
•
•

"The Angels" A. DiMaggio, A. Paternoster, P. Klein.
A. Nardone, D. Sorrentino

"The Bums" J. Sorrentino, N. Funt, C. Bongiovanni,
D. Lentine -missing F. LoBrace

•
•
•
•

buy
sell
consign
estate sales
conducted

Specializing in:
• Custom Brick
• Block
• Paver Brick
• Concrete Stonework
• Flagstone

artifacts
implements
antiques
candles
gifts and
accessories

Jean Pascarella
3 Eastman Street
Cranford, NJ 07016

(908) 709-1638

• Pavers
• Driveways
• Steps
• Walkways
• Patios
• Retaining Walls
• Chimneys
• Foundations
• Sidewalks
• Curbing
• Cultured Stone
• Belgian Blocks

Serving all
of Union County!
References Available
Satisfaction Guaranteed

“Clean Quality Craftsmanship”
Call today for your free estimate tomorrow!

Office: (908) 925-5500
Cell: (908) 220-3876
3 Generations of Quality Work

10% Off Any job
(over $1000) With Coupon Only • Expires 2/15/06
Coupons may not be combined with any other offer.

UNCLE CHARLIE LIVED HIS 88 YEARS IN PETERSTOWN
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Charles Bongiovanni was born in Elizabeth in 1918.
He was one of 12 children born to Vincenzo and Rosa
Bongiovanni and lived in the Peterstown section of
Elizabeth all his life. He was a lifelong member of St.
Anthony’s Church.
He was educated in Elizabeth and graduated Thomas
Jefferson High School and served in the Army in WWII
in the Pacific Theater. He attained the rank of staff
sergeant. Charles was employed his entire career by the
Singer Manufacturing Company in Elizabeth as a
methods engineer in the screw department.

In lieu of flowers, the family asked
mourners to make contributions
to the Center for Hope Hospice,
Father Hudson House,
111 DeHart Pl.,
Elizabeth, NJ 07202.

(above, l-r) Tess and Charlie
Bongiovanni on their wedding day
in 1949.
(right, l-r) Charlie and Tess
after 41 years of marriage.

(below, l-r) Charlie
and his grandchildren,
Thomas and Katie.

(below, l-r) Brothers, Nick
and Charlie Bongiovanni

CORSENTINO
Home for Funerals
Carl C. Corsentino, Manager

908-351-9595
620 Second Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

HOME FOR FUNERALS
WILLIAM A. LEONARD, Owner

NJ - Lic #2983

JEFFREY F. BISHOP, Manager

NJ - Lic #3520

908-352-5331
242 West Jersey Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey

JAZZ GREAT FRANK VICARI REMEMBERED BACK HOME
Frank Vicari, 75 of New York City died on October 20, 2006 in New York
University Medical Center.
Originally from the Peterstown section of Elizabeth, NJ, Vicari lived in
New York City for the past 27 years. He began his career as a musician playing
in jazz clubs in Newark while he was still a teenager.
He served in the US Air Force where he played saxophone in various
service bands. In the early 1960's Vicari was the lead tenor saxophone player
in Maynard Ferguson's Band. He moved on to play with Buddy Rich and was
a member of Woody Herman's Thundering Herd. Frank lived for several years
in St. Thomas where he played seven nights a week in local jazz ensembles.
When he returned to New York City he toured and recorded with White
Elephant, the Saturday Night Live Band, and many prominent performers
including Tom Waits, George Benson, Dave Matthews, James Brown, John
Lennon, J. Geils, Tony Bennett and Bette Miller. Right up until his death he
was a regular performer at “The Garage” on Seventh Avenue in NYC. He was
a member of the Musician Local 802 Union.
His parents Anthony and Lillian Vicari and his brother Salvatore “Vax”
Frank Vicari
Vicari predeceased Frank. Surviving are his wife Grushenka, daughter, Elaine
Mazuca, two sons Ken and Andre, his sister Marian Falco, 3 grandchildren, and his Aunt Connie.
A memorial service was held at St. Anthony's Church in Elizabeth, NJ on November 6, 2006.

Petruccelli

1-800-640-6996

Marie E. Belmont Baio
Manager, NJ Lic. No 3866

908-352-8167 • 908-352-0299

Memorial Craftsmen

Preparing you for generations to come.

O’DONNELL AGENCY, INC.
ROBERT GRIFFITH
INSURANCE PRODUCER

232 Christine Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07202
Since 1865

3 R D GENERATION
MORTGAGES

3g-mortgage.com

Funeral Home
Family owned and operated for over 100 years!

