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A GREAT

BIG NIGHT FOR WATCHUNG’S CUB SCOUT PACK 32

Watchung’s Cub Scout Pack 32 recently held their annual
Blue & Gold Banquet and Crossover Ceremony. This event
celebrates the birthday of the Scouting movement in America
and marks the culmination of years of effort from the oldest
Cub Scouts. A total of six boys from Den 1 completed their

taking their first step onto the Boy Scout trail. Members of
Watchung Boy Scout Troop 32 were waiting on the other side
to welcome their new members. The Cub Scouts who crossed
over are: Nicholas Benc, Joshua Cheng, Gavin Cort, Eliaz
Michel, Sebastian Sopko, and Cristopher Zwirko.

journey along the Cub Scout trail by earning their Arrow of
Light badge. Each boy received their recognition from their
long-time Den Leader, Joanne Cort, along with their long-
time Assistant Den Leader, Dennis Bakos. Supportive
parents stood close by during the lighting of the ceremonial
Arrow of Light candles, which stand for wisdom, courage,
self-control, justice, faith, hope and love.

The boys were also each given an Honor Arrow upon
which was painted a record of their advancements through
the years. The bands of color on their arrows matched the
color badges they received during their time in the Pack. The
arrows were adorned with blue and yellow beads and
feathers, that serve to remind these scouts of what they have,
hopefully, gained through the years: practice of the scout law,
friendship, adventure, practical skills, knowledge, and
independence. This is a powerful foundation upon which
they will continue to build character, foster citizenship, and
stay physically healthy through their journey into and
through adulthood.

ATTENTION GRABBER

First come, first served.

CALL TINA
FOR DETAILS
908-418-5586

(above) Sebastian, Cristopher, Eliaz, Nick, Gavin, and Josh

Ll i Finally, the night ended with all six boys saying goodbye (I-r) were more than happy to get this close to their
E SE 5 0 to their Cub Scout trail, crossing over a wooden bridge, and celebratory cake!
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908-755-4700

Draperies, Shades, Blinds, Shutters & Reupholstery

| FASHIONS

WWAT FABRICLAND

855 Rouwte 22 West, North Plainfield
windowTashions, com

HunterDouglas @ Gallery
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Watchung Post is published by Renna
Media. 3,000 newspapers are printed
monthly and mailed to every business
and home in Watchung, NJ and the
balance are distributed for free pick-up
throughout town.

Although great care has been taken to
ensure the information contained within
1s accurate, Renna Media assumes no
liability for errors or omissions.
©2017. Contents of this newspaper
cannot be reproduced without written
consent from Renna Media LLC.

Renna Media welcomes the comments
and concerns of its readers put into
writing and sent via fax or email to:

Renna Media, LLC
202 Walnut Ave. Cranford, NJ 07016
Phone: 908-447-1295
Fax: 908-709-9209
Email: joerenna@rennamedia.com

PROMOTE YOUR
COMMUNITY EVENT

Community service organizations and
sports teams are encouraged to submit news
of upcoming events or highlights and photos
on recent events.

Organizations
who are interested
in submitting
content can
email
editor@rennamedia.com

or call 908-418-5586

ADVERTISE IN
THIS NEWSPAPER

3,000 are printed and
mailed to every home
and business
in Watchung.
Reserve space in
the next issue.
Call Joe Renna

at (908) 447-1295
Email: joerenna@
rennamedia.com

Watchung Post ¢ Page 2 « March 2017

THREE WHRHS STUDENTS DECLARE INTENT
TO PLAY SPORTS IN COLLEGE

Three graduating student athletes at Watchung
Hills Regional High School (WHRHS) declared
on College Signing Day, Wednesday, Feb. 1,
2017 that they have committed to play sports in
the college of their choice next year. Two students
intend to play football, one to run cross country.

