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FOOTPRINTS IN THE SANDS OF TIME

F

ewer parents are passing on their family history to their children. Gone are
the days when extended families were intertwined. The needs that brought
people together in order to thrive no longer exist. It has cost generations the
opportunity to learn of the past, understand the present and build a better future.

The Peterstown section of Elizabeth, New Jersey has been traditionally made up of the
descendants of Italian immigrants who arrived in the early 1900's and settled to form a close
knit community. The first generation immigrants worked together, worshiped together and
helped each other. Marriages between the different families in the community combined the
positive traits that both had to offer. The new generation of Italian-Americans was a hi-bred
culture that enjoyed the richness of the culture their parents brought with them from Italy
and the opportunity that America offered.
Parents taught their children about their grandparents. In many cases grandparents, aunts,
uncles and cousins were involved in each other's lives. They physically lived in the same
neighborhood, worked side-by-side at their jobs and met socially in their leisure time. The
important lesson was that, by working together, the family overcame the obstacles of being a
stranger in a strange land. The classrooms were the kitchen table and the lessons were passed
down orally. Old photographs and artifacts took the place of textbooks. The sad reality is that
oral history disappears if it is not carried on. Unidentified photographs become pictures of
(above, l-r) Phil and Dolly Renna
strangers.
with son Sal in 1989. Their
Today's youth must realize that the opportunity that exists for them today did not just
grandchildren Phil and Christine are in
appear over night. They need to know that the comforts they enjoy were a result of what
the photo hanging behind them.
their parents, grandparents and great-grandparents endured. They must understand the
struggles and the risks that their forefathers took on. They would then learn about courage, perseverance, integrity and sacrifice.
Each subsequent generation elevated itself socially and economically. The advancement has also led to the doom of the family as a
community. Distance between brothers and sisters have grown, literally and figuratively. Very seldom are their households located in the
same county, let alone the same city. The following generation will find more families with members living in separate states. Socially the
relationships between cousins are fleeting. The value of the family is being diminished as the level of independence in our society grows.
The relationship fades when the desire to stay connected doesn't measure up to the effort to do so. It would take a concerted effort to
reverse the trend.
Sal Renna of Rahway, New Jersey has boxes of old photos, and knows the stories of the people in them. He even has a copy of the
manifest from the ship his grandfather; father, aunts and uncles arrived on from Italy in 1916. Though Sal is a wealth of knowledge, he
has the best reference library by his side, his mother, Christine, better known as Dolly.
Dolly, originally form Peterstown, is 94 years old and fascinating to talk to. The stories she tells usually extend into the lives of friends
and neighbors who were an important part of the
family's history. Her grandchildren get a first
hand account of life in America throughout the
20th century. It's like a documentary on the
History Channel staring their family. It's a lesson
they will never forget.

(left) Sal Renna’s mother, aunts and
uncles. (standing, l-r) Fanny (Falicia
Siscia), married to Nick Renna,
Sal’s mom, Dolly, nee Landolfi,
Carmella Renna, Francenza (Jimmy)
Renna, Sal (Duke) Renna, Jossie
Insalaco. (seated, l-r) Joe Russo,
Phil Renna, Manual Renna and
Lucy Russo.

LETTER POLICY
Around About Peterstown welcomes Letters to
the Editor at our postal, fax or e-mail addresses.
Letters must include sender’s name, address and
phone number (only name and town will be printed).
Letters should be typed. Letters appear as space
permits. We reserve the right not to print a letter
without notifying sender.
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Dear friend:
On behalf of the students, teachers, parents and
administrators involved in our successful Italian American
Partnership Program, I would like to extend my most sincere
gratitude for the lifetime memories you helped provide for our
students. Our partners' visit to the United States was an
experience of a lifetime and one they will not forget! During
trips to New York City, Philadelphia, PA and Washington,
D.C., the students were able to gain a deep appreciation for
the culture and history America has to offer. Our lives have
been greatly enriched by this experience. This trip opened up
a completely new world for these children, driving home the
understanding that we are indeed a global community. We
feel honored to have formed this bond with so many families
that espouse the same commitment to global exchange
programs and all their consequent benefits.
Once again, many thanks for your support and interest in
the Italian American Partnership Program. Your kindness
and generosity have been greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,
Alphonsina Paternostro, Supervisor
World Languages, Bilingual/ESL
Linden Public Schools
Dear Joe,
A cousin of mine sends me copies of your newspaper; I,
in turn, send the copies on to other cousins, all of whom,
like me, grew up in Elizabeth. Your paper is enjoyed by our
family in Pittsburgh, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Florida and California. It evokes precious memories of
Elizabeth and New Jersey. It’s so nice to see that the
wonderful food and culture of Peterstown continue to be
enjoyed by succeeding generations.
On page 3 of the April 06 edition, a 1954 photo of a
group of boys in front of Cleveland Jr. High brought back
memories. The boy in the photo identified as Jim Murrary
was a friend of my brother Walter Mooney who passed away
in 1998, and I’ve lost contact with Jimmy.
I live in Mt. Lebanon, a suburb of Pittsburgh; one of the
many places I've called home since leaving Elizabeth, and
the closest I've lived to NJ in many years. Meanwhile, I
wish you all the best and want you to know how grateful I
am for news from the old hometown.
Mary Love,
Mt. Lebanon, PA
Hi,
I love the idea of the Peterstown newspaper. What a great
was to catch up on old friends and what is going on.I grew up
on Loomis Street between Second and third Avenues.I was
married in St. Anthony’s in 1965 and have lived in
Rockaway ever since. It’s always fun to go back and visit old
friends and go down memory lane.
Thanks so much,
Ceil Donofrio
Rockaway, NJ

Dear Editor,
The 1931 Original Mattanos football team photo
(below)that appeared in the April 06 issue of the Peterstown
Newspaper had a few players who were not identified. One
of those players, the second person in the top row (insert),
was my grandfather Phil Costanzo. He was actually the
brother-in-law of another fellow in the
photo, Vito Scaturo.
Phil Costanzo was my mother,
Constance’s father, who grew up on
South 5th Street in Peterstown
before moving to Linden, NJ.
Hope this helped,
Todd Mesler
Linden, NJ

Dear Joe,
I would be remiss if I did not write to you again and tell
you what a great job you and your staff are doing. As one
who was born in Peterstown and lives away from this section
of Elizabeth it is your newspaper that keeps me aware of
what is going on in the Burg.
I was totally impressed and happy with the article “Vallata
and Linden Partnership Program”. For me being Vallatese, I
found it very interesting. Like most other Vallatese I was not
aware that such a great exchange program took place. I am
sure for many of the youth from Vallata or Linden it would
be the only time they would have a chance to travel outside
of the United States or Italy.
Since 1982 I would say I have been to Vallata thirty
times or more and have seen unbelievable changes in that
town. One who has not been there in many years would
never believe how big the town itself has become, including
its population. I am so proud of being Vallatese that on 12
March 1993 the Italian government gave me citizenship to
that country with my official Italian residence being Vallata,
thus I have dual citizenship.
About four years ago, while Pastoral Associate of Mount
Carmel Church in Montclair, which has many families from
the Province of Avellino. I put together a trip to the Province
with a day trip to Vallata. It was a great adventure to say the
least. As one who loves to travel I would like to know if an
organization is sponsoring a trip to Vallata. It would give a
great opportunity to those to see where it all started for them
as Valletse and I would gladly help. I know before the fall of
2006 arrives I will have visited Vallata again.
Each time you put out another bi-monthly edition of your
newspaper I can tell you that my spirits and pride of being an
Italian escalates, especially being Vallatese.
Take care and I am sure God has you all in the palm of
His hands.
Always,
Joe Monaco
Brigadier General (Ret.)
Scotch Plains, NJ

To whom it may concern,
My name is John LaRocca, I am a physical education
teacher at Roosevelt Middle School in Elizabeth, where I
have been teaching over the past twenty years. I have
coached Elizabeth High School Boys Basketball for fourteen
years, and I am also an alumnus of Roosevelt Middle
School.
I am contacting you today because I am the director of a
boys and girls summer basketball camp that I have been
running for the past seven years.
This camp provides a safe drug free environment, and
allows the children to experience a week of learning and fun.
The children have greatly benefited from participating in
our camp, and we are trying to increase the number of
children from Roosevelt to attend camp.
Our children are from low-income families, and we do
not charge a fee to send them to camp. I have been relying
on sponsorship from community businesses, and citizens of
Elizabeth to sponsor individual children. Each child that
comes to camp receives a basketball, t-shirt, awards and
lunch is provided daily.
Quite a few of our campers from recent years have gone
on to play basketball for Elizabeth High School; there are
many that are playing for the program right now. Some have
even extended their careers by playing for Division 1
College's. This is only possible because of your generous
donations.
To sponsor a child to attend camp for a week is $125.00,
but any donation would be greatly appreciated.
I am hoping that we can count on your support this year.
If you have any questions, or would like to speak to me
personally, you can contact me at: (732) 970-1844.
Sincerely,
John LaRocca
Morganville, NJ
Please make checks payable to Summer Superstars Camp:
John LaRocca
15 Monticello Ct.
Morganville, NJ 07751
Or John LaRocca
Roosevelt Middle School
650 Bayway Avenue
Elizabeth NJ 07202

Editor’s Opinion
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everybody has one - this is mine - by Joe Renna

contradictions defy logic. For instance, an illegal alien
exists outside the main stream of society, with below
poverty level wages and separated from their foreign
home and family. Yet, the choice to come live in these
conditions is their own. The illegal immigrants are not
forced into this life. Yet they are perceived as victims of
America's effort to secure its borders and manage the
population.
I think it is dehumanizing that the millions of people
live and work in an environment that is not equal to
their neighbors. They are victims. But they are not
victims of the American government. They are victims
of their home land that has made living conditions so
deplorable there, that life as a second-class citizen in the
United States is better than a lawful existence back
home.
Instead of protesting against American policy, the
illegal immigrants and their community leaders should
direct their efforts at the government of the country in
which they are legal citizens.

Not for Nothing But..
the

United

States

immigrant policy needs
to

practice

“Tough

Love,” a combination of
compassion and discipline.

EDDIE GRAY LEGACY
LIVES THROUGH CAMP FUND
In his time, Eddie
Grey was a model of
community service.
He dedicated his life
to helping others. He
was a great
humanitarian who
loved people and had
a special place in his
heart for children.
Though Eddie Gray
passed away in 1987
his memory is being kept alive through the Eddie Gray
Camp Fund.
Eddie was a strong believer in the need for healthy,
positive experiences for kids, and worked tirelessly to
provide these experiences for children living in poverty.
One of Eddie's greatest joys was to get as many children
as possible into Summer Camps. He knew the value of
moving kids out of the city for a week or two into the
healthy, peaceful atmosphere of life in the country.
Thousands of children benefited from camp experiences
because of Eddie's love for them.
The Camp Fund was established after his death to
continue his great work. The goal of the Fund is to send
500 children to camp each year. Some children are
handicapped, some are blind, most are poor, but all are
special.

Tax-deductible donations can be made to The Eddie
Gray Camp Fund. P.O. Box 229, Elizabeth, NJ 07206. It
costs an average of $115 per week, per camper, but it's
worth every penny. Information about the fund can be
obtained by calling Angela at St. Joseph's Social Service
Center at 908-352-2989.

New Jersey Chapter

SOCIETY OF
PROFESSIONAL
JOURNALISTS

(above) Cover of the June 05 issue of
Around About Peterstown with award winning article.

