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TO FRANK, IN RETURN FOR SICILY

T

ennessee Williams dedicated his play “The Rose Tattoo” to Peterstown native
Frank Merlo. The positive influence that Frank had on Tennessee is well
documented. His play captured the personae of Frank’s family and neighbors in the
Italian enclave of Elizabeth, NJ, a tribute to the culture that so impressed the author.

Frank Merlo wanted to be a writer and so he moved to Greenwich Village in Manhattan. It was the
late 1940s, after World War II, in which Frank served in the navy. The Village in the 1940s had become
the catchall for the people shaping the arts and literary world. Musicians, poets, writers and artists were
cramming into the old tenements for the cheap rent. The mixture of talent brewed relationships from
which grew some of the best American contributions to art, theatre, film and literature. This was the
Beat Generation and the Beatniks were somewhat of a mystery to the blue collar world Frank left back
in Peterstown. The image of the bohemian lifestyle was of counter culture and anti establishment.
Artists did not need the approval of society; in fact they thrived more efficiently in the free form model
of their own community.
Frank did not develop into a writer in his own right but he did have a profound effect on Tennessee
Williams, one of America’s greatest playwrights who he met in 1947. Williams had just experienced his
(above) Frank Merlo was an extra in
first critical success with his play “Glass Menagerie”. His career and life were improving. His youth and
the movie version of The Rose
early adulthood was plagued with misery and challenges brought on by family problems and depression.
Tattoo shot in Old Key West.
The themes in his plays reflect those personal struggles. So it is with respect that biographers attribute
Merlo with giving Williams the mental and emotional stability necessary to utilize his immense talent. During their sixteen year relationship,
Williams was his most prolific, achieving critical acclimation and recognition. Glass Menagerie had won the NY Critics Circle Award and then
in 1947 Williams won the award a second time for “A Streetcar Named Desire”, which also won him a Pulitzer Prize. He would write ten more
plays during this period including “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” in 1950, earning him another Pulitzer, and “Night of the Iguana” in 1961. Hi play
“The Rose Tattoo” received the Tony Award for best play in 1951.
Williams made his home in several states. His choice for living was sometimes made due to his work, as when his plays were produced in
Chicago or New York and sometimes he would live in places that inspired him, like New Orleans, Louisiana, the setting of many of his plays.
He especially liked Key West, Florida where one of his favorite hang outs was Captain Tony’s Saloon owned by one time Key West mayor and
another Peterstown native Tony Tarracino. Even with all his travel and experience, Tennessee Williams still expressed a great fondness for
Peterstown. And although his play, “The Rose Tattoo” is set in New Orleans it could have as easily taken place in Franks old home on the
corner of John Street and Third Avenue. The Merlo family lived behind what is now Cafe Italia. The three story back porch had a view of the
corner, which was as lively as the French Quarter.
It was exciting for Frank’s family to keep track of the couple’s success. Frank would get tickets for his family whenever a play would open on
Broadway. When in New York he would always make it a point to visit. One day in 1947 “A Streetcar
Named Desire” was playing on Broadway and Frank and Tennessee wanted to treat their lead actor, Marlin
Brando, who was craving spaghetti and meatballs, and took him to Frank’s mom’s house for the real deal.
The role would launch Brando into super stardom.
The Rose Tattoo is an indication of the stability Frank offered Tennessee. It is the only play he wrote that
actually has a happy ending. It may have been autobiographical depicting his relationship with Frank. Most
of Tennessee Williams plays are dark and full of despair, filled with intense symbolism. Most critics agree
they reflect the turmoil of his life battling tragic relationships with his parents and
sister. He also fought his own demons and battled with an intolerant culture over his
sexuality. The anguish that dominated his life seemed to end with Frank.
The time Frank and Tennessee spent with his family was sporadic but it must have
had a grounding effect on them. The solid family values and strong sense of
community was in direct contrast to the celebrity lifestyle that they were living. Just
knowing it was there may have offered them some comfort.
Frank Merlo developed lung cancer in 1961 and died two years later. It had a
crushing effect on Tennessee. He sunk into a profound depression, began self
medicating and succumbed to alcoholism.
There is much to be said about how two people can complete each other. Frank
Merlo and Tennessee Williams were two loving souls that passed through this world
and found each other.

(left) Frank Merlo, top right, and family at their home in the
Peterstown Section of Elizabeth, NJ. His brother Tony is standing next
to Frank. His sisters Katie Canu and Annie Deleo are just in front of
Tony and Frank. His sister Connie Barone is in front of Katie and
Annie. Tony’s wife Sarah is to the left of Connie. Their mother
Rosalie is wearing a black dress and standing to the right of Connie.
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phone number (only name and town will be printed).
Letters should be typed. Letters appear as space
permits. We reserve the right not to print a letter
without notifying sender.
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Press Releases that benefit the community of
Peterstown are offered free of charge. Every effort
will be made to accommodate appropriate articles
when time and space allows. Send any info in early.
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Dear Joe:
I’m interested in knowing whether anyone out there was
every acquainted with one of my aunts on my father’s side of
his family.
My father was Daniel (Donald) Colchie and he and his
siblings were raised on Cameron Place in Elizabeth. A small
dead end street off Pearl Street with Rector Street sitting
along the back of the dead end. Breidt's Brewery sat on Pearl
Street going around the corner toward St. Elizabeth Hospital
near Broad Street and across the street from part of Pearl
over near East Jersey Street. The Elizabeth High School sits
on the site now.
My aunt’s name was Rose Colchie and from what I
understand from stories my father told me about her when I
was a child is that she along with a girlfriend of hers, Lizzie
Rowe, who resided on High Street in Elizabeth when I grew
up, belonged to the St. Don Bosco Club at St. Anthony’s
Church. As the story goes, my Aunt Rose died at 24 years of
age in the 1920’s. Would anyone out there or any archival
records from St. Anthony’s have a photograph of Rose
Colchie?
Cynthia Rose Colchie Rosa
Toms River, NJ
Dear Editor(s),
As a lifelong resident of Elizabeth, reading your
newspaper always brings a smile to my face and a slim bit of
envy- because I never resided in Peterstown, nor am I of
Italian decent. I do, very much, admire the brotherhood, the
unity, and the respect that I read about in the wonderful
stories in your paper.
I am writing in hopes that you would drop off papers at
my family’s business. We have been in Elizabeth for well over
40 years, and we have many customers of all ethnicities that
I’m sure would enjoy reading your paper.
We are located in the Bayway section of Elizabeth, right
on Bayway Avenue. Our business is “Pastime Tavern” at
520 Bayway Avenue.
Thank you
Bath Kotarski
Elizabeth, NJ
Dear Mr. Renna,
Alphonso Cautillo was grandfather to my Mom (Lillian
Cautillo Richel) as well as Genevieve Cautillo Hickey. The
April 04, issue #33, cover story about the Gallo/Cautillo
family was of much interest to Gen who is living in Mobile,
Alabama. She has been looking for her family roots and I've
been trying to fill her in the best I can. She did visit Valata,
Italy several years back looking for information, which she did
find.
Thank you.
Lillian Richel Tussel
c/o Genevieve Cautillo Hickey,
Mobile, AL

FRANK SANTILLO
Frank Santillo, 54, passed
away on April 26, 2008, at
home in Los Angeles, Calif.
Born and raised in Elizabeth,
Frank moved to Los Angeles
in 2000. He was a health
coordinator in Carmel, Calif.
Frank is survived by his
mother, Theresa Colicchio Schade of Edison; his
sister, Patricia Conforti and her husband, Eugene, of
Toms River, and his brother, Joseph Santillo and his
wife, Gina, of Linden. He was predeceased by his
father, Frank Santillo, and step-father George Schade.
Dear Neighbors,
Recently, the Elizabeth Garden Club celebrated the end of
their 84th year with a luncheon at the Garden Restaurant in
Union, New Jersey. Mrs. June Ford, the outgoing president,
welcomed the newly elected president, Mrs. Alice Holzapfel,
as well as 1st Vice President, Mrs. Jeanne Sheils.
The club will continue with its fund raising, scholarship
award, distribution of flower arrangements to local care
centers and hospitals and assembling and distributing to the
Visiting Nurses Association sixty (60) gift bags for them to
distribute to their patients during the holiday season.
All members are looking forward to the Elizabeth Garden
Club’s 85th year.
Patricia A. Corsentino
Elizabeth Garden Club
Elizabeth, NJ
Joe,
I read the article about Cleveland Middle School Reunion
for the classes of 1956 to 1960 in your April 08 issue and
you did a great job. Sorry not to thank you sooner, but as we
get older we get slower. I really liked the way you reproduced
the class shots and was happy to see them so clearly.
As we move the reunion along we would like to remind
the many classmates reading this to register to attend by
emailing cleveland5660@hotmail.com.
Thanks
Tom Fiorillo
Union, NJ
Joe,
I just read the Peterstown newspaper. Great articles. I see
you included my Jefferson High School 30th reunion picture.
We are having our 55th reunion on Sept. 11th.
Regards Don Schiessl
Warren, NJ

HATS OFF TO BILL MANHARDT
Bill Manhardt has been contributing news about the
Knights of Columbus to Around About Peterstown.
Dear Joe,
My name is Joseph O'Boyle a close friend of Bill
Manhardt's. My dad was his friend and when he died I
started helping Bill. I'm from Roselle Park, but I'm very
active in the 4th degree Knights of Columbus, John Dawson
Gilmary Shea Assembly of Elizabeth. I know a lot of the old
timers from Peterstown from the K of C mostly through my
dad and I have stayed in touch with most of them, a lot of
them have fallen asleep with the Lord. I am married with 4
children and I'm very active with my church, the Church of
St Thersea in Kenilworth (catholiczone.com ).
Brother Sir Knight William Manhardt is still Patriotic. Bill
is an honorary life member of our assembly and still stays
active. He keeps us updated on patriotic events and continues
to fly the flag. Bill is past Faithful Navigator of our assembly
and Past Grand Knight of the Elizabeth Knights of Columbus
Council 253. Bill is an Elizabeth native.
Bill is a life member of the John Dawson Gilmary Shea
Assembly having been a 4th degree member for 39 years. He
has been a member of the Knights for 49 years.
Bill Manhardt has told me how good you have been to him
and I told him I would keep you updated on both the John
Dawson Gilmary Shea Assembly and Bill. He told me he
met you and enjoyed talking to you.
Best regards,
Joseph O'Boyle
Roselle Park

(above, l-r) Knights of Columbus Administrator Dennis
Bruschi meets with Bill Manhardt. Though Bill’s ability
to maneuver is limited he has not slowed in his
dedication to do help the organization with their
community service. His wheel chair is a mobile office
and he is wired to the world though his computer from
his bed in the Delaire Nursing Home in Linden, NJ. He
is flanked by flags he had donated from Merck & Co.

Editor’s Opinion
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everybody has one - this is mine - by Joe Renna

one with the talent. So much more can be achieved
when we each use our own special talents and work
together.
I get support for publishing this newspaper from many
people. The advertisers allow me to afford the printing;
the readers contribute their personal stories; and the
organizations share news of their events that benefit the
community. It is very gratifying.
This newspaper is now in its tenth year and is the
result of many people contributing their experiences and
stories. I may put the ink on paper, but the community
gives it life. My neighbors, friends and family are my
inspiration. My wife, Tina, is my muse. I know I am able
to achieve much more than if I was going at it alone.