They are: Michael Montecalvo of Green Brook
Township, offensive and defensive lineman, a
WHRHS Warrior football standout, who plans to
play football for the University of New Haven,
West Haven, Ct.; Lamar Evans of Warren
Township, receiver and cornerback, a WHRHS
Warrior football standout, who plans to play
football for Sacred Heart University, Fairfield,

------------

Ct; and Ryan Martins of Green Brook Township,
a WHRHS Warrior cross country standout, who
plans to run cross country for the University of
Nebraska, Lincoln, Neb. Coach of WHRHS
Football is Rich Seubert. Coach of Boys Cross
Country is Dom Tasco.

"We were so proud to have three student
athletes from our WHRHS athletics program who
signed letters of intent this week," said WHRHS
Director of Athletics Chris Van Vliet.
"Congratulations to these athletes and their
families, and best of luck to them as they
continue their athletic careers in college next
year."

(above [-r) Michael Montecalvo of Green Brook Township, Lamar Evans of Warren Township,
and Ryan Martins of Green Brook Township.
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T Business Family Owned
over 50 Yeans and Operated

PJS{Coxstrution

 Remodelng L1C

pjscappetto@gmail.com

- Many parents come to us when
~_achild is struggling with
~ learning, reading, or homework.
Are they happy with our
programs? You bet they are!
When asked how likely they
are to recommend LearningRx,
our clients give us, on average,
a score of 9.6 out of 10.

We call it brain training.
" Families call it life changing.
Come to our 3-23 10 AM demo &
F, learn more. Call & RSVP today!

Learnin Rxg

LearningRx Warren
(908) 222-7246
www.learningr X.com/warren
See other area locations at:
www.learningrx.com/new-jersey
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DORMERS & ADDITIONS » DECKS & PORCHES « MASONRY STEPS & PATIOS

HOME REMODELING GROUP
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Call Today
for a Free Estimate!

855-624-6655
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& SAVINGS =.| Professional & Reliable
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-y RS T " Family Owned & Operated

Sl ‘f‘ 25+ Years Remodeling Experience
/ Angie’s List Service Award Winner
 BBB A+ Rated

Low Monthly Payment Plans

Porches/Steps 5105  Windows $189 Basements 5295  HomeAdvisor Screened & Approved
B'—"*h"ﬂﬂ"‘; $199 Kitchens 5289  Dechs/P ﬂﬂ;s #139 / GAF Certified Roofing Installer
Roofing 5179 5iding 5259 - : -
EidneE A Ry B ,'./ 100% Financing Available
4 Rales & payments based on crea! approval. o ‘/ 0¥ Interest Programs
 Outstanding Workmanship
www.MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com / CertainTeed Building Solutions
Specialist

‘“;!ﬂ - ﬁm%mf Famtly Ouned & Qperated
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SIDING & ROOFING + WINDOWS & DOORS « KITCHENS & BATHS = BASEMENTS & ATTICS
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WHITE
ROSE
FUNDING

W

“Tailored Financing ior
Today’s Small Business”

www.whiterosefunding.com

844. WRFUNDS /844.973.8637

DON’T MISS YOUR
OPPORTUNITY TO START
OR GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Most businesses need capital to begin

or grow. Most banks wade through
lengthy applications, obtain verifications
and decide by committee — while the
business opportunity may change or
vanish.

White Rose Funding provides fast,
fair, trustworthy, professional lending
and loan consulting. We do not charge
an application fee. We directly finance
loans via our on-line platform and have
a network of banks, credit unions, and
private lenders to finance loans for Sub-
Prime & Start-Ups.

We can also obtain venture capital.
When you need access to capital for
your business, please consider us.

TRIPLE BOTTOM LINE AT FRIENDS OF LIBRARY

Friends of the Watchung Library ("Friends") is
pleased to announce their new partnership with
Better World Books (BWB), "the online
bookstore with a soul." Like Friends, BWB is a
triple-bottom-line organization, seeking not just
financial results, but also social and
environmental benefits.

BWRB helps libraries and friends of libraries
raise funds by selling books online and sharing
the proceeds - yielding financial results. The
environmental benefits stem primarily from
books being reused instead of going to landfills.
The social benefits come from BWB's support of
its Literacy Partners, primarily Books for Africa,
The National Center for Families Learning and
Room to Read.