AND THE AWARD
GOES TO...
Joe Renna, Around About Peterstown
The New Jersey Chapter of the Society of
Professional Journalists presented their annual awards to
outstanding journalists working for daily and weekly
newspapers, radio and television stations, magazines,
newsletters and online publications. The 54 award
categories range from investigative reporting to editorial
cartooning. Around About Peterstown won the first place
award for “Enterprise Reporting.”
The category was for a single article on a significant
issue that uncovered unusual initiative and originality
on the part of the reporter finding a story that might not
have been told otherwise. Publisher, Joe Renna wrote
the article about his wife Tina and her ongoing work as
an advocate for open government. The article exposes
the ongoing violations of the Open Public Records Act
by the County of Union. The article can be found on
the website www.joerenna.com.
The New Jersey Chapter of SPJ was founded in 1959
and its annual journalism awards program has grown
steadily over the years to become one of the most
competitive and prestigious in the state. This year it
attracted more than 500 entries. A full list of award
winners can be found at the chapter's web site:
www.njspj.org.
The chapter is part of the Society of Professional
Journalists, a broad-based national organization founded
in 1909 to promote the free flow of information vital to
a well-informed public, to encourage high ethical and
professional standards among journalists, to inspire and
educate the next generation of journalists, and to
protect First Amendment guarantees of freedom of
speech and press.
It is a strong advocate for open government and a cofounder of the New Jersey Foundation for Open
Government (www.njfog.org), which played a key role
in winning passage of the state's reformed Open Public
Records Act in 2002.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

A CAREER OF
CARING
Many people knew Grey as an Elizabeth police officer.
He joined the force in 1938 and retired 38 years after in
1976. Many others knew him for the work he did with
countless community organizations. Eddie Grey
organized the Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Elizabeth.
He was instrumental in founding the Elizabeth Police
Athletic League and serving as the executive director.
Grey also worked in the juvenile court system.
Some of the boards of organizations on which he sat
were, Elizabeth YMCA, American Red Cross, Union
County Child Development Services Inc., American
Friends Service Committee as a volunteer caseworker
and the Union County Foster Care Task Force, as well as
the Union County Mental Health Association and the
United Cerebral Palsy League.

Don’t miss an issue! Have Around About Peterstown
delivered to your home or office.
Fill out the form below and mail it
along with a check for $15.00
for 1 year subscription (6 issues) payable to:
PETERSTOWN NEWSPAPER
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016



The documentation process that immigrants went
through at the turn of the century continues to deliver
benefits over a hundred years later. The history of a
community is a culmination of the history of each
family it is comprised of. The documents are valuable
tools to learn from the past to build a better future.
The high point of Italian immigration came between
1910 and 1920 when over two million people
immigrated to America. Documenting the new arrivals
enabled the government to control and manage the
population. It was a safeguard for health and safety
concerns, as well as a way to monitor area population.
Communities were able to react accordingly.
Governments could adjust their services to
accommodate the changes. Industry was able to bring
the jobs to the people and housing could develop ahead
of the influx. On the flip side of the equation, the
immigrants could use the process to ease the task of
assimilating.
Making a new life in a new country would have been
overwhelming for the individuals who made the trip
without some mechanism in place to guide them. The
immigration policy required sponsorship from a relative
or a promise of employment. The immigrants who have
just arrived were, in essence, part of an American
community even before they stepped foot off the boat.
And it was that community that helped them find work
and a place to live. By helping each other everyone in
the community thrived.
There is a contradiction in the debate over
undocumented immigrants who are in the United States
illegally. Advocates fighting for the rights of these
illegals to exist under the radar of public record is
actually dehumanizing. Living outside the law relegates
the community to the status of second-class citizen.
They become easy prey for employers with abusive labor
practices. The community of illegal aliens is held in an
economic prison. Unlike the those that immigrate
legally the illegals are stuck in a spiral of disperse with
no way to elevate out of.
The debate becomes more complex because the

Name_____________________________________
Company__________________________________
Address ___________________________________
_________________________________________
Phone ____________________________________
A few back issues are sold out.
Get all back issues available for $15.
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ADVERTISERS’ INDEX
If you like the paper, please thank an advertiser. The
businesses that advertise in this paper make it possible to
print. You can show your appreciation for their support
by patronizing their business's. If they keep advertising,
we will keep printing.
Advertising starts at $45 for a business card size ad, up
to $600 for a full page. Anyone interested in placing an
ad can contact Tina Renna at (908) 709-0530.
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DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS
FROM PETERSTOWN HONORED
On May 21, 2006, Dominic Mele, Edward Netta and
Carl Zarro (posthumously) were presented with the New
Jersey Distinguished Medal with Combat Cluster and a
Certificate of Award for the Medal from Governor John
Corzine. The Silver Combat Cluster, which were
presented on the medal’s ribbon, can only be worn by a
combat veteran who has received a Purple Heart for
being wounded in combat.
The event was held at the Peterstown Community
Center and was hosted by the Admiral William F. Halsey
Chapter #73 of the Disabled American Veterans.
Commander Paul R. Solt, also formerly of Elizabeth, was
Master of Ceremonies. Mr. Mele and Mr. Netta are the
only two surviving charter members of the original 72
from when the organization was started in 1955.
Receiving the honors for Carl Zarro, who passed away
this pass March, was his widow Ann.

The honoree were also presented with citations from
City of Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage and Salvatore
Mione, a Vietnam Veteran who serves as Union County
Veterans Affairs Coordinator. They also presented
Citations to Yolanda Meyers, a life long Peterstown
resident who was elected Commander of Chapter #73
and served for 25 years straight.
The City also recognized the work that the
organization does and presented a citation to
Commander Solt.
The National Headquarters of the Disabled American
Veterans presented the New Jersey Department with the
National Achievement Award.
The event ended with the swearing in of the newly
elected officers for Chapter #73. The organization is
dedicated to supporting the veterans of the state and the
City of Elizabeth in particular.

(above, l-r) DAV Chapter #73 members Ed Netta;
Anthony LaFarrara, Commander of the Military Order
of the Purple Heart; Frank Rehrig; Duke Mele; Russell
Harris, Senior Vice Commander; Tony Barile; Lee
Dempsey; Cabis Brown.
(left) Commander of Disabled American Veterans
Chapter #73 accepts National Achievement Award on
behalf of the members from Virginia Dempsey of the
New Jersey Department of DAV.

Mayor J. Christian Bollwage
City of Elizabeth

Free! Anti-Rabies
Vaccination Program
City of Elizabeth Residents ONLY
Any dog or cat not previously vaccinated.
Any dog or cat with a 1 year certificate.
Any dog or cat vaccinated in 2003.
Location:

Winfield Scott park
corner of East Jersey St. and Winfield Scott Plaza

Saturday, June 24, 2006 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Thursday, July 13, 2006 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
It is recommended that all pets be on a leash!
State Law requires that all dogs be vaccinated before a license is issued.

Dog Licenses will be available on site.
Neutered or Spayed $11.00 (with proof)
Non Neutered or Spayed $16.00

For everyone’s safety please immunize your pets.

ELIZABETH DAV CHAPTER #73
CELEBRATES ITS 50th ANNIVERSARY

(above, l-r) Mayor Chris Bollwage presents citations
to Edward Netta, Dominic “Duke” Mele, Yolanda
Mayers and Ann Zarro, widow of Carl Zarro.

(Right) Ed Netta proudly wears
his Purple Heart and New
Jersey Distinguished Medal
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(Right, l-r) Sal Mione, Veterans Affairs Coordinator for
the County of Union, acknowledges Yolanda Mayers’ 25
year commitment as president of Chapter #73.
DR. NICHOLAS F. PALMIERI
Chiropractic Physician
DR. JOSEPH M. SCHULMAN
Family Physician
Complete Family Medical Care
Chiropractic Care
Sports Medicine Services

(908) 925-0030
1711 North Wood Avenue, Linden, NJ 07036

Tired of not getting
a good night’s sleep?
Trinitas Hospital’s Sleep Disorders Center can help.

I

f you’re not getting the proper amount of sleep, you’re not alone.
A good night’s sleep is essential to maintaining good health.
That’s where we come in.

40 million

A visit to the Sleep Disorders Center at
Americans suffer from
Trinitas Hospital can help! An overnight
sleep disorders affecting
stay at our state-of-the-art facilities can
life, health, work and
diagnose any sleep disorder, and our
relationships.
staff of sleep experts and registered
polysomnographers will be able to assist in all phases of treatment.
Call the Sleep Disorders Center at Trinitas Hospital today at
(908) 994-8694 for an appointment.
Learn more at: www.NJSleepDisordersCenter.com. A good night’s
sleep is closer than you think!

Accredited by the American Academy of Sleep Medicine
Tr i n i t a s Ho s p i t a l i s s p o n s o r e d b y t h e Si s t e r s o f C h a r i t y o f Sa i n t El i z a b e t h .

225 Williamson Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07207
www.TrinitasHospital.org

TOMMY K. JOGS FOND MEMORIES OF KIRK CENTER
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Submitted by Bob Fernandez, Sr.

(above, l-r) Trainer Rocky Albano gives Bob Fernandez
a rubdown after a workout at Kirk Center in 1950.

MY FIRST VISIT TO
THE KIRK CENTER
Forever encased in my mind is the memory of my first
visit to “Kirk Center” gym. The first fight I saw was two
fighters going at it hammer and tong in a spirited
sparring session. I immediately sat down on a bench only
a few feet away from the action. I was never that close to
ring action before and it scared me a bit. The power and
viciousness of the punches were shocking to this young
boy who would get used to it soon enough.
I could see these guys were professionals, they were
very good. Both fighters were wearing headgear and
protective cups. I noticed the initials T.K. on one
fighter's headgear. I then recognized Tommy Kaczmarek,
a local pro who I had seen fight at Twin City Bowl. As
they continued to spar I finally made out Tom's
opponent. He was Tic Mollozzi, a Carmen Basilio type of
fighter known as the “South Street Slugger” by
Elizabeth, New Jersey fight fans. I had also seen Tic fight
and he was strictly punch and destroy.
My first time behind the scenes seeing the fighters
train remains vivid in my mind. It was just as exciting as
being at the Twin City or Elizabeth Armory fights. I
would later learn that some, if not many, gym workouts
are more vicious and hard fought than the real thing. Tic
and Tommy's workouts were no exception.
The gym became one of my favorite places. Some of
the finest people your writer would ever meet were found
at Kirk Center.