Charles met his wife, Tess Tenore, as teens while
playing in the School 3 playground. They married in
1949 and were married 41 years. Tess taught for many
years in Elizabeth at Washington, Cleveland, Jefferson
and finally Elizabeth High School.
Bongiovanni was a long time member of the Crestlin
Boys Social Club of Elizabeth, and a member of their
bowling league. He volunteered for the Benedictine
Sisters at their Sunday and Monday night bingos for
many years. He also volunteered with Junior
Achievement. He loved to grow his vegetables and
would brag with Gus Osnato about their "cuccuzza".
Charles and his Tess, who is also deceased, had one
daughter, Marie, who is married to Thomas Schaible. He
is also survived by two sisters, Mrs. Lucy Leo and Rosalie
Marsico; a brother, Nicholas Bongiovanni, and two
grandchildren, his pride and joy, Mrs. Katie Schneider
and Thomas Schaible.
Marie’s memories of her parents focus on the way she
says they taught her how to love, share and just be there
for her family. For Marie, growing up as an “only child”
was not as people thought. She remembers that there
were always a few cousins in tow when she went on
vacation or a day trip. To her many cousins her dad was
“Uncle Charlie”
Marie believes her father’s greatest attributes were his
sense of family and his faith. If someone was in the
hospital, it was him who was went to visit, to give a
shave or just sit by the bedside. He visited his infirmed
friends weekly and wouldn’t miss a visit no matter the
weather or his health.
Marie said “During the last 6 years he was ill, one of
the highlights he looked forward to was reading the
Peterstown Newspaper. He just loved to reminisce about
his neighborhood and friends.”

416 Centennial Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016
908-272-3540

277 N. Broad Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07208
908-352-2180

Benjamin Sheedy
Operations Manager
367 Route 9, Bayville, NJ 08721
cell 908-432-0665

tel 866-393-0333
732-237-9559
fax 732-237-9509
3g-mortagage.com

DiBELLA Financial Group
1st Metropolitan Mortgage

Family owned and operated.
THOMAS R. DREW, JR.
ALAN G. DREW
732-388-4396
16 INMAN AVE. • COLONIA, NJ 07067-1802
(Across from St. Gertrude Cemetery)

Monuments • Headstones • Markers
Granite - Bronze
Cemetery Lettering
WE ERECT PRIVATE FAMILY MAUSOLEUMS

• Tax preparation • Mortgages • Annuities
• Home Equity Loans • Financial Planning

(908) 686-7370
Notary Public • Life/Auto/Home Insurance
Anthony DiBella • Mario DiBella • Joseph DiBella
Thomas DiBella • Frank Locorriere
515 Springfield Road • Kenilworth, NJ 07033

NO APPLICATION FEE!
on your mortgage loans when you mention this ad.

ANTHONY & LOUISE BARILE CELEBRATE 60th
Anthony and Louise Barile of Elizabeth recently
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary with an
intimate family dinner at Pantaggis Restaurant with
their son and daughter and family.
Anthony Barile and the former Louise LaFerrara
were married at St. Anthony's Church in Elizabeth on
October 20, 1946.
Anthony Barile was a detective with the Elizabeth
Police Department for 29 years before retiring in 1981.
He also served in the Army during World War II.
Both are members of the Disabled American
Veterans and Auxiliary #73 of Elizabeth and have
served as Department State Commanders in 1972-73.
Mr. Barile is a member of the Union Elks, Knights of
Columbus and the Retired Police and Fireman's
Organization. Louise Barile was an executive secretary
at Exxon and City Federal Savings Bank before
retiring.
They have a son Frank of Elizabeth, a daughter Ann
Louise and her husband John Barra of Roselle Park
who have two daughters and two sons. John Barr, Jr. of
Pennsylvania, Gina and her husband Vincenzo
Fernicola of West Paterson, Anthony and Christina
Barra of Cape May and Julie and Steve Cennamo of
Union.They have two great-grandchildren, Francesca
and Angela Fernicola.
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(above) Louise and Anthony celebrating their
50th wedding anniversary in 1996.
(right) Louise and Anthony in 1946.

MIKE MUSSO

CANDELINO KITCHENS

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLED

Cabinetry - Marble - Granite - Ceramic Tile

Walls and Floors
Repairs and Regrouting
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE ESTIMATES
908-352-1936
Call after 5pm

Pavel Construction, Inc.
Complete Line,
Expert Masonry & Home Improvement
Elizabeth, NJ
Ray Vella
908-659-9556

C. BARNES & SONS

JERRY CANDELINO

(908) 353-6094
Fax: (908) 353-7253
664 Summer Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202

www.theroofingoutlet.com

WINDOWS • GLASS • DOORS
908-964-0200

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-6 pm, Sat. 9-5 pm

Suppliers of
• Roofing
• Siding
• Gutters
• Windows
• Doors
• Cabinetry

Fax: 908-964-0588
1414 Chestnut Avenue • Hillside, NJ 07205

(908) 353-4443
1011-15 E. Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07201

AMERICAN
PLUMBING & HEATING
SUPPLY CO.
Now Featuring American Water Heaters
(908) 354-2288
fax: (908) 354-4901
461 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ 07206

KITCHEN & BATH Dept.
All Wood Cabinets • Laminate Flooring
Ceramic Tile • Counter Top • Granite
Formica • Marble

Se Habla Español.
908-353-2992

Tuesday
9-6
908-353-6226
Wednesday 9-6
Thursday
9-8
Show Room at
Friday
9-6
930
E.
Grand
St.,
Elizabeth, NJ
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9-5
Order
&
Deliver
in 48 Hours
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Need
A Good
Plumber?
• Sinks
• New Bathrooms
• Toilets • Water Heaters
• Drains • Main Lines
• Showers • Leaky Faucet’s
• Boilers • New Septic
• Garbage Disposals

• Furnaces
• Dishwashers
• Radiators

All Plumbing & Heating Repairs & Installations

ALLIANCE PLUMBING
M.P. J.P. Higgins • Lic. No. 10168

732-602-9703
Serving Central New Jersey
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