Friends' long history of triple bottom line
includes raising funds to support the programs
and services of Watchung Library, keeping used
materials from landfills, and donating books to
area nonprofit organizations, particularly schools
in Watchung and nearby communities.

Because of limited space at Watchung's small
library, Friends have often been unable to accept
donations in the past, but now donations that
cannot be displayed in the Friends' book store,
Second Story Books, will go to BWB. Thus
Friends can accept donations of books (except
encyclopedias or books in poor condition),
DVDs, CDs and video games at any time. They
can also accept textbooks published within the
last 10 years.

Books, DVDs, and CDs donated to Friends
will be sorted by volunteers. Items that Watchung
Library patrons might like to purchase will be
priced and displayed in Second Story Books, the
Friends' book store upstairs at the library. Other
items will be scanned before being sent to Better
World Books for sale or for distribution to their
literacy partners in the US and around the world.

An additional benefit of the Friends'
partnership with BWB is that they can vary the
selection in Second Story Books more. Marcia
Walsh, President of the Friends, says "Stop by
and take a look! There are new books from which
to choose every week."

Now you can support Friends' triple bottom
line in any of three ways: visit Second Story
Books and take home a book, DVD or CD;
donate new, like-new or gently used books,
DVDs, CDs and video games; or shop online for
books, DVDs and CDs at BWB
(www.betterworldbooks.com). To learn more
about Friends of the Watchung Library, go to
www.friendsofwatchunglibrary.org.

(above) A friend of the Watchung Library scans
a biography before packing it for shipping to
Better World Books.

ANKLE & FOOT SPECIALIST OF NJ

PROFESSIONAL AND FRIENDLY PATIENT CARE

Dr. Jyotsna Thapar

908-222-8980

Two Locations:

65 Mountain Blvd Ext, Suite, 107, Warren
908- Oaktree Ave, Suite R, South Plainfield

www.Ankle-FootSpcialist.com
Evening and Weekend hours available

Most Insurance plans accepted

Medicare Provider

Treating all kinds of
foot and ankle problems
including:

* Reconsutructive Surgery
* Bunions

« Hammertoes

o Sports Injuries

e Children’s Feet

e Heel Pain

* Nail and Skin Disorders

* Diabetic and Geriatric
Foot Care

e Neuropathy Care
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FREE

HisacH UR

supreme buffet

For more information, please call

908-490-1600
s Fax: 908-490-1601 ’

Seniors 60+, Military, www.hibachigrillandbuffetnj.com .
Police, College Students Large Parking Lot to

nibachi Grill Supreme Bufiet Show D) BLUE STAR SHOPPING CENTER Accommodate our Customers
1701 U.S. Highway 22 West *» Watchung

MONDAY - THURSDAY
Lunch 11am - 3:30pm  Dinner 3:30pm -10:00pm
Adult $7.99  Adult essrrrrrressssssrreees $11.59

Fantastic range of freshly prepared sushi.

Kids 7-101eereerssesssensene $5.99  Kids 7-10.uusesssssssssssseees $6.99 ) ) .

Kids 3-6nvvnssesssesssssnns $3.99  Kids 3-6uummmrrsesssssrrrssen $5.99 Most selection and top quality among all competitors.

PRS0 i [ — FREE! 2 & Undetucrrrrrnnneee. FREE! It is far from the typical “buffet quality” sushi.
FRIDAY - SATURDAY At HIBACHI, you don’t sacrifice taste for price.

Lunch 11am - 3:30pm  Dinner 3:30pm -10:30pm

Adult §7.99  AdUlt sorvsrrererrsssen $11.59 BUFFET
Kids 7-10eueresesseororsnsnes $5.99 Kids 7-10 serererversorersorens $6.99

Kids 3-6svessvesssresssresssses $3.99  Kids 3-6 cuessserssserssseres $5.99 Elegant, modern, fresh, executed with care and
AN U omm— FREE! 2 & Underorrssssssn FREE!  confidence. HIBACHI Grill Supreme Buffet brings together
SUNDAY ALL DAY DINNER 250+ of fresh-made Asian dishes in eleven buffet bars.
11am - 10pm
Adultucisissisinnes $11.59
Kids 7-10 coovvummmnnssserssens $6.99
7 3 $5.99 . . .
Choose your favorite ingredients from dozens of seafood,
2 & Under csrserssnnees FREE! ] )
meats and vegetables. Watch our chef preparing them in
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE our special hibachi sauce to create a full-flavored dish.