The February 06 issue of Around About Peterstown
included an article about Tommy Kaczmarek, the all
time greatest and most respected of boxing judges. In
recent correspondence we both recalled a place fond to
both our minds. The gym in the basement of the
Elizabeth Recreation Center.
It was first known by Elizabeth youth as the Midtown
Community Center, and later was called Kirk Center.
Named after James T. Kirk who was elected and reelected numerous times as Elizabeth, N.J. Mayor. Tom's
jog opened this “place”, one of the most cherished of my
youth, to my favorite pastime reminiscing back to the
golden days of New Jersey boxing. Way, way back to the
late 1940's and early 1950's.
The Center is located in Peterstown, the Italian
section of Elizabeth. This small gym was something out
of a Hollywood movie script, only better.
The Center was financed by the City of Elizabeth.
The money was just enough to keep the place running.
The City couldn't go elaborate; they had the taxpayers
to contend with. Little did they know at the time that
the frugal sum spent for the Center helped shape
hundreds of young men's lives. It kept them off the
streets and out of trouble. Getting them into sports,
thereby installing pride in themselves and to live and
play by the rules of life. A small investment indeed for
aiding those kids in becoming solid law abiding citizens.
One can never forget the first walk off the main floor
at the Kirk Community Center to the rickety flight of
wooden steps that squeaked and groaned as we followed
them down to the boxing gym. The air was filled with
the odor of liniment and sweat. It wasn't an unpleasant
odor; it was what a real gym should smell like. This walk
I would repeat many times in the future.
When entering the gym the boxing ring was on the
immediate right, set in a corner. Wooden floorboards
covered with canvas were set against the concrete floor.
Four ring posts held the ring ropes in place. The ropes
were thought to be very old since they had yards and

yards of adhesive tape wrapped around their entire
length for support from age and wear. Wooden benches
could be placed on only two sides of the ring for the
viewers. The other two sides were against the wall, being
that the ring was set in a corner. The ring canvas was
filthy from all the use it got. One seam was taped over
more than once. I imagined most of the spots on that
canvas were bloodstains. Raggedy-tag but useable. Along
the far wall was cream colored metal lockers, all with
their locking mechanisms broken, but again still useable.
While working out a fighter had a place to put his street
clothes.
Long wooden benches were placed in front of the
lockers. One lone rubbing table was available and a fulllength mirror was hung for shadow boxing use. Two
heavy bags, their canvas worn thin from the punches
received, hung from the ceiling on chains. One speed
bag rack was there for those who had a speed bag. It
seemed only the pro fighters could afford such a luxury.
A small shower room with two showerheads was in
constant use as the fighters came and went. Steam
constantly came out of the open door. Above the gym
was the basketball court, which was always in use
through the evening. It supplied a constant rumble to
the already noisy gym. Both sounds suggested huge
youthful activity. Much energy burned, at the right time
and place.
Forty years later my then four-year old
granddaughter's pre-school class put on a play at Kirk
Center. It was news to her grandparents that “Kirk” was
still open and running, since we had moved from that
area years before.
After being seated I just had to slip away to check
out the gym. It was the evening hours and as I
approached the gym stairs they were lighted up with a
night-light. As I descended, the squeaking and groaning
sound was heard again. I loved every second of that
great symphony, a melody for fistiana. Talk about
jogging fond memories.

(right) Trainer Pete Nozza and Phil “Dennis” Saxton.
(far right) Trainer Pete Nozza plays piano
for his fighters Bob Fernandez and Phil Saxton
after a workout.

Work out your body,
not your wallet!
• New state of the art cardio equipment
• New management/owners
• Mon-Fri 5am-11pm, Sat&Sun 8am-6pm
• Visit website for free guest pass

908-709-4200
12 Commerce Dr. • Cranford, NJ
www.fflfitness.com

Only

$

34

99
per month

No initiation fee! $34.99 monthly
for a minimum of 12 months debited from a
credit card or checking account.
Fit for Life Fitness • Expires 7/31/06

Petruccelli
HOME FOR FUNERALS

Funeral Home

Family owned and operated for over 100 years!

WILLIAM A. LEONARD, Owner

NJ - Lic #2983

JEFFREY F. BISHOP, Manager

NJ - Lic #3520

Marie E. Belmont Baio
Manager, NJ Lic. No 3866

908-352-5331

908-352-8167 • 908-352-0299

242 West Jersey Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey

232 Christine Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

CORSENTINO
Home for Funerals
Carl C. Corsentino, Manager

Memorial Craftsmen

Since 1865

Family owned and operated.
THOMAS R. DREW, JR.
ALAN G. DREW
732-388-4396
16 INMAN AVE. • COLONIA, NJ 07067-1802

908-351-9595
620 Second Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

(Across from St. Gertrude Cemetery)

Monuments • Headstones • Markers
Granite - Bronze
Cemetery Lettering
WE ERECT PRIVATE FAMILY MAUSOLEUMS

ELIZABETH BOXING’S GOLDEN AGE
In 1949 and 1950 Kirk Center was bustling with ring
activity. The Elizabeth Daily Journal had sponsored the
Union County Diamond Gloves Tournament.
Hundreds of kids all over town and throughout Union
County signed up. Kirk Center would accommodate
most of them. They needed trainers and the old time
Elizabeth boxers answered the call. All good men.
They became teachers of the manly art as well as
fathers away from home to the young pugilists. Headed
by Tony Orlando, Sr. was Mickey Bellaro, Joe “T.N.T.”
Tinarella, Rocky Albano, Gene Holmes, Willie
Robinson, Joe Orsini, Johnny Baltz, Mickey Greb and
Joe Harris. Pete Nozza was the youngest of the trainers
and also an excellent one. These men really cared for

their fighters.
There was an acquaintance of mine who wanted to
enter the Diamond Gloves that year. He had never had a
pair of boxing gloves on in his life. He mentioned to the
priest at his parish that he needed a good trainer. The
priest knew one of his long time parishioners had a
boxing background. He got the novice boxer together
with Joe Harris the old pro. Just four weeks of training
under Harris got the 135 pounder his first of five wins in
a division packed with talent that year. Joe Oliveri, the
drummer boy, was the hero of the tournament. His wins
were action packed and title winning. Oliveri then
joined the Marines and won the All Marine
Championship at Paris Island.

(right)The main man at
the gym was Tony
Orlando, Sr. Tony, a
former pro boxer, gave
much of his life to boxing.
Tony took on any kid that
wanted to push leather. It
is said that he never took a
penny from his pro fighters
for his services or time.
Tony was Elizabeth, NJ
boxing. Some of the punch
for pay boys he trained
were Freddy Russo, Roger
Murial, Charley Slaughter,
Richie Gonzalez and Vito
Maselli to name a few.
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(above) Bob and Mary Ann
Fernandez on their wedding
day, September 1, 1956.
(right) Mary and Bob will
be celebrating their 50th
anniversary this year. They
are life members of V.F.W.
Post 7164 in Avenel.

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
BOB FERNANDEZ
Bob Fernandez was born and raised in the Frog
Hollow section of Elizabeth, adjacent to Peterstown. He
graduated Thomas Jefferson High School and married
Mary Ann Lenard, a Battin High School grad. They
presently reside in Albrightsville, PA.
Fernandez parlayed his love for boxing that started
when he visited the Gym in the Midtown Community
Center (a.k.a. Kirk Center) in his youth into a career as
a writer. Bob, now 73 years old, was inducted into the
the New Jersey Boxing Hall of Fame as a writing
historian, having written for “Ring 25” as well as other
publications, promoting the sport and reporting on the
industry. His latest article, about Charlie Fusari, can be
found on the web at: www.njboxinghof.org.

3rd Annual Clarence Devine
Memorial Boxing Show

FEATURED ELIZABETH
RECREATION BOXERS:
• Damian Gonzales
• Adrian Betencourt
• Rodrigo Zuniga
• Ahmik “Ocky” Bryant
• Lamont “Ninja” Fitzpatrick
• Steadman Channer Jr.
• Jesus A. Gonzalez
• Richard June Whitehead
• Tyre Roberts
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Sponsored by: USA Boxing
and Elizabeth Recreation Boxing Team

Saturday June 24, 2006

(left) An invitation for all to attend the next boxing
show hosted by Elizabeth Recreation in honor of long
time trainer Clearence Devine.

Starting time: 6:00 p.m.
Weight in time: 4:00 p.m.
Erxleben Center - 515 Richmond Street
Behind The Manor and Droter Fieldin the Bayway Section
of Elizabeth, New Jerseyright off NJ Turnpike Exit 13

USA Sanctioned Boxing

Donation: $10.00, Ringside: $15.00, Kids under 12 free with parent
For information call: Abdul Hakim-Waheed-908-875-3493, Don Givens-908-285-0267, Gym-908-820-2852

NOTE: Congratulations to Tyre Roberts who won the
152 lb Golden Gloves title. Tyre appeared in the April
Issue of this newspaper just prior to his title fight.

Nicolas W. Cicchetti, D.M.D.
Holly Kossari, D.M.D.
Family Dentistry
Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry
18 East Westfield Ave.
Roselle Park, NJ 07204

(908) 245-9463
Fax: (908) 245-0969

cicchettidmd.dentistryonline.com

FRANK A. PATERNOSTRO. D.M.D.

230 West Jersey Street
Office Hours
Suite 310, Elizabeth, NJ
By Appointment
908-353-2316

Best Dental Grou
Group
Specialist in
Adult and Child
Orthodontics

Free Consultation
English, Portuguese and Spanish Speaking
Office Hours By Appointment Only
(weekends and evenings)

(908) 354-4428
520 Westfield Ave., Suite 206 • Elizabeth, NJ 07208
doctor@matosorthodontics.com
530 Park Ave., Suite 1G • New York, NY 10021

(212) 758-0040
NJ Specialty Permit No. 5151

George Umansky, DDS
FAMILY DENTISTRY

Jessie H. Sioco, DDS

Emergencies Seen Same day
• Extractions Root Canal Therapy
(nerve treatment)
• Crowns & Bridges
• Full & Partial Denture
• Implant Dentistry & Restoration
• Most dentures Repaired
the same day
• Cosmetic Bonding, Bleaching
Laminates

“Gentle Care”

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

908-355-8454

419 Rahway Avenue
Elizabeth

State-of-the-Art Equipment
Steam Sterilization

Senior Citizen Courtesy
Tagalog
Se Habla Espanol

www.Bestdentalgroup.com
Mon. .......9-5
Tues. ......10-7
Wed..........9-3

•
•
•
•

(2 blocks from Elmora Ave.
Thurs......10-7 Intersection, next to Wendy’s)
Fri. .........10-7
Sat. ...........9-3

aqy

$

EXAM • F.M.S.
X-RAYS
CLEANING
CONSULTATION
New Patients only

130
Special not valid with insurance.
Regular Price: $260.
Must present this coupon.
Expiration 8/15/06.

CLEVELAND/PETERSTOWN 50 YEAR REUNION
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Grover Cleveland Jr. High School, located on the
outskirts of the Peterstown section of Elizabeth, NJ, drew
students from Peterstown grade schools #3 and #15
along with students from other neighborhoods. Of the
1,500 7th, 8th and 9th graders approximately 20% were
from Peterstown. There were enough just from the
neighborhood to have their own reunion.
Peterstown students from the graduating classes
ranging from 1955 to ’58, got together on May 21, 2006
at the Gran Centurions Banquet Facility in Clark, NJ to
relive their glory days. Fifty two guests attended the
afternoon affair. They shared stories of their school days
and what has happened since.
For some, there was a lot of catching up to do. Not so

for others, who have stayed in close contact for the past
50 years. Along with the old tales out of school were
albums of old photos of girls in bobby socks and boys
doing their best James Dean. Needless to say the event
was a real hoot and ended with promises of doing it
again real soon.

(above, l-r) The
committee that
organized the event
Paul and Ruth
(Fynne) Partazana,
Tom Buckley and
Carmela (Fiorillo)
Canonico.

(above, front, l-r) Paul Partazana, Augie Schumatti and
Jimmy Kompany. (back) Amidio Veltre, Phil Melchione
and John Orazi from 1955.
(right, l-r) Paul Partazana, Barny Tracy,
Tony Orlando, Jr., Bruce Tango and Amidio Veltre.
(right, l-r) John Orazi, Frank Cuzzola, Paul Cuzzola,
Paul Partazana, Jim DiSalva and Joe Baracco.

908-276-2940

UNISEX

Tues: 10 - 6
Wed - Fri: 10 - 9
Sat: 9 - 4
Sun: 10 -3
Mon: Closed

• Tanning • Massage •Nails •Relaxer •Facials •
• Hair Cut •Waxing •Make up •Pedicure •
• Hair Coloring & Hi Light •

25 North Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016

H A I R • NA I L S • S K I N • B O DY

732-636-6677

ALL HAIRCUTS $10

1256 St. Georges Avenue, Avenel, NJ 07001

With this ad. Not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 7/31/06

PROFESSIONAL STYLISTS
Alexandra, Anna Maria & Yolima

(908) 352-4581
Fax (908) 352-3171

656 3rd Ave. Corner of South 7th St. Elizabeth, NJ

UPDATES TO OUR YEARBOOK
“THE CLASS MIRROR”

(below, l-r) Mary Loria, Fran Pecunia,
Bob and Cheri Baracco.
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(above) Mary Ann Modonia, Anne Zinnis, Rose LaPlaca, Fran Melchione and Mary Loria.