(above) Jack LaBrutto

Not for Nothing But..
do

I

muse

you?

SUBMIT TO OUR TEN YEAR ANNIVERSARY BOOK
Ten years of Around About Peterstown will be rolled
into one book. October 08 will complete our tenth year
in print and all past content will be published in one big
book.
If you have content for the paper and would like it to
be included in the book submit it soon.
Old photos, family histories and old memories are
welcomed. Obituaries and remembrances of deceased
family members can be included in a section of the book
that will serve as a memorial.

Make submissions to:
AROUND ABOUT PETERSTOWN
202 Walnut Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 709-0530
Fax: (908) 709-9209
E-mail: joerenna@joerenna.com

UPCOMING REUNIONS IN 08 UNICO CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
ELIZABETH H.S. CLASS OF ‘78
Reunion Date: Saturday, November 29, 2008
Please send us current names & addresses of
classmates. E-Mail: EHSClassof78@aol.com
or call 908-820-3808.

ST. ANTHONY’S CLASS OF ‘62
Jerry Oriscello, Frank Malta and Mike Minitelli are
spearheading a 45 year grammar school class reunion
and are looking for classmates. If you are one, please call
Mike at 908-687-5213 or Frank at 908-355-1176.

ROSELLE CATHOLIC AND
GIRLS CATHOLIC CLASSES OF ‘78
Saturday, November 29, 2008 at The Kenilworth Inn.
Email: RCGC78reunion@yahoo.com for information.
Leave contact info and if you have interest in playing
Golf earlier in the day. Rooms are reserved for attendees
if you would like to book one.

THOMAS JEFFERSON H.S.
CLASS OF 1953
Thomas Jefferson H.S. Class of 1953 will hold its
55th year reunion celebration on September 11th at
The Beacon Hill Country Club, 8 Beacon Hill Road,
Atlantic Highlands.
Contact Jack Padavano 732-929-1666
john668@netzero.com
or Don Schiessl 908-353-0867
dasretired@aol.com.

Submitted by Joseph F. Sutera, President
The Elizabeth Chapter of UNICO is committed to
funding various organizations such as Cooley’s Anemia,
The Arc of Union County, Center for Hope, hospice &
Palliative Care, Occupational Center, Scholarships for
Italian American Collegian Students, and many other
charitable organizations, who desperately rely on our
donations to continue their services.
We humbly ask you again to help us achieve our
goals this year. Please make a contributions to our
Souvenir Journal by completing the enclosed
application.
This year we will be honoring Jennifer Conte Barrett
as the 2008 Citizen of the Year. Our Award Dinner
Dance will be held on Sunday, October 19, 2008 at
L’Affaire Fine Catering, 099 Rt. 22 East, Mountainside,
NJ. Tickets are now available at $100.00 per person.
To purchase tickets, please call:
Pat Arena 908-352-8353
George Marretta 908-925-9211
Courtney Villani 908-862-3333
Joe Caporaso 908-241-4796

LABRUTTO NAMED NEW
PREZ OF LOCAL 394
Jack LaBrutto has stepped in as president of Labor
Local 394. The union hall, located at 647 Marshel
Street in Elizabeth, NJ has 475 members. The local’s
business agent is Al Castanza with field director Joe
Gulino as assistant BA. Carmine Insolaca is the
recording secretary.
LaBrutto, Castanza, Gulino and Insolaca all hail from
the Peterstown section of Elizabeth and continue a long
tradition of the community’s involvement with the
building trades. Jack is the third generation dedicated to
the trade. His grandfather, Jack, retired from the Union
after 32 years. His Father clocked in 47 years before
retiring and his Uncle Joe shaped the hall for 53 years.
Jack has been a member for 32 years.
Jack is committed to seeing that his members get
steady work, at a prevailing wage. LaBrutto says of his
charges, “We are hard workers who just want to earn
enough to raise our families comfortably.”
Labrutto and his crew are finishing up a yearlong
project in Warenanco Park in Roselle, NJ. The stream
restoration project sponsored by Merck and Company
rehabbed a 1/2-mile run of river, added a new stream
and constructed four bridges.

SUBSCRIPTIONS



It would be wonderful if everyone had a muse, a
guiding spirit, and a source of inspiration as Tennessee
Williams had in Frank Merlo. The term, muse, from
Greek Mythology, is reserved for people in creative
walks of life, writers, artists, poets, philosophers and the
like. I want to extend the concept to people in every
day walks of life.
The relationship between the muse and the artist is
similar to what we experience in Peterstown. We inspire
and are inspired by one another. Though our pursuits
are not as lofty as those of the artist, they are just as
important to our own small community. Especially when
it comes to helping others in need.
The way our community groups help each other is a
thing of beauty. Starting with St. Anthony’s Church,
the anchor of our community, to all the community
service and social organizations, we have giving down to
a science. Or should I say, an art form.
There are some people who have a knack for doing
good, a talent, if you will. They should be held with
high esteem. They should be the recipients of our
support. The rest of the community should be
encouraging and inspiring that person, for they are the

Don’t miss an issue! Have Around About Peterstown
delivered to your home or office.
Fill out the form below and mail it
along with a check for $15.00
for 1 year subscription (6 issues) payable to:
PETERSTOWN NEWSPAPER
202 Walnut Avenue, Cranford, NJ 07016
Name_____________________________________
Company__________________________________
Address ___________________________________

REGISTER FOR ST. A’S NOW

_________________________________________

St. Anthony’s Grammar School is taking registration
for 2008-2009 school year. For more information call
the school at 908-352-7419, Monday through Friday
from 9am to 12 noon or 1pm to 2pm.

Ask about our scholarship program!

Phone ____________________________________

Jennifer Conte Barrett

A few back issues are sold out.
Get all back issues available for $15.
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   WORLD PRMIER   
Presents Code Placer, Created by Michael Anello,
email: anellodesign@gmail.com

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX
If you like the paper, please thank an advertiser. The
businesses that advertise in this paper make it possible to
print. You can show your appreciation for their support
by patronizing their business's. If they keep advertising,
we will keep printing.
Advertising starts at $45 for a business card size ad, up
to $600 for a full page. Anyone interested in placing an
ad can contact Tina Renna at (908) 709-0530..
PAGE
ADVERTISER
All Jersey Realty ............................................................22
Alliance Plumbing & Heating ......................................18
American Plumbing.......................................................20
Amici's Restaurant.........................................................16
An Honest Tree Service ................................................20
Bella Gina's Italian Deli & Restaurant .........................17
Best Dental Group......................................................... 6
Blue Streak Auto Sales.................................................. 8
Bob & Richies Sunoco .................................................. 8
Buzzetti’s Deli .................................................................15
Candelino Kitchens .......................................................18
Cervantes of Spain Restaurant ......................................16
City Tavern Restaurant..................................................17
Cleveland Auto & Tire ................................................. 8
Clover Leaf Cemetery & Mausoleum ........................... 5
C & J Automotive......................................................... 8
Colton’s Pharmacy......................................................... 6
Corsentino Home for Funerals ...................................... 4
Cubano restaurant / Lounge ..........................................15
Custom Hair Design ......................................................11
David Fabbo Construction ............................................24
DiBella Financial Group................................................23
DiCosmo's Italian Deli & Catering...............................16
DiCosmo’s Italian Ices ...................................................16
Dimensions A Total Salon ............................................11
Dr. Nicholas Cicchetti, D.M.D. .................................... 6
Dr. Jorge Matos, Orthodontics ...................................... 6
Dr. Nicholas Palmieri, Chiropractic Sports Medicine ..10
Dr. Frank Paternostro, D.M.D....................................... 6
Dr. Joseph M. Schulman, Family Practice.....................10
Dr. Vaiana, Bella Medi Spa ...........................................10
Drew Memorial Company ............................................. 4
East Coast Computer Care ............................................11
Elizabeth Auto Wrecking & Auto Glass ...................... 8
Elizabeth Yellow Cab ..................................................... 8
Esthetique Home Improvements ...................................20
Front Street Smokehouse and Saloon...........................17
Gallicchio Novel ...........................................................10
Gourmet Deli .................................................................16
Jacobson's Distribution Co. ...........................................21
Jersey Uniform ...............................................................20
Jersey Window Factory ..................................................20
Joanne's Luncheonette ..................................................17
Joe Percario General Contracting .................................19
Joey’s Italian Deli ...........................................................16
Magic Fountain ..............................................................17
Michael Percario, Esq. ................................................... 7
Michelino’s Pizzeria........................................................17
Millennium Home Mortgage.........................................23
New Jersey Realty ..........................................................22
Nugent’s Tavern .............................................................17
O'Donnell Insurance Agency ........................................22
Pantagis Renaissance .....................................................16
Pavel Construction ........................................................18
Perrotti Floors ................................................................18
Petruccelli Funeral Home.............................................. 4
Pinho’s Bakery................................................................17
Prestige Home Sales.......................................................23
RE/MAX properties Unlimited .....................................22
Rev. DeSousa ................................................................. 4
Richard Lucas Chevrolet Subaru .................................. 9
Rocco Auto Service....................................................... 8
Sacco’s Meat Market......................................................16
Santa Maria Eye Care Center........................................10
Santillo’s Brick Oven Pizza ............................................17
Spirito’s Restaurant ........................................................14
Tango Insurance.............................................................18
Tapas of Spain ................................................................16
Tauros Tapas Grill ..........................................................16
Tequila’s Grill.................................................................16
Third Generation Mortgages.........................................23
Tomasso Brothers ...........................................................20
Tommy's Pizza ................................................................17
Trinitas Hospital ............................................................11
Ultimate Elvis ................................................................14
Union County Garden Supply ......................................20
Video Data Services....................................................... 5
Village Insurance ........................................................... 8
Villani Bus Company..................................................... 8
Weichert Realtors ..........................................................22

HOW TO PLAY CODE PLACER:

1. Each row horizontal and vertical must contain one set of all letter. 2. Each 3x3 space square must also contain
one set of all letters and spaces. 3. Lettters in shaded aquares must be arranged to spell out phrase. Hint: One row
is completed. Solution will be in the August 08 issue of Around About Peterstown.

“_ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _”

by
Letter Place Created
Michael Anello

SOLUTION TO JUNE 08 PUZZLE

Mike Anelo’s creation Letter Place was debuted in the April
Issue of Around About Peterstown. The key word, highlighted in
the diagram to the left was “Elizabeth”.
The solution to this Month’s puzzle will appear in the August
08 issue of this newspaper. The first reader to send the correct
solution in, will get credited in the next issue.

HOW TO PLAY LETTER PLACE: 1. Letters used spell out a
word or words totalling 9 letters including spaces.
2. Each row horizontal and vertical must contain one set of all
letters and spaces. 3. Each 3x3 space square must also contain
one set of all letters and spaces. Hint: One row, randomly
selected spells out the word or words used.