ASK US ABOUT CATERING YOUR NEXT EVENT!

We have a large party room available for birthday parties, office meetings & weddings.

$425,0FF $950,0FF $4 () 9EF SB00,0FF

2 ADULT ] ANY ONE
i i
i i
] : BUFFETS ! PARTY i
] With purchase of a beverage per person ] With purchase of a beverage per person ] 0f $100 or more. Monday - Thursday Only. ] With purchase of a beverage per person
] Watchung * 908-490-1600 ] Watchung ¢ 908-490-1600 ] Watchung « 908-490-1600 ] Watchung ¢ 908-490-1600

Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other 11 Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other 11 Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other 11 Cash Only. Limit 4. Not valid with any other
offers or discounts. Expires 4/10/17. - offers or discounts. Expires 4/10/17. - offers or discounts. Expires 4/10/17. & offers or discounts. Expires 4/10/17.

................................................................................................................................................

4 ADULT
BUFFETS

ADULT BUFFET |
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- Watchung
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Warriors
Online Registration Now Open

Middle School Tackle Foothall
CGrades 5 -8
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March 5 = April 2 « April 23
900 AML — 12:00 NOON
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This flag football league is a proud member of NFL Flag Football, but none of the National Football
League (NFL), its member clubs, NFL Ventures, L.P. or any of their respective affiliates or
subsidiaries will have any liability or responsibility for any claim arising in connection with
participation therein. All NFL-related logos and marks are trademarks of the NFL.

A Face Forever LLC

Permanent Cosmetic Specialist

Maria De Santis

n rt ” ™ AAM Certified Instructor
...« AAM Board Secretary / Ethics Chair

231 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ
Office 908-654-0880 » Cell 732-715-7391
afaceforever@yahoo.com www.faceforeverllc.com

A |-'IIF

P

-~ i
v ¢ Eyeliner ® Lips

. * Micro Hair Strokes
ﬂ ¢ Camouflage Scars
¢ Scalp Hair Stimulation

 YEEY EEST

e o Areolas

:1 50/ OFF ANY PROCEDURE OF YOUR CHOICE ;
: With this coupon. Expiration 5/15/17. ,

|-'il-|-cll'i"h"\-\.
ﬂ':l:llbli?"

o § L

L pak &

LOCAL STUDENT TO HOST ECO-FRIENDLY CRAFT
PROGRAMS FOR KIDS AT LIBRARIES

Watchung Hills Regional High School
sophomore Jacqueline Lee, 15, will lead a series
programs at Somerset County Library System of
New Jersey’s Warren Township and Watchung
Library branches this March. The programs will
teach children ages eight and up how to recycle
paper, plastic, and tin into beautiful art.

The Eco-Friendly Craft programs at SCLSNJ’s
Warren Township Library branch, located at 42
Mountain Boulevard in Warren Twp., will be held
March 16 & 30 at 7 p.m. Participants will make
Origami using recycled sticky notes on March 16
and crochet with recycled plastic bags on March
30.

The Eco-Friendly Craft programs at SCLSNJ’s
Watchung Library branch, located at 12 Stirling
Road in Watchung will be held March 8, 13, 22,
& 29 at 7 p.m. Participants will: make origami
with recycled post-its on March 8; crochet with
recycled plastic bags on March 13; make jewelry
and crafts with soda tabs and more on March 22;
create even more recycled crafts on March 29.