(above, l-r) Lina Orazzi, Connie Cuzzola
and Lucy Cuzzola.
(left, l-r) Jim and Margaret Kompany,
Marilyn Scrofine, Connie Baracco, Tom Buckley,
Carm and Charlie Tavormina.

Daniela’s
Ristorante Italiano
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TRATTORIA

Catering for
all occasions.
1700 West Elizabeth Ave. • Linden • (908) 862-0020

625 North Michigan Ave.
Kenilworth, NJ 07033

CERVANTES
O
SPAIN
Restaurant and Tapas Bar
24 North Avenue E. • Cranford, NJ • (908) 276-3664
directly across from the Cranford Train Station

The house of the Parrillada del Patrõn and the Meat Entraña.

Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner.
Weekdays: 11 am to 2 am, Weekends: 11 am to 3 am

(908) 353-7113
1109 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

PRIVATE PARTIES

qau t

BELLA GINA’S
ITALIAN DELI

Catering • Café
908-925-6868 • Fax 908-925-5736
BLOCKBUSTER PLAZA

1025 W. St. Georges Ave. • Linden, NJ

DINNER SPECIALS
• Ask About Our Catering
• Banquet Facilities
• Take-Out Also Available

495 Chestnut St.,
Union

www.frontstreetsmokehouse.com

(1/4 mile off Exit 139A,
Garden State Parkway)
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Where you are treated like family
Formerly Dicosmo’s, Under new ownership since 2003:
Gina Miranda, Jim Miranda and Anthony Garofalo

Piano
Bar
Mon. through Sat.Evenings

Kitchen open til 9 pm
Fri. & Sat. til 10 pm
Lunch at noon

Visit us on the web www.cervantesofspain.com

“A casual place with exquisite food.”

Make Reservations
for Christmas
and New Year’s Eve

1 South Front St.
Elizabeth, NJ 07202
908.354.1818

F

City Tavern and Restaurant

CASUAL DINING WITH FULL CACKTAIL BAR

Front St. Smokehouse
& Saloon, Inc.

The Finest Spanish Cuisine In New Jersey

Reservations necessary for parties of 8 guests or more.

AUTHENTIC ITALIAN CUISINE

tel 908-687-2266
fax 908-687-2744
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908-687-3250
Lunch, Dinner
Late Night Lounge

EARLY BIRD
SPECIALS

Why go anywhere else?

Entertainment
Pastas • $7.95
7
nights a week
Veal & Pork • $9.95
Poultry & Pesci • $8.95

Terrific Food
Fine, fresh food representing all of Italy’s regions
are served daily. There’s a broad selection of Pasta Angel Hair Primavera, Fettuccine Alfredo, Lasagna;
Seafood - Shrimp Scampi, Flounder Francaise;
Veal - Milanese, Angelina, Sorrentino; Chicken and
Steak entrees. Delightful daily specials. Gourmet and
Stuffed Pizza cooked to order. And even the satisfying
little pleasure of warm, fresh-baked bread...
all deliciously prepared and reasonably priced.

BEFORE ANTONE’S THERE WAS DEL-TONE’S
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The Bartone brother's, Tony and Danny, have owned
Antone's Restaurant and bar on South Avenue in
Cranford since 1983. This is no surprise that Antone's is
extremely popular because the brothers learned the
business from a seasoned restaurateur, their dad,
Anthony, who owned and operated some of the hottest
nightclubs in the late 1950's and early '60's.
Anthony Bartone, along with partner Frank Deluccia,
Jr., opened Del-Tone's Holiday Inn, a Restaurant and
Night Club located on Route 25 in Elizabeth, NJ. The
hot spot was celebrated with lots of fan fair. Rocky
Marciano a close friend of Anthony and Frank made an
appearance on the club's opening night.
The lounge drew crowds from all over the area

(left) Anthony Bartone married Margaret Hanna,
September 19, 1959, in the hottest night spot around,
his own Deltones’ Holiday Inn on Route 25 in
Elizabeth, NJ. Of course, the music was supplied by,
non other than, Frankie Vali and The Four Lovers.

because of the atmosphere, quality food and
entertainment. Frankie Vali played there regularly. This
was pre- Four Season days when his group was known as
The Four Lovers.
In 1965 Anthony Sr. opened a Bar/Restaurant named
Antone's, located on New York Avenue. He owned
Antone's until 1972 when it opened under new
management as Smoothies. Today the building is the
home of Tapas of Spain.
In '72 Bartone then opened the Oakland House on
North Avenue in Garwood, NJ. Four years later, in 1976
He opened Antone's in Cranford. Anthony Bartone
passed away in 1983 but he left a long legacy of feeding
and entertaining people. The legacy lives on through his
sons. Tony and Danny are hands on hosts at Antone's,
just like their father was.
Antone's is a regular place with a few unique touches.
For instance it has a wall of beer taps offering 46
different types of beers that change seasonally. The
American Continental cuisine is taken up a notch with
some original preparations. The menu features aged
steak, pasta and “The Freshest Fish in Union County”.
Antone's serves lunch and dinner in their busy bar,
quiet dining room with fireplace or out doors, street side.
It is conveniently located across the street from the
railway station and is open seven days a week. The
kitchen serves from 11:30am to 10pm, Monday through
Thursday, 11am to 1am on Fridays, 3pm to 1am on
Saturdays and from 3pm to 10pm on Sundays. The bar is
open until 2am and is active with a mix of singles and
couples. Sports are usually on the multiple TV's but
there are also booths for those who want to be alone in a
crowd.

(above) Anthony Bartone Sr. flanked
by his nephews Peter and Bobby
Petracca.
(above) A newspaper clipping from the opening night of Deltones with
owners Frank Delucia and Anthony Bartone and close friend, retired
undefeated heavyweight champion of the world, Rocky Marciano.

Not for Nothing But..
Could

anyone

(above, l-r) Tony, English food and beer
critic Michael Jackson and Danny.
Jackson’s Critic?
“Great steaks, great beer!”

tell

me where Route 25

(left) Diana DeMeo taps one of the 46
varieties of beer offered at Antone’s.

is

(below) Ad for Tapas of Spain which
coincidently is located where the Original
Antone’s was in Elizabeth.

in

Elizabeth?

(908) 289-3711

Antone’s

Restaurant
and Bar

Seafood • Pasta • Chicken • Burgers • Steaks
Try our very diverse menu featuring:
The freshest fish in Union County!
• Big Kahuna Steak

(24 oz. Black Angus Delmonico)

• Veal Scallopini • The Freshest Pasta Dishes
• Dry-aged beef! • Soft shell crabs

Over
40 beers
on draft!

Full
Martini
menu

Enjoy
Happy Hour
3 - 7 pm

908-276-3414
112 South Avenue E., Cranford, NJ
Ask about our new party room
Reserve now for all your special occasions!

• TAPAS
• BAR
• CATERING
FOR ALL OCCASIONS
Kitchen Open Until Midnight Everyday
Bar Open Until 3 am
Homemade Sangria & Cocktails
Daily Special: Lunch • Dinner • Take-Out

www.tapasofspain.com
518 NEW YORK AVE., ELIZABETH, NJ 07202

15%
DISCOUNT
With this ad.
Dinning only.

ANTONE’S SERVES ITS VERY OWN CATCH OF THE DAY
Tony Bartone, owner of Antone’s Restaurant in
Cranford, NJ, goes about four times a week with his
buddy George Holmberg, going out a hundred miles into
the deep seas of off the shores of Jersey. There’s a good
chance that what ever they haul in that day will find its
way to the special’s menu that evening.
Dinners can find everything from Tile Fish, Day Boat
Scallops, Flounder, Weak Gish (Sea Trout), Monk Fish,
Tuna and local clams on the menu. All caught that day
by Tony and George. The only thing that is more
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impressive than the fishes freshness is the unique way
the chef’s prepare it. The recipes are out of the ordinary.
It is quit an experience.
Tony’s brother and partner in the restaurant, Danny,
is also on the high seas every week. He is a dive boat
Captain that takes scuba divers out to explore local
wrecks. He charters his boat, “Independence II”, out of
the the Manasquan Inlet. His boat is used on the History
Channel's series “Deep Sea Detectives.” If you watch
closely you will get a glimpse of the captain.
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Recipies
Submitted by Antone’s Restaurant, Cranford, NJ

Tile Fish Al Tori Chicago Style
INGREDIENTS
4 Tile Filets
2 Cups Japanese Bread Crumbs
2 Tlbs Cilantro
2 Cloves Shallots
4 Oz. Butter
1 Diced Fresh Tomato
1 Medium Yellow Squash Sliced
1 Medium Zucchini Sliced
1/2 Cup White Wine
3/4 Cup Pinoli Nuts
6 oz. Fresh Spinach
1 Red Pepper Sliced
1 Green Pepper Sliced
2 Tlbs. Olive Oil
2 Cloves Garlic Diced
2 Fresh Lemons

PREPARATION:
1) Add 1 Tlbs of olive oil, shallots, fresh tomato
and white wine in a saute pan and reduce to half.
2) Add cilantro, butter, salt and pepper.
3) Add mixture to bread crumbs with oregano
and paprika and mix well.
4) Bake nuts on a cookie sheet at 350 for 5-6 minutes
or until golden brown.
5) Add to bread crumb mixture and mix well.
6) Season tile fish filets with salt and peper and pan sear
for one minute on each side in olive oil and remove.
7) Top filets with bread crumb mixture and place in oven
at 350 for 6-8 minutes.
8) Saute veggies in olive oil and garlic, add salt and pepper to taste.
9) Put vegggies on plate, place tile fish directly over veggies
and sprinkle with fresh lemon.
10) Enjoy!

Panko and Basil Encrusted Seabass
* GINGER RASBERRY SAUCE
1 Teaspoon fresh ginger
1 Cup fresh raspberry
1 Teaspoon sugar
1/2 Teaspoon chopped shallots

PREPARATION:
1) Fry seabass for 2 minutes
2) Place in pan cover with panko, basil and cheese,
then bake in oven for five minutes
3) Top with ginger rasberry sauce
4) Serve

Homemade
ITALIAN ICE

Dicosmo’s Ices
Since 1915

714 Fourth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ
John and Nancy DiCosmo

(908) 355-4124

Pan Seared Tile Fish
with Romesco Sauce
PREPARATION:
1) Saute 1 Lb Filet Tilefish for 2 minutes
2) Top with Romesco Sauce*
3) Serve

Drizzled with Ginger Raspberry Sauce
INGREDIENTS
1 Lb Filet Seabass
1 Cup Panko
1/2 Cup Fresh Basil
1 Teas. Parmesan Cheese
Ginger Rasberry Sauce*

(above) Tony Bartone and George Holmberg fish every
chance they get. The two Strippers they are holding are
game fish which they caught for sport and released.

*ROMESCO SAUCE w/Black Olives and Tomatoes
1 Teasp. chopped fresh garlic
1/2 Cup black olives
1/2 Cup chopped tomatoes
1/2 Teasp. fresh herbs
Thyme, basil and parsley to taste

PREPARATION:
1) Saute ingredients

PREPARATION:
1) Saute ingredients

Pinho’s
Bakery
1027 Chestnut Street • Roselle, NJ

908-245-4388
Tuesday - Saturday 5am - 7pm
Sunday 5am - 6pm

DiCosmos’
Italian Delicacies
CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

ITALIAN DELI
& CATERING
“Over 75 years of service”
OPEN DAILY:
Mon-Fri: 9:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Sat: 9:00 AM-.6:00 PM
Sun: 9:00 AM-.3:00 PM

Hot & Cold Subs
Mozzarella Made Fresh Daily
Famous Focaccia Bread Sandwiches
CLARKTON SHOPPING CENTER
1073 RARITAN ROAD, CLARK, N.J.