Rev. Orlando H. De Sousa
Medical Intuitive, Spiritual Seer
Readings and healings
for individuals, couples, and groups
Now available in New Jersey
by appointment

908-276-3920

CORSENTINO
Home for Funerals
Carl C. Corsentino, Manager
NJ Lic. No. 2548

908-351-9595
620 Second Avenue, Elizabeth, New Jersey

Petruccelli
Funeral Home
Family owned and operated for over 100 years!
Marie E. Belmont Baio
Manager, NJ Lic. No 3866

908-352-8167 • 908-352-0299
232 Christine Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07202
Memorial Craftsmen

Since 1865

Family owned and operated.
THOMAS R. DREW, JR.
ALAN G. DREW
732-388-4396
16 INMAN AVE. • COLONIA, NJ 07067-1802
(Across from St. Gertrude Cemetery)

Monuments • Headstones • Markers
Granite - Bronze
Cemetery Lettering
WE ERECT PRIVATE FAMILY MAUSOLEUMS

SACCO’S IS STILL HOME TO THE AVALON CLUB
As small as the Peterstown section of Elizabeth, NJ is,
approximately 50 square blocks, it was home to
numerous social clubs, each similar in function but
distinct in their make up. The catalysts behind the
formation of the clubs are just as numerous, some are
obvious others very subtle. The Avalons for instance was
one of many clubs that were geographic. Clubs formed
around the common experience of growing up around
the area of a single block. Another club would exist
every few blocks with its own unique blend of members.
The clubs were rivalrous. They were more
harmonious in that together they defined the rich
complexity of the culture in Peterstown.

The Avalons formed in the early 1930’s and ended up
disbanding in the 1980’s, like many clubs, due to
attrition. Most members lived within the few blocks of
their clubhouse located at 806 Third Avenue between
Centre and High Streets.
Sacco’s and Sons butcher shop expanded into what
was the old clubhouse and it seemed like a few members
came with the space as fixtures. The shop is a popular
stop-by for coffee and sandwiches served up by Avalon
member Jimmy Malta. There is also a good chance that
Vince Gazzo, another member, will be sitting at one of
the tables. There is only one other surviving member of
the club, Sal Leo, who is living in Florida.
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(above, l-r) Avalon members Vince Gazzo and Jimmy
Malta can still be found everyday at their old
clubhouse, now Sacco’s Butcher Shop.

Not for Nothing But..
Avalon was the paradise
island where the heroes
in King Arthur retired.
(left) Avalon club members in photo taken outside the
club in the late 1940’s. (back, l-r) Gus Navarro, Joe
Lapore, Jim Piccaro, Sal Signarelli, Gasper Casio.
(middle, l-r) Joe Conforti, Sal Manetta, Eddie Martin,
John Stonziolla, Jim Bollero, Vince Gazzo.
(front, l-r) Jerome Arcardi, Phil Fusco.
NOTE: Frank Malta, who is not pictured, remembers
well when the photo was taken. It was Sunday morning
while he was attending mass across the street in St.
Anthony’s Church, probably praying for these guys.

Offer expires July 31, 2008

DICOSMO ARE DOUBLY BLESSED MEETING TWO POPES
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Not for Nothing But..
it’s nice to meet people
in

places

on

high.

(left) Mike and Ann DiCosmo both
take hold of the hand of Pope Paul VI
during a visit to the Vatican in 1972.

(left) In 1979 Mike and
Ann once again had
face-time with the Holy
See, John Paul II. Mike
is hand to hand with the
pontiff, Ann is a few
lengths down the rail to
his right.

Mike DiCosmo and his wife Ann had the privilege
of shaking the hand of two Popes, once in 1972, Pope
Paul VI, and a second time in 1979, John Paul II. Both
encounters happened during trips to the Vatican as part
of vacation tours with friends. The DiCosmos traveled
through Italy with about 20 close friends. Once in
Rome Mike contacted another friend, a monsignor who
worked at the Vatican. On both occasions he arranged
for Mike and his party to obtain tickets to be in the
audience of the Pope. It was shear cunning on his part
to get himself and Ann to the front of the crowd.
Pope Paul VI headed the Catholic Church from
1963 to 1978. Pope John Paul I who even at the
relatively young age of 65 was quite ill and died after
serving only 33 days as Pope succeeded him. His
successor was Karol Józef Wojtyła, a priest from Poland
who eventually became a bishop and Cardinal. He
would be the first Polish Pope, in fact the first Pope
ever who was not Italian. He took the name of his
predecessor and became John Paul II. He was just 58
years old at the time. John Paul II had a very popular
and inspirational tenure as Pope that lasted 27 years.
He died in 2005. The nod then went to a German born
cardinal who took the name Benedict XVI. He is
presently serving as Pope.
Photos of the two encounters hang on the wall of
Mike and Ann’s son’s Gary’s Deli, DiCosmo’s, on
Raritan Road in Clark. Ann still has fond memories of
those trips and of those with whom she traveled.

Not for Nothing But..
I thought he wanted to

Nicolas W. Cicchetti, D.M.D.
Haleh Kossari, D.M.D.
Family Dentistry
Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry
18 East Westfield Ave.
Roselle Park, NJ 07204

be called John Paul
Too,

as

in

also.

(908) 245-9463
Fax: (908) 245-0969

cicchettidmd.dentistryonline.com

FRANK A. PATERNOSTRO. D.M.D.

230 West Jersey Street
Office Hours
Suite 310, Elizabeth, NJ
By Appointment
908-353-2316

Best Dental Group
George Umansky, DDS
FAMILY DENTISTRY

Jessie H. Sioco, DDS

Emergencies Seen Same day
• Extractions Root Canal Therapy
(nerve treatment)
• Crowns & Bridges
• Full & Partial Denture
• Implant Dentistry & Restoration
• Most dentures Repaired
the same day
• Cosmetic Bonding, Bleaching
Laminates

“Gentle Care”

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

908-355-8454

419 Rahway Avenue
Elizabeth

State-of-the-Art Equipment
Steam Sterilization

•
•
•
•

Tagalog

406 Chestnut Street • Union, NJ

aqy

$

New Patients only

Free Consultation

Se Habla Espanol

(2 blocks from Elmora Ave.
Thurs......10-7 Intersection, next to Wendy’s)
Fri. .........10-7
Sat. ...........9-3

EXAM • F.M.S.
X-RAYS
CLEANING
CONSULTATION

Specialists in
Adult and Child
Orthodontics

Senior Citizen Courtesy

www.Bestdentalgroup.com
Mon. .......9-5
Tues. ......10-7
Wed..........9-3

Jorge A. Matos, D.D.S.
Frederic Lavoie, D.M.D.

150
Special not valid with insurance.
Regular Price: $300.
Must present this coupon.
Expiration 8/15/08.

English, French, Portuguese & Spanish Speaking
Office Hours By Appointment Only
(weekends and evenings)

(908) 354-4428
520 Westfield Ave., Suite 206 • Elizabeth, NJ 07208

www.matosorthodontics.com
NJ Specialty Permit Nos. 5151 / 5692

GUERCIO HAS WORDS WITH POPE PIUS XII
Joe Guercio from Roselle Park, NJ served in the U.S.
Navy from 1948 to 1952. His assignment during the
Korean War was on a ship touring the Mediterranean
Sea. Joe’s parents were from a town in Sicily named
Polizzi Generosa. Joe served as an Italian/English
interpreter and loved to take Liberty in Italy.
Joe visited the Vatican during one of his breaks. He
was squeezed in a sea of servicemen and could barely see
over his shipmates as Pope Pius XII walked into the
room. To no one person in particular, the Pope asked the
group in Italian, “Where is your ship?’ A small voice

from about six rows back answered, in Italian, “It is in
Naples.”
Hearing the response in Italian Piqued Pius’s curiosity.
He looked around and asked “Who said that?” Joe
answered but still was not in eyesight of the Pope. Then
his shipmate, Frank “Big Mhert” Mhertens, a mountain
of a guy, lifted Joe and shoved him to the front of the
crowd, Joe felt like he was airborne, and ended up face to
face with the pontiff. Pope Pius asked “Are you Italian?”
Joe then explained how he was an American born of
Italian immigrants.
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Pope Benedict XVI’s visit to New York City on April
19, 2008 was documented by local photographer Harry
Marples. Harry and his family, wife Veronica and
children, waded through the crowds and intense security
for the opportunity to capture the moment. Though they
were not fortunate enough to have gotten into St.
Patrick’s cathedral, they were able to watch Benedict
celebrate Mass on a large screen TV out side.

(left) Joe Guercio, kneeling second from
right, got helped getting his front row seat
from buddy Frank Mhertens (top right) in
the audience of Pope Pius XII.
(left) Joe Guercio,
now living in Pine
Wood Hall in Roselle,
NJ, cherishes the
1952 photo, below, of
himself and fellow
(above) Photo of Pope Benedict XVI taken through the
shipmates with the
windows of the Popemobile which was fitted with
pope at the Vatican.
bulletproof glass after the assassination attempt of John
Paul II in 1981.
(right) Portrait
photographer Harry
Marples is an Elizabeth,
NJ native and operates
out of his Grove Street
office. He can be reached
at 908-352-2088.

“We Won’t Settle for Less…Why Should You?”
$1 Million Jury Award for Victim in Truck Accident*

Michael
A.
Percario
Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Helping Victims
of Accidents and
Personal Injuries
 Auto Accidents
 Defective Products
 Insurance Claims
 Municipal Court
 Workplace Injuries
 Medial Malpractice
 Lead Poisoning
 Slip and Fall
 Wrongful Death
 Dog Bite Cases

• Michael Percario, Esq.
• David Nitti, Esq.
• Christopher Struben, Esq.
• Roger Ermola, Esq.

No fee unless money is recovered.
FREE CONSULTATION
*Results may vary depending
upon facts and circumstances.

Evening & Weekend Appointments
Se Habla Espanol

(908) 925-9111 • 1514 St. George Avenue, Linden, NJ 07036
New Brunswick Area 732-545-9900 • www.percariolaw.com

TATTOO ROSE PLAYS ON PLAY’S WORDS
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(above) The Rose Tattoo, a play by Tennessee Williams
was the inspiration behind the Peterstown based band
Tattoo Rose. The play was made into a movie in 1955
staring Burt Lancaster and Anna Magnani, after playing
on Broadway and winning a Tony Award for best play
in 1951. The leads were played by Maureen Stapleton
and Eli Wallach, both of whom also won Tony Awards
for Best Featured Actor and Featured Actress in a Play.

In 1971 Lou Filipe, Lou LaBrutto and Joe Phiffer got
together in Filipe’s Elizabeth Avenue bedroom to form a
band. Filipe sang and played the drums, LaBrutto played
the organ and Phiff was one of the best guitarists to
come out of Elizabeth. Thier first song was “That Boy”
by the Beatles. They were liking what they heard and
having fun to boot. They put the call out to their
musician friends from the Peterstown section of
Elizabeth, NJ and started building the band which would
become a tour de force on the local music scene.
It was Gary Tripidi, saxophonist and vocalist who
suggest the name of the band be “Tattoo Rose”. He had
just read the play, “The Rose Tattoo” written in 1948 by
Tennessee Williams and thought the name evoked a
pretty cool image. Not to be so litteral in its reference to
the play, he inverted the words. The play had a
historical tie to Peterstown in that it was inspired by
Williams’ experience spending time in the neighborhood
visiting the Merlo family on John Street.
The band played into the 80’s at local clubs and
lounges. In the early years they were a staple at the then
popular school dances. The bands most shinning
moments were their concerts in the park, in their case,
the School 3 Playground. They would play under the

VILLANI BUS COMPANY

Elizabeth Yellow Cab

shelter for hours tirelessly having as much fun as the
throngs that would fill the outfield and bleachers.
There was an ebb and flow of members through the
years including bassist Vince Fenminelli, Eddie Martines
on Guitar, vocalist Billy Cullen, Victor Firenzi and Ron
Marshott both bass players and Charlie Saracino on
organ.
When Louie Filipe left the band to go to college,
John Hass sat in on drums. The group were friends first,
the band was their playground. If there was any riff
between members no one knew. Off stage they mixed in
with the day-to-day of the rest of the neighborhood. A
case in point, when Louie Filipe graduated college and
was ready to play again the band did not want to slight
Hass so they played with two drummers for a while.
Thier catalog consisted of the music of Eric Clapton,
The Beatles, Moody Blues, Doobie Brothers, Dave
Mason, Santana, CSN&Y, The Doors, and the like.
Though they were talented enough to do so, no one
ever pursued music as a career. A few continue to play
professionally and others may emerge to do a gig or two.
Filipe has been a regular with the Jobananno & The
Godsons of Soul, which sometimes has Saracino sitting
in. Joe Phiff can be seen playing his guitar in the Fossils.
They both still rock like they did 30 years ago.