At Watchung Hills Regional High School, Lee
is a member of various math teams and enjoys
studying algorithms and engineering. She plays
hockey and is a member of the school’s varsity
fencing team. As a member of the school’s
Environmental Club, she enjoys sharing her
enthusiasm for environmental protection.
Jacqueline also enjoys knitting, making origami,
weaving, and creating other crafts. She is excited
to combine both interests in the Eco-Friendly
Crafts series at SCLSNJ’s Watchung Library
branch.

“I have been an avid reader since I was in
grade school and reading at the sunny Watchung
Library has always been --and still is--one of my
favorite pastimes,” said Lee. “I wanted to give
back to my community and share some fun crafts
that protect the environment. I thought March
was the perfect time to hold these classes because
March 8 is International Women’s Day and the
month of March is Makers Month. I am excited
that we can bring together members of the
community to celebrate both empowering
women and creativity.”

Registration is required to attend these
programs. To register, visit SCLSNJ.org or
contact your local SCLSNI library branch.

About Somerset County Library System of
New Jersey

Somerset County Library System of New
Jersey (SCLSNIJ) partners with you to connect,
to explore, to share and to discover. Together we
enrich lives, expand knowledge and strengthen
communities. SCLSNJ branches can be found in
Bridgewater, Bound Brook, Hillsborough,
Manville, North Plainfield, Peapack &

Gladstone, Rocky Hill at Mary Jacobs Memorial
Library, Somerville, Warren Township, and
Watchung. Additionally, there are two SCLSNJ
reading stations in Branchburg and Washington
Valley. Visit SCLSNIJ.org for further information
about library services offered at SCLSNJ.

(above) Watchung Hills Regional High School
sophomore Jacqueline Lee, 15, will lead
programs at Somerset County Library System
of New Jersey'’s Warren Twp. and Watchung
Library branches this March.

GRAND

SAMITATION SERVICE

Family owned and operated
Serving the community since 1998
1%L menth Free for new Residential Cuslomeears

Commersial Service Available

525 Dff Dumpster Rentaks

[908) 222-1566 ]

Check oul cur spacial pricing ab: www.grandsanitaioncom

Norris
McLaughlin
\\Ma rcus, P.A.

LY |T|.|hr"|E'I""i AT LAw
Mo [reraey . Mot Toek - Pennsvivanis

B Crases e Poswsliovued, B Flouie
Brwlgewater, I (EE0T-2063
b OSIE FE2 AN | LY TINS5
www.nmmlaw.com

Fuar vevesw infuerara tivn,
PosdsE Nt
Fanmily Law @ nmunlav.coun

Matrimonial & Family Law Group
COMPASSIONATE. STRATEGIC. EFFICIENT.

- Divorce Adoplion - Custody

- Alimony Cuardianships - Child support

- Separation - Parenting Time - Domestic Violence

- FPalimony Suits Visitation Rights - Drders of Protection

- Property Settlements -Grandparent Rights - Pre-nuptial Agreements
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JULIA CUNNINGHAM HITS 1,000 POINTS

One of the highlights this season for Watchung Hills Regional High
School Warrior Girls Basketball Team came at 5 minutes and 50 seconds
in the second period of the home game against Ridge High School on
Tuesday, Jan. 24, 2017. That’s when with a foul shot on the back end of a
“and one” three point play, Junior Julia Cunningham scored the 1,000th
point of her illustrious career as a Warrior.

Cunningham scored the 1,000th point on her 23rd point of the game.
She went on to score 40 points in the game, which set her own personal
game best record as a Warrior and set the new WHRHS school record for
most points by an individual girls player in a game.

Cunningham is only the second girl to amass 1,000 points in her career
at WHRHS. The school record for scoring among girls basketball players
is 1,234, set and held by Meghan Kopecki. Only varsity points count
toward this record, Coach Kirchofer said.