Garry DiCosmo
Proprietor

(732) 669-0388
Fax: (732) 669-0391

BREAKFAST & DESSERTS
& SNACKS
Pastry • Danish • Donuts • Croissants
Coffee • Espresso • Cappuccino

LUNCH & DINNER
Hot and Cold Sandwiches • Salads
Wraps • Appetizers • Side Dishes

BRICK OVEN PIZZA
Pizza • Calzones • Italian Specialties

Conveniently located in the newly renovated
Pedestrian Plaza Adjacent to the Elizabeth Train Station

14 - 20 JULIAN PLACE • ELIZABETH, NJ

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
5 am - 10 pm • Shortened hours on weekends

EAT-IN OR TAKE-OUT

DEMBLINGS IN RAHWAY LIKE BRAND NEW
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(above) Owner Mel Desai punching up numbers
on the NJ pick-it machine.

(above) Check-out Doris Bonetti and Erica Abriu.

(above) Universal’s delivery
van is a familiar sight around town.

Demblings Supermarket on Grand Street in Rahway
has been a landmark source for groceries and household
products since 1926. In May of 2006 Demblings
celebrated its latest grand reopening after a one-year
renovation. This is the latest and the grandest of all the
growth spurts that Demblings has went through in its
80-year history.
The store got its start across the street from its
present location is a 2,000 square foot storefront. Today
the store packs into a 10,000 square foot building
complete with off street parking. During this past year
the entire store was modernized and beautified. Despite
its vast space Demblings has not lost its corner store
charm. New owner Mel Desai made sure of that.
Keeping the name Demblings represents his
commitment to keeping the character intact.
Shoppers may notice the C-Town logo along side
Demblings name because Demblings is one of six
supermarkets that Mel and his partners own and
operate. The C-Town brand unifies all six. There is a
C-Town in Orange, Hackensack, One in Newark
named Bravo and another called the Hackensack
Market. The sixth is the very popular Universal
Supermarket located at 2325 Elizabeth Avenue in
Linden.
Demblings is amazingly well stocked with a wide
variety of goods. Each department can stand alone as its
own entity. Demblings features a liquor store, a butcher
shop, a produce stand, a deli and rows of groceries.
The meat department continues the tradition of
offering quality meats, which Demblings has always
been known for. The deli is has an extra ordinary
selection of home made specialties and daily specials
like fresh mozzarella, pasta dishes, lasagna, salads,
stuffed artichokes, stuffed cabbage and crab cakes. They
sell Boar's Head and Thuman's cold cuts and even have

a four foot high Kosher Pickle Barrel. Demblings has
once again become a popular place for take-out lunch
and dinners.
Demblings is open from 8am to 8pm but if it still isn't
convenient to get to the store, they accept orders by fax
and phone. Customers can even get free delivery with
orders over $40.
Demblings has an extensive frozen foods section and
everything one would need for a party or bar-b-que. Or
if your looking to have something catered Demblings
offers a menu customized to your needs. The store is
stocked with products for every taste. Central and South
American, Italian, Polish and Caribbean cooks can find
what they need in the isle dedicated to their cuisine.
Demblings accommodates restaurants with special
pricing for bulk orders.
Demblings comes close to disproving the old adage
“You can't be everything to everybody.” They come
pretty close.

(above, l-r) Peaking over the well stocked deli counter
are cooks, Griselda Barrera and Irene Kerekgyarto.

CAMPUS
INN
SPORTS BAR & GRILL
“A Nice Place Where Nice People Meet”
BEST BURGERS LIVE
HORSE
IN TOWN
Charcoal Grill Kitchen
open til 1 am

RACING!

Every Track
Every Day

• Pool Table
• 16 T.V.s
• ATM on premise
• New Satellite Juke Box (over 20,000 songs)
MONDAYS $1.50 Mugs
TUESDAYS $2.00 Pints
WEDNESDAYS $6 for 6 Nips
THURSDAYS $6 Pitchers
498 North Avenue, Union, NJ
(2 blocks from Kean University)

908-354-6693

SPORTS BAR • GRILL • LOUNGE
• Kitchen open till 2 a.m.
• Large International Menu
• Charcoal Grill:
- Chicken, Ribs and Rodizio
• Eat in or take out

LUNCH & DINNER

566 U.S. Highway Rt 1&9, Elizabeth, NJ
(908) 354-3685 • Fax: (908) 289-9493
www.terminal-one.com
Open 7 Days a Week
HAPPY HOUR
3 pm to 6 pm $1.00 Domestic Drafts

Dembling’s C
Since 1929

732-388-0499

Fax: 732-388-3352
736 W. Grand Avenue • Rahway, NJ 07065
Five other locations:
Universal - 2325 Elizabeth Avenue, Linden, NJ
C-Town in Orange and Hackensack / Bravo in Newark
and the Hackensack Market

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Fri. & Sat.

- Salsa Night
- $2.00 Beers
- Karaoke
- 80’s Night
- Chill out lounge

2nd FLOOR LOUNGE

N
W
O
T WN
TO WN
TO

Lunch and Dinner Take out
Fax orders welcome - Daily Specials

Call us to cater your next party.
Free Home delivery w/$40 purchase

Grocery • Deli • Liquor • Lottery

ANNUAL FISHING DERBY NETS SCHOOL OF YOUNG ANGLERS
Elizabeth’s annual fishing derby is always a highlight
of the summer. For many children it is the first time they
are introduced to the sport. This year the derby that was
held on May 13 in Warinanco Park drew 77 participants
between the ages of 6 to 12, who were all accompanied
by an adult. The event is sponsored by the City of
Elizabeth and the Elizabeth Police Department.
Members of the Police Benevolent Association (PBA)
and the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP)volunteered for
the day in the park.
Prizes were given out for
numerous categories like the
biggest catch of the day to the
most enthusiastic fisherman.
Prizes such as skate boards,
baseball gloves and soccer balls
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were given out. Participants without their own
equipment were given their own fishing pole that they
got to keep. Prizes, poles and tackle were purchased with
monies confiscated from drug busts.
This is just one of the many youth programs that are
organized throughout the year. For information about
future events call Officer Vito Tropeano or Detective
Dennis Cabarle at908-296-2252.

(above) Cesar Bartolo holds up his catch,
a 4lb carp.
(left, front, l-r) Some volunteers included
Officer Mike Tropeano, Nelson Gonzalez,
Detective Dennis Cabarle, Officer Abner
Rodreguez, Lt. Tyrone Tornor.
(back) Luz Contrekas; Ashley, Barbara
and Samantha Caporaso.
(left, l-r) Katina Richardson
gets help from Officer Vito
Tropeano and Mike Coporaso
returning the fish she caught
to the lake in Warinanco Park.

Not for Nothing But..
is fishing really a sport?

J. Sacco & Sons Meat Market

JOANNE’S LUNCHEONETTE

Quality Meats • Wholesale • Retail

Hot &Cold Catering
Daily home made soups
Specials & Deserts
“Phyllis’ Specialty Cakes”

John Sacco, Proprietor

908-355-5469

908-355-3513

806 Third Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ 07202

461 Third Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ

TOMMY’S PIZZA

“A real brick oven produces a fabulous crust”
Wednesday -Sunday
11am - 10:30pm

& RESTAURANT

908-354-1887
WE DELIVER

WE DELIVER

1063 Fairmount Ave.
Elizabeth, NJ 07201

639 So. Broad St. • Elizabeth, NJ
Al & Lorraine Santillo, Proprietors
2 liter soda w/ purchase of 2 large pies

Fax: 908-289-4883

Paolas
’ Delicatessen
and Meat Market

A COMPLETE LINE OF HOT & COLD BUFFETS
• Showers • Family Gatherings • Weddings
• Business Luncheons • Holiday Parties
Catering for all occasions!

908-353-2080

Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30 am to 7:00 pm
Sat 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Sun 8:00 am to 1:00 pm

320 SOUTH FIFTH ST. • ELIZABETH, NJ 07206

MAGIC FOUNTAIN ICE CREAM & GRILL

Open year round serving breakfast, lunch and dinner
300 Williamson Street, Elizabeth NJ • (908) 351-3133

FREE
Delivery

Joe & Tony
Paternostro

908-289-2277

FINEST IMPORTED & DOMESTIC DELICACIES

We Cater

Call Ahead for Speedy Pick-Up

OUTDOOR
PATIO AREA
NOW OPEN
ASK FOR OUR
DAILY SPECIALS

Open later during spring & summer

FROM SAL RENNA’S FAMILY ARCHIVES
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(below) The manifest from the steam ship Patima that Sal Renna found in the archives of Ellis Island that lists his grand
parents, father, aunts and uncles as passengers. The manifest also reveals several other details of interest. (see call outs)
The ship was named the S.S. Patria.
It sailed from Palermo, Italy
on July 19, 1916.

FAMILY NAME:
Renna
Carlino
Renna
Renna
Renna
Renna
Renna

GIVEN NAME:
Salvatore
Francesca
Maria Grascia
Carmela
Filippo
Guiseppa
Francensca

AGE:
61
46
14
12
8
4
2

CALLING OR OCCUPATION:
Merchant
Housewife
Housewife
- This column also shows that
Carmela was hospitalized and
discharged.

6
5
1

3
2

4

7

8

NATIONALITY: Italy
RACE OR PEOPLE: South

The name and address of nearest relative or
friend in country whence alien came:

- This column indicates Emanuele Renna
was living in America and was the son of
CITY OR TOWN: Corleone Salvatore and Francesca, and the brother
of the others listed. Siblings, Nicholas and
Lucy were also living in America already.
COUNTRY: Sicily
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1

11

2

9
10

4
8

6
3

5

7

(above) This photo, circa 1925, was Sal’s family
waiting for the return of his Aunt Grace from a trip
back to Italy. Sal could pick out quite a few family
members and some other folks he knows were from
Peterstown.
6. Leonard
1. Sal’s mother, Dolly
7. Sal
2. Aunt, Jossie Insolaca
8. Angelo Buffa
3. Grandmother, Francesca 9. Gasper Buffa
4. Uncle, Jimmy
10. Lucy Buffa
5. Father, Phil
11. Genny Urso

(below, left, l-r) Wedding photo of Sal’s mother and
father, Christine “Dolly” Landolpi and Phil Renna.
(below, l-r) Phil and Dolly Renna in 1989.

(above, standing, l-r) Sal’s father Filippo “Phil”, his aunts
and uncles: Carmella, Maria Gracia, Jossie, Lucy and
Francesa “Jimmy.” (seated, l-r) His uncle Emanuele,
Grandmother Francesca and uncle Nicholas. The photo
was taken at Jossie’s wedding. Sal’s grandfather, Salvatore,
who died in 1937, is missing from the photo.

(left) The scene at the dock in 1937, where Sal’s
family and friends stood along with others dressed in
their Sunday best for loved ones to arrive. His Aunt
Grace and Uncle Tony were due back from a trip
back to Italy.
5. Ginny Urso
1. Sal’s aunt, Lucy Russo
6. Ed Vogel
2. Aunt, Jossie Insolaca
7. Fran Vogel
3. Virgina Renna
8. Mom, Dolly
4. Aunt, Carmela

AT 94, DOLLY RENNA IS MATRIARCH AND ROLE MODEL
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Special thanks must go out to Sal Renna and his wife,
Fran. It takes effort to keep the history alive. The stories
Sal shares and photos he archives are more than just
those of one family but an entire community.
From his two grandparents, Salvatore and Francesca,
sprung scores of sons and daughters, grandchildren,
great-grand children and now great-great grandchildren.
Sal's father Phil was just one of eight and with his wife
Dolly produced two children, six grandchildren, 16 great
grandchildren and one on the way.
Consider the totals when his seven siblings are added
in. When all the lives of the people who married into
the family or have become close friends are calculated
the number is staggering.