24 Hours
7 Days a Week
Dee Villani President

Buses for all occasions
ECONOMICAL • COMFORTABLE • SAFE

908-862-3333
811 E. Linden Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036
1920-2007 “Serving the Public for 87 Years”

•• Door
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to Door
Door Service
Service
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Local and
and Long
Long distance
distance
•• Transportation
Transportation to
to Airports
Airports
•• Commercial
Commercial Centers,
Centers,
Night
Night Clubs,
Clubs,
Casinos,
Casinos, Etc.
Etc.
•• Clean
Clean Late
Late
Model
Model Cars
Cars

www.bluestreakmotors.com

SPECIALIZING IN LATE MODEL
LOW MILLAGE
CARS/VANS/SUV’S
150 West First Ave. • Roselle, NJ 07203

(908) 241-3939

Tels: (908) 354-4444 • (908) 354-0350

Fax: (908) 245-6702

•
•
•
•
•

O

ur
Sales
20th Year
Detailing
Free Estimates
Auto Body Repair
Free Pickup & Delivery

20 Years of keeping Union County residents on the road for less

bob & richies

SUNOCO

P R E M I U M A U T O S E RV I C E
675 Newark Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ
Private Inspection Facility
Emission Repair Facility

908-289-9797
Master Technician Service Specialist

Specializing in Sales of Pre-Owned Luxury and Sport Cars
Including: • JAGUAR
• MERCEDES
• PORSCHE
• CADILLAC
• LEXUS
• AND MORE
We have a car for every budget and taste.
We also have a complete state of the art auto body repair facility. We offer free
local pick up and delivery service and we also have rental cars available on site.

*AUTOMOTIVE DETAIL SPECIAL*

NOW 99

Fax: (908) 351-2753

Third Avenue & Loomis Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07206
J. DeSalvo

(908) 925-0020
www.cjautocenter.com

AUTO INSURANCE

CLEVELAND AUTO & TIRE
Tel: (908) 352-6355

100 E St Georges Ave
Linden, NJ 07036

• Wash And Wax
Regularly $149.99
• Shampoo All Carpets
$
99
• Shampoo Cloth Interiors
• Clean and Dress Leather Seats
• Detail All Tires And Wheels

Low Cost
Immediate Coverage & Savings

Call to Speak to one of our “Live” agents

COMMERCIAL AUTO • CONTRACTOR’S LIABILITY Low Cost Business &
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION • BUILDERS’ RISK Homeowners Insurance
Combine Auto &
Homeowners Insurance
for more savings!

Manufacturer’s • Pizzerias • Restaurants
Gas Stations • Auto Repair • Body Shops
Motorcycle • Boat • RV • Life
Get Auto Insurance Quote ON-LINE in 60 Seconds!

www.Village-Insurance.com

Se Habla Espanol
Falamos Portuguese
Parliamo Italiano

Village Insurance Agency Inc.
Serving the community since 1979

95 Westfield Ave., Clark, NJ 07066 - 732-396-4466
Also at 788 Bloomfield Ave., Verona, NJ 07044 - 973-239-2855

PEACE, LOVE, WOODSTOCK
Tattoo Rose regularly played outdoor concerts, in
the School Playground, for all commers. As the news
spread the field would fill up with free spirited local
youth. Sometimes the show was structured as part of a
planned event, other times it was impromptu.
Concerts would turn into all day fests with
barbecues sparking up and frisbees flying. For whatever
reason, these types of shows were definitely a sign of
the times.
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(below, clockwise) Tattoo Rose playing at
The St. Rocco’s Feast in 1978: Victor Ferenzi,
Eddie Martinez, Louie Filipe,
Charlie Saracino, and Joe Phiffer.

Check out where Louie
Filipe is playing by
visiting
www.jobonanno.com
Information about Joe
Phiffer’s and the band
The Fossils can be
found at
www.myspace.com
/jerseyfossils

Not for Nothing But..
what

is

considered

counter culture at one
point, will be mainstream
establishment later on.

As a proud resident of Peterstown, it has been my pleasure to have
serviced the community’s car and truck buying needs. Together with
Richard Lucas of Richard Lucas Chevrolet & Subaru, we have been
satisfying area residents for many years. With the excellent reputation
of the Lucas family, we promise to keep you a very satisfied customer
for many years to come.
Thank you,
Angelo Strazzella

RICHARD LUCAS
CHEVROLET SUBARU
800-928-4711
1077 US - 1 • Avenel, NJ 07001

SANTAMARIA OFFERS FAMILY EYE CARE
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Submitted by Jaime Santamaria II, M.D.

(above) Jaime Santamaria II, M.D. with offices in
Edison and Perth Amboy draws many clients from
surrounding counties due to a new cataract surgery
procedure.
Santamaria Eye Center, on the web at
www.santamariaeyecnter.com and lasiknj.com, can be
reached toll free at 877-454-4362 or 732-826-5159.

Bella Medi-Spa
PROFESSIONAL SKIN CARE
Dr.Vaiana’s Medical Office
(908) 352-7546
First consultation is FREE
216 Palmer St. Elizabeth, NJ

10% OFF WITH THIS AD
REFER A FRIEND AND GET
10% OFF YOUR NEXT VISIT

Laser Treatments:
• Hair Removal
• Brown Spots
• Large Pores
• Acne
• Spider Veins
• Varicose Veins
• Wrinkles
• Sun Damage
Many other services
and products.

DR. NICHOLAS F. PALMIERI
Chiropractic Physician
DR. JOSEPH M. SCHULMAN
Family Physician
Complete Family Medical Care
Chiropractic Care
Sports Medicine Services

(908) 925-0030
1711 North Wood Avenue, Linden, NJ 07036

It is a pleasure to write to you about a revolutionary
advancement in cataract surgery. The eye is like a
camera. A cataract is like having a cloudy lens in the
camera. That is, the natural lens becomes cloudy. A
cataract can be removed when it disturbs the patient’s
activities of daily living, such as difficulty reading and
difficulty driving at night. If a patient has no symptoms,
usually cataract surgery is not necessary. An ophthalmic
examination determines whether the cataract is the
reason for the patient’s visual difficulties.
In cataract surgery, the natural lens is removed, and
today we use a new lens in the “eye camera” to replace
the old cloudy lens – it is called the intraocular lens
implant, or IOL. In my opinion, the crystalens® is the
best intraocular lens now available for patients. It allows
for both far and close vision without glasses.
The crystalens® imitates the natural eye by
accommodating--it actually moves forward slightly
adjusting to the change in distance, just like in the
natural eye. When you look at something far away and
then at something close by, this accommodating lens
focuses and you can see both. This is different from the
standard intraocular lens, which gives you either far

vision or near vision without glasses, but not both.
The other type of FDA approved implant that can
give you far and close vision without glasses is the
multifocal lens. This type of IOL does not adjust to the
distance, but rather you are looking through a specific
area of the lens for distance or for near. These lenses can
produce halos around lights, giving poor night vision.
The accommodating crystalens® has no such
disadvantage.
Even though most of our crystalens® patients see
quite well for far and close, some patients may need
glasses for something, usually reading fine print. This is
the only downside to this exciting new technology. The
accommodating crystalens® is ideal for computer users
since intermediate vision is usually excellent. Multifocal
intraocular lenses on the other hand, frequently lack
good intermediate vision. The crystalens® is the implant
I would place in my own eye if I had a cataract, and the
one I would recommend to anyone in my own family.
If you would like to determine if you are a candidate
for this outstanding breakthrough in vision correction,
Dr. Santamaria is available for consultation in the
Edison or Perth Amboy offices.

Men Without Redemption
Nick Gallicchio
This may be the most prolific story about organized
crime, as well as one of the most powerful and
intriguing stories of the American labor movement.
The love scenes are described with satisfying, and
romantic splendor. For 37 years the author was a
union organizer. He has a story to tell.

Purchase this novel:
Amazon.com

Abebooks.com

Trafford.com

Tarket.com

Website: Gallicchio999.com
Featured at New York Cities 2007 book Festival

FIRST
FEASTA DI SAN VITO IS BIG SUCCESS
Peterstown residents young and old, past and present, traditional foods prepared by members of the
filled Centre Street from Fourth Avenue to the dead end
in the first Feasta di San Vito presented by the Frank O.
Mazza Civic Association.
The setting for the family festivities were centered on
the Vallatese hall. On Saturday night, June 14, 2008,
three generations got together for lessons in making
pasta and bread, a St. Vito Day tradition. The next
morning, the bread was walked in procession from the
Valletese Club to St. Anthony’s Church for blessing at
the altar. Children carried signs they had made during
arts and crafts sessions the night before.
Italian Mass at St Anthony’s was full to capacity, as
in years past, and Fr, Sesto commented on how happy
he was to see the Italian community could still come out
and support the Parish. He hoped for every Sunday to
be San Vito Day.
After the church service a double lined procession
snaked through the streets of Peterstown behind a statue
of St. Vito being carried on the shoulders of community
faithful following Father Sesto and deacon Joe Caparoso.
The procession ended with the outdoor feast
complete with food vendors, music, dancing and games.
The fun continued into the evening with Quadriglia
and Tarantella lessons that ended in a contest. The story
of St. Vito and cultural history was the focus of the twoday event.
Several outside vendors participated with all the

Frank Mazza Civic Association which included
Dolce Restaurant, Tommy’s Pizza, Centanni’s
Meat Market and Michelino’s Restaurant, all
donated their time to make the event
successful. The bread and pasta that was made
the night before was served.
Organizers thanked the City of Elizabeth,
the Police and Fire departments, Public Works
Central Licensing and Emergency Medical
Services for all their assistance.
Master Pig Roaster Larry Trujillo who
donated his entire day for a good cause cooked
two 100-pound pigs
The Statue of San Vito was restored. It is
now on display in St Anthony’s Church and
accepted donations during the feasta. Over
$2,500 was donated to St. Anthony’s Parish of
which Fr. Pat Diver was extremely appreciative
of for helping the Parish continue to serve the
Peterstown Italian American Community.
Plans for next year are to expand to a twoday festival and add more instructional lessons
for the children in hopes that they will not
only learn of their family’s history and culture,
but also become proud of it and continue the
traditions with their families for generations to
come.