"The game against Ridge was an incredible night for the Lady Warriors
basketball program, but was extremely special for my family and myself,”
said Cunningham. “Hitting my 1,000th point was something that I had been
dreaming of since I was a little kid and to break the scoring record and
eclipse the 1,000th point mark in the same night was an unbelievable
feeling."

it
L
B
L

(above) Junior Julia Cunningham was congratulate by her teammates after she scored t
he 1,000th point of her illustrious career as a Warrior on January 24, 2017.

e Doctor Appointments

e Same Day Surgery

¢ All General Transportation

» Wheelchair Transportation

* Special Needs Transportation
¢ New York City * Pennsylvania
Fully Licensed & Fully Insured

Senior, Medical & All
General Transportation
Jennifer Sarferty
908-229-9709
Bob/Annette Sarfatty
908-783-8394

North Plainfield, NJ 07063 ¢ www.baseniortransport.com

SERVICES Exceptional sub-acute rehab and long term care.
e Airports ¢ Shopping THE
* Adult Day Care COUNSELING CENTER

oy {ABI NGDON

‘are & Rehabilitation Center
303 Rock Avenue, Green Brook, NI 08812
732-968-5500 %ST

A Windsor Healthcare Community
wwwe, windsorhea ltheare, ong

DUTFATIESNE JUSITAMCE REAUIE & BEHAYIDEAL HEALTH TREATMENT

Tom: Rlsnrn, Md « Clark, K2« Braahakl, M1 Peir Lo, B Yorkkown, HT

5 Locations 1o
Serva You Bast!
AN Sk e Aoty Coddawa!

Call 855-788-8247
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PREPARING YOUNG MINDS
TO CHANGE THE WORLD.

A co-educational day school for Prel-Grade 8

Celebrating Our 46th Year Anniversary

1928 US Hwy 22 East ® Scotch Plains, N]
Scotchwooddiner.com
908-322-4114
Call ahead for
quick Pick-up.

Fri & Sat: Open 24 Hours
Mon-Thurs: & Sun: 6am-1am

Serving breakfast ALL DAY
Home cooked soups and

specials served DAILY

FAR HILLS

COIHIAY UER LLHDDL

Breakfast ¢ Lunch ¢ Dinner

Senior citizen menu available 7 days a week: 3pm-9pm
Includes Soup, salad & dessert.

Far Hills, B} | Thcds.arg
Flalcongrice

Full service beverage
bar serving wide variety
of beer, wine & liqueur

All baking done on premises.
Try our famous cheesecake and
many other delicious desserts
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1 21-POINT i
i FURNACE/AC | LY [
I-:' NASTD TUNE-UP 89 I
! SPECIAL (vo-59)
1 Far, 1
LTy 201-639-4822 !
www.NASCOHVAC.com

Valid only on newly scheduled tune-ups. $185 value. (oil furnace $225).

1 Tune-up can only be done on fully functional units. Nasco reserves the right to refuse 1
1 service due to device's lack of safety. Coupon NOT valid for service on non-functional,

L new construction or commercial units. Some restrictions apply. Cash value $.001. #0317. a

CLASS OF ‘67 REUNION
50 YEAR REUNION

3 HIGH SCHOOLS: ELIZABETH NJ

BATTIN, JEFFERSON,

EDISON HIGH SCHOOL

SATURDAY APRIL 29TH
6:30 T0 10:30

THE KENILWORTH
KENILWORTH, NJ

INFORMATION EMAIL: paulette215@hotmail.com
or call Paulette at 908-241-0702
bmp@warshauer.com ¢ Bruce Pilger 732-978-3217
donforce@aol.com * Don Gray 484-522-8537
or Facebook Donald Gray to become a friend
go to Battin/Jeff/Edison 50th reunion, class of 67
Anyone who knows the whereabouts
of anyone in the 1967 class
please give them this information.

Don’t let your family

memorvies fade away

HOME MOVIES
TRANSFERRED
TO DIGITAL
FILES & DVD

¢ Video Tape Tranfers

e DVD & Flash Drive Duplication
® Audio Cassette to CD

e Reel to Reel Audio to CD

e LP to CD

e High Speed Slide Scanning

¢ Foreign Conversions

Video Production & Editing
Training ¢ Sales * Documentary

& VIDEO DATA SERVICES®

locally owned since 1984

www.vdsnj.com
facebook.com/vdsnj
email: ira@vdsnj

908-964-4004

406 Chestnut St.  Union, NJ 07083

SCOUTS START THEIR ENGINES!

in congratulating the winners and offering
support to those who did not come out ahead.