(above) Christine “Dolly” Renna

The point is that the lives of Salvatore and Francesca
are significant. The decisions they made and the lessons
that they handed down to their children were translated
into who the present generation has become. The
evidence shows that they did a very good job.
Dolly is the matriarch of the family and fulfills the
role beautifully. She is a perfect role model for the rest of
the family to follow. Her great-grandchildren have a
unique opportunity learn from her, first hand.
Sal Renna has embraced the traditions of his parents
and grandparent's and tries to instill them in the
younger generation of the Renna clan. It is an effort that
is highly commendable. Hopefully it will inspire others
to do the same.

TRANSFER YOUR HOME
MOVIES TO DVD
We'll transfer 8mm, S8mm & 16mm film or your
home video into high-quality, long lasting DVD.

Ira Goodman

406 Chestnut St. • Union • (908) 964-4004

$10 OFF NEW ORDERS ONLY
(Expires 8/15/06 • 1 Coupon Per Customer)

www.bluestreakmotors.com

SPECIALIZING IN LATE MODEL
LOW MILLAGE
CARS/VANS/SUV’S
150 West First Ave. • Roselle, NJ 07203

(908) 241-3939
Fax: (908) 245-6702

CLEVELAND AUTO & TIRE
Tel: (908) 352-6355

Fax: (908) 351-2753

(above, seated) Dolly is surrounded by 15 of her 16 great-grandchildren.

Third Avenue & Loomis Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07206
J. DeSalvo

Starters, Generators & Alternators
Truck, Bus, Domestic & All Foreign Cars
Luigi Marciante - Owner Operator
245 Elizabeth Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ 07206

908-355-8815

POSITION AVAILABLE

SCHOOL
TRAFFIC GUARD
Seasonal (School Year)
• $12.00 to $14.00 per hour.
• Must be a resident of
Elizabeth & U.S. Citizen.
• Must have ability to
communicate in English.
• Medical Exam and
Drug Screening Required.

Contact Capt. M. Orak
908-558-2003
City of Elizabeth,
New Jersey
Police Department
One Police Plaza,
Elizabeth, N.J. 07201

(above, l-r) Sal celebrated his 67th birthday in 2006 with his family and friends, Emily, Kristine, Angelo Fama,
Sal, Dominic Musto, his son Phil, James Carigan, Daughter Christine, Jimmy, Dennis and Denise.
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Open 7 days

FREE UP YOUR DAY!!!
Drive in for a fast, friendly oil change, drop off your
Laundry & Dry Cleaning and get a quality hand car wash
All in less than 30 minutes.

908-353-4178
908-353-0418
1068-80 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

SONS OF PETERSTOWN DOING ITS PART
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THANKS AGAIN
The following businesses and individuals generously
donated food, supplies and money to the Sons of
Peterstown Neighborhood Picnic. Their generosity was
shared by hundreds of friends and neighbors and is
greatly appreciated. Together with the support from
others, too many to list, and the volunteers, they make
our community events possible.
Thank you, on behalf of our members,
John Sacco, President

BUSINESSES

INDIVIDUALS

August Arace and Sons
(Joe Russamano)
Charlie Higgins
City of Eizabeth (Mayor Bollage)
Cleveland Tire (Jim DeSalvo)
Cody Transport
Corsentino Funeral Homes
DiCosmo’s Italian Ices
Emilio's Bayway Florist
Joannes LunchenetteLaborers
local #394
(Mike lombardo)
Nardone’s
Petrucelli Funeral Home
Ribera Italian American Club,
Sacco’s Meat Market
Seniors of St. Anthony’s
Spiritos Resterant
Tops Meats
(Joe and Anthony Dorso)
Village Bakery
W.D. Snyder Construction Co.

Joe Amato
Buddy Cortese
The Caravano’s
Danny the Mechanic
The Desanto’s
Petey Esposito
Freddy the painter
Frank Gruaraci
Bob Jaspan
Jake Micelli
Anthony Mazza
Frank Mazza
Nicky Netta
George O’grady
Angelo
Joe Tramuta
Uncle Nuf

The Sons of Peterstown just held their 19th annual
family picnic. It brings together a few hundred people
from Peterstown, past and present. Some traveled from
out of state to make it back, while others just have to
walk down the block. No matter what distance separates
the guests and despite the amount of time since they saw
each other last, there seems to be no gap. Conversations
are picked up where they were left off years ago.
The picnic helps the community maintain its
traditions. It's an opportunity for the older generation to
mix with the young. The picnic is a place where the
history of the community that has been spoken about on
other pages of this newspaper, is passed down.
Everyone has the opportunity to share their
experience of being part of the Peterstown community.
It is both rewarding and enjoyable.

Each year the club selects a few people who have
made a positive impact on the community through their
work or good deeds. This year the club selected four guys
who volunteered their time over a course of 30 years to
coach the students of St Anthony's Grammar School.
Their dedication to helping the youth of the community
will never be forgotten by the players and is much
appreciated by everyone. They are Pat Nardone, Mike
Posyc, Frank Grossi and Danny “Boonie” DeRose. On
behalf of the entire community, the Sons of Peterstown
salutes you.
There are other events throughout the year hosted by
many of the organizations based in Peterstown that
bring the neighborhood together. An effort should be
made to attend some and bring along the kids. They
may learn a thing or two about their heritage.

Not for Nothing But..
did you ever notice
that every parent thinks
their
(above, l-r) Mike Posyc, Frank Grossi, Pat Nardone and Danny
DeRose display plaques presented to them at the Sons of Petersown
picnic as tokens of appreciation for decades of coaching the
students of St. Anthony’s Grammar School.

Elizabeth Yellow Cab
24 Hours
7 Days a Week
•• Door
Door to
to Door
Door Service
Service
•• Local
Local and
and Long
Long distance
distance
•• Transportation
Transportation to
to Airports
Airports
•• Commercial
Commercial Centers,
Centers,
Night
Night Clubs,
Clubs,
Casinos,
Casinos, Etc.
Etc.
•• Clean
Clean Late
Late
Model
Model Cars
Cars

VILLANI BUS COMPANY

a

phenom.

Lenny Zennario
(908) 241-2608.

Buses for all occasions
ECONOMICAL • COMFORTABLE • SAFE

908-862-3333

1 5 We s t We s t f i e l d A v e ,
Roselle Park, NJ 07204

811 E. Linden Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036

Aravena's
Upholstery

is

year

Park Trophies

Dee Villani President

Tels: (908) 354-4444 • (908) 354-0350

old

10

1920-2005 “Serving the Public for 85 Years”

Designers Gallery
Inc.

A family business since 1968

---------------459 E. First Avenue
Roselle, NJ
908-298-0480
---------------29 A Passaic St.,
New Providence, NJ
(908) 665-9000

AMERICAN
PLUMBING & HEATING
SUPPLY CO.
Now Featuring American Water Heaters
(908) 354-2288
fax: (908) 354-4901

FINE ART AND CUSTOM FRAMING

Stop in and enjoy
our images of Italy

Complete Line,
Expert Masonry & Home Improvement
Elizabeth, NJ
Ray Vella
908-659-9556

artifacts
implements
antiques
candles
gifts and
accessories

by Park, Shvaiko and Salvano
We also specialize in
sports memorabilia framing
Clarkton Shopping Center
1071 Raritan Rd. • Clark, NJ

(732) 381-6093
Next to DiCosmo's

HANDYMAN
W E D O E V E RY T H I N G !

From complete remodeling to something small.
Bathrooms, kitchens, ceramic tile, windows, doors,
decks, basements, painting, roofing, siding, leaders
& gutters, powerwashing, All mason work & repairs.

GOOD REFERENCES • FREE ESTIMATE
Fully Insured. 30 years experience.

(732) 205-8222 • cell (732) 486-6003

461 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ 07206

Pavel Construction, Inc.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

buy
sell
consign
estate sales
conducted

Jean Pascarella
3 Eastman Street
Cranford, NJ 07016

(908) 709-1638

MIKE MUSSO
CERAMIC TILE INSTALLED

Walls and Floors
Repairs and Regrouting
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE ESTIMATES
908-352-1936
Call after 5pm

CANDELINO KITCHENS

GENERAL CONTRACTORS
AND DEVELOPERS

Cabinetry - Marble - Granite - Ceramic Tile

Albert G. Mauti, Jr
Joseph Mauti

JERRY CANDELINO

(908) 353-6094
Fax: (908) 353-7253
664 Summer Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202

T: 908-351-1177
F: 908-351-3871
540 North Avenue
Union, NJ 07083
www.m-mconctruction.com

HERE’S TO THE BAND...
AND THE COOKS
(right, l-r) There could never
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be too many cooks when
feeding two hundred people.
Here’s Ross and Anthony
DeMeo, Sal Piccarella, Vinny
Degeorgio, Jack Sennet,
Anthony Sacca, Joe laRocca
and Mike Colletti.

(left, l-r) Father Pat Diver said a few
words on behalf of Saint Anthony’s
commending the work that our
honorees did for the school and the
students.
(below, l-r) Frank Bravo, Fran
Antonucci and Patty Dagro kept an
eye on the ribs as they slow cooked.

(above, l-r) Lou Falipe, John and Jackie Schipani, Carl Strozza,
Vicki Diamond and Vinnie Cannady sang all the classics from the
50’s and sixties over the course of the five hour picnic. John and
Jackie, who own a DJ/Karaoke business supplied the equipment.
(left, l-r) Jake Maceli joined members of
Peterstown’s legendary band, Tatoo Rose, Joe
Phief and Louie Falipe performed unplugged
with Dom Decesare.

(left, l-r) Danny, Marrisa and Peter DeRose. Sis. Marrisa,
who is principal at St. Theresa’s in Kenilworth will be
assigned to a new parish in New Orleans this summer.
SAVE MORE

C E L E B R AT I N G O U R 5 6 T H Y E A R

WITH ONLY

JACOBSON’S

3%
SALES TAX

An Elizabeth
Tradition
since 1949
APPLIANCES

BIG SAVINGS
IN OUR
BEDDING
DEPARTMENT

DISTRIBUTING COMPANY

725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth - 354-8533

We Accept: CASH

Open Mon. & Thurs. 10 am 'Til 8 pm; Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10 am 'Til 6pm;

wy[t

Open Saturday 10 am 'Til 5 pm; closed Sunday's

and Personal Checks

•

BEDDING

•

ELECTRONICS

•

AUDIO & VISUAL

Not responsible for typographical errors. "Bring us your best deal from Tops • PC Richard • The Wiz and we will gladly beat their offer on any item we carry.

THE HEAT IS ON!!!
All Air Conditioners in stock
5000 BTU - 3600 BTU

S P E C I A L
5000 BTU
SUNBEAM
AIR CONDITIONER

$

69

only

Quantities are limited.

JUST ENJOY THE PICTURES FOR THE NEXT FEW PAGES
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(above, l-r) Joe, John and Frank Sacco reunited. Joe and
Frank traveled up form Florida to attend the picnic.
(above, l-r) Joe Larocca and mom, Anna

(above, l-r) Nicky Scaff is holding the
youngest guest at the party, Nicholas
Louis, with his wife Rosaria.

(above, l-r) At 90 years old,
Edith D’Antico, was the most
seasoned guest to attend.

(left, l-r) Anthony Colletti
and Mike Skaff
with sons.

(right, l-r)
Al Rugani and
Fr. Pat Diver

(above, l-r) From St. Theresa’s in Kenilworth,
Sis. Dominica Di Peri,
Sis. Marrisa DeRose and
Sis.Suzanne Dauwalter.