11
Jun 08

(top and above) Younger generations learned from elders how
to make pasta and bread as part of the St. Vito celebration.
(908) 687-9079

732-636-6677
1256 St. Georges Avenue, Avenel, NJ 07001

Fax: (908) 687-8640
www.njpcpros.com
2816 Morris Ave. • PO Box 3841 • Union, NJ 07083
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FEASTA DI SAN VITO
June 14 & 15, 2008: The tradition of baking bread for the feast of St. Vito was passed down a generation in the Vallatese hall on Saturday evening.
Sunday started with a noon mass at St. Anthony’s Church followed by procession through the streets of Peterstown section of Elizabeth, NJ
ending with an indoor and outdoor feast at Vallatese Hall, Corner of Fourth Avenue & High Street.
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CUBANU RESTAURANT OFFERS TASTE OF CUBA
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(above, l-r) Ralph Sotolongo and brothers Pablo and
Jerry Varona partnered up to open Cubanu Restaurant
in Rahway, NJ.
“The Cha Cha Sampler, is the best appetizer. The
yummy Pescado el Vara-dero, Tilapia baked in a banana
leaf with herbs, potato and fresh plum tomato is
remarkable.” - Len Trugman, ABC News
“The huge portioned herb flavored Short Ribs in a red
wine reduction with roasted vegetables is splendid and
for true meat lovers with hearty appetites.”
- Michael Fotinas,
Owner, Buttonwood Manor and Scarborough Fair

For several generations Elizabeth, NJ has cultivated
the rich traditions of Cuban-Americans. As the
children and grandchildren of immigrants come into
their own a new wrinkle is emerging in the fabric of
society. Cubanu Restaurant/Lounge in Rahway is
representative of this segment of American culture
rooted in Cuban traditions.
The difference between Cubanu and the Cuban
establishments in Elizabeth of past generations is that it
is noticeably catering to the general population. Where
cafes and shops were situated within Cuban
neighborhoods in the past Cubanu is part of a diverse
downtown that features a dozen different restaurants
featuring Irish, Italian, Portuguese and American
cuisines.
The staff of Cubanu are locals, generally from
Elizabeth and specifically from the Peterstown area.
The owners, two brothers, Pablo and Jerry Verona and
Ralph Sotolongo are childhood friends who attended
St. Anthony’s Grammar School and St. Mary’s High
School together. The chef, Rudy Lopez, also hails from
Peterstown. He has been a favorite of local dinners and
has quite a following.
Rudy, who owned and operated the 640 Club in
Elizabeth from 1999 to 2007, was also a chef at
Michael’s Back Street Cafe in Springfield which
featured Cajon fare, the Italian restaurants LaGriglia in
Kenilworth and LaStalla in Roselle and Sinclair’s in
Millburn where he specialized in seafood.
Though Rudy has eclectic skills in ethic cooking,
Cubanu is distinctly Cuban which is real home cooking
for him. Rudy’s parents came to America from Cuba
and settled in Elizabeth in 1958. Dinners may be

treated to specials that sway from the theme, almost all
dishes stick to tradition and are highly recommended.
The restaurant recently received a surprise visit from
food critic Gail Gerson-Witte and was given an
extremely positive write-up in New York Daily News.
She was accompanied by Len Trugman of ABC News
and Michael Fotinas, Owner, Buttonwood Manor and
Scarborough Fair, who echoed her enthusiasm.
The following is a sampling of the menu that is
bound to whet anyone’s taste buds. Appetizers include
Empanadas, Papas Rollena, Bacalaitos, Cubanitos,
Ceviche Seafood, Cha Cha Sampler, Camaron al Ajilo,
and Golden crusted mashed potato balls, from Jerry and
Pablo’s mother’s kitchen, Entrees feature Guajiro Short
Ribs, Varadero, Mar y Terra, Cameron Enchilado, Pollo
Babalu, Churrasco Skirt Steak, and Lecon Asado, a
marinated slow roasted suckling pig.
Rudy does not stop at the main course. He also
masters the dessert portion of the evening crafting his
own selection of desserts.
Cubanu’s decor is interesting but subtle. It is
obviously newly renovated with fresh ideas. The
separation between the lounge and restaurant is so that
it seems like two places. Anyone interested in a quite
dinner is not distracted by the sights and sounds of the
lounge area. And conversely, those looking for a fun and
lively evening at play can find it at the bar and dance
floor.
Cubanu has evening entertainment from Thursday to
Saturday. Sports and other programming can also be
enjoyed while eating a Frita Cubanu (Cuban Burger) at
the bar with a group of friends starting at 11:00am,
Monday to Friday and 4:30pm Saturday and Sunday.

(above) Cubanu’s signature
drinks gets a big thumbs-up
from staffer Christina (CJ) Rodriguez.
(right) Patrons can dance to Salsa
beats or Latin Jazz on Thursday,
Friday and Saturday Nights.

(above, l-r) Serving are Rudy Lopez, Jr., Angela Morales and Anthony Sanchez.
Cubanu’s youthful staff is a perfect fit for the casual and light atmosphere. They also (below) A great night out in Downtown Rahway
reflect the authentic Cuban roots of the cuisine and friendly family flavor of the
would be dinner at Cubanu, the Ultimate Elvis Show at the
restaurant. Most of the staff are lifelong friends of the owners from Elizabeth.
Union County Arts Center and back to Cubanu for some dancing.
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Recipes
Submitted by Rudy Lopez
Cubanu Restaurant, Rahway, NJ

Mambo King
PREPARATION:
1) Melt butter in sauce pan.
2) Add Shallots and carmelize.
3) Add Pork Chops, Port Wine and Maderia
and cook until sauce is reduced by 1/2.
4) Add Veal Stock and simmer for 20 minutes.

INGREDIENTS:
4 Pork Chops, 1 1/2 inch
2 cups Veal Stock
2 cups Port Wine
1 cup Maderia
1 bowl Shallots, finely chopped
1/2 stick Butter

Pollo Babalu
INGREDIENTS:
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts,
butterfly opened and pounded
1 1/2 cups Black Beans
1 Sweet Plantain, sliced and fried
2 links Chorizio
2 small logs Goat Cheese, crumbled
1 soupspoon Cilantro, chopped
1 soupspoon Parsley, chopped
1/2 cup White Wine
1/2 cup Chicken Stock
Olive Oil
Salt and Pepper

PREPARATION:
1) Mash together Black Beans,
Sweet Plantain, and Chorizio
in a bowl until chunky.
2) Mix in Goat Cheese
and add Cilantro and Parsely
3) Sear both sides of the Chicken
in sauce pan with heated Olive Oil,
add Salt and Pepper to taste.
4) Stuff chicken with Mixture from bowl
and place in a baking dish adding Wine
and Chicken Stock, then place in oven
heated to 350˚ for 20 minutes.
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CUBANU
RESTAURANT / LOUNGE

Old Havana meets
the 21st Century

The new Cubanu translates into style, casual elegance
and delicious Cuban Fusion cuisine that translates into a
fresh and up-to-the-minute very trendy dining experience.
The menu features selections from each partner’s home
town. Critics experienced a  culinary adventure, with
spectacular tastes, prepared by the artistic Executive Chef
Rudy Lopez, well know in Jersey. The light and airy main
dining room, comfortable lounge, with a full service,
beautifully designed, eat in bar with live music every
weekend, indicate someone is paying attention. Cubanu
transports you to Cuba.
Rahway’s Best New Latino Dining Star with
 Cuban & Latin-Inspired Specialties.By Gail Gerson-Witte New York Daily News

THURSDAYS
Salsa Classes at 8:00pm
Followed by DJ / Dancing

(above, l-r) Young Rudy soaks up a cooking lesson from his dad who is assisted in
Cubano’s kitchen by Paula Hernandez and Marco Marino.

FRIDAYS
Fresh Clam Bar
7:00pm - 10:00pm
Followed by DJ / Dancing
SATURDAYS
Live Latin Jazz
from 8:00pm to 3:00am

2000 E. Linden Ave., Linden, NJ
(Off the corner of Park Ave. & Linden Ave.)
1 Block from the 1&9 - turn at White Castle

Phone: 908-486-7714

Fax: 908-486-7716

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER
EAT IN • TAKE OUT • DELIVERY
ITALIAN SPECIALTIES
DAILY HOT SPECIALS
SIGNATURE HOT & COLD SUBS
PANNINI’S & FRESH MADE SALADS
HOME MADE PASTRIES AND DESERTS
COFFEE • ESPRESSO • CAPPUCCINO
CATERING AVAILABLE
Proprietors:

Anthony Perretti • Joseph Busichio • Frank Zyla

A great place to be with
freinds, old and new.
Live Latin Jazz Band
8pm-12am Weekly
Fri-Sat: Live DJ
12am-Closing
1467 Main St., Rahway, NJ 07065

(732) 499-7100
Fax (732) 499-7134
www.cubanu.com

Cuisine: Latin Fusion - Kids Menu

Mon-Wed 11am-12am, Thurs-Fri 11am-2am,
Sat 4:30pm-3am, Sun 4:30pm-12am

ICE STAND OPENS AFTER ONE MONTH ON ICE
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DiCosmo’s Italian Ices, a landmark in the Peterstown
section of Elizabeth, NJ for almost 100 years, suffered a
temporary injury when a SUV, driven by an inexperienced
and unlicenced driver, plowed through its front door.
Proprietors, John and Nancy DiCosmo, ham radio
hobbyists who live next door, happened to hear their
address come over their police scanner about 2:00an on
the Sunday morning of April 26. They ran outside to find
a vehicle jammed into the front of their ice stand. The
story goes that an 18 year old took his mother’s keys and

Jun 08

(above, l-r) Nancy serves sisters Olivia and Siouxanne
and dad Joe Pielach long awaited lemon ice. Joe is a
postman who used to service Peterstown. His daughters
were born on December 3, 2003 along with their
(above) Proprietors, John and Nancy, who live next
brother Zachary, are triplets who first appeared in the
door to the ice stand, were first on the scene and
April 2001 issue of Around About Peterstown.
captured the moment on their digital camera.
Wedding Dreams Come True
Starting at $48.95 per person

LETS DO ITALIAN
MEDITERRANEAN
BUFFET!
SEAFOOD BUFFET
at Snuffy's Pantagis
Seafood Station, Carving Station,
Rennaissance
Buffet and Bountiful Salad Bar
Every Thursday Night
Every Friday Night
5:00 pm - 10:00 pm
5:00 pm to 10:00 pm
$17.95 plus tax & service
$32.95 Per adult plus tax & service
$8.95 per child
Exlcuding Holidays
8 years and younger
8 years old and under half price

LETS DO BRUNCH!
at Snuffy's Pantagis
Rennaissance
Every Sunday
11:00 am to 3:00 pm
$21.95 per adult plus tax &
service. Excluding Holidays
$10.95 per child
8 years old and Under

snuck off with the mini van to drive around Peterstown
in order to teach himself how to drive. He failed
miserably.
It was a terrible setback for the DiCosmos since their
business is only opened during warm months. Repairs
were done by their next door neighbor who owns Sinatra
Construction. The doors reopened for business on June 7
and patrons are once again swarming to the corner of
Fourth Avenue and High Street for the famous
homemade treat.

(above) The repaired ice stand open for business.

Homemade
ITALIAN ICE

Dicosmo’s Ices
Since 1915

Reservations recommended.

www.weddingsatpantagis.com

908-322-7726

Park Avenue & Mountain Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Charcoal
Grill

Spanish & Portuguese
Cuisine
Formerly Rio Café

Open 7 days
for lunch and dinner

732-574-9392 • 732-574-9331
289 Monroe Street, Rahway, NJ

Due to a recent kitchen fire,

Tapas of Spain
is temporarily
located at:
518 New York Avenue
Elizabeth, NJ
(908) 820-0311 / 0325

714 Fourth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ
John and Nancy DiCosmo

The Finest Spanish Cuisine In New Jersey

CERVANTES
O
SPAIN
F

Restaurant and Tapas Bar
24 North Avenue E. • Cranford, NJ • (908) 276-3664
directly across from the Cranford Train Station

Visit us on the web www.cervantesofspain.com
Reservations necessary for parties of 8 guests or more.