One of the highlights of the scouting year is
the annual Pinewood Derby race. For months,
weeks, and days (or for some, just a few hours!),
Cub Scouts are shaping a block of wood into their
vision of the greatest car to ever grace the 40-foot
aluminum track. The variety of designs on
display during race night is nothing short of
awesome.

The entrants for Watchung Pack 32’s
Pinewood Derby in February did not disappoint.
Themes this year included classic cars, hot-rods,
razor-thin wedges, sports, MEMEs, and food-
themed cars. The creativity adds to the
excitement as the crowd cheers during each shot
down the track.

Being able to compete against your peers
where your focus is on having fun, even in the
face of losing, is a sign of good character.
Whether is was their first Derby or their fifth, the
boys showed great character and sportsmanship

(above) The crowd s eyes are fixated in
anticipation of a photo finish!

LilyPad <

PONDS & LANDSCAPES
NJ HIC #13VHO01116800

MULTI AWARD WINNING LANDSCAPE DESIGN COMPANY.
SPECIALIZING IN CONCEPT TO COMPLETION
OF ALL ASPECTS OF YOUR LANDSCAPE PROJECTS

Full Service, Maintenance and Installation. Custom Design
- PONDS - Fountains gt . T .

+ Waterfalls « Streams o
* Rebuilds & Repairs
* Design * Plantings

+ Fencing - Firepits

+ Garden Structures

- Low Voltage Lighting
* Retaining Walls

- Patios & Walkways s
* All Phases of Masonry |
» And Much More!

908-822-9100

www.LilyPadPonds.com

lilypadpondsinc@aol.com

NOW IS THE TIME TO START YOUR NEW PROJECT.

Mention this ad to receive 5% off of any new installation.

TRUCKING DISPOSAL

A local company based in Green Brook
Third generation family owned and operated since 1953.

Dumpster service offering
10yd, 15yd, 20yd and 30yd dumpsters.
We take all types of trash, debris and metals.
Clean out your attic, garage, basement
or even the yard.

GOT A PROJECT WITH A TIMELINE OR A BUDGET?
TRY OUR SHORT RENTAL (2 DAYS) - 10% OFF
any dumpster that gets picked up in 2 days.

CALL TODAY FOR PRICING
908-752-5357
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CUB SCOUTS DID NOT NEED SNOW NEEDED FOR KLONDIKE TREK

A stalwart group of Cub Scouts from Pack 32
competed in the Watchung Mountain District
Klondike Trek last month and had a blast doing
it, even without a flake of snow on the ground.
The event, named after the cold and snowy region
in Northwest Canada, is held each winter at
Watchung Reservation’s Loop. It puts scouts to
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Landscape Design &
Construction Service

Landscape Maintenance
Patios and Walkways
Retaining Walls

Mansonry
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the test as they race through stations throughout
the park, demonstrating the skills they have been
learning in scouting. Stations include: distress,
first aid, orienteering, fire-building, cooking,
knot-tying, and building a shelter. Volunteers
from numerous local Scout organizations
dedicate their time and sacrifice their warmth to

Ei. p ﬁﬁgﬁ!"’

T,

Call Now For a Free Estimate

908-754-8389

Serving The Area Since 1983
“Fully Insured”

spend hours in the field, hosting the stations and
guiding the boys to a strong finish at each station.