(above, l-r) Gloria and Nick Netta

(right, l-r) Cousins
Frank Sacco
and Steve Sacca

Specializing in:
• Custom Brick
• Block
• Paver Brick
• Concrete Stonework
• Flagstone

• Pavers
• Driveways
• Steps
• Walkways
• Patios
• Retaining Walls
• Chimneys
• Foundations
• Sidewalks
• Curbing
• Cultured Stone
• Belgian Blocks

Serving all
of Union County!
References Available
Satisfaction Guaranteed

“Clean Quality Craftsmanship”
Call today for your free estimate tomorrow!

Office: (908) 925-5500
Cell: (908) 220-3876
3 Generations of Quality Work

10% Off Any job
(over $1000) With Coupon Only • Expires 8/15/06
• Coupons may not be combined with any other offer

(below, l-r) Alanna, Patty
and Alyssa LaBruuto
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(above, l-r) Audry (Mooney)
Ertl, Carmella (Lebow)
Nicklas, Pat Atwood and
Anne (Mazza) DeAlmeida.

(above, r) Vicki Diamond runs the
Karaoke Show at Al’s Pub on Greir
Avenue in Linden on Thursday and
Saturday Nights.

(above) Mike and Frank Spirito
(left) Joe Laface and family
(right) The Spisito’s

RJ
WINDOWS
& DOORS

Our windows will save you
money on fuel
Replacement windows can make
your home look more
beautiful, reduce outside
noise and eliminate
winter drafts.
Not to mention saving
you money on fuel,
we guarantee it!
Great
Savings

10% OFF
with this ad!

15% OFF
for senior citizens

Call today for FREE
measuring and estimate

(732) 205-8222
Quality Work At Affordable Prices
30 Years Experience
Fully Insured
Owner Operated

RJ WINDOWS & DOORS INC.
located at: 157 Main Street, Metuchen, NJ
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(left, l-r) Gina and Tony
Charimella

(above, l-r) Pat Nardone Jr., Dominic Sacca and Pat Sr.

(above, l-r) Edwin “Splif” Bernadin,
Orlando Fernandez and Carla Sacco.
(right) Larocca family and Patty Dagro.

C. BARNES & SONS

Windows
Windows -- Doors
Doors -- Awnings
Awnings
Kitchen
Kitchen &
& Baths
Baths

FREE
* On-site
measuring
*Estimates
* Delivery

WINDOWS • GLASS • DOORS
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-6 pm, Sat. 9-5 pm

45 North
North Avenue
Garwood, NJ 07027

(908) 353-4443
1011-15 E. Grand Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07201

Joseph
Joseph Guerrero
Guerrero
Tel:
Tel: 908-389-1300
908-389-1300
Cell:
Cell: 908-358-5609
908-358-5609
Fax:
Fax: 908-518-9192
908-518-9192

www.theroofingoutlet.com

908-964-0200

Suppliers of
• Roofing
• Siding
• Gutters
• Windows
• Doors
• Cabinetry

Fax: 908-964-0588
1414 Chestnut Avenue • Hillside, NJ 07205

BUYING, SELLING OR OWN
A HOME WITH AN OIL TANK?
Call about our tank testing and protection program.

KITCHEN & BATH Dept.
All Wood Cabinets • Laminate Flooring
Ceramic Tile • Counter Top • Granite
Formica • Marble

Se Habla Español.
908-353-2992

Tuesday
9-6
908-353-6226
Wednesday 9-6
Thursday
9-8
Show Room at
Friday
9-6
930
E.
Grand
St.,
Elizabeth, NJ
Saturday
9-5
Order
&
Deliver
in 48 Hours
Off hours by appointment

To keep your family comfortable
all winter long your heating company
had better be extra special.
HOME HEATING OIL
AND DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY

Prompt, Courteous Service
Call for details.
• Oil boiler & furnace installation and service
• Storage tank protection program
• Tank replacement
• Tank testing
Watch for our RED trucks
For over 50 years
our“RED TRUCKS”
have been a recognized symbol
of know how and reliability.

908-351-0313
Family owned business
Since 1946

Serving Union and Middlesex Counties for over 50 years
and enjoys a reputation for integrity and reliability.

IN SEARCH OF OUR LONG LOST COUSIN PETER
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Every year the Nigro family has a reunion bringing
together the descendants of Michael and Anna Maria
(Vella) Nigro's seven children: Frank, Erminia (married
name Sabia), Angela Rose (Colicchio), Joseph, Filomina
(Chirichello), Maria Francesca (Chirichello) and Vito.
Maria and Francesca married two brothers.
Over 200 cousins attend the end of summer event.
While planning the event questions arose about the
whereabouts of Pete Chirichello, son of Filomina and
Rocco. He moved to California at a young age and lost
contact with the family.
There was some correspondence early on and his
nephew Mike Nigro even visited him when he was in
California after World War II. Other than that Pete's
first cousins did not have the wear-with-all to find him.
It was the next generation of the Nigro Family who were
interested in what happened to their cousin. They
piqued the interest of the current generation of the
family tree, who engaged one of their offspring to
conduct a search on the Internet.
Through various websites and a series of messages
sent to all Chirichellos listed in California a connection
was made with someone who happened to be looking for
relatives of someone named Pete Chirichello. The
connection was uncanny considering the odds of both
parties to be searching the congruent information at
precisely the same time.
The response came from Sharon and Gary McCann,
a couple who were superintendents of the apartment
building in Las Vegas where Pete was living. Through
their email correspondence Sharon and Gary explained
Pete had been ill and that they have been caring for
him. Subsequent messages documented Pete's
deteriorating condition.
Over a few months time the e-mails explained that
Pete was taken to University Medical Center, he was in
and out of consciousness and eventually fell into a coma.
It was then that Sharon and Gary started looking for his
family. Decisions had to be made concerning life support
and other issues of guardianship. The McCanns visited
Pete twice a day. He even came out of his coma for a
while.
All Sharon and Gary knew of Pete's family is that he
once had a wife named Laura who may still be in
California or Colorado, and he had a daughter who died
in a plane crash. His cousins knew that he had a sister,
Anna. She died in a fire in California. They don't know
what the sister's married name was but they knew her
husband's name was Frank and they had a daughter
named Rose and possibly a second one.
Nancy Gersick, who was Joseph's Daughter and her
niece Lorraine (Renna) Kelly, were the ones who got the
wheels turning. They asked Lorraine's daughter Dana to
conduct the Internet search. In another stroke of
coincidence, Nancy and Lorraine were booked to go to
Las Vegas on a trip sponsored by St. Theresa's Church in
Linden, NJ where they live. They made plans with
Sharon and Gary to meet there so they could visit Pete

in the hospital.
The excitement of finding Pete and getting the
chance to meet him was deflated after Nancy and
Lorraine landed in Vegas. Sharon and Gary had to break
the sad news that Pete had passed away days before their
arrival.
Sharon and Gary spent time with Nancy and
Lorraine and gave them a collection of old photos Pete
had. They shared stories of Pete's family and parted
friends.
There are many details to Pete's life that are yet to be
revealed but the picture of that life is more in focus than
it ever was.

(right) Peter Chirichello in a photo he inscribed
with love to his wife Laura Ann.

(above, l-r) Peter’s friends and caretakers Gary and Sharon McCann met
Petes distant relatives Nancy Gersick and Lorraine Kelly in Las Vegas.
(right) Pete and Laura Ann in Las Angelas, 1948.
(left) The most recent
photo of Peter
Chirichello, born on
April 10, 1920, before
his death was taken in
2000 at the age of 80.

JERSEY WINDOW
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& BUILDING SUPPLY, INC.
Manufacturer of Quality Vinyl Windows

Quality Vinyl Replacement Windows
FACTORY DIRECT

Hablamos Español

(973) 273-0505
(888) 3-JERSEY
687 Frelinghuysen Avenue
Newark, New Jersey 07114
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Bays & Bows
New Construction
Custom Made-to-Order
3% Sales Tax
Free Estimates
SOLID WOOD KITCHEN CABINETS

(left) Pete’s
sister, Anna
with daughter
Rose in 1959.
(below. l-r)
Anne’s husband
Frank with pet
cat Whitie and
daughter Rose.

Need
A Good
Plumber?
• Sinks
• New Bathrooms
• Toilets • Water Heaters
• Drains • Main Lines
• Showers • Leaky Faucet’s
• Boilers • New Septic
• Garbage Disposals

• Furnaces
• Dishwashers
• Radiators

All Plumbing & Heating Repairs & Installations

ALLIANCE PLUMBING

Complete Starter Sets from $375

M.P. J.P. Higgins • Lic. No. 10168

CERAMIC TILE from 69¢ a sq.ft.

732-602-9703
Serving Central New Jersey
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ITALIAN-AMERICAN CLUB OF SCOTCH PLAINS
CELEBRATES 100TH ANNIVERSARY

June 06

Submitted by:John Marquardt
The Italian American Club of Scotch Plains
celebrated its 100th Anniversary, a significant and
memorable milestone for this organization and a
wonderful tribute to the sons of Montazzoli who founded
the club a century ago!
Montazzoli, a small town in the Abruzzo region of
the Chieti Province of Italy, is the twin city of Scotch
Plains, NJ and the close relationship between the two
towns began well over a century ago when the
“Montazzolesi” began to immigrate and settle in Scotch
Plains.
A number of activities were staged between May 27

through June 3 to celebrate this special centennial event,
beginning with a members and guests dinner dance at
the Italian American Club. On May 29 the club
members marched in the Memorial Day Parade, and the
Italian American Club created a float dedicated to our
military service men and women and the many Italian
American veterans who have served their country with
honor during the past 100 years.
On June 1 the public was invited to participate in a
special Italian Mass at Saint Bartholomew the Apostle
Church, followed by a free concert held at the Alan
Augustine Park adjacent to the Municipal Building.

(above) Crest of the Italo-American Mutual Benefit
Laborers Society of Scotch Plains, NJ, founded in 1906
and incorporated in 1930. The club, located at 1976
Valley Avenue in Scotch Plains, boasts 135 members.

(above) The Italian American Club of Scotch Plains’ Women's Auxiliary holding the 100th Anniversary Banner
stand in front of the float used in the Memorial Day Parade.
222 Centennial Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016

4% COMMISSION
All Commissions in NJ are negotiable

Serving Union, Middlesex,
Somerset and Essex Counties

WHAT’S YOUR HOME WORTH?
Call us: 908-272-2001
Web: www.anewvisionrealty.com
Email: ANEWVISIONREALTY@comcast.net
Please disregard if your property is listed with another broker.

(above) Peter DiNizo, Italian American Club 100th Anniversary Committee Chairman, along with several Italian
American Club officers and members who marched in the Memorial Day Parade.
1-800-640-6996
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277 N. Broad Street
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DiBELLA Financial Group
1st Metropolitan Mortgage
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Notary Public • Life/Auto/Home Insurance
Anthony Di Bella
Mario Di Bella
Joseph Di Bella
Thomas Di Bella
515 Springfield Road • Kenilworth, NJ 07033

Free Property Market Evaluation
_____
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GARGANO LIVED LIFE TO THE FULLEST
Patrick J. Gargano, 83, of Vineland, NJ died
December 27, 2005. Born December 31, 1921 in
Elizabeth, NJ, Patrick is the son of the late Joseph and
Assunta (Susan) Rosato Gargano.
He graduated from Thomas Jefferson High School
Class of 1940 in Elizabeth, NJ and attended Union Jr.
College and Rutgers University. He was employed by
Merck Pharmaceuticals and the Singer Mfg. Company.
Patrick was a World War II veteran who enlisted in the
U.S. Navy and also served with the 121st NCB. 4th
Marine Division (3rd BN 20th Marine Engineers) Asiatic-Pacific-Theatre (Roi, Namur, Saipan, and
Tinian).
Mr. Gargano has resided in the New Jersey towns of
Elizabeth, Union, Roselle Park, Rahway, Estell Manor,
Cranford, and Vineland. Patrick was a charter member
of Bayleaf Post #6807 in Garwood, NJ and most recently
affiliated with the VFW Post #157 Vineland, NJ. He was
involved with the Boy Scouts of America, a life Scout
member and recipient of the Order of the Arrow. In
addition, Patrick was a partner in the Gargano Brothers'
Construction Company, a member of the Saint
Anthony's Drum and Bugle Core, foreman and
superintendent of numerous bridge and construction
companies in Union and Morris Counties of New Jersey
and in Connecticut, a Senior Inspector of Highways and
Bridges in the Union County Engineer's Office, a
building inspector and zoning officer of Roselle Park, NJ,
and a member of the NJ Building Official's Association.
Patrick retired from the State of New Jersey Treasury
Department, Division of Building and Construction as a
District Supervisor/Principal Engineer where he also
served as a construction consultant. He was an active
member of the Democratic parties in Roselle Park and
Estell Manor, NJ, serving as president of the Democratic
clubs in both cities.