(908)272-3290
Fax (908) 272 5313

KARAOKE EVERY FRI

Newly
en
R ovated

1700 West Elizabeth Ave. • Linden • (908) 862-0020

Open Daily From
Mon Thru Fri: 7 am to 6 pm
Sat: 7:30 am to 4:30 pm
Sun: 8 am to 1:30 pm

- Eat in / Take out - Hot & Cold Catering - Salad Bar - Daily Hot Specials - Sandwich Platters -

41 ALDEN STREET • CRANFORD, NJ 07016

DiCosmos’
Italian Delicacies

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Joey’s

Fax: 908-965-1003

908.965.1002

824 Pearl Street • Elizabeth, NJ 07208

“Over 75 years of service”
OPEN DAILY:
Mon-Fri: 9:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Sat: 9:00 AM-.6:00 PM
Sun: 9:00 AM-.3:00 PM
Garry DiCosmo
Proprietor

(732) 669-0388
Fax: (732) 669-0391

Italian Deli
& Catering

A Family Owned and Operated Business
Proprietors: Joseph LaPlaca & Lindsey Graca
Business Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9 am – 7 pm
Friday & Saturday 9 am – 8 pm
Sunday 10 am – 6 pm

Catering for all occasions
Book your holiday parties NOW!

ITALIAN DELI
& CATERING

Hot & Cold Subs
Mozzarella Made Fresh Daily
Famous Focaccia Bread Sandwiches
CLARKTON SHOPPING CENTER
1073 RARITAN ROAD, CLARK, N.J.

Plan to attand our fantastic

4TH OF JULY PARTY!

We are proud to offer
only the finest Boar’s Head
Premium products!

732-381-6776 ext 17
870 St. Georges Ave • Rahway, NJ 07065
(Located inside Witty’s Wine & Liquors)

Copies of
AROUND ABOUT
PETERSTOWN
Always Available

LENNY RENDA NEW PARTNER AT FRONT STREET SMOKEHOUSE
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Retired Elizabeth police officer Lenny Renda
partnered up with Bruce Kain in operating Front Street
Smokehouse and Saloon. The restaurant and bar offers a
unique cuisine of Memphis style barbecue using a
smoker to do all the cooking, no flames.
Renda, has been on the police force for 25 years and
was a patrolman for the department and walked the beat
along the Elizabeth waterfront where Front Street is
located. He liked the place and became familiar with
the business. When owner, Bruce was looking for a new
partner, Lenny saw an opportunity to step in.
Standing outside the bar on the corner of Front
Street and Elizabeth Avenue, patrons can watch the
huge container ships loading and unloading across the
Arthur Kill while tug boat and boat traffic scooter by.
The corner also features the entrance of the city’s
waterfront development project. A courtyard paves the
way to a waterfront boardwalk and observation deck and
sits next to the Elizabeth boat marina. It’s a safe and
enjoyable place to walk before or after lunch or dinner
with an inspirational view across the water.
Besides the close friendship he developed with Bruce,
Lenny saw many of his fellow city employees stopping
by for lunch and some folks he new from Peterstown.
He’s there most evenings from Wednesday through

Not for Nothing But..
how long has it been
since you drove to the
end of Elizabeth Avenue?

Saturday and really enjoys the social aspect of running
the place.
Front Street has been hosting Kareoke on
Wednesday nights from 7 to 11 but Lenny has started
his own special evening on Fridays inviting all to
“Emergency Services Night” featuring specials on beer
at $2 drafts and $2.50 for domestic bottles. A way to
unwind after a week of saving lives.

Open year round serving breakfast, lunch and dinner

Call Ahead for Speedy Pick-Up

WE ARE PROUD TO
INTRODUCE OUR
SECOND LOCATION

CATERING AVAILABLE 1166 Dickinson Street,

300 Williamson Street,
Elizabeth NJ

(Off Broad Street)

(908) 351-3133

(908) 282-6000

Elizabeth NJ

SERVING PIZZA, BURITOS, ICE CREAM & MORE

Pinho’s
Bakery
1027 Chestnut Street • Roselle, NJ

908-245-4388
Tuesday - Saturday 5am - 7pm
Sunday 5am - 6pm

Sun: 12:30 pm – 2 am
Mon-Wed: 11 am – 2 am
Thu-Sat: 11 am – 3 am

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-7 pm
908-282-1914
844 Newark Ave., Elizabeth NJ

1 South Front St.
Elizabeth, NJ 07202
908.354.1818
Lunch served Daily
from 11:30am
Kitchen open til 10pm
Closed Sunday
www.frontstreetsmokehouse.com

City Tavern and Restaurant

BELLA GINA’S

“A casual place with exquisite food.”

Where you are treated like family

ITALIAN DELI

The house of the Parrillada del Patrõn and the Meat Entraña.

Formerly Dicosmo’s, Under new ownership since 2003:
Gina Miranda, Jim Miranda and Anthony Garofalo

Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner.

Catering • Café

Weekdays: 11 am to 2 am, Weekends: 11 am to 3 am

908-925-6868 • Fax 908-925-5736

(908) 353-7113
1109 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ

PRIVATE PARTIES

“A real brick oven produces a fabulous crust”
Since 1918

qau t

JOANNE’S LUNCHEONETTE

& RESTAURANT

WE DELIVER

Hot & Cold Catering
Daily home made soups
Specials & Deserts
“Phyllis’ Specialty Cakes”

1063 Fairmount Ave.
Elizabeth, NJ 07201

908-355-3513

Fax: 908-289-4883

461 Third Avenue, Elizabeth, NJ

check us out at merchantcircle.com, keyword: Santillo’s

908-354-1887
WE DELIVER

908-289-2277

BLOCKBUSTER PLAZA

1025 W. St. Georges Ave. • Linden, NJ

TOMMY’S PIZZA
Joe & Tony
Paternostro

639 So. Broad St. • Elizabeth, NJ
Al & Lorraine Santillo, Proprietors
“Best in New Jersey” - Star Ledger

Front St. Smokehouse
& Saloon, Inc.

Nugent’s Tavern
Neighborhood Bar & Grill
Elizabeth’s only Irish Tavern left!
Best Selection of Irish Whiskey
A great place to watch a game!
10oz Handmade Burgers!
Private Parties Available!

MAGIC FOUNTAIN ICE CREAM & GRILL
FREE DELIVERY
DAILY SPECIALS

(above, l-r) Patron Mark Sompel and Lenny Renda
swap stories of daily life on the Elizabeth waterfront.
Lenny patrolled the area as a policeman for 25 years
and Mark has been working for the city of Elizabeth as
a heavy equipment operator at the marina for 15 years.

FUTUREHASBEEN BACK FROM LA LA LAND
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(right) Bill Normyle is glad
to be back in New Jersey.
He is currently available for
wakes, weddings,
Barmitzvahs, and wherever a
free meal is being served. He
can be reached at
futurehasbeen@netzero.com.
(left) A photo of Bill
Normyle Sr. that appeared
with an article about him in
a 1952 issue of Motorcycles
In Competition Magazine
(below).

(below) Bill and
Nancy in Atlantic
City in 1961.

Bill Normyle has pursued his dream of becoming an
actor in Hollywood. We went to Las Angeles with his
eyes wide open, knowing it would be a tough row to
hoe. He went with his wit and talent and stayed 15
years. Bill has returned from L.A. to apply his creativity
in his home state of New Jersey.
Though he did not land any major rolls in movies or
television, Bill continually worked in the entertainment
industry, mostly in production. He never stopped honing
his acting skills and he kept his wits sharp by writing.
Bill was born in the Port section of Elizabeth, NJ. He
tried to maintain a connection with his hometown and
when he found the Peterstown Newspaper he quickly
subscribed. He also regularly corresponded with the
publishers. Though the Port and Peterstown are
different neighborhoods, there is comradery under the
umbrella of the shared experiences that came from being
in the same city.
The Normyle family lived at 4th Street and
Broadway, as Bill describes it, under the flight path from
Newark Airport and the shadow of the Turnpike across
from the railroad tracks and surrounded by one way
streets! He explains, “Somehow we missed the Turnpike

demolition, but every time there was talk of them
expanding my mother would have out the rosary beads
praying - not to stay, but to leave! She kept hoping
they'd buy us out!”
Bill describes his family as mostly Irish, with a little
Welsh that they don't talk about. Bill is just kidding
about the Welsh bit, there's a bit of self effacing humor
in his style of writing. He does, in fact, have dual Irish
citizenship.
Bill is a graduate of St. Patrick’s School, attending 12
years from first through high. His family was devoted to
the church. The only time he remembers ever going to
another church was on Holy Thursday, when his mother
used to go around visiting all the other churches and
then it was such a big deal! His parents were involved in
every church fundraiser from bingo to the church picnic
and from the strawberry festival to the Chinese auction.
After her third term as President of the Rosary Society
his mother Nancy finally told them they had to find
somebody else to take the job. Bill served as an altar boy
and even worked in the church rectory. He has such
great memories of growing up in Elizabeth, which fuels
his creativity.

A FATHERS DAY TREAT
Bill Normlye submitted a short piece he wrote about
his father for publication. His contribution is much
appreciated. It is a fitting tribute during a time we honor
fathers on Father’s day.
Bill father was also named Bill. He worked for the
City of Elizabeth in the City Yard from around 1955, the
year he got married to his wife Nancy, until 1983, when
he retired at the age of 70.
Bill Sr. was also a professional motorcycle racer. He

started racing in 1935 and continued into the 50’s, He
had to postpone racing when he served in the Navy at
Pearl Harbor during World War II.
After reading the piece, there is very little wonder
where Bill got his sense of humor.

(below, l-r) Bill Sr. celebrating his 70th birthday
with his wife and sisters in 1983.
Margaret, wife Irene, Nancy, Bill, Betty and Isabel.

CANDELINO KITCHENS
Cabinetry - Marble - Granite - Ceramic Tile

Pavel Construction, Inc.

JERRY CANDELINO

General Contracting,
Expert Masonry & Home Improvement

(908) 353-6094

908-659-9556

Ray Vella
Elizabeth, New Jersey

Fax: 908-659-0195

Fax: (908) 353-7253
664 Summer Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202

E-mail: pavel_construction@hotmail.com

Need
A Good
Plumber?
• Sinks
• New Bathrooms
• Toilets
• Water Heaters
• Drains
• Leaky Faucets
• Showers • Radiators
• Boilers • Dishwashers
• Garbage Disposals • Tubs
All Plumbing & Heating Repairs & Installations

ALLIANCE PLUMBING
M.P. J.P. Higgins • Lic. No. 10168

732-602-9703
Serving Central New Jersey

GOT INSURANCE PROBLEMS?

Let us help you solve them.
TANGO INSURANCE AGENCY
ALL TYPES OF INSURANCE
SPECIALIZING IN PACKAGE POLICIES

Est. 1961

•
•
•
•
•
•

Truck
Auto
Home
Bonds
Commercial
Industrial

Michael A. Tango, President
M.A. Tango Co. Inc.