The group of boys form a patrol, similar to
Boy Scouts, and compete against patrols from
neighboring towns for best times and points. The
patrol is responsible for being prepared with
certain supplies and for working together to
achieve their tasks. Pack 32’s patrol, known as
Destiny, was made up of 8 first-time Trekkers:
Nicholas Benc, Nicolas Betancourth, Grant
Miller, Thomas Schaefer, Henry van Maanen,
Nolan Weber, and Sean Weiss. The 9th member,
Gavin Cort, was competing in his 2nd Klondike
trek.
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FRIENDS OF LIBRARY HONOR 15-YEAR CAT-IN- THE HAT VOLUNTEER

volunteer Jessica Wexler brought her creative
Storytime with Cat in the Hat program to the
Watchung Library. To celebrate Wexler's
milestone, Friends of the Watchung Library
threw a surprise party, with cake, a card, and a
gift. Guests who came out to honor Wexler
included members of the Friends of the library,
members of the Library Advisory Board,
Watchung Borough Council members, and
library staff and patrons.

Storytime with Cat in the Hat celebrates the
birthday of Theodor Geisel, better known by his
pen name, Dr. Seuss. Seuss is the popular author
of children's books including The Cat in the Hat,
Green Eggs and Ham, One Fish Two Fish Red
Fish Blue Fish, and many others.

Wexler says she first got the idea for bringing
The Cat to the library after a Seussville Fair her
children attended at Bayberry Elementary
School. "I bought the costume to wear for the
day, and it seemed a shame to only wear it once.
We've always been voracious readers, and the
library was our second home when they were
little. The first year, I just stopped by in my Cat
costume after the Seussville Fair for fun and to
say hello to any children that happened to be
there."

Even after so many appearances as The Cat,
Wexler admits to still having butterflies in the
stomach just before the start of the program each
year, but once the children arrive, she's fine. "It's
my love for the kids that gets me through those
few minutes of being nervous," she says.

There was a surprising moment during the
very first Cat in the Hat program in 2002. The
costume Wexler bought came with a rubber
mask, which she wore "to look authentic," but it
scared one of the children so much that he started
to cry. She pulled the mask off to show him that
she was a real person, but, she says, "I don't think
he was fully convinced." She hasn't worn the
mask since. "Besides terrifying the audience I
was supposed to delight, it was hard to see out of
it and I sounded like Darth Vader every time I
took a breath."

Over the years the activities at Storytime with
Cat in the Hat have included face painting Cat

game, The Cat's beanbag toss, Green Eggs and
Ham relay races (a favorite with the children),
tumbling using Wexler's nylon tunnel and small
balance beam, reading Dr. Seuss stories, making
birthday cards for the Cat, and enjoying birthday
cupcakes and juice. Wexler makes pink cupcakes
because Cat in the Hat eats pink cake in the
bathtub in Cat in the Hat Comes Back.

But Dr Seuss Day at the library is more than
just fun. As Wexler puts it, "I hope the kids are
learning that creativity and fun with books can
continue even after the book itself has been
closed. I love when children know that Laura
Ingalls was a real little girl. I love when children
know that you can see Christopher Robin's real
Winnie the Pooh and his friends in the New York
Public Library, and that Bambi is a novel written
by Felix Salten .... Books can be the starting point
of so many wonderful things."

Watchung Library Youth Services Librarian
Sharon Orlando praised Wexler. "Joy, dedication,
creativity, generosity, love of reading, and sense
of belonging are what Jessica brings to the library
each time she visits. Although the Cat in the Hat
and Dr. Seuss are celebrating a birthday together,
Jessica is the gift to the families who come to the
party. The magic she creates never gets old, and
the memories she leaves last a lifetime. I, like so
many children and parents who have come to her
programs over the years, am so grateful for all
she has given to us."

Friends' of the Watchung Library Board
member Hazel Bell agreed, adding, "Jessica's
generosity with her time and talents are a bright
reflection on the nature of the Watchung
community. She is a fitting example of
community spirit, and we are all richer for her
contributions."

The Friends of the library are counting on
many more appearances of The Cat to entertain
future Watchung preschoolers. Wexler says
"After 15 years I can't imagine not doing Cat in
the Hat at Watchung Library. The whole day
would feel empty, and I might have to wear the
costume to Target or something to get it out of
my system. [ guess I'll keep going as long as
they'll have me!"
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(above) For the 15th year in a row, volunteer
Jessica Wexler brought her creative Storytime
with Cat in the Hat program to the Library.
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