His hobbies included golfing, fishing, gardening,
traveling, painting, and freely giving advice to friends
and family. Patrick was a member of the Newark Bait
and Fly Casting Club of NJ and of the Vineland
YMCA. He did volunteer work with persons with
developmental disabilities as well as in nursing homes
and veterans organizations. Patrick was a member of
Sacred Heart church in Vineland, NJ and a very active
member of the 4th Marine Division Chapter 12,
WWII.
Patrick Gargano was predeceased by his sister
Nicolina Gargano Norwig and daughter Ellen Mason.
He is survived by his devoted companion, Whelma B.
Irby; his sister Dorothy Stabile of Union; three
daughters and sone-in-laws Kathleen and John Walsh
of Colts Neck, NJ, Jean and Robert Jones of Cranford,
NJ and Michele and Gary Ballin of Bayville, NJ; one
son Wayne Gargano and wife Helen of Estell Manor,
NJ. Patrick is also survived by 10 much loved
grandchildren, John Patrick and Bryce Walsh; Matthew
Mason; Katie and Colleen Jones; Melissa and husband
Charles Mashura); Fawn, and Jesse Gargano; Kenneth
and wife Michelle and Jared Ballin, and two great grand
children, Ellen Mason and Ella Mashura.
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(above) The family of Patrick Gargano
sits at the forefront of his family portrait.

3 R D GENERATION
MORTGAGES

3g-mortgage.com

Preparing you for generations to come.

Benjamin Sheedy, North East Regional Manager
cell 908-432-0665
952 Route 9,
Bayville, NJ 08721
tel 732-237-9559
fax 732-237-9509

1043 Raritan Road
Clark, NJ 07066
tel 732-388-1177
fax 732-388-1187

WANT TO SELL?? NEED TO SELL??
DON'T SETTLE FOR LESS,
DON'T FALL INTO THE 3% TRAP...
YOU CAN HIRE US AND OUR ENTIRE TEAM
FOR THE PRICE OF ONE SINGLE AGENT!
FREE OVER THE PHONE HOME EVALUATION

908-245-9300

ACTION GROUP

134 E. Westfield Avenue • Roselle Park, NJ 07204

ELIZABETH
$540,000
GREAT FOR INVESTORS
Totally Renovated 4 unit home each
featuring 3-4 Rms, Kitchen, Living
Rm, Open Porches, All Separate
Utilities, Updated
heating and
plumbing, Call
Patrick Mullery for
your personal tour
908-245-9300

MANVILLE

$319,900
CAPE COD
Featuring 4 Bdrm, 1 full baths, EatIn-Kitchen, Living Rm, Full
Basement, New Ceramic Tile Flrs,
Hardwood Flrs, 3yrs
old Roof, 4 Cars
Driveway,….Call Vera
Murillo Today for
Your Personal Tour
908-245-9300

IRVINGTON
$275,000
COLONIAL HOME
Spacious 5 Bedrms home with
Living Rm, Dining Rm, Eat-inKitchen, 2 Full
Baths, Basement,
1 Car Garage, Call
Jean Noel for
more information
908-245-9300

UNION

ELIZABETH
$415,000
BEAUTIFUL COLONIAL
Large home with 4 Bedrms, 1.5 Bath,
Eat-in-Kitchen, Living Rm, Formal Dining
Rm, Pergo Flrs, Fireplace
in Foyer Rm, Close to
schools and shopping,
Call Debbie Zamora to
show 908-245-9300

$379,900
MOVE IN CONDITION
This Lovely 3 Bdrm, full bath, Formal
dining rm, Kitchen with Breakfast Bar,
Living Rm, Hardwood Flrs, Basement,
Attic, Great Location,
Blocks to Schools, Train &
Bus to NYC… Call
Margarita Cabrales for
showings 908-245-9300

WAYNE

$719,900

BEAUTIFUL TOWNHOUSE
Fabulous End Unit Townhouse featuring 7
Rms, Breakfast Bar, Center Island, Eat-inKitchen, Formal Dining Rm,
Living Rm, Master Bdrm w/
Jacuzzi and stall shower,
Fireplace, Walkout finishes
basement with full bath , Call
Linda Loria for more your
personal tour 908-245-9300

ROSELLE PARK
$345,000
COLONIAL
Must see home featuring Large 4
bedrms, full bath, Eat-in-Kitchen,
Formal Dining Rm, Living Rm, New
Windows, roof & Siding, 1 Car Garage,
Great NYC Commute via train or Bus…
Call Marie Mullery for more details
908-245-9300

CRANFORD
$594,000
CUSTOM HOME
Featuring 5 Bedrms, 3 Full baths,
Eat-in-Kitchen, Living Rm, Nice
Neighborhood, 2 Car Garage,
Elegance at its best!!!
Call Naira Montealegre
for more information
908-245-9300

LINDEN
$408,958
TRULY MOVE IN CONDITON
Immaculated Cape Cod in Beautiful
Sunnyside Area featuring 3 Bedrm, 3 full
baths, Living Rm, Eat-in-kitchen, Hardwood
flrs, Finished Basement, 2
Car Garage, Access to all
NYC transportation,
Shopping and schools Call
Patrick Mullery for more
information 908-245-9300

ROSELLE PARK
$349,000
GREAT LOCATION
Beautiful Spacious Colonial featuring 3
Bdrms, 1.5 Baths, Eat-in-kitchen, Dining
Rm, Living Rm, Foyer, Attic, Storage
Rm, Upgraded Electric &
Plumbing, Hardwood Flrs,
Great Neighborhood…
Call Kenny Gilchrease for
your Personal tour 908245-9300
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REAL ESTATE CORNER

Belated Happy Mother & Happy Fathers Day!

TINO & HOWARD’S

June 06

We have just enjoyed a beautiful Memorial
Day weekend. Although most of us observe this
holiday as the beginning of the summer season,
we must not forget that this is a somber holiday
where we remember all the veterans and
individuals that have died for our country. At
this time our country is at war in Iraq and every
day more of our soldiers are added to that list of
people who have died for our country. It’s
important that all our readers remember those
who have passed in defending our country. We
should all take a moment of silence for those
who have passed and offer a prayer for those who
are defending us.
It’s important that fathers and mothers
remind their children of the sacrifices that these
soldiers have made for us and that we should hold
them in high esteem and never forget in our hearts
their sacrifices.
This is a real confusing real estate market as we
listen to the news it seems that no one really
understands what is going on concerning the real
estate industry.
One day the news states that resale housing and
new construction is down. The next day we hear about
a real estate bubble. Simultaneously we hear that there
is no bubble and that values are flattening out. The
following day we hear from the same newscaster’s that
real estate sales are up and that values continue to rise.
What should we believe?
The fact is that real estate sales in general are
slowing down and will continue to do so. There are
many reasons for this but primarily it’s affordability.
As interests rates continue to rise it costs the
average buyer $100 per every $100,000 borrowed more
in a mortgage payment. A $600,000 home a year ago
would be approximately $1,200 a year in mortgage

payments less then today. In addition, real estate
values have increased rapidly over the last five
years while buyers have been informed by
newspapers, radio, and television that prices will
come down. There is a fear in our general vicinity
that the government will be cracking down on
illegal immigrants. That fear has also perpetuated a
slow down on the real estate market.
Real estate values are predicated on demand.
We refer to these markets as buyers and sellers
market places. A buyers market is when there is an
abundance of homes for sale and too few buyers. A
sellers market is when there is too few homes on
the market and ample buyers. For the past few years
we have been in a sellers market. Buyers would
customarily pay more than the asking price in fear
of loosing the home of their choice. Sellers were
rewarded with higher prices.
The trend has now reversed and we are now in a
buyers market. For the most part buyers are no
longer paying above the asking price and may low
ball the true values of the home attempting to get a
bargain.
These trends will continue for the foreseeable
future as inventory continues to rise. Homes that
are priced according to the market price and are in
good condition will sell. Homes that are over
priced and are in poor condition will linger in the
market place.
Another sector of the market has taken out
buyers who were speculating on increasing values.
We refer to these individuals as “ Flippers”. They
are gradually leaving the market place. This trend
will continue for the foreseeable future until such
time that real estate values begin to rise again and
interest rates drop.

How much is your home worth?
Call for a free market analysis.
Top 1% In Closed Units

Elizabeth Bataille

Sales Associate
Cell: (908) 202-1702
Direct Line: (908) 518-5294
elizabeth-bataille@burgdorff.com

Kevin MacNamara
Sales - Associate
Cell: 908-578-1455
908-810-1811 Ext. 137
Fax: 908-810-1817
www.alljerseyrealty.com
www.alljerseyhomes.com
e-mail: kmacnamara60@earthlink.net
1200 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ 07083

ROSA AGENCY
REAL ESTATE • INSURANCE APPRAISALS
LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER

Your local
Rosa Agency
Sales Team.

908-289-5200
540 North Avenue, Union, New Jersey 07083

Jim Palermo Lou LaBrutto

ELIZABETH - PETERSTOWN - 4TH AVE-BRAND NEW 2F HOME
ALMOST COMPLETE FEAT: ALL BRICK FRONT W/BALCONIES
EACH UNIT 3BRS, LIV DIN KIT 2FBTH CAC BLT IN GARG
ASKING $599,000

HILLSIDE - WESTMINSTER SEC - LARGE BEAUTIFUL COLONIAL FEAT 3
OVERSIZED BRS, EIK, LIV, DIN, 3 FIRE PLACES PATIO W/HOTUB 2 CAR
GARG + MUCH MORE CALL FOR AN APPT. A MUST SEE

ELIZABETH - NEW LISTING - PETERSTOWN - ALMOST NEW 2F
HOME ON A 35X100 LOT 6/6 3RS LIV DIN KIT 2FBTH CAC HW
FLRS FIN REC RM BEHIND 2 CAR GARG W/FBTH FULLY RENTED
ASKING $600,000

ELIZABETH - PETESTOWN - PRICE JUST REDUCED!! 6 FAMILY
HOME RECENTLY RENOVATED NEW EXTERIOR SEP UTIL FEAT:
5 2BRS APTS & 1 3BR APT GREAT INCOME GREAT FOR
INVESTOR ASKING $599,000

ELIZABETH - ELMORA HILLS - ALL BRICK COLONIAL 3BRS, LIV, DIN,
KIT, 1FBTH & 2 HBTHS FULL BMT UNIQUE OFFICE ABOVE 1 CAR GARG
ASKING $439,000

ELIZABETH - BAYWAY SEC - GREAT 3F HOME FOR 1ST TIME
BUYER LET TENANTS PAY YOUR MORTGAGE HOME IS IN MOVE IN
COND CLOSE TO NYC TRANSP SHOPPING & MAJOR HWYS
ASKING $409,500
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