908-862-7499
Fax 908-862-5081

530 South Wood Avenue • Linden, NJ 07036

DIDN’T EVERYONE HAVE A CHIMP AT THEIR B’DAY PARTY?
Submitted by Bill Normyle
I don’t want to make it sound like we lived in some
Tobacco Road shack. It was just that my father didn’t
want to spend money to fix anything. He preferred to
spend any extra money he did have on more practical
things – like parties! Every year for my birthday he
would surprise my mother by going out and hiring some
form of entertainment. My poor mother would be in the
middle of my birthday party and the next thing she
knew there would be a band setting up on the front
porch, a puppet show setting up in the living room, or a
clown blowing up his shoes in the bathroom! When I
graduated from high school, he hired “Mr. Jiggs,” a roller
skating chimp whose resume included several
appearances on the “Ed Sullivan Show!” The place was
falling apart, but we had a gun toting cigarette-smoking
primate roller-skating around the house!
There was always something going on at my house.
After my father retired from motorcycle racing, he got a
job as a mechanic for the city. He repaired street
cleaners and dump trucks, but in his spare time he would
fix his friends’ cars in the back yard. There was actually
nothing wrong with their cars – it was just a place for
them to get away from their wives or sometimes they
would just leave their cars at our house because they had
no other place to park them! We had this long board
outside the garage that my father had placed on some
old milk crates so he could use it as a bench. Some
nights there would be so many guys out there that there
would be three conversations going on simultaneously –
it was like the old “Tonight Show!” My father had a few
regular “panelists” and a rotating cast of characters.
These guys were all old-school blue-collar types – real
manly men! Guys like Al Faella - a man so manly he
managed to convince his wife to name both of his
children after himself. It wasn’t like they were even
twins – he just had a son named “Al’ and a daughter
named “Alice.” It was Mary, Al, Al, and Al – Al was

like the local version of George Foreman! Al was so
macho that he used to go on our family vacations with
us and tell his own wife to stay at home! Although my
mother’s theory was his wife was probably glad to get rid
of him for a few days! My father also seemed to have
friends with great names like Shnitzy Ross, Meyer the
Buyer, Bunchy Grant, and Oscar the Human Ash Tray.
They called him that because he used to flick his ashes
into the cuffs of his pants! Then there was a guy my
father called “88 Keys” because he played the piano, but
I called him “Crazy Joe” because he was always drunk!
His breath would knock you out and whenever he talked
to you his eyes were constantly blinking. He would bring
his car over and tell my dad, “Bill, I don’t know what it
is, but there’s this rattling noise I hear whenever I come
to a stop.” Rattling noise? It was probably the empty
liquor bottles rolling around in his trunk! Joe worked for
this company called Regina that manufactured this thing
called the Electric Broom. Don’t let anybody fool you –
it was a vacuum cleaner! I don’t know what he actually
did there, but he was always selling these things because
he got a deal on them. I think everybody in my family
had a Regina Electric Broom! If he had only gotten
together with Oscar the Human Ash Tray they could
have created a new personal grooming device!

Not for Nothing But..

(right) Pro motorcycle
racer, Bill Normyle, Sr.
inspired his son Bill to
blaze his own path.
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(below, l-r) A pair of Bill Jr’s mentors, Elizabeth born
actor Daniel Hugh Kelly and Elizabeth legend Al
Faella at a late 1989 St. Patrick’s reunion.
Kelly’s impressive filmography can be found on
imdb.com, including over 50 TV credits as an actor,
director, producer and writer. He earned initial notice
as daytime TV hunk Frank Ryan in
"Ryan's Hope" in 1975. He had his own
TV series, "Hardcastle and McCormick"
in the 80’s and he played Brick opposite
Kathleen Turner's
Maggie the Cat in a 1990
Broadway revival of "Cat
on a Hot Tin Roof".

Normyle’s parties were
far

from

normal.

Joe Knows Your Neighborhood

See before and after photos of this Elizabeth home on our website.

• Residential & Light Commercial
• Interior & exterior
• Total Home Remodeling
• Additions • Decks
Since 1953, your neighbors have trusted
Joe Percario General Contracting
for all their home remodeling needs.
Accredited Business Member of the Better Business Bureau.

License number 13VH01740900

Call today for a FREE in-home consultation!

908-245-1071
Visit our website for answers to
all your home improvement questions.

JoeKnowsMyHome.com
t ] u q

We finance: No Money Down / No Interest / No Payments for 12 months!
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WHY NOT A TRIBUTE ARTIST CONTEST FOR CHEECH MARIN?
Jun 08

Not for Nothing But..

Riding the wave of popularity of the New Jersey
Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist Contest that will be held in
July, event planners in Peterstown are planning their
own contest to recognize locals who have worked hard to
resemble famous characters. The impersonators do not
perform professionally, but do maintain their discipline
for the love of heir craft. - Not!
Long time readers of Around About Peterstown may
remembers the “Separated at Birth” feature that appeared

every so often. Below are three more Peterstown folks
whose portraits will hang in the celebrity look-a-like
hall of fame. They get nothing for the recognition
except for some razzing from their friends. The photo of
Anthony Caravano, who has passed away since, was
taken in 1979.
Interestingly enough, Bill Normyle was a stand-in for
Paul Giamattti on the set of one of his films, but not
because of his looks but because of his height.

noses run in my family.

Bill Normyle

Paul Giamatti

Paco Lino

Paul Savino

Anthony Caravano

W.C. Fields

Chris Coletti

Cheech Marin

AMERICAN
Plumbing & Heating
Supply Company
(908) 354-2288

fax: (908) 354-4901

461 Elizabeth Avenue • Elizabeth, NJ 07206

www.apsplumbing.com
JERSEY UNIFORM
Industrial Wear
NEW & USED UNIFORMS
We Do Embroidery & Silkscreening

Bob Barraco, Proprietor

Fax: 908-862-2877
918 South Wood Ave. • Linden, NJ 07036

908-862-7737

AN HONEST
TREE SERVICE
YOUR LOCAL TREE EXPERT
High Quality, Low Cost
Tree Removal • Pruning • Stump Grinding

908-233-3100
Fully insured for your protection. References available upon request.

10% OFF ANY TREE SERVICE
With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

BUYING, SELLING OR OWN
A HOME WITH AN OIL TANK?
Call about our tank testing and protection program.

To keep your family comfortable
all winter long your heating company
had better be extra special.

Union County

LANDSCAPE & GARDEN SUPPLY

 Top Soil
 Shrubs
 Stone
 Trees
 Mulch
 Pavers
 Decorative Stone
 Retaining Walls
 Granite Block

!
GREAT PRICES
N!
GREAT LOCATIO
Mon - Sat: 7:30 am - 5:00 pm
Sun: 8:00 am - 2:00 pm

1455 St. Georges Avenue, Roselle, NJ
(1/4 mile south of Warinanco Park)
908-620-9200

JERSEY WINDOW
FACTORY
& BUILDING SUPPLY, INC.
Manufacturer of Quality Vinyl Windows

BUY DIRECT FROM
THE FACTORY & SAVE

HOME HEATING OIL
AND DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY

Prompt, Courteous Service
Call for details.
• Oil boiler & furnace installation and service
• Storage tank protection program
• Tank replacement
• Tank testing
Watch for our RED trucks
For over 50 years
our“RED TRUCKS”
have been a recognized symbol
of know how and reliability.

908-351-0313
Family owned business
Since 1946

Serving Union and Middlesex Counties for over 50 years
and enjoys a reputation for integrity and reliability.

NOW OPEN!

Hablamos Español

(973) 273-0505
(888) 3-JERSEY
687 Frelinghuysen Avenue
Newark, New Jersey 07114

• 1,000’s of Double-Hung
Windows in Stock
• Bays & Bows
• New Construction
• Custom Made-to-Order
• 3 1/2% Sales Tax
• Free Estimates
• Delivery Available
SOLID WOOD KITCHEN CABINETS
Complete Starter Sets from $350

CERAMIC TILE from 69¢ a sq.ft.

NEW JERSEY ULTIMATE ELVIS TRIBUTE ARTIST
CONTEST AND FESTIVAL ANNOUNCED AS PART OF
150th ANNIVERSARY CITY OF RAHWAY CELEBRATION
"ELVIS" will be in the building at the Union County
Performing Arts Center from July 3-5, 2008 as Rahway
celebrates its 150th anniversary. Over 20 ELVIS Tribute
Artists from all over the US and Canada will compete
in the NJ Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist Contest &
Festival produced by Ren Media Publishing, Inc.
Officially licensed by Elvis Presley Enterprises, the
preliminary Grand Finals will feature Shawn Klush,
2007 winner, host Bob Shannon from WCBS-FM 101.1
and Ray Walker of the legendary Jordanaires.
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The New Jersey Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist Contest
and Festival preliminary contest will award more than
$10,000 dollars in prize money. The winner of the New
Jersey contest will earn the opportunity to compete for
the title of "Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist 2008" and
participate in the qualifying rounds and finals of the
Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist Contest held in Memphis
during Elvis Week in Memphis, August 9 through 17,
2008.
Visit www.ELVISnj.com or call 732-382-6815 for
tickets and full schedule of weekend events.

(right) Shawn Klush,
the 1st Ultimate Elvis
who won in 2007.

(above, l-r) Elvis and Frenchy

THE REAL DEAL
Elvis played Las Vegas every year from 1969 to 1976
usually doing two shows, one in the afternoon and one
at midnight. Nancy Gersick, nee Francis Nigro, had the
opportunity to see one of the earlier shows, prejumpsuit, with Elvis wearing a simple black suit on a
dark stage.
She had a second opportunity of seeing him in the
lobby of the hotel and approached him. She wanted to
take a photo but had no camera. Nancy asked Elvis if he
would wait until she ran up to her room so she can get
her camera. Amazingly he said “OK” and actually waited
the time it took for her to get her camera.
It is incomprehensible how accommodating the King
was to a random fan when imagining him extending
that same curtsey to millions of fans.

(left) When not in his
police uniform Elizabeth
Police Officer Alex
Negrin has been known
to dons a sequin jumpsuit
and cape and
impersonates Elvis
professionally.

SAVE MORE

C E L E B R AT I N G O U R 5 9 T H Y E A R

WITH ONLY

JACOBSON’S

3 /2%
1

SALES TAX

An Elizabeth
Tradition
since 1949
APPLIANCES

DISTRIBUTING COMPANY

BIG SAVINGS
IN OUR
BEDDING
DEPARTMENT

725 Rahway Ave - Elizabeth - 354-8533

We Accept: CASH

Open Mon. & Thurs. 10 am 'Til 8 pm; Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10 am 'Til 6pm;

wy[t

Open Saturday 10 am 'Til 5 pm; closed Sunday's

and Personal Checks

•

BEDDING

•

ELECTRONICS

•

AUDIO & VISUAL

Not responsible for typographical errors. Bring us your best deal from any authorized dealer and we will gladly beat their offer on any item we carry.

We carry a full selection of air conditions from Frigidaire, GE & Friedrich.
Sizes from 5000 BTU up to 36000 BTU.
We also carry gas grills from famous makers such as Weber, Ducane, DCS and Lynx
We also carry bedding, refrigerators, washers, dryers, ranges, big screen TV’s and dishwashers.
Professional installation available on air conditions.
Free assembly on gas grills.

SUMMER SPECIALS
Free
Delivery

10% OFF

Free
Delivery

GOOD FOR ALL SALE AND
REGULAR PRICED MERCHANDISE
ONE PER CUSTOMER. CAN NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. MAXIMUM SAVINGS IS $100.
MUST PRESENT THIS COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE. OFFER EXPIRES 7/7/08

RAY VELLA RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS JEFFERSON AWARD
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(above) In 1972, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, U.S.
Senator Robert Taft, Jr. and Sam Beard founded the
American Institute for Public Service, a 501c3 public
foundation, to establish a Nobel Prize for public and
community service - The Jefferson Awards.
The Jefferson Awards are presented on two levels:
National and local. National award recipients represent
a "Who's Who" of outstanding Americans. On the
local level, Jefferson Awards recipients are ordinary
people who do extraordinary things without expectation
of recognition or reward.
1-800-640-6996

O’DONNELL AGENCY, INC.

The Jefferson Awards were established by the
American Institute for Public Service to encourage and
honor individuals for their achievements and
contributions through public community service. This
year there were twenty five recipients statewide in New
Jersey. Ray Vella of Elizabeth, NJ was one of them.
Ray was recognized for the work he has done though
his organization, Ray Vella Civic Association (RVCA).
The organization raises funds then distributes them to
other service organizations. The RVCA is in its fouth
year of operation and has grown steadily. The impact it
has made has been significant.
Ray’s focus is strictly on helping the residents of
Elizabeth. Most of his efforts are geared towards youth
as well as families in need. An example of the activities
the RVCA participated in 2007 were the Special
Olympics where participants were awarded with
trophies and medals during an awards ceremony. The
RVCA donated the food for the event and personalized
windbreakers for each athlete representing Elizabeth.
RVCA supported several youth sports organizations
including Saint Mary’s Elementary Athletic
Association, North Elizabeth Baseball, Elmora Youth
League, and Elizabeth Giants, a Pop Warner football
and cheerleading organization.
Student development programs were also supported.
Donations were made to J.U.S.T.I.C.E. (Just Us
Striving To Increase Creative Education) and R.I.S.E.
(Reaching Individual Student Excellence), Upper
Academy School and The Elmora Theatre Arts
Institute at Elmora School 12. RVCA awards an annual
scholarship to an Elizabeth High School student.

For the third year in a row the RVCA enabled
Santa to visite School #1 to deliver presents to
students involved in Elizabeth's Special Needs
Recreational/Instructional Program.
Sponsorship of community events included
Elizabeth's 2007 Night Out, Elizabethport Pride Day
Parade, Tour de Elizabeth Bicycle ride and the
Elizabeth War Veterans Central Committee
activities.
In 2007 RVCA donated 75 turkeys with cooking
trays, boxed mashed potatoes, gravy, stuffing, and
cranberry sauce to St. Mary’s, St. Anthony’s,
Immaculate Conception and the Second Macedonia
Baptist Church. The donation was used to feed
about 400 people on Thanksgiving day.
Turkeys may be the measure of growth for the
civic association. In its first year it donated 25
dinners on Thanksgiving, the amount has tripled by
their third year. Their success has been due to
donations from businesses and individuals, and the
numbers have been growing. The number of families
that RVCA has been able to help has grown also.
There is a tremendous amount of time and effort
that Ray Vella and his committee people dedicate to
their cause but they give all the credit to those who
give generously and to the organizations that they
in-turn support for doing the work they do. RVCA’s
model of giving amplifies the effectiveness of every
dollar donated.
Inquiries and donations can be mailed to
Raymond Vella Civic Association, P.O. Box 9250,
Elizabeth, NJ 07202.

ROBERT GRIFFITH
INSURANCE PRODUCER
416 Centennial Avenue
Cranford, NJ 07016
908-272-3540

277 N. Broad Street
Elizabeth, NJ 07208
908-352-2180

NEW JERSEY
REALTY FIRM
Donata Zappulla
Owner/Broker-Associate
Office: 908.687.7757
Cell: 908.416.2000
FREE MARKET ANALYSIS
1555 Oakland Avenue • Union NJ 07083

(above, l-r) Carmen holds her son’s Ray Jefferson Award Certificate as he holds his medal, with Angela Salazar,
who nominated Ray, and his dad Carmine at the ceremony held at the NJ Performing Arts Center.

Kevin MacNamara
Sales - Associate
Cell: 908-578-1455
908-810-1811 Ext. 137
Fax: 908-810-1817
www.alljerseyrealty.com
www.alljerseyhomes.com
e-mail: kmacnamara60@earthlink.net
1200 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ 07083
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(left, l-r) The RVCA Executive Board and Dinner
Dance Committee from their 4th Annual gala,
Nelson Gonzalez, Marlena Nilsson, Dave Strochek,
Angela Salazar, Raymond Vella, Honorees, Woman
of the Year, Ms. Katie Hall and Man of the Year
"Caz" Kowalczyk, Clara Gooddridge, Luis Atienza,
Al Borrello and John Moretti.

(left) Ray Vella standing
on the RVCA float from
the E’Port Community
Day Parade.
(right) Ray Vella was
honored by the North
Elizabeth Youth Baseball
League by being named
Grand Marshal of their
Opening Day Parade.

DiBELLA Financial Group
1st Metropolitan Mortgage
• Tax preparation • Mortgages • Annuities
• Home Equity Loans • Financial Planning

3 R D GENERATION
MORTGAGES

(908) 686-7370
Notary Public • Life/Auto/Home Insurance
Anthony DiBella • Mario DiBella • Joseph DiBella
Thomas DiBella • Frank Locorriere
515 Springfield Road • Kenilworth, NJ 07033

NO APPLICATION FEE!
on your mortgage loans when you mention this ad.

Office: 732-388-1177
Fax: 732-388-1187
Mobile: 908-432-0665
bsheedy@3g-mortgage.com

Benjamin Sheedy
Northeast Regional Manager
1043 Raritan Road
Clark, New Jersey 07066

www.benjaminsheedy.com

908-245-9301
134 East Westfield Avenue
Roselle Park, NJ 07204

www.PrestigeHomeSalesonline.com

Linden $339,900
An Air Of Polished
Refinement
Enjoy a perfect setting in this
fashionable 5-bedroom Cape Cod in
ideal condition. This superlative
stone home provides fireplace.
Grand-sized. Florida room. Covered
porch. Serenity and comfort! Call for
more details 908-245-9301

Roselle $279,000
Attractive Ranch!
Enjoy a warm welcome in this
3BR/2BA residence near public
transportation. This promising
home features formal dining room,
finished basement. High ceilings,
storm windows. Patio. Wellmaintained. Call for more details
908-245-9301

Roselle $223,000
Diamond In The Rough
Dress it up & find a treasure.
Cheerful 3-bedroom Colonial. Its
many features include garage,
asphalt shingle roof and deck.
A very pleasant lifestyle!
Call for more details
908-245-9301

Kenilworth $345,000
Delectable Residence
Fashionable 4-bedroom home in
superb condition. Graciously
yours, with the space you have
wanted. Elegant home with
exceptional design. Call for
more details 908-245-9301

Union $369,000
Intriguing Colonial!
Come feel the hospitality of this
enticing 3-bedroom residence on
a quiet, tree-lined street near
public transportation- schools.
Airy interior, secluded den, office.
Two-car garage. Nicely-kept. Call
for more details 908-245-9301

Roselle $184,900
Enduring Brick Style
See this nicely-kept Cape Cod.
This engaging two-story provides
hardwood flooring, walk-out
basement. 4BR/2 baths. Private
drive. Ceiling fans. Tennis
privileges. Easy-care with allbrick! Call for more details
908-245-9301

Union $395,000
A Fine Comfort Choice!
Dollar-smart, 3BR/2+BA Colonial
in ideal condition near public
transportation- shops- schools.
Happily planned, with fireplace,
formal dining room and finished
basement. Fun pool. Open
floorplan. Call for more details
908-245-9301

Hillside $465,000
Mutti-family Investment
7BR/4 baths. Private drive,
separate apt.. Airy open
floorplan, large rooms, back
staircase. Exercise room, high
ceilings, newer windows.
Hardwood & tile flooring, track
lighting, jacuzzi. Garage. Call for
more details 908-245-9301

Union $459,900
Lovely Multi-family
5BR/2 baths. Storm windows,
hardwood flooring, gas heat.
Newer furnace. Two-car garage,
partially finished basement,
newer roof. Patio, fully fenced.
Cul-de-sac. Call for more details
908-245-9301

Roselle Park $310,000
A Smart Buy, Great Life!
Ideally-priced, 3-bedroom
Colonial on a serene street near
public transportation- schools.
Very welcoming, with formal
dining room, tile flooring and
hardwood flooring. High
ceilings, breakfast bar. Call for
more details 908-245-9301

Roselle $215,000
Ideal Comfort And Value!
Look at the possibilities of this
nicely-kept 3-bedroom Cape Cod
on a large, level lot on a quiet,
shady street. Private drive,
woodburning stove. Sun room,
high ceilings. Airy & open plan.
Call for more details 908-245-9301

Rahway $365,000
Ample-sized Colonial
Promising 3BR/2BA multi-level
on a big, fenced lot on a quiet
street overlooking vineyard
views. Private drive. Huge living
room, Florida room, high
ceilings. Open floorplan. Move
right in. Call for more details
908-245-9301

David Fabbo Construction
Fully Insured
License Vh02190800

General Construction & Project Management
Real Estate Development • Mortgage Financing
Commercial • Industrial • Residential

Owner Operatated • “We do all our own work!” • No Sub Crews!

THE WEATHER STOPPER
5-PART ROOFING SYSTEM
®

LEAK BARRIER
Weather Watch
& Storm Guard®
Provide extra
protection at vulnerable
areas like valleys,
chimneys, skylights,
eaves and rakes.
®

ROOF DECK QUALITY SHINGLES EFFECTIVE ATTIC
Including Timberline ,
PROTECTION the
VENTILATION
#1-selling
®

Shingle-Mate®
Roof Deck
Protection lays
flatter for a better
looking roof.

architectural shingles in
America - your safest
choice in roofing. From
the name homeowners
have trusted since 1886!

Cobra® (roll or hard plastic)
and Master FlowTM Ventilation
Products help protect against
premature roof deterioration
(when used in a properly
balanced ventilator system).

DISTINCTIVE RIDGE
CAP SHINGLES
Timbertex® and
PacificRidgeTM Distinctive
Ridge Cap Shingles enhance
the appearance of your
home while guarding against
leaks at the ridgeline.

QUALITY LOW SLOPE
ROOFING MEMBRANE
(OPTIONAL)
Liberty self-adhering roofing
systems are the quicker, easier,
and safer solution for porches,
carports, garages, and other low
slope roofing projects-no open
torches or hot asphalt needed!

100% Financing Available
 Roof
 Windows
 Siding
 Porch
 Painting
 Front Steps
 Stucco
 Driveways

10% OFF
WITH THIS COUPON

Call Today for your free estimate
 Sidewalks
908.578.1880
 Curb
326 Rahway Ave. • Elizabeth, NJ
 Fence
FROM DEMO TO TURN KEY PROJECT

Senior citizens
get additional

5% off

Call for free estimate.
Present this coupon at time of quote.
Can not be combined with any other offer.

The Weather Stopper 5-Part Roofing System has earned the prestigious Good
Housekeeping Seal, which means that Good Housekeeping stands behind the products in
this system. (Refer to Good Housekeeping Magazine for its Consumer Protection Policy.)

